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FEATURED CONTRIBUTORS
Eugene Cho (p. 12, The Irony of Doing Justice … Unjustly?) is the founder and senior pastor 
of Quest Church in Seattle, Washington, and is passionate about people, stories, and actions that 
address global poverty with justice and dignity. 

Lincoln Brewster (p. 23, More Than Oxygen) serves as worship leader at Bayside Church in 
Granite Bay, California. He devotes an entire page on his music website to listing his POD patches and 
live guitar rig setup. 

Becky Harling (p. 26, Give Praise a Chance) is a sought-after speaker and author of several 
books. She has served alongside her husband in many countries—or, to put it more romantically, as she 
does: “When I married Steve, he gave me the world.”

Tullian Tchividjian (p. 28, It Is Finished) is senior pastor of Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in 
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God’s grace.

Kara Tippetts (p. 39, The Hardest Peace) combines words you normally wouldn’t—like hardest 
peace and mundane faithfulness, the latter being the name of her blog. She and her husband Jason 
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recognized figure in Christian leadership, yet in a recent college commencement speech, he stated: 
“Inner healing is greater than outward success.”
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One of our ministry partners in Ghana recently wrote to  
us, saying: “Whenever the Lord is about to do something  
big, it starts with a problem. Our situation in West Africa is 
no different.” 

Last year—even before the first case of the current Ebola 
outbreak had been reported—Ghana’s church leaders appealed 
for more than one million copies of The Story of Jesus,  
an illustrated Bible story created especially to 
engage children. Since the outbreak, they 
have appealed for nine million! These 
leaders have devoted their lives 
to reaching their country and 
continent with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. I’m inspired by 
their passion and honored 
that David C Cook can 
join with them in this 
shared purpose.

The Ebola epidemic 
has already claimed the 
lives of thousands, and 
future projections are 
heartbreaking even in the 
best-case scenario. Such 
tragedy creates tremendous 
urgency and opportunity for 
ministry, yet it doesn’t change 
the reality we already know: Every 
generation in every nation needs the 
gospel—and we need it, as Tullian Tchividjian 
says, not only to redeem the past or provide hope for the 
future, but also to experience God’s grace in every moment 
of the present.

Grace is oxygen to our souls. Too often it takes pain to 
bring us to the point of surrender that leads to understanding 
the truth, gasping for breath. Maybe it’s Ebola. Or maybe a 

different disease—like cancer—that more often strikes close 
to home here in North America, as Lincoln Brewster, Becky 
Harling, and Kara Tippetts reflect in their stories. No matter 
the state of our physical health, our worst disease is sin … our 
greatest healer, Christ … our highest calling, to be the Church: 
a worshipping people, globally, making disciples as we serve on 
mission with God in transforming today’s generations. 

 This issue of Resourceful takes you to many 
places where that is happening—Uganda, 

New Zealand, the depths of the 
Amazon jungle, and hopefully into 

a thoughtful examination of 
your own life, where I pray He 

is at work too. Because, as 
Eugene Cho and Christine 
D’Clario remind us 
through their confessions 
and discoveries, changing 
the world begins with the 
change God brings about 
in each one of us.

I hope these pages equip 
and encourage you and your 

local church as you unite in 
the life-changing mission of 

the gospel. That’s the spirit of the 
many books, learning resources, and 

worship songs recommended to make 
this a genuinely Resourceful tool for you.

Transforming lives together,

Cris H. Doornbos
CEO, David C Cook

 Worldview
Changing the world begins with the change God brings about in each one of us.

Too often it takes pain to bring us to the point of surrender 
that leads to understanding the truth.
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CHILDREN IN GUATEMALA RECEIVE  
THE STORY OF JESUS AT PUBLIC SCHOOLS
The Guatemalan government recently opened up its doors to allow The Story of Jesus booklet to 
be used in public schools as history and values education.

In response, church leaders in Guatemala are distributing one million Spanish-language copies of  
The Story of Jesus to children throughout the country. 

“We are reaching children in the most remote villages of Guatemala who have never had a 
textbook,” said a donor supporting the project. “We are humbled by the Lord entrusting us to be 
a part of this great movement of the Spirit of God and the Word of God.”

To follow up on this evangelistic movement among youth, 175,000 copies of The Action Bible New 
Testament are being placed in the hands of pastors, teachers, lay people, and missionaries across the 
country—equipping them for discipleship ministry among children who make decisions for Jesus.

Guatemala is among seventy-eight countries where 47 million copies of The Story of Jesus have 
been distributed since 2010 (see page 16).

CURRENT

News
SNAPSHOTS  10 

EVENTS & TOURS  11

APP PUTS THE STORY OF JESUS AT 
THE FINGERTIPS OF THE WORLD
In partnership with Youth for Christ, The Story of 
Jesus has been converted into a free digital app 
available in forty-nine languages for iPhone and 
Android devices. Not only does it put the story 
at your fingertips, but it also makes this child-
friendly presentation of the gospel accessible 
worldwide—even in developing countries where 
remote villages can be reached by a mobile phone 
signal. Look for The Story of Jesus App available 
for download on iTunes and Google Play, or visit 
TheStoryofJesusApp.org.

Do you get the gospel? 
Because sometimes 
people like us, we  
work so much that  
we don’t just enjoy  
the grace of God.
Francis Chan at a Young Life discipleship 
weekend camp
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Theologically, you can’t take a 
publisher’s stance for granted 
anymore. 
Gary Thomas on the importance of ensuring that his books reflect  
a scriptural view of marriage

Album 
Releases
AVAILABLE NOW
Lincoln Brewster, Paul Baloche, 
Moya Brennan, and more  
Silent Night Carols

Bluetree Worship & Justice

JANUARY
Rend Collective, All Sons  
& Daughters, Paul Baloche,  
Greg Sykes, and more  
iWorship Now/Next 2015 

FEBRUARY
Darlene Zschech In Jesus’ Name: 
A Legacy of Worship & Faith

Julissa Me Vistio de Promesas

The Brilliance Brother

MARCH
Worship Mob Carry the Fire

NewSong Faithful

THE ACTION BIBLE STUDY 
BIBLE ESV FOR PRETEENS:  
COMING FEBRUARY 2015
The Action Bible Study Bible ESV arrives 
February 2015 to booksellers everywhere. 
Designed to foster a stronger connection 
to God, this complete Bible with study 
notes brings preteens into the action with a 
contemporary format, engrossing content, 
and dramatic illustrations by renowned 
comic book artist Sergio Cariello.  
The Action Bible Study Bible ESV  
brings amazing true 
stories, real-life 
heroes, and ancient 
worlds to life to 
communicate Bible 
truths in timely and 
contemporary ways.

REAL LIFE DOWNLOADED
The recently updated RealLifeDownloaded.com features online videos, music, 
and more to spark discussion and allow God to work in the lives of your 
students, from upper elementary through adult. It’s created to support Bible-in-
Life or Echoes Sunday school curriculum but is adaptable for other settings too.

Tullian 
Tchividjian  
hosts Liberate  
to share the 
message of God’s 
inexhaustible 
grace each 
Sunday morning 
on TBN, 9:00 to 
9:30 a.m. PST.

A report on “Christianity in its Global Context, 1970–2020” shows rapid changes 
in the global distribution of Christians in this generation and the next. For context, 
note that just over a century ago, in 1910, more than 80 percent of the world’s 
Christians lived in the global North—meaning Europe and Northern America. 

Now fast-forward to 1970, and look at the trends toward 2020. Christians  
of all traditions are represented on every continent, with significant growth  
by conversions and births in the global South—Latin America, Africa, Asia,  
and Oceania. Both Africa and Asia have doubled their percentages within  
the global count of Christians worldwide, according to the report released  
by The Center for the Study of Global Christianity at Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary. 

The growth of Christianity in Asia particularly stands out. Like the global 
population, Asia’s has doubled during the forty-year span; yet unlike any other 
continent, the number of Christians in Asian countries has more than quadrupled.

GLOBALLY SPEAKING
Christianity Went South

PERCENTAGE  
OF CHRISTIANS 
Distribution by Continent

1970 2020

Europe 40% to 23%  
Northern America 17% to 11%  

Latin America 22% to 23%  
Africa 12% to 25%  

Asia 8% to 17%  
Oceania 1% to 1%



Book Releases
AVAILABLE NOW
Kara Tippetts The Hardest Peace: Expecting 
Grace in the Midst of Life's Hard

Brady Boyd Addicted to Busy: Recovery for 
the Rushed Soul

Eugene Cho Overrated: Are We More in Love 
with the Idea of Changing the World than 
Actually Changing the World? 

JANUARY 
Matt Chandler with Jared C. Wilson  
The Mingling of Souls: God's Design for Love, 
Marriage, Sex, and Redemption 

Michelle Anthony Becoming a Spiritually 
Healthy Family: Avoiding the 6 Dysfunctional 
Parenting Styles

Tullian Tchividjian It Is Finished: 365 Days  
of Good News 

Kyle Idleman 40 Days to Lasting Change:  
An AHA Devotional

Nelson Searcy and Jennifer Dykes 
Henson Tongue Pierced: How the Words You 
Speak Transform the Life You Live

Jim Burns and Doug Fields  
Getting Ready for Marriage Workbook 

FEBRUARY
Gary Thomas A Lifelong Love:  
What If Marriage Is About More than Just 
Staying Together? 

Bruce Peppin The Best Is Yet to Be:  
Moving Mountains in Midlife

The Action Bible ESV

MARCH
John MacArthur Found: God's Peace: 
Experience True Freedom from Anxiety in 
Every Circumstance 

Amy Sorrells Then Sings My Soul: A Novel

THE TALE OF THREE TREES
For twenty-five years, family Easter traditions have 
been enriched by the classic folktale that teaches 
children about God’s unusual ways of making our 
dreams come true. Since 1989, more than a million 
copies of the original bestselling book have been 
published in eighteen languages—and now, a new 
generation welcomes a new edition released in 2014.

“I never dreamed God would use Trees in this way,” 
notes author Angela Elwell Hunt, whose story is 
complemented by the wonderful illustrations of Tim Jonke. “All across the world, 
the Spirit of God is still touching the hearts of men, women, and children with 
this simple book. I am grateful, but to Him be the glory and honor and praise.”

INTEGRITY MUSIC WELCOMES  
NEW ARTISTS AND SONGWRITERS
Adding to Integrity’s international mix of artists who write and record Christ-
centered contemporary worship music, keep your ear to the ground for 
anticipated releases by Sidney Mohede, pastor and worship leader at Jakarta 
Praise Community Church in Indonesia and Greg Sykes, worship leader at 
Central Community Church in St. Catherines, Ontario, Canada. 

Integrity also recently welcomed Michael Neale, Dove Award-winning songwriter 
of “Your Great Name,” and Stuart Garrard, better known as Stu G, a fifteen-year 
veteran of the band Delirious?. 

No—hastening death was 
never what God intended. But 
in our dying, He does meet 
us with His beautiful grace.
Kara Tippetts in an open letter to Brittany Maynard, a 
young woman with terminal brain cancer who announced 
her intention of medically assisted suicide
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WORSHIP, BROUGHT TO YOU LIVE FROM …
Join with worshippers around the globe through these new albums recorded 
live—from Colorado to Kansas, and Australia to England.

Desperation Band Banner 
With 6,000 student and church leaders at the annual Desperation Conference

Dustin Smith Coming Alive 
At World Revival Church, including “He’s Alive” cowritten 
with Michael W. Smith 

Planetshakers This Is Our Time 
Featuring a deluxe CD/DVD edition from the annual 
Awakening Conference in Melbourne, Australia

Worship Central Set Apart 
From the worship training school founded by London’s Holy Trinity Brompton

 25
YEARS

Greg Sykes Stuart GarrardMichael NealeSidney Mohede
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Rachel Guillot from Emmanuel Foursquare Church in  
Salina, Kansas, shares snapshots of a day in her life as  
a ministry leader.

� 7:04 AM
Rachel starts her day in solitude 
with a walk along the river.

9:35 AM 
She dreams of coffee as she 
drives into work.

� 10:02 AM 
 It’s straight to the espresso 
machine as soon as she’s in 
the door. That’s right—lucky 
enough to have a coffee shop 
inside the church.

� 10:30 AM
 Rachel leads Wednesday 
morning Bible study each 
week in the café as head of the 
church’s women’s ministry.

1:00 PM  
Lunchtime, even if it’s just a 
snack at her desk.

1:37 PM  
It’s time to prepare for a busy 
Wednesday night, full of 
worship and teaching.

3:22 PM  
Rachel studies Tru curriculum 
for tonight’s lesson, adapting 
the Sunday material for 
midweek services.

6:30 PM  
Children, ages six to eleven, 
start to arrive for their  
weekly class.

� 6:38 PM  
Rachel participates in a 
connecting activity for the kids.

6:50 PM 
 Classroom leaders teach 
children from TruStory.

Snapshots

I’d been wanting to write a song about God being our banner, the 
ancient truth that God is with us, leading the march through history.
Jon Egan on the title track from Desperation Band’s new album, Banner

Adam Stadtmiller joined the David C Cook 
family of authors. He is lead pastor at one of 
San Diego’s most historic churches, La Jolla 
Christian Fellowship, a popular contributor 
to Leadership Journal, and author of Give 
Your Kids the Keys (Zondervan).

NACHOONGA ALBUM DÉBUTS SHELDON 
BANGERA AS THE FIRST INTEGRITY  
RECORDING ARTIST FROM INDIA 
Sheldon Bangera, a singer-songwriter and worship leader  
from Mumbai, released his début full-length album,  
Nachoonga, with Integrity Music. The album’s  
title song translates as “Undignified”—as in  
the song by Matt Redman—one of the many  
classic worship songs English listeners might  
recognize on the album. Sheldon breathes  
fresh life into favorites—such as “Here I Am  
to Worship,” “I Could Sing of Your Love  
Forever,” “In Christ Alone,” and more—by  
combining Bollywood sounds with fun,  
infectious worship. A recent YouTube  
video has already gone viral,  
demonstrating that passionate  
worship transcends  
cultural borders.

BIBLE-IN-LIFE TURNS FIFTY
The Bible-in-Life Sunday school curriculum just turned 
fifty. A trusted Christ-centered, life-related resource  
since 1964, this year it is also going digital— 
making the complete lesson materials easily  
accessible for any instructor or church leader.  50

YEARS
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Events&Tours
Join your favorite  
authors and artists at 
these upcoming events.

Eugene Cho
Catalyst Dallas, January 22–23,  
CatalystConference.com/Dallas 

Lincoln Brewster
Joy To The World Christmas Tour, 
December, LincolnBrewster.com

Tullian Tchividjian
Liberate Conference,  
February 19–22, Liberate2015.com

Planetshakers
Awakening Conference: Momentum, January 22–24 in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia, Planetshakers.com/awakening

Paul Baloche
Christmas Worship Tour, December, UniteInWorship.com

Gary Thomas
Sacred Parenting & Lifelong Love Seminars,  
www.GaryThomas.com

Christine D’Clario
21 Days of Prayer and Fasting, 
January 11–31, ChristineDClario.com

Rend Collective and Matt Chandler
And MercyMe At Sea Caribbean Cruise, January 11–18, 
InspirationCruises.com

Michelle Anthony
Family Ministry Conversations, December–March,  
DavidCCook.com/family
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The Irony of Doing 
Justice . . . Unjustly?
In Eugene Cho’s new book, Overrated, the pastor who founded the  
One Day’s Wages global antipoverty movement makes a confession 
about changing the world: It’s easier to dream than do.

Eugene Cho  A helpful first step in thinking about working with the poor in any 
context is to discern whether the situation calls for relief, rehabilitation, or development. 
The failure to distinguish among these situations is one of the most common reasons 
that poverty-alleviation efforts often do harm.

Relief is the urgent and temporary provision of emergency aid to reduce immediate 
suffering from a natural or man-made crisis; to stop the bleeding; i.e. the Good Samaritan.

Rehabilitation is seeking to restore people and their communities to the positive ele-
ments of their pre-crisis conditions; and the key element is to work with the victim as 
they participate in their own recovery.

Development is the process of ongoing change that moves all the people involved—
both the “helpers” and the “helped”—closer to being in right relationship with God, 
self, others, and the rest of creation; this is not done to or for people but with people.

RELIEF
Let’s look at an example. In 2004, all hell was breaking loose in Western Sudan, in a region 
known as Darfur. As anyone who follows current events will know, men on horseback, the 
Janjaweed, were committing mindboggling atrocities against entire villages.

GLOBAL 
INITIATIVES

UGANDA  15

Tenderness  
and Tears

THE STORY OF JESUS  16

A Little Book Filled 
with Eternal Hope
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They were fueled by a hatred made up of spiritual, racial, 
and political differences between themselves and the villag-
ers. Sudan’s own president, Omar al-Bashir, was shown to be 
funding the Janjaweed and has since been indicted for crimes 
against humanity.

The “devil on horseback” often raped any women they found, 
killed indiscriminately, and used torches to light the thatch-
roofed huts on fire. It was as if Satan visited these villages, rob-
bing people of their dignity, livelihoods, and very lives. As a 
result, when the Janjaweed came close to a village, people in 
the community would flee for their lives into the bush, hiding 
and trying to save themselves from the terror that was soon to 
envelop their village.

In the weeks and months following these attacks, humanitar-
ian groups entered Western Sudan and Eastern Chad, seeking 
the traumatized survivors. As with any large-scale humanitarian 
initiative, some things went well and some did not, but this 
context provides us with a background to see some key differ-
ences in response.

At the outset, humanitarian groups offered emergency assis-
tance to the refugees and displaced people, including food and 
temporary shelter. These broken families were not able to bring 
much with them, perhaps a few cooking pots, a sleeping pad 
and an animal or two if they were fortunate.

This initial phase is called Relief, when we are able to help 
someone through a crisis that they cannot handle on their own. 
The Red Cross provides relief in the US, providing assistance 
immediately following a house fire, for example, offering fami-
lies who have lost everything a moment to regroup.

However, this initial phase of emergency assistance is often 
where we stop. We do not move beyond handouts. This is our 
Western mindset about helping people: to be content with giv-
ing handouts instead of equipping people long-term. In reality, 
this initial phase of relief should be time-limited, likely only 
1–3 months.

RECOVERY
Beyond Relief, we need Recovery—life rehabilitation—to 
bring people to at least the level they were at before the crisis. 
What was missing from the lives of Darfur refugees? Much. 
One of the most critical elements was the means and access to 
grow their own food. A key point in the rehabilitation phase is 
that it is not a one-way street. The job of the humanitarians is 
not providing food; it is training and equipping those in need 
to do it on their own.

Once an individual is able to reach a survival level similar to 
where they were pre-disaster, a truly compassionate aid worker 
will work through the complexities of life with them, to ensure 
they are better off than before. This phase is called Develop-
ment. This is my favorite phase.

DEVELOPMENT
In the context of the Darfur refugees, development came in 
the form of skill training, savings groups, and micro-lending to 
grow businesses.

One simple and powerful way to begin saving in this cultural 
context is through a revolving loan—or tontine, as it is called in 
the region. The basic concept is this: four women get together, 
and every week, they throw in a dollar. Every week, one of the 
women receives four dollars, which she can then invest in some-
thing like a pot for cooking or a tool for farming.

God-given ingenuity takes over in this Development 
phase. A friend of mine at World Concern met a man named 
Saboune in a refugee camp in Eastern Chad. Saboune lost 
everything in the retreat from the Janjaweed, everything that 
is except for his tenacity.

Thanks to some initial investments from World Concern and 
his background in business, Saboune leveraged a small loan for 
a pushcart into a cart-rental business. He saved his income from 
the carts, and eventually opened a general store.

In the middle of a refugee camp, Saboune was selling pasta, 
buckets, beans, spices, and more. With his income, Saboune was 
able to care for his family and extended family—13 children. He 
was able to retain things that are impossible to buy—his smile 
and his pride, knowing that even though his life had been turned 
upside down, he was regaining control over his future.

These are responsible ways to respond to a hurting world, but 
true change is even deeper. The need for more capital and better 
technology persists, writes Brian Fikkert. But we must realize 
that God created us for more.

True transformation is to be reconciled to God, our commu-
nity, and others.

“People really do need improved access to clean water, better 
health care, decent education, and a living wage. But they, and 
we, need something far more profound. Whether we realize it 
or not, we all are longing for an intimate relationship with God, 
for a sense of dignity, for community and belonging, and for 
the ability to use our gifts and abilities to develop creation.”

True transformation is to be reconciled to God,  
our community, and others.
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RELATIONSHIPS > MISSIONS
It is easy for us, perhaps more so with our individualistic Western 
mindset, to forget that relationships matter. Acknowledging and 
hearing someone’s story matters.

We have to be particularly careful—locally, globally, or perhaps 
within our own communities—how we engage those we serve.

We have to constantly remember that they, too, are created in 
the image of God. Someone I am less likely to consider helpless 
and in need of saving. Someone to come along side of. Someone 
full of potential. Someone God created. Someone with a story. 
Someone who might be able to teach me.

This is the importance of dignity, mutuality, and reciprocity, or 
in more simple terms, we acknowledge their human worth and 
beauty. We have things to both learn and teach from one another, 
and we are in relationship with one another.

Be careful. Be wise. Be human.
When you start dehumanizing the poor, you have no desire to 

build relationships with them. You have no interest in their sto-
ries. You have no interest in relationships. You believe stereotypes 
that others have told you about them. You believe the lie that 
they have nothing to teach us and are incapable of contributing 
to the larger society.

When you’re not interested in building genuine mutual relation-
ships, you rob people of their dignity and they become projects. 
Don’t reduce people into projects. When that happens, they be-
come statistics instead of people. How can you love and serve the 
poor if you don’t even know the poor? 
Excerpt from Overrated: Are We More in Love with the Idea of Changing the World Than Actually 
Changing the World? © 2014 Eugene Cho

G L O B A L  I N I T I AT I V E S

People Aren’t Projects
Whether our cause is a country in Africa, a country 
in Asia, the Middle East, Latin America, South 
America, or in our own cities and neighborhoods 
involving teen pregnancy, homelessness, education 
disparity, we have to ask the question: How are we 
telling the stories of the people we serve? And once 
you ask that question, you have to ask it again and 
again and again.

In a recent video, Eugene Cho speaks from his new 
book, Overrated, and shares a letter from a friend 
in South Africa about the importance of the stories 
we tell of the people we support, partner, come 
alongside, and even learn from. 

ONE DAY’S WAGES
In 2009, Eugene Cho and his wife Minchee made the bold decision to donate their entire year’s income to help fight 
global poverty—and that marked the founding of the nonprofit organization, One Day’s Wages. Instead of starting 
entirely new programs, the organization funds well-established, effective agencies and encourages simple giving to 
support sustainable relief. The Chos believe technology and relationships can engage millions of ordinary people in  
the fight against global poverty. 

When you start dehumanizing the 
poor, you have no desire to build 
relationships with them.

DavidCCook.org/Resourceful
Watch the video: Eugene Cho affirms 

the dignity of all people—and why  
they aren’t projects.



 Tenderness 
and Tears
At a church school in Uganda, a lesson 
in grief on a journey toward healing.

 Deborah spoke to her gently from the front of the class as 
choking sobs marked each part of the girl’s story. 

The thirteen-year-old, named Birungi, told her classmates 
how she has suffered alongside her mother. She recalled a recent 
period where they lacked food and the money for her school 
uniform. After expressing fears and the aching memory of that 
time, Birungi placed her head on her desk and cried. 

She was clearly moved. And through her tears, she took an 
all-important step on the road to healing. She is one of 4.5 
million children in Uganda who are on the journey through a 
comprehensive children’s discipleship program—the first of its 
kind in the country—used in churches and Christian schools. 

Leaders from the Church of Uganda partnered with David 
C Cook to tailor the curriculum specifically for children who 
are at risk or suffering from severe trauma such as poverty, 
disease, violence, exploitation, and war. In this harsh reali-
ty, traditional children’s ministry resources simply won’t do, 
so these biblical lessons incorporate the best trauma recovery 
research. Teachers receive training to be child-centered and 
active as they impart spiritual formation, character develop-
ment, and essential life skills that cover everything from anger 
management to forgiveness to spotting traffickers. 

As her teacher, Deborah is called to lead children like Birungi 
to the heart of God the Father. And Deborah is no stranger 
to their suffering—she lost her husband and mother in a two-
week period three years ago. Now a single mom of a boy age 
thirteen, and a girl age nine, she is able to relate to the sorrow 
expressed by her students and their real life struggles. 

The lesson that caused Birungi to tell her story dealt with 
pain and death—a reality too many children often deal with in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. Deborah taught about suffering and the 
character and sufficiency of God. 

Speaking of the lesson Deborah says, “The material spoke 
to my soul first. It helped me process leftover grief, and then 
I shared situations I’ve gone through with my students.”  The 
children learned about the grieving process and how to iden-
tify grief in themselves and others. After several lessons, they 
were encouraged to share something tender the Holy Spirit 
brought to mind. 

In a related lesson on facing painful experiences, the children 
wrote down or drew a picture of something difficult they en-
countered. Deborah promised her students to bring home their 
papers and pray over them—and several months later she is still 
lifting them up before the Lord. 
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A Little Book Filled with Eternal Hope
The Story of Jesus equips the Church to reach children in countries all over the world.

 Reed Olson, Global Program Director 
for David C Cook, still can’t shake facts 
he learned in 2010 about unreached 
young people. At a conference that fall, 
he discovered that most believers accept 
Christ before the age of fifteen. He went 
home, turning over ideas in his head: “I 
asked the Lord, Is there something we have 
that can win young people to Christ? And 
I was looking for something new, some-
thing that hadn’t been tried before.”

He didn’t have to look far. The Action 
Bible, a beautiful comic-style picture 
Bible—illustrated by the incredibly tal-
ented DC and Marvel Comics artist 
Sergio Cariello—had just been published. 
Sergio spent years working with David C 
Cook to bring biblical stories and truths 
to life for young children. The Action 
Bible became popular in North America, 
but Reed saw it going even farther.

He saw how the world’s next gener-
ation communicated differently from 
his own: through short text messages, 
colorful imagery, and photos. He knew 
the way to reach young people would 
require this type of storytelling.

“I saw The Action Bible and thought, 
‘This speaks their language.’” This revela-
tion led to The Story of Jesus, an excerpted 
version that captures the attention and 
hearts of children.

Reed now travels the world—a mission 
ambassador for evangelism and disciple-
ship—presenting The Story of Jesus to local 
church leaders, pastors, congregations, 
schools, and ministries. After a presenta-
tion, local Christian leaders typically form 
a committee dedicated to finding funds, 
creating a distribution plan, and deter-
mining how best to connect recipients to 
local churches where discipleship can take 
root and grow over time.

Even in countries where an average in-
come can be less than two dollars a day, 
Christians still invest in getting The Story 
of Jesus to children and families. They 
are willing to sacrifice greatly and often 
request more copies after the first deliv-
ery. David C Cook and mission-minded 
donors come alongside when a collab-
orative funding effort is needed—not 
merely as benefactors, but as partners in 
the understanding that when local lead-

ers are vested in the project and its out-
comes, local churches develop a greater 
capacity to flourish.

Each committee member receives a 
copy of The Action Bible, so they can play 
an active role in determining the content 
for their localized version of The Story of 
Jesus. A committee meets multiple times 
over several days or weeks, choosing the 
stories that resonate most with the chil-
dren in their country and culture.

“It is a really beautiful thing,” says 
Reed. “The committees that form are 
representative of several denominations 
and ministries. It’s a bridge-builder. They 
sit around a table laughing and having 
a great time choosing the stories. When 
they do that, they take pride in what they 
create together and own it.”

Though this is a relatively new initia-
tive, it’s growing quickly. Reed gets calls 
and emails daily from organizations and 
churches in multiple nations desperate 
for The Story of Jesus—so many that it’s 
challenging and exciting to respond. 
“This is huge and it’s just getting off the 
ground. We haven’t seen the best yet.” 
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CULTURALLY SENSITIVE
Expressions of faith are inevitably tied to language 
and culture, so different regions of the world are 
served by different approaches to The Story of 
Jesus. Places like North Korea, where children 
haven’t heard the story of creation, receive 
sections that include stories from Genesis. And 
in Muslim countries, like Iraq, children know the 
name of Jesus, but not yet the gospel news of 
His death and resurrection. The booklets have 
been translated into more than fifty languages. In 
Arabic alone, eight variations circulate throughout 
the Middle East and North Africa, each catering 
to a different people group.

ACROSS OCEANS
The Story of Jesus features selections 
from The Action Bible, a tool known to 
powerfully influence young people for 
Christ. But The Action Bible is a full-
sized Bible while The Story of Jesus 
weighs less than an ounce. With a lack 
of resources like paper and money in 
the developing world, cost-efficient 
production is crucial and has allowed the 
distribution of the gospel in seventy-eight 
countries during the last three years—
including eight of the ten countries where 
Christians are persecuted most.

The Story  
of Jesus This map shows just a small sampling of the reach of 

The Story of Jesus. In total, it has been translated into 
50 languages and distributed in 78 countries.
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BY THE NUMBERS
The Story of Jesus makes it possible to distribute the 
gospel all over the world. Since 2011, more than 47 million 
copies have been or are in the process of being distributed 
to children and their families. The stories enthrall children, 
instantly captivating them with the drawings. In areas where 
literacy is low, a child may be the only person in their family 
who can read, and if their reading level is limited, the pictures 
tell much of the story. That child can show and read the story 
to their siblings, friends, and parents. Just one copy of The 
Story of Jesus presents the gospel to at least two or three 
people—often more.

Where Are You Going?
The Story of Jesus is going places—perhaps along 
with you too. Consider how this tool can help your 
church or mission team connect in evangelism and 
discipleship ministry to children and their families.47Million

WORD OF MOUTH
“ We’ve seen an amazing response from children, parents, teachers, 
and pastors to The Story of Jesus. I saw children carrying them 
around constantly, keeping them in their bags and reading them 
several times. We also handed out Christmas cards and chocolate 
with every booklet, but the youth didn’t care about the chocolate 
and cards; instead, they looked at the pictures and read the story 
word for word. All the pastors are crazy to have this booklet for 
their ministries, and everyone is asking me for them. Our prayer 
and dream is to give The Story of Jesus to each child in Nepal.”

   Madan Shah, Founder and President  
of One Church One School Holistic Movement, Nepal

“ When I received The Story of Jesus booklets, I started using 
them as a guide to prepare my lessons, something the children 
could follow very easily since they have the booklets and the 
pictures. I have seen the attendance of my children’s church 
class increase from twelve to thirty-nine in three months. My 
class of children has become more spiritually mature.”

  Alice Chemey, Children’s Minister at International Revival Holy Church, Kenya

DavidCCook.org/Resourceful
Order The Story of Jesus in packs of 25 in English or 

Spanish to use in your church and community.

DavidCCook.org/Jesus
For international mission partnerships, please 

contact us about quantities of 10,000 or more. The 
Questionnaire on the home page will guide you to 

consider the best opportunity. The story is available in 
many languages including English, Spanish, French, 

Arabic, Chinese—more than fifty in all.
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 “The Koran doesn’t finish the story,” says Reverend Johnson 
Asare, a Christian ministry leader in Ghana. You can hear the 
enthusiasm in his voice as he describes The Story of Jesus, an 
illustrated Bible story created especially to appeal to children: 
“They want to know what happens to Jesus.”

Adults want to know too—and not only about Jesus. They 
face questions of life and death and evil spirits, even more so 
as the Ebola epidemic ravages communities in West Africa 
and takes a human and economic toll with effects for many 
years to come.

“People are looking for something different, for satisfaction,” 
says Johnson. “They want to know that when they die, they will 
go somewhere. They want assurance of salvation. Most people live 
in fear. I tell you, the biggest problem is not poverty or disease—
it’s spiritual poverty. There is a hunger for spiritual answers.” 

Johnson sees this as a crucial time to share The Story of Jesus 
and connect children and families to local churches. In 2013 
he received fifty samples from David C Cook and provided 
them to several pastors in Ghana for distribution. One pastor 
recounted the reaction in his village:  

Kids crowd around whoever has the story, and that just never 
happens with any other kind of book. One Muslim man watched 
with amazement as local youth disappeared into their huts to read 
their copies. He asked me, “What kind of book do you have that is 
creating all the excitement?”

Another example indicates how readily the good news spreads: 
One day, the story was given to a Muslim boy in a village. He read 

through it quickly. Then he called all his friends to come see and 
listen. The Muslim teacher there was amazed … the children came 
without prodding. He was wondering: What was in this book?

The attraction begins with colorful comic-style illustrations 
in the The Story of Jesus that are unlike any holy book most 
Muslims—or even Christians—have ever seen. The story draws 
them in with the familiar story of creation, which they recog-
nize from the Koran. They are familiar with Jesus too, because 
Islam acknowledges Him as a prophet. But readers soon discov-
er there’s more to the story: Page by page, the pictures show and 
the words tell of Jesus’ death and resurrection, the promise of 
salvation and the hope of heaven.

“Most materials are very conventional,” Johnson says of oth-
er Christian resources. “You may have to listen to something 
on a cassette or read it. But this one—it’s illustrated with amaz-
ing characters. And children in Africa love comic books. The 
format is one that children like. They flip through the whole 
thing, and they never stop looking at it.”

The excited response affirms the power of comic-style illus-
trations to communicate the gospel, as publisher David C 
Cook knows from 140 years of experience creating children’s 
discipleship resources, most recently, The Action Bible. With a 
global mission in mind, editors selected excerpts of The Action 
Bible to create The Story of Jesus to be used for local outreach by 
churches anywhere in the world. Johnson sees great opportu-
nity in Ghana.

“For 25 years,” he confides, “my vision and passion has been 
to share the gospel throughout all of Ghana and the entire 
African continent.” Since 1988 he has served as president of 
Markaz Al Bishara—Center for Good News—a ministry 
he founded in northern Ghana, in an area so dominated by 
Muslims that other Christian missionaries and church planters 
have shied away. The ministry has planted forty-five churches 
and is active in two hundred villages. Johnson has also helped 
to equip churches by facilitating the distribution of 1,500 
pastoral libraries of biblical reference books provided through 
another initiative of David C Cook. 

In 2013 when he saw the eager responses to samples of The 
Story of Jesus, Johnson gathered church leaders from all over 
Ghana to consider how they could use more of the booklets 
for evangelism. The leaders immediately prayed and began to 
discuss the opportunity for every child, and therefore every 
household, to receive The Story of Jesus.

Just two days later, they submitted a formal request to David 
C Cook for nine million booklets. It’s a bold request, beyond 
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Sharing The Story of Jesus while 
hearts and borders are open.
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WHEN THE SONS OF KEDAR

Genesis 25:13–15 lists the names of Ishmael’s twelve sons, including Kedar. We see his 
name again in Isaiah 42:10–11: 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 
    his praise from the ends of the earth … 
Let the wilderness and its towns raise their voices; 
    let the settlements where Kedar lives rejoice.

Since Muslims claim to be descendants of Abraham by way of Ishmael—and many 
scholars claim the prophet Muhammad descended from Kedar—we can read the words 
of the prophet Isaiah with hope that a growing number of Muslims will rejoice in their 
experience of the gospel and “sing to the Lord a new song.” RE: GENERATION

In Ghana, the number 
of Muslims has 
increased by

in one generation.

The next generation:

4 out of 10 
Ghanaians are under age 14.

The Republic of Ghana in West 
Africa is home to a population 
of 26 million people. 

The word Ghana means 
“Warrior King.” 

their means. Ghanaians are prepared to invest more than half of 
the cost to accomplish this—and in a nation where the majority 
earns less than two dollars per day, that says a lot about their 
passion and sacrifice for the gospel.

In addition to David C Cook’s investment of its own resources, 
mission-minded supporters are helping to accomplish this initia-
tive. It has become all the more pressing due to the rapid spread 
of Ebola just a few hundred miles away—close enough to raise 
concerns that Ghana’s West African borders may be closed. 

Now is the time to share The Story of Jesus with children in 
Ghana while hearts and borders are open.

“There is double hunger in most of Africa,” says Johnson. 
“The first one is physical hunger: Most people walk miles just 
for a bucket of water … and cannot afford three square meals a 
day. The second hunger is spiritual hunger. The gospel of Jesus 
meets this need.”

“I believe that The Story of Jesus is the tool we’ve been  
looking for.” 
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MARKAZ AL BISHARA
Markaz Al Bishara—Arabic for Center of Good News—exists primarily to bring African 
Muslims to Christ through prayer and relationships, in addition to meeting the practical 
needs of their communities. Serving in Ghana since 1988, this enterprising ministry 
publishes Christian resources, delivers social services and community development, 
plants churches, offers Bible courses, and provides leadership training facilities. 

Founded and run by Reverend Johnson Asare, Markaz Al Bishara seeks long-lasting 
development in Ghana. The rapid spread of the Muslim faith makes the work of Christians 
more urgent. Bishara staff members dedicate themselves to serving their Muslim 
neighbors and sharing the love of Christ with them. Even amid threats as serious as 
death, they work tirelessly and pray without ceasing for their Muslim friends.

At its inception, the organization wanted to spread the Word and meet immediate needs: 
through education, health, clean water, and microfinance projects. They focused on 
helping children, finding international sponsors to help provide food to entire families. 
They knew children needed schooling, but in some communities, there was no building. 
So they found a practical solution: They built a school. 

After implementing successful and sustained children’s programs, they started looking 
for more ways to reach families as a whole. They began a small microfinance enterprise 
in 1999. Loans made it possible for women to sell food and goods in the marketplace, 
while men ran small-scale farming operations, resulting in income that could be used 
for the benefit of their families and to pay back the loans. Bishara ran workshops 
about personal finances and savings, helping families understand how to budget for their 
day-to-day lives. 

The organization continues to grow. With a staff of 140 full-time and 300 part-time 
employees and volunteers, Markaz Al Bishara is active in two hundred villages and 
has planted forty-five churches. Most of its funding ministry comes from within Ghana, 
despite the fact that average income is less than two dollars per day. Most recently, 
Bishara began managing an eighty-room hotel and conference center, connecting the 
organization to people around the world and providing even more local jobs.

Markaz Al Bishara pursues a holistic approach to ministry that serves their country in 
word and deed.

Loans made it possible for 
women to sell food and goods in 
the marketplace.

Ministry Partner Profile

Markaz Al Bishara is active in 
two hundred villages and has 
planted forty-five churches.

Founded and run by Reverend 
Johnson Asare, Markaz Al 
Bishara seeks long-lasting 
development in Ghana.
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Recording a new album in the midst  
of pain brings perspective to worship: 

During earth-shattering moments,  
we need to be reminded of the  

certainty of God.

L I N C O L N  B R E W S T E R
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 Look back over the past couple of years 
of your life or maybe just the past two 
days. Are there “stand-out” moments 
that you can picture like snapshots? Or, 
does time whirl by? 

For me, the last few years have been a 
whirlwind … raising two growing boys 
who are busy with school, friends and 
church, being the best husband I can 
be to my wife Laura. Serving full-time 
at church, finding time to write and 
record. Honestly, sometimes weeks go 
by in a blur.

But sometimes everything comes to 
a grinding stop, sometimes your life 
takes on a surreal feel and you wonder if 
your world is falling apart. This actually 

happened to me a few months ago and 
those feelings of fear, dread and relief 
are still raw. I was about four days into 
recording a new album, Oxygen, when 
Laura, my wife of twenty years, was 
rushed to the ER. 

On the surface, she required a routine 
surgery to remove her gallbladder. But 
when a radiologist friend who attends our 
church viewed Laura’s scans, he noticed 
that her appendix looked odd. So on his 
recommendation, the surgeon removed 
both her gallbladder and her appendix. 
Afterwards we learned that Laura had 
a rare form of appendiceal cancer. That 
news hit us like a wrecking ball. Suddenly 
we found ourselves in oncologists’ offices, 

facing the big “C” while praying for direc-
tion and a miracle.

In the middle of our crisis, our good 
friends had their world crumble when 
their twenty-one-year-old son was killed 
in a car accident. More questions, more 
sadness, and more fear.

Then a week later, Laura was admitted 
to the hospital for a follow-up surgery 
to remove part of her intestine, and this 
surgery was no joke. She would have to 
spend a week in the hospital, and then 
we would have to wait a week to find out 
if any cancer had spread, and if it had 
… well let’s just say that road was one 
that we prayed we wouldn’t face. It was 
all very scary and overwhelming. 

Lincoln and his wife Laura, and their two 
sons, Levi and Liam. We’re guessing the 
dogs’ names begin with L too.



While I sat in Laura’s hospital room 
as she recovered, I would work on new 
songs, sometimes in the middle of 
the night. I caught myself asking if I 
was writing songs that she could sing 
… songs of truth that she could latch 
onto and believe in, songs that would 
encourage her. I remembered some ad-
vice that my good friend Paul Baloche 
once gave me. He said that I should 
always ask the question: What words 
do I want to put in people’s mouths to 
sing back to God? These songs need-
ed to work, they needed to be honest, 
truthful, and hopeful.

Between Laura’s cancer and our friends’ 
loss, we were left in that state where you 

desperately crave clarity … when your 
head and heart are shouting WHY?

Over the years I’ve learned with time 
and trials, that it isn’t actually clarity 
that we need. It’s certainty. During those 
earth-shattering moments, what we need 
is to be reminded of the certainty of God. 
The certainty that He loves us, the cer-
tainty that He will never forsake us, and 
that He has a plan for us. It’s that rock 
that we hold onto when the ship goes 
down and the waves threaten to overtake 
us. We need God even more than we 
need to breathe. There’s something even 
more important than life itself.

So I would ask you this … are you 
singing truth over yourself and those 

around you? Are you singing truth as 
your congregation meets together? Are 
you filling their lives and hearts with 
certainty in God? Is your worship time 
building a foundation?

In the blink of an eye, everything 
can change. We hit the pavement hard, 
our breath knocked out of us. But it’s 
in those desperate times, that the truth 
becomes clear.

We mix up facts and truth all the time, 
but truth doesn’t change because of facts. 
My job as a worship leader is to sing 
and speak truth whether I feel it or not. 
Whether the facts of our lives seem to 
match up or not, the truth is, we exist to 
praise God. And sometimes, even when 
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you don’t feel like it, you have to show up out of pure faithfulness. If 
I can encourage you today, know this: As you teach, lead and wor-
ship together, you are building that certainty. 

Don’t feel like praising God? Yeah, I don’t always feel like it either. 
Do it anyway. That’s why it’s called a “sacrifice of praise.”

And when you show up, focus on the certainties of God in the 
middle of your uncertainty. Just breathe in and exhale and put one 
foot in front of the other until you finish what He has put you 
here to do. Sometimes that sacrifice is the greatest “in spirit and in 
truth” worship moment you can have. 

I’m beyond grateful to tell you that my wife is now cancer-free—
and though in this season I’m finding it quite easy to praise God, 
I know that there will again come a time when my faith will be 
tested, and I will have to lean on everything that I’m certain of, not 
just the things that I can see or make sense of. 

Give Praise a Chance
Becky Harling  When I was diagnosed with cancer over ten years ago, I begged 
God for healing. A friend of mine had another idea. She challenged me to spend 
twenty minutes a day in praise. I thought, What if I’m not feeling thankful? But as I 
intentionally praised God, I began to experience new joy—and my relationship with 
God has never been the same.

For more than twelve years I have participated in a practice that has radically 
changed my life. It began right after I was diagnosed with breast cancer. Scared and 
stressed out at the thought of a double mastectomy, worried about my kids and 
whether I would be a live to finish raising them, anxious and paralyzed over the 
thought of a full year of treatments, I decided to fast, pray, and beg God for healing 
and peace of mind.

When I told my mentor about my plan, she had another idea. She challenged me 
to spend twenty minutes a day for a week in pure praise. At the time, I remember 
thinking, Why in the world would I do that? Won’t it be hypocritical to praise God 
if I’m not feeling thankful? After wrestling with her suggestion, I decided I had noth-
ing to lose. I may as well give praise a chance.

God invites us to praise Him, not just because praise gives God his due, but also 
because of what it does in us and for us. Praise restores our faith, fills us with joy, 
calms our fears, and inspires us to love and obey God. If you long for those changes 
in your life, I invite you take the praise challenge:

Spend twenty minutes intentionally praising God for 30 days.

More than prolific songwriter and skillful musician, 
Lincoln Brewster is a worship leader at Bayside 
Church in California. His songs connect with  
many churches and individuals. 
Oxygen is Lincoln Brewster’s 
ninth project with Integrity Music, 
featuring new songs written by 
him and cowriters including  
Mia Fieldes (Hillsong).
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Today
The one Jesus loved. John 20:2

THE INVITATION
You have significance simply because I love you. You are My beloved child. That is your identity. Don’t measure your 
value in terms of how successful you are or what roles you play. You are valuable because I have declared you precious 
and honored. When life feels mundane and you are caught up in laundry, work, or cooking, it’s easy to doubt your 
importance in My kingdom. Nothing could be further from the truth. When feelings of insignificance torment you, 
come and praise Me. As you worship Me, your identity becomes more firmly rooted in Me, rather than in who you 
know or what you do. Thank Me for the price I paid for you. You are worth everything to Me. When you praise Me, 
you are more able to let go of worries about your worth and efforts to try to prove yourself. Always remember that you 
are a royal priest or priestess with a divine calling in My kingdom. It doesn’t get any better than that! (1 John 3:1; 
Isa. 43:4; Eph. 1:4; 1 Cor. 6:20; 1 Pet. 2:9) 

Focus your praise time on the truth that you have value and worth as God’s beloved child. Praise God that He 
calls you precious and honored. Because of Jesus Christ, your significance is ensured for all eternity. Praise Him 
that you have a divine calling as a royal priest or priestess. 

You are precious and honored in my sight, and … I love you. (Isa. 43:4)

LISTEN
Listen to “All the Poor and Powerless” performed by All Sons & Daughters. As you listen, praise Jesus that He 
has a special place in His heart for the poor and powerless, the bloody and bruised, the messy and marginalized.

PRAY
Lord Jesus, thank You that my identity and worth is firmly rooted in You. My job doesn’t define me, my relationships 
don’t define me, and my various roles don’t define me. I praise You for declaring me holy and dearly loved. You paid 
the highest price for my soul. How I thank You that I have value and significance in You. I am Your masterpiece, 
and You have gifted me uniquely for the roles You desire for me to play in Your kingdom. Thank You that I don’t 
need to compare my gifts to the gifts of others in order to feel special. In Your kingdom, I am a royal priest/priestess.  
I praise You that I am a coheir with Christ and have inherited every blessing through Him. (Col. 3:12; 1 Cor. 6:12;  
Eph. 2:10; Isa. 43:4; Rom. 8:17)

JOURNAL
Think through your different roles (child, friend, spouse, parent, teacher, musician, and so on). Why might it 
be harmful for you to define yourself in terms of these roles? How would your life be different if you defined 
yourself as “the one Jesus loves”? What did you experience today in your time of praise? 
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 They are the last words of Jesus from the cross—
the words He died by: “It is finished.” And for Tullian 
Tchividjian, pastor and author and sinner, they are the 
words to live by. Not to mention the equivalent re-
cently tattooed on his arm. With that statement, Jesus 
pronounced His atonement for the sin of the world 
and His accomplishment of the work of salvation that 
is ours to claim by grace, through faith.

“Lots of people talk about justification by grace 
alone through faith alone in the finished work of Christ 
alone. But then it’s almost as if that glorious  doctrine 

remains in our past,” Tullian says as he recounts the 
difficult personal journey that brought him to redis-
cover the “now” of the gospel. 

“I had always believed the gospel is the good news 
that we are saved from the past, and the gospel is the 
good news that we will be saved in the future. But 
what I had failed to grasp at an experiential level is 
that the gospel also saves us in the present.”

“I have a friend named John Zahl who says, ‘God’s 
office is at the end of our rope.’ I experienced that first-
hand, and my whole life changed. My understanding 

C O V E R  S T O R Y



of Christianity in many ways changed … and what it actually 
means as we make our way through the grind of life is that God 
loves us unconditionally—and that Jesus paid it all—and that 
we live our lives under a banner that says, ‘It is finished.’”

The turning point awakened a new zeal in him for an old 
message of radical, generous, inexhaustible grace. Think Martin 
Luther and the Protestant Reformation. Tullian asserts it’s time 
for another—and he’s on a mission to bring the message of sola 
gratia, grace alone, to a church laboring under the burden of 
performance-based Christianity.

BEAUTIFUL, PAINFUL LIBERATION
For all his earnestness about church history and theology, 
Tullian speaks with energetic ease and wry humor. He even 
jokes that sarcasm is his family’s love language. And then there’s 
explaining for the umpteenth time how to pronounce his last 
name: Cha-vi-jin, which rhymes with religion. Even going by 
first name only—like Usher or Bono or Elvis—would not be 
easy because people mispronounce that too. It’s TUH-llian. 

Yet underneath the jesting swells the powerful, grace-charged 
liberation of a man unmasked of pride in his identity and rep-
utation. Now forty-two, he’s been candid about the rough-and-
tumble behavior that got him kicked out of the house at six-
teen and about his return to faith at twenty-one. But it was a 
series of unfortunate and exposing events in his adult life—as a 
pastor no less—that brought him to the painful realization he 

describes as “the best thing that ever happened to me” because 
it helped him realize what it really means to live an “It is fin-
ished” faith.

The realization began to dawn when his parents divorced 
ten years ago and Tullian was forced to confront the self-con-
fidence he had always staked in his family name: “I was a 
Tchividjian. My parents were well established in the commu-
nity, my mother as a nationally renowned speaker and author, 
the daughter of Billy Graham, my father was the sophisticated 
European psychologist.”

“I had put my parents up on a pedestal … and as long as 
I was their son, I told myself, I was someone. So when they 
announced their separation, it threw me.… I had to go back 
and reinterpret my entire life. It was painful.”  But, he says, 
“Our response to suffering reveals what we’re building our life 
on and what we’re depending on to make life worth living.”

“The grief of my parents’ divorce brought me to my knees, 
and put me in touch with my need for God in a way that noth-
ing else could have at that moment. Grace always runs down-
hill, meeting us at the bottom, not the top.”

Then in 2009, another blow: Tullian’s new post as pas-
tor of Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, was fraught with controversy over changes to the 
worship and teaching styles that had been associated with 
the forty-seven-year legacy of the church’s founding pastor, 
D. James Kennedy. The glare of media exposure only made it 
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worse. There was no escaping, no pretending. “I was crying 
out to God with clenched fists,” he confessed at a conference 
of fellow pastors.

“What people thought about me was so important to me—
and therefore I was afraid, and I was trying to control people 
and circumstances and who was saying what. It was terrible. 
It was wearing me out, and it was making me a slave. And the 
gospel came through to me and freed me from the bondage of 
spending my time and energy trying to control what others 
were saying about me.”

Tullian says the gospel—not a new one, but the same good 
news Jesus came to proclaim—cannot be fully expressed apart 
from the ever-amazing grace that: “saves us from things like 
fear and insecurity and the burden of people-pleasing and the 
endless search for love and approval and acceptance. The gospel 
saves us here and now, each and every day, from the pressure 
to generate our own worth … and our own value … and to 
validate ourselves … and to justify our lives by the things we do 
and the people we know.”

“Lots of Christians are missing out on the beautiful liber-
ation that accompanies the day in, day out knowing that—
because of what Jesus has done, because of His performance 
for us, because of His obedience for us, because of His substi-
tutionary work on our behalf—there is absolutely nothing that 
can separate us from the love of God.”

THEOLOGY AS POETRY
Passion resonates in Tullian’s voice when he preaches, and he 
often recites the theology packed into the poetry of old hymns 
like this favorite:

In my place condemned He stood; 
Sealed my pardon with His blood.
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Many of the hymns he learned as he grew up in church—
particularly the ones that focus on Christ—have ingrained the 
truth he finally came to understand years later. “Christ’s love for 
me makes me want to respond:

Take my life and let it be  
Consecrated, Lord to thee
Take my moments and my days,  
Let them flow in ceaseless praise …”

“It’s not about the age of the song; it’s about the substance. 
When it comes to music, I’m not a chronological snob. I’m 
not looking backward and thinking that everything in the 
past is better. And I’m not looking forward and thinking 
everything new is better. I love all kinds of music,” says the 
Presbyterian pastor.

And then comes the discovery that the weekly Monday 
Morning Music posts on his blog are not about hymns at all, 

Resourceful Magazine  |  31  |  DavidCCook.org



but about his “not-so-secret addiction” 
to electronic dance music (EDM).

“I can’t give you a theological expla-
nation for that,” he admits with a 
laugh. Although he notes that his wor-
ship pastor recently wrote an article 
to explore the cultural and spiritual 
connections of infectious beats and air 
synths, suggesting that EDM catches 
us up “in a never-ending loop of joy. 

The Bible similarly describes eternity 
as a euphoric repetition of heavenly 
beings who never cease crying, ‘Holy, 
holy, holy’ (Rev. 4:8).”

“I don’t know what it is about elec-
tronic dance music,” Tullian says, “but 
when I listen to it, I feel a sense of 
unconditional love and grace. It moves 
me in a very deep way.”

And so the gospel persistently puls-
es with the promise of inexhaustible 
grace for an exhausted world.

“The church should be the one insti-
tution in all of society where weary 
and heavy-laden people can come and 
find rest. All too often, instead what 
they get are to-do lists.” 

Tullian only has to raise his left arm 
to remember—and to show—a tattoo 
of truth that is more than skin deep: 
The gospel is not about what we do, 
but what Christ has already done. It 
is finished. 

C O V E R  S T O R Y
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Rediscovering Gospel Grace
Tullian Tchividjian explains what fueled his recent book—One 
Way Love: Inexhaustible Grace for an Exhausted World—and 
why he’s excited about his new daily devotional coming out in 
January 2015—It Is Finished: 365 Days of Good News. 

I have become increasingly convinced that for the most part—and I don’t 
think this is intentional—the brand of Christianity that most people have 
adopted if they grew up going to church has been a “Just do it” form of 
Christianity rather than an “It is finished” form of Christianity. It’s not that 
what we do is unimportant, but what we do is infinitely less important than 
what Jesus has done for us. So the flavor of my writing, my preaching, 
and just about everything I say has this “It is finished-ness” about it. 

As a publisher, David C Cook is a bona fide partner. They believe in 
the message too—and it’s not my message, it’s God’s message. It’s 
not all about my marketability, although they know how to create good 
products. David C Cook is a rock-solid business, but they think like a 
ministry. And they want to publish this message because it has actually 
transformed their lives personally.

The goal of the devotional book is for people—either in the morning or 
at night or anytime during the day—to get a word of good news. Our 
performance-based habits don’t die easily, but little by little, day by 
day, God meets our mess with His mercy, our guilt with His grace, our 
desperation with His deliverance.

One of the ways we could define discipleship is the painful process of 
blessed self-forgetfulness. There is a tremendous amount of spiritual 
narcissism inside the church today, where we’re obsessing over how 
we’re doing, if we’re doing it right, what we’re doing wrong, how do we 
fix ourselves, how do we fix other people. That’s not a biblical definition 
of discipleship. I love the way Eugene Peterson says it: “Discipleship is a 
process of paying more and more attention to God’s righteousness and 
less and less attention to our own.” 

We can become, if we’re not careful, very much like the Pharisees in 
Jesus’ day, where we start adding law on top of law on top of law, with 
man-made traditions—and then we attach a word like discipleship to it. 
It’s instinctive for us to think very conditionally. So on the days when I 
wake up and read three chapters in the Bible and journal two pages and 
pray for thirty minutes, I’m tempted to think God is happier with me than 
when I read three verses in the Bible, and I don’t journal at all, and I pray 
while I’m in the shower. Not true. We have to be careful even as we talk 
about things like spiritual disciplines and the practice of discipleship.

My friends, hear the good news: The gospel tells us, “It is finished.” We 
are loved unconditionally. We have nothing to prove or protect. We can 
stop pretending. We can take off our masks and be real. 



A Brokenhearted 
Kind of Beautiful
How Christine D’Clario found forgiveness—and her true voice— 
in songs of worship.

 Blessed with a beautiful voice and plenty of charisma to boot, being on stage was a 
no-brainer for someone who loved music as much as Christine D’Clario does. Trouble 
is, her heart wasn’t really in what—and who—she was singing about in church, and 
underneath the pristine façade, she was lost and still struggling to make sense of her 
troubled past.

You see, when Christine was only six-and-a-half, her father passed away after a long 
struggle with alcoholism, and the self-proclaimed “daddy’s girl” who shared his artistic 
tendencies, missed him like crazy. If losing her father wasn’t already difficult enough, 
not long after, her mother re-married and the family relocated from New York to her 
family’s native Puerto Rico. 

“A pattern of relational despair and tragedy began to create a deep-seated bitterness 
in my heart,” she says. “I found myself feeling displaced and struggling to get along 
with my stepfather.” It left her with a serious case of “orphan syndrome,” and Christine 
desperately longed for an escape.

And that’s precisely where music came in. It was her bliss in the midst of the chaos, and 
Christine gave herself completely to it. Finding kindred spirits in Crystal Lewis and Jaci 
Velasquez, artists who were both bilingual like she was, Christine loved singing along with 
anything that came in a performance track and entered numerous singing contests. Basi-
cally whenever she couldn’t cope with what life threw at her, she found an oasis in song.
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Faithfulness
It’s the way He looks at me,  
not a thing He doesn’t see

Yet covers all of my regrets  
just to prove His faithfulness

It’s the way He always gives 
everything that I might live

His very life and nothing less just 
to prove His faithfulness

Faithfulness, His faithfulness, 
Faithfulness, so rich, so deep

I have found through everything 
His faithfulness is all to me

It’s the way He walks beside, 
whether it be day or night

No matter where the road 
unwinds just to prove  
His faithfulness

Song lyric excerpt from “Faithfulness” by  
Christine D’Clario, Don Poythress, Anthony Skinner.   
© 2013 Integrity Worship Music/Cleveland Boy Music 
& Integrity’s Alleluia! Music. Used by permission.  
All rights reserved.

Unfortunately, not even music could keep her from trouble once she entered her teen 
years. She “fell in love with the wrong man,” suffered rejection, and still more loss. Sadly, 
her portrait of what a father looked like was distorted because she felt like anyone who 
was ever close to her ended up leaving. 

“I began to see a common thread of unprovoked hurt from every relationship that was 
important to me,” she recalls. “As a result, I acted out in rebellion—but I stayed close to 
my church roots, maintaining an outward religious veneer on Sundays for my Christian 
friends. When I got into college, my greatest desire was for fame, and the only place I 
could find acceptance was onstage through the applause after I sang.”

But there in the music—in the worship that filled the room, if not her heart—she 
came to a turning point. “I was invited to sing backup vocals for a large worship gather-
ing at a prestigious concert hall in Puerto Rico. I walked into the rehearsal a few nights 
before and was struck by the power and authenticity of the worship that was filling the 
rehearsal. It was then that the Holy Spirit began heavily convicting my heart. I respond-
ed to God with an ultimatum: Okay, God, if what I’m feeling is real, if You’re real, if You 
care and if I matter to You at all, You have until midnight to show me.” 

That evening after the rehearsal, she went out with the worship team to a restaurant. 
“A woman—whom I didn’t know and whom I had already sized up and judged in a 
very self-righteous manner—approached us while a friend was praying over me. She 
interrupted and proceeded to give me the most real and powerful word of knowledge 
and encouragement I have ever had. It was through that woman the Lord clearly spoke 
to me to say: I do exist. I do care. You do matter to me. And I do have something in store for 
you. I’ve just been waiting for you to open the door.”  

That night forever changed the trajectory of her ministry, and more importantly, her 
relationship with God. And as she continued to work through her past, more tragedy 
was brought to light including abuse by several trusted family acquaintances. But as she 
let more and more of God in her life, healing and restoration began.

“It was only when I fully opened myself up to all God had for me that an intensive 
process of healing and forgiving could begin. I was surprised by how painful it was to let 
go of the hurt that others had inflicted on me. It was as if my heart had grown around 
the pain as only a living membrane can do. And forgiveness was the scalpel the Lord 
used to operate on me. As I embraced and acknowledged His forgiveness of my rebellion 
and hypocrisy, I slowly learned how to let go of my bitterness and to forgive those who 
had hurt me.”

“It took eighteen years for me to let go, forgive, and receive restoration,” Christine 
says. “And what I began to realize from that night was that I don’t want anything except 
for living in God’s presence because we were made to be united with Him.”

And that’s the chief message that Christine wants to convey as she invites others into 
brokenhearted, beautiful worship—whether in contemporary Spanish worship songs 
already well-known to audiences in Latin America, or in her first English-language 
album, Deeper, and its Spanish counterpart, Mas Profundo.

“I’ve been through the difficult process to heal such a broken past, and now I’ve 
understood that superficial Christianity just won’t do it for me—or anyone who’s had a 
true encounter with God.”  

It was as if my heart had grown around  
the pain as only a living membrane can 
do. And forgiveness was the scalpel the 
Lord used to operate on me.

W O R S H I P
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The Story Behind the Song
A century after a “Silent Night” on the battlefront, the world still longs for heavenly peace.

 World War I started in the summer of 1914, and nobody 
dreamed it would take four years and sixteen million dead 
before the war would end. Yet that Christmas contained a 
moment that continues to be talked about today, one hundred 
years later. 

After yet another day of fighting on Christmas Eve, British 
soldiers saw their German counterparts light and lift candles 
into the air. The German soldiers were exposed by the light, 
their weapons nowhere to be seen, and from their trenches 
came the sound of a Christmas carol whose melodies were pro-
foundly familiar to British ears.

Drifting across no man’s land where the dead still lay, the 
melody of “Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!” met British ears. At first 

they were curious and belligerent, but after some time joined in 
the chorus; “Silent Night! Holy Night!” they sang.

This was the beginning of a few days of relative peace be-
tween the troops, as men on both sides of the trenches set aside 
their weapons and came together to exchange gifts, sing togeth-
er, and play soccer.

On Christmas Day, a joint service was held to bury the 
dead that were previously unreachable because of the fighting. 
During the service the Germans and British prayed together 
and read from the Psalms, honoring the lives of their fallen.

The Christmas truce soon passed and fighting resumed, but 
for a moment gunfire had faded away as the shared humanity 
of warring nations was realized through song—calling them to 
peace in the midst of the violence of war. 

Silent Night Carols
Writers Ben Cantelon and Nick Herbert were commissioned by Integrity Music to write a new chorus for the classic carol 
“Silent Night” for the Christmas album Silent Night Carols. Their aim is to bring it alive again for a new generation and for  
the song to play a part in the 2014 commemoration of the start of World War I and the famous Christmas truce.

The album features Faye Streek on the title song, as well as other familiar carols recorded by Paul Baloche, Lincoln Brewster, 
Keith and Kristyn Getty, Moya Brennan, The Billiance, Tom Howard, and more. Like all the best songs, “Silent Night” has 
an enduring power to break boundaries and unite enemies. This simple song continues to inspire today, leading us to 
stop awhile and remember the powerful truth that “Christ the Savior is born.”
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DavidCCook.org/Resourceful
November 25–December 24: Enjoy a  

free download of “Silent Night (Christ The  
Saviour Is Born)” from Silent Night Carols.  

Limited to the first 1,000 downloads.

DavidCCook.org/Resourceful
Watch the video:  

The songwriters discuss 
 their creative approach  

to this classic carol.
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DavidCCook.org/Resourceful
Stream the playlist of songs—and maybe even select  
a few for upcoming church services.

Enjoy a free download of the first song on the playlist: 
“Great I AM.”
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A playlist of songs and a 
devotional reading to tune your 
heart in worship of the Great I AM.



REFLECTION
When a Jewish crowd had asked Jesus, “Who do you think you 
are?” he answered, “Before Abraham was, I AM.” What did that 
mean to His hearers in first-century Jerusalem? What does it mean 
to you today?

“Very truly I tell you,”  
Jesus answered, “before Abraham 

was born, I am!”  JOHN 8:58

 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to 
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they 
ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” God 
said to Moses, “I Am Who I Am. This is what you are to say to 
the Israelites: ‘I Am has sent me to you’” (Exod. 3:13, 14).

Moses’ encounter with the bush that burned but was not 
consumed in the far side of the desert turned out to be a major 
revelation of God Himself. Moses needed to be assured that he 
hadn’t just had a hallucination; he wanted some way to let the 
rest of his people know whom he had been with. God reveals 
His unchanging name: I Am Who I Am. Looking at the 
original Hebrew, it could seem that God actually 
said, “I Am Who I Am.” Various translators 
and commentators have explained this as: 
“I am the One who always is.” “I am, I 
will be.” “I am He who is, who was, and 
will be present.”

The late Christian thinker and 
apologist, Francis Schaeffer, wrote a 
book entitled The God Who Is There, 
which is basically what God reveals 
about Himself to Moses. He exists—
He always has; He is not going away, and 
is not a figment of our imagination.

This truth about the person of God is rein-
forced in the book of Revelation. John lines out who 
gave this vision: “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the 
Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Al-
mighty” (Rev. 1:8). The heavenly worshippers confirm it: “Day 
and night they never stop saying: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord 
God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come’” (Rev. 4:8b).

Songwriter Jared Anderson picks up on the fullness of this 
perspective in his song “Great I Am.” In fact, the chorus lines 
it out very well.

Hallelujah—or, Hallelu Yah—to praise or boast in the Lord.
Holy, Holy—Rather than just a description of His character, 

Isaiah 57:15 calls God “He who lives for ever, whose name is 
Holy.…” In other words, that word doesn’t just describe Him, 
but “Holy” is His name. Isaiah then went on to refer to Him as 
qadosh, the “Holy” of Israel. He is wholly other, morally supe-
rior and set apart from creation.

God Almighty—This phrase in Hebrew is El Shaddai. 
It means “all bountiful, all sufficient, one who nourishes all, 
pouring out blessings abundantly.” It refers not just to power, 
but also to that power being used to provide for those who are 
related to Him. There is a sense of intimate relationship in El 

Shaddai, the Almighty God.
Great I Am—The Expositor’s Bible Com-
mentary sums up the sense of Moses’ rev-

elation very well: “I am truly He who 
exists and who will be dynamically pres-
ent then and there in the situation to 
which I am sending you.” He is the 
One “who was, and is, and is to come.”

The Israelites needed to know that 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

was with them still. That is true for us 
today. We are not alone, not uncared for. 

No matter where I am, He is. No matter 
when, He was there, and is already there. 

This is the God who offers us relationship with Him-
self—One who is not just overwhelmingly “Other,” but our al-
ways-present, powerful, intimate Provider. The mountains may 
shake and the demons run and flee before Him, but He also 
wants us by His side and close to His heart. This is the Great I 
Am that we praise!

As you listen to or sing this song in worship, think of God’s 
character lined out in the names Holy, El Shaddai, and I Am. 
Thank Him specifically for how He has shown Himself as that 
in your life. 

Worshipping the Great I AM
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 Parents typically spend hundreds of dollars on extracurricular 
activities for their children. Money spent on training in martial 
arts is considered an investment in children’s safety. Private tu-
toring is often purchased for a child struggling academically. It 
is quite average for a family to spend $9,076 yearly on expendi-
tures for three youth participating in sports. 

We need to invest in our children spiritually.  
One way to invest in our children spiritually is by advancing 

what I call their “worship training.” Participation in worship 
training is a major component to a child’s spiritual develop-
ment and well-being. I consider this second in importance only 
to helping them obtain assurance of their salvation. 

Here are four practical applications of worship training, 
both at home and in children’s ministry, and how they can 
benefit children.

1  WORSHIP HELPS KIDS IN THEIR SPIRITUAL WALK 
Children who experience true worship grow in their personal 
relationship with God as they learn to put their trust in God 
and to be led by His Spirit. Children who are given the oppor-
tunity to worship God both publicly and privately will be less 
stressed and more able to deal with negative emotions. 

Children who worship on a regular basis will develop hearts 
filled with gratefulness as they recognize God’s goodness and 
mercy. They will be much more able to extend those graces 
towards others. 

2  WORSHIP USHERS PEACE INTO THEIR ENVIRONMENT
Worship can be a wonderful avenue to release peace into an en-
vironment, whether it is the church or home setting. Encour-
age parents to play worship music before bedtime. Especially 
for those children who have difficulty falling asleep or struggle 
with fearful dreams, anointed music can usher peace into their 
hearts and home.

3  WORSHIP INSPIRES CREATIVITY
Family ministry can be an avenue to help children find and 
grow their talents. Some parents invest money in their chil-
dren’s talents when talents have been discovered. But not ev-
ery child discovers his gifts at a young age. Creativity can be 
birthed in worship. 

Encourage parents to allow their children to express them-
selves in private worship at home. Let them try drawing, paint-
ing, writing, or dancing while listening to anointed music. Un-
known gifts may be discovered.

4  WORSHIP HELPS THEM MEMORIZE THE WORD
There are many ways worship may be expressed, but singing 
is probably the most common for children. It is well known 
that putting Bible verses to song is the fastest and easiest way 
for many children to memorize Scripture. Putting the Word 
to music is wonderful for memorization we usually retain well 
into adulthood.

Remember that children are truly worshiping only if they 
understand the meaning. Adults often teach songs, but forget 
to teach the meaning of the words or concepts. I have often 
inquired of a child the meaning of words in a song only to 
discover they are clueless about what they are singing about. 
To teach them words and melody without meaning robs them 
of the ability to truly worship. Help them to understand what 
they are singing.

For a minimal financial amount compared to the annual cost 
of sports, tutoring, and other activities, churches and parents 
can invest in solid worship tools and resources. While the fi-
nancial cost may be minimal, the spiritual impact of using such 
resources can be deeper and more profound than anything else 
a child receives. Worship music CD’s, DVDs and books that 
encourage the habit of worship will help build a foundation for 
a lifestyle of peace, gratefulness, and trust.  
Peggy Nelson, TruMinistry.com

W O R S H I P

Four Ways Worship Helps Kids
One way to invest in our children spiritually is by advancing their “worship training.”

Kid-Friendly Worship Resources
Shout Praises Kids produces kid-friendly worship 
resources from Integrity Music that are great for 
children’s ministry and home use, including the new 
release, Ultimate Kids Christmas Worship. 
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IntegrityMusicDirect.com/Kids 
Find this album and  

a great selection of kids  
worship resources.

http://www.IntegrityMusicDirect.com/Kids
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The Hardest Peace
A new memoir by Kara Tippetts faces the devastation of stage-four 
cancer with an invitation to join her in moving away from fear and 
control and toward peace and grace.    

Kara Tippetts  I am my father’s daughter, raised and bruised by his anger. But that 
was not all. There was another in my life who taught differently, one openhearted, joy-
ful, and brave. When I met the embrace of this woman, I felt as though I was delighted 
in, enjoyed, deeply loved. 

Grandma Elnora. If my father was anger, she was joy. She extended herself in every 
direction to meet my siblings and me in love. She taught me that life was seldom what 
you expected, but you could endure. Her hard life was different from my own, but 
she showed me there was joy even in the harsh disappointments of life. Her farm was 
my sanctuary.

My home now has the stool I perched myself upon as a towheaded young thing in the 
corner of my grandma’s bright-red kitchen. I would sit and listen to the sweet Kentucky 
cadence of the accents of my family members close and distant as stories were shared 
around her generous, full table. I loved visiting her home, I knew the door was always 
open to me. I would find her running through the side door hollering in the delight of 
my arrival: “Mercy, mercy, mercy, look who came to see me!” 

The story of my childhood consists of high highs and low lows. I was the youngest, 
the observer, the witness to so much pain. I muted myself before the swelling anger that 
filled our house and stole the peace of all who resided within its walls. When I faced 
my towering daddy from my smallness, his beet-red face, the spitting words at a fevered 
pitch, the screaming that was meant to correct, only broke my heart. 
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After the screaming and the paddle, I was greeted by the kind 
faces of my siblings. They did not speak words to me, their 
faces a mix of relief that it wasn’t them and sorrow that it was 
the littlest this time. My brother was the oldest, my sister the 
middle, and then there was me. Each of us with our own unre-
lenting desire to please, our bond formed in pain and silence, 
the sibling understanding. 

When my brother and sister found themselves under the 
heavy blow of the disappointments of our father, 
I would scramble to help. I could not 
make it right. I could only witness, 
and attempt to comfort with 
the few tools of love I had. 
I could not protect them 
from the hardness that 
was growing down into 
their own stories as 
their bodies grew tall. 

Eventually my 
siblings grew and 
left the house, and 
at the age of four-
teen I stiffened my 
neck. My justice 
met its final straw 
and the absence of my 
siblings hardened me. I 
spent as much time away 
from home as possible. My 
driver’s license was the great-
est gift I had ever received. I be-
came resentful to any authority in 
my life. Remembering now the unkindness  
I lived with all those years ago hurts my heart.  
I hurt that my parents and I didn’t have the strength of charac-
ter to move toward one another. I was living with such anger, 
and I became an expert at pushing my parents away. 

In my rebellion and anger, I would walk in their front door 
and climb out my bedroom window. I worshiped at the altar 
of cheap beer, bad pot, and lame relationships. I was happily 
living on an island with my friends, enjoying utter freedom 
within the lies I presented to my parents. Mom and Dad were 
utterly connected to one another, and my problems and hard-
ness were working at distancing them as I had hoped. I still 
met them occasionally at the Sandpiper restaurant to pretend 

and play the game that life was good—great even—if that 
would buy me a little more freedom. 

By the end of my senior year, I was more than ready to leave 
my parents’ house, the darkness within myself having become 
a knot. Dad and I could hardly reside in the same room to-
gether. He, taking on the new role of administrator of a school, 
suddenly wanted to rein me in. He was too late. I had already 
left. Mom and dad found themselves hopeless at the foot of 

my anger. I had worn them down, worn them 
out, and they struggled to find places to 

connect with me.
   I’ll never forget the day that 
senior year in German class 

where I sat next to the zeal-
ous convert. Michele was 

beyond excited to share 
her story. She desper-
ately wanted to intro-
duce me to her Jesus. 
She saw my hurting 
heart, and wanted 
me to meet the lead-
ers that knew how to 
articulate faith. I saw 

in her something of 
Grandma Elnora: joy 

that had nothing to do 
with purchased fun. Even 

though I had become utterly 
married to my bitterness, I was 

quietly looking for a reprieve from 
my spiraling story. 

      I really didn’t trust her, but curiosity 
won. Michele invited me to accompany her to youth 

group at Grace Community Church. That first night the youth 
pastor spoke on forgiveness. Not just the forgiveness available 
in Jesus, but the forgiveness he himself needed—forgiveness 
with his wife, forgiveness to live in honest community. The 
public sharing of failure was revolutionary to me. Didn’t this 
guy know these secrets were supposed to be locked behind 
closed doors? Didn’t he know the unwritten rule? Don’t tell. 

I didn’t have a problem seeing myself as wrong. I was simply 
fighting to pretend to be right in the eyes of others. This youth 
pastor was offering me the freedom to let all of that go. He was 
showing me that his weakness was his strength, and there was 
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love to be known in brokenness. He was 
inviting me to open wide my hands, and 
admit my fault, make things right, love 
honestly, and be loved in return. Loved, 
not for how I performed, but for who I 
was, exactly where I was. 

Once I met Jesus, I knew my life 
was forever changed. But I also knew 
I had a lifetime of habits that I needed 
the grace of God to walk away from. 
Certainly the habits of life, but more 
difficult would be the anger, pride, fear, 
and bitterness. I knew I needed men-
tors and friends who would encourage 
me to live differently.

I slowly began to see grace for my par-
ents. I desperately wanted them to know 
the truth of love that I was flourishing 
under. Unfortunately, my irritating zeal 
pushed them even farther away, though 
they were grateful to see me walking 
away from drugs. 

At my graduation open house, I turned 
to my hero grandmother and asked her if 
it meant anything to her that I was going 
to be baptized. With tears in her eyes, 
she admitted to years of praying for me. 
From this place of shared faith, grandma 
and I grew closer and closer through the 
years. I continued to sit on the stool in 
the corner of her kitchen. I watched, ob-
served, and finally understood the power 
of her love. It was Jesus. 

My siblings and I, each in our own 
way, walked away from and embraced 
the legacy of our childhood. Like our 
father before us, we struggle under the 
enormity of life, and feel ill-equipped to 
live it honestly and well. Like him, we 
want to rant in unbridled anger. Thank-
fully I have seen each of my siblings take 
hold of the truth of Jesus and humbly 
walk in repentance. The lessons were 
hard in coming, hard in embracing.

In two days, I’m returning to the MRI. 
MRIs, PET scans, CAT scans, radiation 
machines, I have met them all—every 
shape, every size. They are big, cold, 
lonely, and scary, but they are necessary 
in this battle against cancer. 

I have had so many surgeries. Under 
my clothes I look like a science exper-
iment. But I am no longer the scared 
little girl who struggled for love. No, I 
enter the scary and hard times looking 
for grace, expecting grace, with face lift-
ed, walking in love unimaginable. Life 
is not as I dreamed it would be all those 
years ago. In many ways, it’s far beyond 
those dreams. 

My littlest daughter, Story Jane, trac-
es my scars with her little fingers, and 
asks when they will leave. Story Jane sees 
them, asks about them, and then lingers 
closely, knowing only a fraction of what 
they mean. I think she knows the heart 

Power for Living
As you read this story, did you know you can easily share it 
with others through Power for Living? The Hardest Peace 
is featured in the spring 2015 release of Power for Living, a 
quarterly pack of 13 weekly take-home papers for adults. 
You’ll find it filled with inspiring articles, well-suited as church 
bulletin inserts and for community outreach through church-to-
home contacts, convalescent ministries, and prison ministries.

Whatever their circumstances, readers find encouragement 
and strength through the Christian teachings and testimonies, 
like Kara’s, that demonstrate the powerful work of God’s Spirit 
and His Word both in and through His people.

I watched, observed, and finally understood 
the power of her love. It was Jesus.
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I enter the scary and hard times looking 
for grace, expecting grace, with face 
lifted, walking in love unimaginable.

of what my scars represent, but her lit-
tleness, like my own so many years ago, 
makes understanding our developing sto-
ry difficult. I could not know the heart of 
my dad in his anger because of the little-
ness I watched from. Story also struggles 
to know and understand the hurt in our 
story from the perch of her young age. She 
witnesses the tears, sees my baldness. But 
all she knows is the warmth of my touch, 
here, today, and the kindness that greets 
her in her living. Years will give her un-
derstanding like they gave me, but today, 
sitting next to my love is enough. The 
other day she proclaimed that she never 
wanted to leave my side, that I was always 
the warmth she liked best. I said nothing, 
only snuggled closer with a hope for more 
days. More and more days of loving her. 
I want her to look back and see herself a 
daughter of love. 

My dad recently came to my house for 
Thanksgiving, and upon leaving he qui-
etly admonished each of my children to 
be good for mommy and daddy, that we 
needed them to be good. I winced in pain. 
I wanted to scream out at the lie of living 
to perform. The lie that good acting, good 
performing, good behavior is what Jason 
and I need to get through our hard times. 

I understood in that moment the ten-
sion my dad has lived under for so many 
years, and those moments of stress—those 
painful moments of anger during my 
childhood—were his own inability to fix 
something. Now, he cannot fix what is 
broken in me, and that must be so desper-
ately painful. 

His intention was to be helpful, but 
what that moment revealed was the 
heart of one who is facing a brokenness 
I do not know. So in those edges, those 
painful places, my dad and I do not un-
derstand one another. But there is grace. 
In the places my parents, my family, my 
community cannot fix, there is grace. Liv-
ing—the living of today—no matter the 
circumstance, is painful. It hurts deeply, 
relationships are confusing, obedience is 
unknowable at times, and the right path is 
hard to come by some days. But my chil-
dren’s disobedience does not disappoint 
this mama. I do not have the expectation 
of goodness for my children. That is not 
the truth of the Gospel, not the truth 
of grace to a hurting heart. The truth is: 
there is only love. 
Excerpt from The Hardest Peace:  Expecting Grace  
in the Midst of  Life’s Hard © 2014 Kara Tippetts
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 It is the same street, but two different cul-de-sacs. On one block, juice boxes are scat-
tered along the sidewalks. The driveways contain the imaginary chalk master-

pieces from the children, running and playing from yard to yard. Parents 
mingle catching up on stories of their neighbors’ lives, and caring for 

the kids. The adults celebrate the children’s artwork and engage 
in conversation making each other feeling known. The block 
is filled with joy, community, and a familiarity of a caring 
extended family.

   Just through the stop sign on the other side of the 
block a different scene is playing out. Garage doors and 
front doors to homes are closed, curtains are drawn, and the 

words being spoken are biting and demeaning. The children 
are scattered and running ramped like dandelions. This side of 

the street knows envy, judgment, isolation, and longing.
     The tale of two streets was about to change because of mod-

eling. A mother in our church lived on the street of longing and envy. 
Jessica was the head of the school’s PTO, active in her son’s scout community, 

and a familiar face on the juice box and sidewalk chalk block. But she told me her heart 
had been stirred to realize the kids on her block needed healthy experiences, and parents needed someone 

to model caring and love for others.
Jessica and her husband discovered they wanted to be more intentional with their faith. They desired to live out the things they 

believed. Not perfectly, not just on Sundays, and not only to their children. Seeing the disarray on their side of the street, they were 
determined to engage with their neighbors. And it started with icing, sprinkles, cookies, juice boxes, and children.

Jessica’s family created invitations inviting every child on their cul-de-sac to come and join them for an evening of cookie deco-
rating. After each invitation was delivered they wondered if anyone would come to their house. Then the doorbell began to ring, 
again, and again, and again. Soon every child on the street filled the empty spaces around the kitchen table, the breakfast bar, and 
card table.

The children sprinkled, decorated, and taste tested their creations, and community was created through laughter and the voices 
of children. Suddenly, the kitchen and living room that had felt big for one family, felt small and perfect for community. After the 
crumbs were wiped up and the sprinkles vacuumed from the hallway carpets, Jessica and her husband fell onto the couch. And in 
the moments of stillness, God’s Spirit celebrated their faithfulness and gave them visions of how to continue building relationships 
with the families in the year to come. 
Dawn Heckert, TruMinistry.com

The Tale of Two Cul-de-Sacs
   A discovery of neighborhood hospitality—with sprinkles on top.
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HomeFrontMag.com 
Sign up for a free digital subscription 
to HomeFront, a magazine filled with 
ideas and inspiration for fun family 

activities and devotions.

Questions to Consider
How are your families modeling and building community 
through the sharing of their faith and love with others? 

Is your ministry modeling how to reach out  
and build community? 

Are you inspiring families to look outward?

http://www.HomeFrontMag.com
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 I am reading The Action Bible for the seventh time. I like 
how it’s written for kids, like a comic book. My favorite story 
in The Action Bible is the story of King Saul, when he’s in the 
cave and David could have stabbed him, but instead he cut a 
piece of cloth off him. I also like the story of when Jesus died 
on the cross.

In the summer when we don’t have to go to school, some-
times I’ll stay up until one o’clock in the morning reading The 
Action Bible. I’ll fall asleep with The Action Bible on me.

IN THE BEGINNING 
When I was in kindergarten, there was a boy in my class who was 
very angry. He would throw things across the room and yell at 
the teachers. When my mom bought a box of Action Bibles on 
sale, I gave one to this boy because I wanted to be his friend. He 
told me that I was the only person who really cared about him. 

After kindergarten, he moved away and I don’t know what 
happened to him. But I’m glad he has his own Action Bible. After 
that, I started giving away more Action Bibles to my friends. 

Last year—in third grade—I gave away so many copies of 
The Action Bible that my mom and I started to wonder if we 
should start a club. My mom likes to prayer walk around the 
school, and God laid it on her heart. 

I asked my friends if they would want to be a part of an  
Action Bible Club and they said “yes,” but they didn’t really 
believe it could actually happen. They just thought that it was 
a dream I had. After me and my mom talked more about it, 
we went to the principal and asked for permission. She got on 
board with it, so we started to meet after school on the third 
Thursday of every month. 

In his own words, nine-year-old Isaiah Aguilar tells how The Action Bible inspired him to start a club at 
his elementary school in Odessa, Texas. 

Resourceful Magazine  |  44  |  DavidCCook.org



CLUB ATTENDANCE GROWING
The first time, we were planning for 50 kids to show up, but we 
had 120, so there were a lot of kids who did not get snacks. At 
the first club for this new school year, we had 263. Next time 
we’re planning to have snacks for 300 kids. They cleared out all 
the tables in the cafeteria so we got a really big room. 

First, we have a snack. Then we do praise and worship songs 
and dance, and then we read a story out of The Action Bible. We 
have a projector so we show the pictures on the screen. Most of 
the kids bring their own Action Bibles and read along. Then at 
the end, we do a life application time. 

Me and my mom do this together. We plan out the stories 
that we’re going to talk about, and we ask God about them and 
all that. We also try to find grown-ups who are willing to help 
make sure the kids don’t get too crazy. 

PARENTS AND CHURCHES  
PARTICIPATING TOO
At the beginning of this school year, our principal let us set up 
a table at registration, and we got 30 new parent volunteers to 
help us with The Action Bible Club. We’re pretty sure some of 
these parents are not believers, so we get to minister to them 
too. We also get grown-ups from our church and other church-
es in Odessa to help. The kids’ worship leader from our church 
does the song time.

We printed the posters from The Action Bible website and 
put them up in the halls of the school. Our church, First Bap-
tist, printed a super huge banner to put up in the cafeteria the 
week before the club. Kids ask me all the time when the next 
club is happening. Even after I tell them, they keep asking me 
every day.

Also, my dad is the team chaplain for my football team. 
We give out Action Bibles to all the new players on the team 
each season.

I’m hoping at least half of my school will come to know Jesus 
as their Lord and Savior. 

429
copies of The Action Bible have been distributed  

by Isaiah at his elementary school

60%
of the school’s students now have a copy

42%
of the school’s students attend club meetings

I like how it’s written for 
kids, like a comic book.
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A Little Sparrow Named Yan
Deep in the Amazon jungle, a lesson in Childlike Faith 101. 

Kelly Minter   I watched all those chil-
dren squirming at their desks, poking and 
prodding one another in the wicked heat, 
while the moms lolled against the back 
walls of the room fanning themselves, 
looking steamy and forlorn. There is no 
way any child is going to come up front, I 
thought. This is hard enough to come by 
with adults in church, when the worship 
band is vamping over a moving chorus 
and the preacher’s pleading.

I was about to get my first lesson in 
Childlike Faith 101. A four-year-old boy 
named Yan (pronounced “yawn”) leaped 
from his chair—and I do mean sprang—to 
the front of the room toward us. Realizing 
his was a joint desperation, Yan turned back 
to grab his mother’s wrist, literally dragging 
her forward. He’d just reproved me with his 
lack of inhibition, reminding me of Jesus’s 
tender words “Let the little children come 
to me” (Matt. 19:14). Yan gazed up at us 
with wilting eyes and raised brows, as if at 
the ripe age of four he’d exhausted all his 

options and reached his final hope. “We 
need a house,” he said matter-of-factly. 
His parents’ relationship had deteriorated, 
and Mara, his mother, had recently left his 
father and fled with Yan to Chita. The two 
of them had found temporary harbor in 
the back side of a shack, which a few of us 
later walked through. Their environment 
was tight and dark, but their view of the 
river was one people all over the world try 
to bottle on vacation. The jungle can be a 
funny place this way, abject poverty contin-
ually bumping up against some of the most 
remarkable scenery the eye can behold.

I moved toward Mara, whose worn  
army-green tank top barely stretched over 
her chest. I placed my hand on her bare 
shoulder, feeling somewhat out of my ele-
ment, though oddly at home. I wasn’t used 
to this brand of desperation, the hungry 
and homeless kind; but desperation is des-
peration, and I’d known this in my life. 
I had physically cast myself at the Lord’s 
feet, fraught with turmoil, fully convinced 
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A four-year-old boy had taught me 
something about dependence and prayer, 
and the jungle itself had also spoken.

Going Deeper
With a willingness to bare 
her soul and a gift for vivid 
storytelling, author and speaker 
Kelly Minter invites you to go 
deeper with God. Her books 
Wherever the River Runs, No 
Other Gods, and The Fitting 
Room include topics and 
discussion questions that will 
challenge you to take a journey 
into your own heart—whether 
it’s a jungle wild with tangled 
desires, or a quiet place of still 
waters where you reflect on 
developing godly character. 
Follow her faith story further by 
listening to her album, Finer Day, 
released by Integrity Music.

there was no place else I could go. But 
how it surprised me that even Mara’s baby 
understood this, how Yan knew God was 
someone who could help them.

I bowed my head not realizing at the 
time that I’d never prayed for God to 
provide someone with a house before. I 
mean, I’d prayed with friends who were 
looking for a house that they’d be able to 
“find a house,” but what I meant in my 
prayers was that they’d find a good house 
in a solid school district with low taxes 
near a neighborhood swimming pool, a 
good church, and a park. I didn’t actual-
ly mean find a house. Several of us now 
prayed that God would provide for this 
single mother and her young son, so strik-
ing in good looks and so intent on helping 
that he’d already carved a permanent place 
in my memory. 

When it was time to say good-bye to the 
villagers in Chita, we boarded the Discovery, 
and there stood Yan alone on the shore, 
those same eyes glued to us like we embod-
ied his salvation. My inhibition thawing 
fast, I threw off my backpack, bounced 
back down the boat’s plank, and ran up to 
Yan for one last connection, one parting 
benediction. If he could come forward for 
prayer, so could I. I squatted in front of him 
and placed my hand on his prickly head 
of hair and asked God to anoint him like 
David, the singing shepherd boy who knew 

from where his help came. Yan’s expression 
never changed, probably wondering what 
this strange woman with a strange language 
was speaking over him. I kissed the crown 
of his head, hurried back up the ramp, and 
watched him as we pulled away until his 
tiny being disappeared into a blur of green. 
I wondered if I’d ever see him again.

I fell into one of the plastic chairs on 
the upper deck and lost myself for the 
scenery scrolling by. It was early in the 
week, but I was beat from the jungle hike 
and emotionally taxed from some of the 
hardship I’d already witnessed. I hated to 
leave that little boy. It felt helpful to stare. 
As the wind blew across my dewy skin and 
the banks thick with trees moved past us, 
I was lulled into reflection. A four-year-
old boy had taught me something about 
dependence and prayer, and the jungle 
itself had also spoken. Walking through 
the rain forest that morning was like walk-
ing through a cathedral. There was some-
thing almost holy about encountering cre-
ation the way the psalmist speaks of the 
heavens declaring God’s glory, breathing 
out utterances that reach to the ends of 
the earth. Here I was, in many respects, at 
the ends of the earth, and He was still there. 
And His eye was on the sparrow ... a little 
sparrow named Yan.  
Excerpt from Wherever the River Runs: How a Forgotten People 
Renewed My Hope in the Gospel © 2014 Kelly Minter

DCCeBooks.com 
Free Christian ebooks are provided 

weekly. Visit to see what’s next for you 
and sign up for email reminders.
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To Live Is Christ  
To Die Is Gain
MATT CHANDLER
God wants us to grow from 
being infants in Christ to 
being mature in Christ. The 
book of Philippians highlights 
this important truth and 
challenges us to make Christ 
our everything.

You won’t find two the same—so rich and colorful is the gift God has given the Church in the pastors He anoints for the special 
role of teaching and shepherding. They may be firebrands or peacemakers, professors or storytellers, friends or fatherly figures. Yet 
every one of them has their own way of encouraging and challenging us to take God at His Word and embrace the life we were 
meant to live.

Pastoral perspectives that challenge us to embrace the life we were meant to live.

AHA: The God Moment that 
Changes Everything
KYLE IDLEMAN
No amount of self-help will lead to transformative 
change in our lives. We must first be awakened to 
our need of a Savior, honestly see ourselves as we 
are, and then be spurred to action as we seek to 
obey God’s commands. 

Overrated: Are  
We More in Love 
with the Idea of 
Changing the World 
than Actually 
Changing the World?
EUGENE CHO
We must not only seek 
justice, but work to live justly 
by being changed ourselves.
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DavidCCook.org/Resourceful
Until February 28, get a free download 

of AHA: The God Moment that Changes 
Everything by Kyle Idleman.



Addicted to Busy:  
Recovery for the 
Rushed Soul
BRADY BOYD
To receive God’s abundance 
and blessings we need to 
allow room for Him to fill us—
not living at full throttle, but 
with rhythm and rest.

Crazy Love
FRANCIS CHAN
The eternal creator of the 
universe is in love with 
you. As you come to know 
God and His love, the only 
appropriate response is 
wholehearted and passionate 
commitment towards Him.Love Well: Living Life Unrehearsed and Unstuck

JAMIE GEORGE
In our pursuit of a comfortable and safe life, we can be disillusioned 
when confronted with difficulties. But brokenness can be a divine  
gift and help us to move beyond pain to experience true joy  
and redemption.

Billy Graham: Candid Conversations 
with a Public Man
SIR DAVID FROST
The personal story of Billy Graham’s life and relationship 
with Jesus is revealed through conversations with him 
about God, the Bible, and his ministry.
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DiscipleShaping
Discovering the full life God intends for us. 

 Sometimes I get teased about making up my own words, and there’s one in particular 
I love to use: DiscipleShaping. What it means to me—not just as a word, but by expe-
rience—is a lifelong, powerful, and transforming process. 

DiscipleShaping is about appreciating the lifelong learning process for living the full 
life God intends for us. 

Stop for a moment to think about that. Really. Who doesn’t want to live a full life? 
And now ask yourself: Do I really know how to live a full life? Do I know what a full life 

looks like for me? And do those around me, my family and friends and others I influence: 
Do they know? Do they want to know?

If you know what a full life looks like for you and are diligently living it out, then 
it’s likely you have found the principles of DiscipleShaping. I trust that the Word and 
the words that follow will encourage you to press on. If you’re not sure, I invite you to 
discover this life for yourself. 

FULLNESS VS. BUSYNESS
Life can be full. And I like full.  
Full can be raising a family. 
Full can be developing a career. 
Full can be pursuing a creative outlet. 
Full can be playing a sport you enjoy.  
Full can be traveling to interesting places. 

Full can be participating in worship and  
     ministry at church.
Full can be volunteering time and giving 
     financially to help others.

But all those things can simply be busy-
ness too. So what’s the difference?
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We can get tricked into thinking busy-
ness equals fullness. Some people like to 
be busy and have accepted activities as a 
trade-off for fullness. For as much as they 
have crammed into life, they are sadly 
missing the full life Jesus is referring to 
in John 10:10. 

When I was twenty-four years old, I was 
trying to make some big decisions about 
my career, where I was going to live, and 
whether I was going to marry the wom-
an who is now my wife. I had grown 
up in church and Christian schools. I 
had attended a Christian college. And I 
thought I knew the Bible. So you’d think I 
would have pretty good spiritual bearings 
for navigating those decisions.

Jeremiah 29:11 talks about “the plans I 
have for you … plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.” What a wonderful picture 
and promise. But not for me. I was certain 
I would become a commercial real estate 
developer. The Lord had other plans—I 
just wasn’t listening to them. A spiritual 
battle ensued, and I became confused and 
frightened about my future.

In many ways, I was involved in or 
headed toward some of the things on the 

list of what makes a full life. Yet I was 
nowhere near experiencing fullness. Just 
the opposite: I was about to embark on a 
life of busyness and selfish living—until 
someone cared enough to invite me into 
the DiscipleShaping process. I didn’t 
even know what I was missing, and when 
I found out, that DiscipleShaping pro-
cess changed my life, forever.

The same can be true for a lot of peo-
ple like me who grew up in church.

WHO AND HOW 
VS. WHERE

DiscipleShaping doesn’t automatically 
happen just because you go to church. 
Just like going to the gym doesn’t auto-
matically make you fit. And that’s 
because DiscipleShaping is more about 
the who and how, rather than the where. 
The truth is, it happens in lots of places, 
in the midst of many different activities. 

When we understand and experience 
the who and how of DiscipleShaping, we 
find the keys to fullness. Jesus said He 
came “that we might have life and have 
it to the full” (John 10:10). That’s what I 
wanted. That’s what Jesus wanted for me. 
And that’s what He wants for you too.

There is little more that I enjoy in life 
than sitting with guys young or old, who 
are evaluating direction for their life, or 
stuck in some situation, or regretting a 
wrong turn—but who are trying to put 
things on the right track toward God’s 
purpose in their lives. I’ll meet with 
them on a regular basis for some period 
of time to discover together the lifelong 
process of living the full life God has spe-
cifically for them.

So on this written page—and in the 
future unfolding of this story—I invite 
you to join with me to discover anew the 
who and how of DiscipleShaping. Not 
because I’ve got life all figured out— 
I don’t! But because I’ve found the full-
ness that only Jesus can give: a life cen-
tered on the Great Commandment and 
the Great Commission. 

No matter what we do for “a living” 
we can find the full life that God intends 
for us as we learn to love Him and dis-
ciple others around us. And they are all 
around us! 

Resource
If you find yourself caught up in a life of busyness 
instead of flourishing in a life of fullness, you may want 
to read Addicted to Busy: Recovery for the Rushed 
Soul by Brady Boyd. Admittedly, a book won’t change 
your life. But it can create space for the Spirit of God 
to reveal the ways busyness may be covering up your 
deeper spiritual hunger for fullness. As the author says, 
it’s about: “Letting whatever abundance God has in 
store for me come in, sit down, and be at home.”

Jesus said He came “that we might 
have life and have it to the full.” JOHN 10:10

Cris H. Doornbos  
is the CEO of David C Cook.

Relationship
The shift from busyness to fullness may go against 
the grain of a lifetime of habits. Not an easy thing to 
do. But moving in a new direction does not have to be 
overwhelming. Start by simply telling someone. Maybe 
meet a friend for coffee and ask them to pray for you. Or 
share this article with a family member. The journey of 
DiscipleShaping is not a solo expedition. Just knowing 
that somebody else is supporting you can help you 
keep going.
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Dr. Mark Rutland   I once flew in to 
speak at a church, and the youth pas-
tor picked me up at the airport. On the 
drive toward town, I asked, “So, how are 
things going at the church?” 

 “Great!” he answered. “I’ve got the 
best youth group in Ohio. It is rolling!”

The next day, I had breakfast with 
the pastor before the worship service. 
I asked him how things were at the 
church. He sighed. “It’s going well for 
the most part, but I’ve got to fire the 
youth pastor tomorrow. I’m not looking 
forward to that.”

“The youth pastor?” I asked. “But just 
yesterday he said things were going great.”

“That’s the thing,” said the pastor. 
“The guy’s a failure, and he doesn’t even 
know it.”

At the time I assumed that one or both 
of the men was lying. I now realize that, 
more than likely, each man was appeal-
ing to an objective (and unspoken) stan-
dard of what a youth group ought to be. 

It’s not hard to imagine the scenario 
playing out something like this: when 
the youth pastor interviews for the job, 
the chairman of the deacons asks, “What 
are your ministry goals?” 

The young youth pastor replies, “To 
win all the kids in this town for Christ.”

It sounds like a noble enough goal. 
What board of deacons could argue with 

that? So they hire the young man. Things 
seem to be going well. The youth group 
is growing, bringing in plenty of kids 
who have never been in church before.

Six months into the youth pastor’s ten-
ure, the chairman of the deacons decides 
he’ll go check out what’s going on in the 
youth room. The place is packed. There’s 
lots of energy in the room. Then the 
lights go down, and the band comes out 
to play some worship songs at a volume 
that kills all the insects within a quar-
ter-mile radius. It’s not the chairman’s 
cup of tea, but kids will be kids, so he’s 
fine with it. 

Then it occurs to the chairman to look 
around and see how his fifteen-year-old 
daughter is enjoying the youth group. 
And there on the front row, right by 
the enormous speaker, his little girl is 
standing next to a boy with a safety pin 
through his cheek, his pants sagging five 
inches below the waistband of his under-
wear, and a skull tattooed on his arm. 

About that time, the chairman remem-
bers that he was never all that interested 
in winning all the kids in that town to 
Christ. The board of deacons had differ-
ent expectations. The eight kids who were 
still coming to youth group at the time 
were feeling pretty burned by the three 
youth pastors who had come and gone 
in the previous two years. All the deacons 

really wanted was a low-key youth pas-
tor who would stick around several years 
and love those eight kids back to health. 
But nobody had the courage to say that 
after the candidate had given such a righ-
teous-sounding answer. They assumed 
that even if he said he wanted to win all 
the kids in town to Christ, he would get 
there and somehow intuit that what they 
really needed was for somebody to take 
care of those eight kids. 

Or maybe it happened the other 
way around. Maybe the board clearly 
communicated that it was looking for 
somebody to care for the souls of eight 
wounded teenagers, and the candidate, 
desperate for a job, said he was on board, 
figuring that once the church saw how 
many people he brought in, it would 
realize that his way was the best. 

My point is this: there’s no such thing 
as a quality youth group. There is only a 
group that meets the stated expectations of 
its context. An outreach to juvenile delin-
quents isn’t better or worse than an inreach 
to eight wounded children of the church. 

What are your core values? Which values 
are nonnegotiable, which are negotiable, 
and which are nice-to-haves? People can’t 
meet your expectations if they don’t know 
what they are.   
Excerpt from ReLaunch: How to Stage an Organizational 
Comeback © 2013 Mark Rutland

Unspoken Expectations
People can’t meet your expectations if they—or even you—don’t know what they are.



 When Instagram first burst onto the social media scene, the 
amazing thing about it and the thing that made it so attractive 
was its many filters. In just a couple of clicks, your ordinary pic-
ture of a dog can become a literal Norman Rockwell painting. 
The filtered world that Instagram ushered in turned blemishes 
into beauty with just a few strokes. Sadly though, if we’re not 
careful, we actually start buying into our own social media hype 
(and everyone else’s) even though we know the filtering that 
made it appear that way.

We do it as leaders too, don’t we? So-and-so’s ministry seems 
perfect, and based on everything we can see, they do not struggle 
with the things that we struggle with in our ministry. So, we 
excel at showing the filtered version of our ministry. 

We must be careful though, not to lose sight of the reali-
ty around us. Real, unfiltered lives are messy. Real, unfiltered 
ministry is messy. Families are hurting, hope seems far away for 
many, loss is palpable, kids are suffering, leaders are languish-
ing, schedules are crammed, budgets are tight and Sunday’s 
coming. It’s messy. Granted, many areas of ministry do need 
filters applied as they’re presented to the world at large, but as 
leaders, we can’t be so concerned with how we appear, that we 
lose touch with how we are. We cannot appropriately lead and 
minister to a caricature of reality.

Recently, as this #NoFilter thing began catching my atten-
tion, I really felt God pressing me toward authenticity with 
Him and the close, safe people in my life. I asked Him to 
expose the places where I’d applied a filter that didn’t need to 
be there and had instead begun masking the reality of things. I 
asked him to expose where I’d started buying my own filtered 
hype. (Side note: Do not ask God if you don’t want to know.)

God is faithful and He will not leave our questions unanswered 
when we come before Him and ask for His perspective. I’m urging 
all of us to be honest and transparent about things that may need 
to be dealt with in our ministries. It could be anything from leaders 
who haven’t bought in and aren’t invested, to a standoff with the 
senior pastor on vision and direction. From a parent who wreaks 
havoc every other week, to two volunteers in ongoing conflict. 
From a consistent discipline issue with specific children, to a dire 
need in the life of a family. 

Though it can be an uncomfortable reality check, there’s such 
freedom in asking God for His view. As we do so, may we find 
ourselves uncovering more and more of the unfiltered beauty of 
Jesus in the sometimes messy ministry around us. 

Shannon Scott, TruMinistry.com

#NoFilter
We cannot appropriately lead and minister to a caricature of reality.

Real, unfiltered lives are messy.  
Real, unfiltered ministry is messy.

Who are the close,  
safe people in your life  

who know you and  
your ministry without  

any filters?

What’s it like on  
the other side of your 

leadership? 
  

What are people  
receiving from you?

Do you have filters  
in places you shouldn’t  

have them?

Have you given those 
people freedom to ask you 
the hard questions about 

areas where you’re masking 
the way things are and 
instead settling for how 

they appear?

Resourceful Magazine  |  53  |  DavidCCook.org

? ???



Resourceful Magazine  |  54  |  DavidCCook.org

What unique challenges  
do Christian leaders face in 
their marriages?
Visibility is one of the greatest 
challenges. I preach at a couple of 
different campuses when I speak at 
Second Baptist in Houston. There was 
one Sunday when I was already sitting 
in church, and my wife Lisa came in, 
and we greeted each other—and then 
I got up to preach. After the service 
a woman came up to me and said: 
“I saw how you adored your wife. By 
the look in her eye, I saw how she 
would do anything for you. There was 
genuine affection there when you 
greeted each other.”

The last thing I was thinking about then 
was if people were watching us. We 
were in the middle of a worship song. 
There is a certain affection that isn’t 
—and can’t be—faked. Marriage is a 
platform out of which we minister.  

A leader who is fulfilled in his or her 
marriage is also less susceptible to 

the scandalous temptations that could 
take them out as a leader. Even in a 
secular situation if you get sexually or 
romantically involved with somebody 
that’s not your spouse that reports to 
you—that’s a nightmare.  

If leaders would put the work into 
making our marriages real and 
satisfying and fulfilling, then we 
would be less likely to have to put in 
the work to clean up the mess after 
people have acted out because they 
are hungry and thirsty and lonely. 

You mentioned loneliness as 
one reason that a leader might 
not be faithful to their spouse. 
Are leaders more susceptible to 
feeling lonely?
Leadership involves an inherent 
loneliness. I’ve heard the same types of 
comments from leaders: “Are they just 
saying yes because they report to me 
and because I could affect their salary?”

The most enjoyable thing to me is that I 
could be in front of a thousand people,  
I could talk to more than a million 
people on the radio, and then spend 
that night with my wife who literally 
knows me better than anyone else, yet 
she still likes me. She still respects me. 
And I know that’s authentic. I can’t tell 
you how healing that is.

How does a leader’s visibility 
and felt need to always be “on” 
add pressure to a marriage?
There are few places in Houston that 
I can go where I won’t see someone I 
know. A month ago at seven o’clock 
in the morning I was in the middle of a 
thirteen-mile run in high heat and high 
humidity. I looked like a disgusting 
dog, and I was wearing things that 
men my age have to wear to keep us 
from chafing! I was literally dripping 
when I stopped off at a park that has 
restrooms. As I opened up the gate, 
three women were coming out and 

with Gary Thomas

A leadership role comes with visibility—and a certain kind of loneliness—that can challenge a 
marriage. Gary Thomas shares wisdom to help leaders cultivate a lifelong love. 
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said, “Pastor Thomas, I can’t tell  
you how much we appreciate  
your sermons.” 

I realized years ago that I have to stop 
trying to be “on.” I have to pursue 
authenticity. I can’t fake it when I’m 
alone or with Lisa. There’s really no 
place where we’re not visible. If we 
think about being on and off, it leads 
to hypocrisy—and we are fooling  
only ourselves.

I finally realized that we are who we 
are. We’re not a perfect couple. 
Since we know we can’t fake it, we 
must be authentic as leaders. I think 
it’s a complete fallacy that you can 
guard being on or off. You can’t. 
But here’s the hope: while we can’t 
model perfect love, we can model 
repentance, forgiveness, grace,  
and patience.

In your new book, A Lifelong 
Love, you describe a number 
of spiritual principles that are 
at work in marriage. Has your 
own marriage helped you to 
discover these?
Certainly my marriage has had an 
impact. A lot of it also comes out of 
the fact that I’ve had a chance to work 
with many other couples. 

Here’s a basic truth: Nobody is so 
fascinating that they can keep us 
fascinated for fifty or sixty years. 
We’re limited human beings. We have 
opinions that become known. We 
have habits that become ruts. James 
3:2 says we all stumble in many 
ways. So not only are we not going 
to be stunningly attractive all our life, 
and not only are we not going to be 
stunningly fascinating—we’re actually 

going to be a little irritating because 
we stumble in many ways. We sin.

Having not just a marriage, but a 
lifelong love to someone who will 
become familiar, a little bit boring, 
perhaps, and sinful—that’s a tall order.

But if my relationship and love is 
based on being fascinated with the 
God who will never become boring 
… who is brilliant in His glory and in 
His beauty … who never stumbles … 
who is perfect in His love—now I have 
something that actually grows over 
time instead of fades. Because the 
more you worship, the more you want 
to worship. The more you see of God, 
the more you want to see of God.

And so when I love my wife out of 
reverence for God—as His daughter 
and as my sister in Christ—my love is 
going to grow.

Do you have any other advice 
for leaders?
As leaders we know that because 
of sin, the drift is always downward 
in every area of life. Whether it’s in 
profits, in business, in products, in 
health. We don’t drift into mature 
prayer lives. We don’t drift into 
financial success. We don’t drift into 
wisdom. We drift into being couch 
potatoes, gaining fifteen pounds, and 
watching TV instead of working on 
our business or ministry. You can’t 
drift into a mature marriage. If you 
want a successful life, I would point to 
John Wooden, who toward the end of 
his life had achieved the pinnacle of 
fame as the most successful college 
basketball coach of all time. He once 
told a reporter, “I’m not afraid to die. 

Death is my only chance to be with 
her again”—referring to his wife Nelly.

John Wooden, perhaps one of the 
most successful leaders of the 
twentieth century, was looking forward 
to death because he found a richness 
in marriage to his wife Nelly that 
he found richer than current fame, 
affluence, and worldly reputation. He 
was happy to leave behind what so 
many ignore their marriages to attain, 
because he had found something 
deeper in his marriage. Marriage can 
be so much more than we make it; 
being truly known by one and loved 
by one is so much more fulfilling than 
temporarily impressing crowds.

A Lifelong Love could be a tool for 
those leaders who may be drifting in 
their marriage and know in their heart 
that they cannot afford to be  
doing that.

Has your marriage gotten 
easier over the years?
My marriage to Lisa feels easier now 
than it’s ever been—but that’s not 
uncommon for empty nesters. We 
were just talking recently  about a long 
past event and I told Lisa, “Yeah, but 
you weren’t quite so kind then as you 
are now.” Lisa laughed in agreement.

That’s the thing about seeking first the 
righteousness of God. Kindness gets 
deeper. Beauty fades and so does 
charm … high school stories get old 
… I’ve heard your jokes. But peace 
gets broader. Wisdom gets deeper. All 
the good things—if you’re seeking first 
Christ’s righteousness—all the good 
things grow and grow and grow  
and grow. 

I finally realized that we are who we are. We’re not  
a perfect couple. Since we know we can’t fake it, 
we must be authentic as leaders.



Give words  
of affirmation
Speak to your volunteers 

face-to-face and tell them the 
difference they are making. 

Point out to them something 
you noticed them doing and 
celebrate it with them. Affirm 
your volunteers and they will 

be inspired.

2

Write a 
personal note
Handwrite them a note on 
a note card. In our era of 

electronic media, a note sent 
in the mail, the old-fashioned 

way, is a refreshing and 
inspiring gesture. Take time to 

inspire your volunteers with 
an encouraging note.

3

Cast vision 
constantly 

Casting a verbal picture 
of a preferred future must 
happen, and we must do it 
often. We are familiar with 

the Scriptures that teach the 
high value of vision—without 

vision, people despair. Let 
your volunteers know where 
you are taking them. They 

will be inspired by the picture 
you paint.

4

Get personally 
involved

Do your volunteers really 
know you care about them 
and their family? Have you 
visited the hospital room of 
their sick family member? 
Have you taken the time to 
attend a visitation or funeral 
when they have lost a loved 

one? Have you sat over a cup 
of coffee just to get to know 

him or her better? Involve 
yourself personally and your 
volunteers will be inspired.

5

Equip them 
Volunteers want to be trained 

as they serve. Yes, it’s 
difficult to make time, but it 
is a big part of inspiration. 

Trained volunteers are 
confident and prepared. Train 
your volunteers and they will 

be inspired.

6

Connect them 
relationally

Volunteers want to feel 
and know they belong to 

something bigger than them. 
Belonging is a powerful 

sense, and without it, your 
volunteers will drift away. 
As much as you can, find 

ways to connect volunteers 
in healthy community. Your 

volunteers will be inspired by 
personal connections.

7

Be 
transparent 

Volunteers are inspired by 
leaders that are real, genuine, 
and transparent. Volunteers 

will not relate to a leader 
who is distant or impersonal. 

Let your volunteers see 
your emotion, tell them your 
stories, and let them see the 

real you. They will  
be inspired.

8

Give them 
fruit reports 
Leaders often receive 

encouraging emails or letters 
from families. The next time 

you get a letter from a parent 
telling you the difference they 
see in their family, pass it on. 

Emails, notes, letters, and 
personal stories that come 
your way are ministry gold. 
Open a file folder and keep 
them. Share those stories of 
changed lives, and you will 

super-inspire your volunteers.

11
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Top Ten Ways to Inspire Volunteers
You’ll not only inspire them to serve but to stay.

 Most of us leaders have learned many volunteer lessons the hard way. You can work hard to take great care of the volunteers you 
lead, or you can choose to do less and lose them. Our ministry engine is fueled by the volunteers who serve under our care. It’s our 
job to equip and release God’s people into significant kingdom-purpose service.

One of the most important and sometimes verbalized values among volunteers is to be inspired. People want and need to receive 
godly inspiration from the people who lead them. Many volunteers will not accept thank you gifts or attend celebration events. 
Most volunteers do not want any self-attracting attention or accolades. However, virtually every volunteer you lock eyes with will 
serve out of inspiration. 

What follows is a short list of ten inspirational expressions, and each point should be motivated out of your love for God’s people. 
I am confident you can add more.
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9

Love them 
for who they 
are and the 
way God is 
changing 

them 
God sends us people from 

all walks of life, experiences, 
cultures, and personalities. 

Some of your volunteers 
might be difficult to lead, 

while others over-achieve. 
Some of your people are 
over-confident, serving 

alongside others who are 
under-qualified. We are all 

on a journey. Our volunteers 
need to know they are 
accepted as a unique 

creation of God with His 
thumbprint on them.  

Love your people as Jesus 
does, and I know they  

will be inspired.

10

Value them 
Volunteers can smell a mile 
away if they are being used 

to accomplish someone 
else’s aspirations. Volunteers 
who believe they are simply 

being used will not be on 
your team for long. Likewise, 

if you empower them by 
releasing them to fulfill their 
kingdom purpose, they will 
feel valued, because they 
are. You will inspire your 

volunteers by making them 
feel that they have value.  

Gary Webb, TruMinistry.com

Two Tools Too
When it comes to equipping volunteers, these online tools 
make it easier—and not only make their ministry more 
effective, but yours too. If you haven’t yet discovered these 
websites, we encourage you to take a click around for 
yourself, and refer your key volunteers to explore as well.

Hub.TruMinistry.com
Discover shareable posts, videos, ebooks, and other 

materials that support volunteers and parents in 
their ministry to children and families. And here’s 
a tip: When you’re preparing for a motivational or 

devotional talk to inspire your team, you’ll find plenty 
of fodder in our blog articles written by other church 

ministry leaders with on-the-ground experience. 

RealLifeDownloaded.com
With this free resource, you can customize your 
weekly lessons and address what’s happening in 

the world today in light of the timeless truths of the 
Bible. Look for links to online videos, music, and 

more to spark discussion and allow God to work in 
the lives of your students. Although it’s designed 

for use with Bible-in-Life or Echoes Sunday school 
curriculum, you can adapt it for other uses too. Be 

sure to check “The New Layout” link at the top of the 
page to see how it works for you.
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What was the reason for your recent trip?
I was there for a workshop we call Family Ministry Conversation. I had the 
opportunity to meet with more than 100 ministry leaders for a conversation 
about where family ministry is headed in New Zealand. They are so on fire 
about the kinds of things that are happening in their children’s and family 
ministry programs. A lot of them are already using Tru curriculum and family 
resources in their local churches. 

What did you discover about how God is at work in New Zealand?
They highly value education and they’ve equipped themselves in theory and 
best practices in ways I don’t always see being done here in the States, 
despite the abundance of resources we have available to us. Money is an issue 
for them when sourcing and purchasing quality material from North America 
because of the difference in exchange rates. Many of our resources at David C 
Cook are outside of their small church budgets. They’re not looking for hand-
outs, but they’re looking for an equitable way to access our resources. That’s 
something we’re working on responding to in the near future.

What makes Tru learning resources so appealing to local 
churches there?
We teach the Bible as a grand, redemptive narrative. They’ve been impacted by 
the idea that God is writing a big story and He’s inviting us to be a part of it. They 
find that compelling because their culture has a heavy emphasis on storytelling. 

Also, they are not attracted to what they perceive as the carnival-style 
methodology of American ministry—putting on big shows during weekend 
services to entertain kids. That’s just not part of their culture. Tru resources 
that outline how to carve out space in a weekend service to allow children to 
engage personally with God have revolutionized their ministries. 

Is there anything about New Zealand culture that surprised you?
They stop whatever they’re doing midday for tea. While I was lecturing, we 
stopped suddenly at three o’clock. There were tables out with a big spread 
of treats and I noticed they were using nice china. But it wasn’t really about 
the tea. It was about stopping and connecting with one another. I brought this 
beautiful tradition back to the office, and now my staff and I have afternoon tea 
for fifteen or twenty minutes every Wednesday. 

KIWI—as in the bird not the fruit—is the 
nickname used internationally for the people  
of New Zealand.

FAMILY is so important to Kiwis that they 
go out for social gatherings with friends on 
Thursday nights—like Americans go out on 
Friday or Saturday nights—so they can save 
the whole weekend to be with their families.

Travelogue

A CHRISTMAS BARBIE is not what you 
think. For many New Zealand households, 
Christmas dinner is a festive barbie—as in 
barbeque—perfect for summertime there 
and well-suited to large gatherings of family 
and friends.

Michelle Anthony is an author, as well as the Vice President of 
Learning Resources and Family Ministry Architect for David C Cook.

Eavesdropping on a Family Ministry 
Conversation in New Zealand.



Resourceful Magazine  |  59  |  DavidCCook.org

The Art of  
Transformation
Deeann Rieves paints to express the beauty of change,  
echoed in music by All Sons & Daughters.

“In nature, colors and textures thrive or subdue during their life cycle, and my 
inspiration derives from the transitions that happen during this process,” says 
Deeann Rieves. 

“Leaves have subtle discolorations and flaws that create fascinating organic 
forms—in contrast against rigid lines—from disintegration or broken edges held 
together by a delicate framework of veins. I am most interested in this display of 
growth and decay because of how intimately it speaks of change.”

When discussing the direction for artwork on their album cover, All Sons & 
Daughters was drawn to Deeann’s Fragments series. The intent of their songs reflects 
the same thoughtfulness evident in the paintings: “Seasons come and go, and our 
song to the Lord is ever changing. Songs of brokenness and pain give way to songs 
of faith and redemption.” 
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CHURCH OF UGANDA
The training of children’s ministry leaders begins with a two-minute 
game requiring them to keep balloons in the air continuously. The idea 
is: If a balloon falls to the ground, a leader picks it up and puts it in 
motion again. The exercise demonstrates how teaching can be fun, 
but like keeping balloons in the air, it is also hard work. 

Leaders from the Church of Uganda partnered with David C Cook to 
create a comprehensive children’s discipleship program now reaching 
4.5 million children. As the first of its kind in the country, the curriculum 
combines biblical lessons with the latest in trauma recovery research. 
For a moving testimony of one of the lessons, see page 15.
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