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PRETEEN MINISTRY

Faith in Full Color 
Since 2010, The Action Bible has captured  

kids’ imaginations with dynamic stories and graphic–
novel–style illustrations. The popular book series is  

now a preteen curriculum.

21

WORSHIP THROUGH SONG 16

Singing Praises and 
Saying “Yes”

After a life-changing cancer diagnosis and 
recovery, Darlene Zschech is back with a 

new album—and a renewed commitment 
to share His love with the world.

THE GOOD BOOK 25

A Forty-Chapter Journey 
through the Bible

Pastor Deron Spoo’s new book and curriculum 
takes readers through forty pivotal chapters.  

We talked to Pastor Spoo about how The Good 
Book brings readers the good word of God’s love.

An enterprising 
nonprofit model

As a nonprofit organization, 
David C Cook reinvests revenue generated by our products.

When you and your church make purchases,
you help equip the Church around the globe

where Christ-centered resources are desperately needed.
Our enterprising model begins with good business sense

and gains momentum in ministry and mission.

So join us, and let’s do this together.
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 WORLDVIEW
The timeless value of the Bible.

 Years ago, I read a book that explored a very interesting 
claim, somewhat tongue-in-cheek: Every 500 years, the 
Church has a giant garage sale. Beliefs and traditions of great 
value to the Christian faith are pulled out of the attic or the 
basement. The value of these things is then questioned and 
discounted in comparison to contemporary ideas and trends.

These 500-year garage sales have created upheaval for the 
Church, but also renewal and growth. As October 31 marks 
500 years since Martin Luther sparked the Great Reformation, 
what is the church looking for and gathering up for the garage 
sale of our day? What about Scripture?

God’s Word is more accessible than ever, thanks to the 
Internet. People appreciate the history of the Bible, even 
though some in this generation are questioning its author-
ity. They’re asking what the Bible means for their lives, 
especially given different opinions about how to interpret 
it. What does it really say about women? And divorce? And 
sexual orientation? 

In this issue of Resourceful, we uphold not only the value 
of the Bible, but the urgency and opportunity of engaging 
today’s generations in its life-transforming truth. 

As Darlene Zschech introduces her new collection of wor-
ship songs, Here I Am, Send Me, she points to Genesis 22, the 
first mention of worship in the Bible. And in Letting In the 
Light, Les Moir traces the storyline of worship leaders who, as 
Psalm 71:17 says, declare God’s power to the next generation. 

As a recent example of its expanding reach, the Spanish 
edition of The Action Study Bible® draws children and teens 
throughout Cuba into God’s Word. And here at home in 
North America, The Action Bible Curriculum helps preteens 
develop an active faith.

When it comes to the Bible, knowing why you believe is 
just as important as knowing what you believe. So detective 
J. Warner Wallace helps leaders address tough questions in 
Forensic Faith.

And in our cover story, we highlight The Good Book itself. 
Pastor Deron Spoo explains how he leads his congregation 
through forty of the Bible’s most pivotal chapters—and how 
you can too, with a complete kit to guide you. Children’s 
author Lisa Bergren helps younger readers explore the same 
forty chapters in The Good Book for Kids. 

I hope you’ll consider the artists and authors on these pages 
as your partners in ministry, equipping you and your church 
to engage more deeply in God’s Word. 

Transforming lives together,

Cris H. Doornbos
CEO, David C Cook

CHANGING HEARTS IN A CHANGING COUNTRY 
  Imagine yourself in the shoes of a Cuban pastor. When you look at the next generation, what do you 
see? Of course, you see children who smile and laugh and play. They go to school. They learn to read 
and write. And for most families, church is one of many cultural traditions.

As a pastor, you desperately want children to know God and His Word as much as any generation. 
You also see children coming of age at a time of significant change in Cuba. There’s a window of 
opportunity, but also a window of risk.

Government economic reforms are now slowly opening new potential for business. Mobile phone 
and Internet use are on the rise, within and beyond state-owned communication channels.

Many people say these changes will bring progress for Cuba. But with change is the risk that 
today’s generation will be tempted to put their hope in the things of this world—the kinds of things 
that can never satisfy the deepest desire of their hearts, and can never provide the abundant life 
Jesus promises.

This moment also presents an opportunity for the David C Cook mission to make a life-changing 
impact. Through our Life on Life curriculum, The Action Study Bible and The Story of Jesus, we’re 
reaching more than ever before.

See more of the story on p. 12.

EVENTS & TOURS  10

TIMELINE OF 500-YEAR 
“GARAGE SALES” IN 
CHURCH HISTORY

3% 250k 20k10k+ 2.2m

Of those who read  
The Story of Jesus make 

a decision for Christ

Additional copies of  
The Story of Jesus 
recently distributed 

More copies of  
The Action Study Bible  
will be distributed soon

Copies of The 
Action Study Bible 

distributed

Resources, curriculum  
pieces, pastor commentaries, 

and books have been 
distributed in Cuba since 1998

Adapted from The Great Emergence:  
How Christianity Is Changing and Why by Phyllis Tickle

JESUS CHRIST AND THE 
EARLY CHURCH

The humanity and divinity  
of Jesus?

Holy writings as Scripture?

THE GREAT SCHISM

The means of salvation?

The authority of 
 the Church?

THE GREAT EMERGENCE

GREGORY THE GREAT

Leavened or unleavened 
bread for Communion?

Where the Holy Spirit  
comes from?

THE GREAT REFORMATION

The authority of Scripture?

The role of organized Church?

BIRTH 1054 TODAY

540 1517
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C U R R E N T

Book Releases
APRIL
Deron Spoo The Good Book

Deron Spoo and Kyle Idleman The Good Book 
Small Group Curriculum Kit

The Good Book Church Campaign Kit

Lisa T. Bergren The Good Book for Kids

Tracie Miles Unsinkable Faith

Vicki Caruana The Joy of Letting Go

Hans Finzel Top Ten Ways to Be a Great Leader

MAY
Jim Warner Wallace Forensic Faith, Forensic Faith 
Participant’s Guide, Forensic Faith Curriculum Kit

JUNE
John Stonestreet and Brett Kunkle  
A Practical Guide to Culture 

Dr. Laurel Shaler Reclaiming Sanity

Patrick Quinn with Ken Roach  
Better Than You Can Imagine

NIV, KJV, and ESV Standard Lesson Commentary

Action Bible Curriculum

JULY
Dr. Chris Thurman The Lies We Believe about God

Jessica Kastner Hiding from the Kids in My 
Prayer Closet

AUGUST
Dr. Jeff Myers The Secret Battle of Ideas about 
God, The Secret Battle of Ideas about God 
Participant’s Guide, The Secret Battle of Ideas 
about God Curriculum Kit

Jim Burns and Doug Fields The First Few Years 
of Marriage

Michael Williams Hidden Prophets of the Bible

Marian Jordan Ellis Stand

Ben Irwin The King Jesus StoryBible

Album 
Releases
AVAILABLE NOW
The Brilliance All Is Not Lost

Rivers & Robots Still: Volume 1

Matt Marvane Resistance

Darlene Zschech  
Here I Am Send Me

Various  
The World’s Favourite Hymns

Jaci Velasquez  
Trust / Confío

Nathan Jess Phoenix

Greg Sykes Reverse

Lou Fellingham  
This Changes Everything

Covenant Worship Sand & Stars

THE GOOD NEWS TRAVELS FAR  
 
Easter is always a cause for celebration. This year, Believer’s Church in Surkhet, Nepal, had 
several thousand more reasons to celebrate. Thanks to help from local leaders, officials, 
teachers, students, and citizens, The Story of Jesus was shared with more than 1,200 people—
helping even more celebrate the Good News of His resurrection.

How The Story of Jesus  
booklets accelerated  
child evangelism.

Bible Readership

As part of our mission to fulfill the  
Great Commission, David C Cook has 
invested in distributing more than 50 
million The Story of Jesus booklets 
worldwide. Between 2015 and 2016,  
we looked at how global ministries,  
on average, were able to reach people 
before and after they began using The 
Story of Jesus booklets. The results 
demonstrate the power of our  
continued efforts.

My favorite metaphor of the Bible is an ocean. 
The ocean is as deep as Mariana Trench, and 
very few people have been there. But we all 
go to the ocean and stroll along the beach, 
so the ocean is still approachable.
Pastor Deron Spoo, author of The Good Book

KIDS  
REACHED

NEVER

SEVERAL  
TIMES  
A WEEK

16
MORE

MORE

MORE

MORE

5

9

3

x

%

%

x

x

x

BOOKLETS  
DISTRIBUTED

VOLUNTEER  
EVANGELISTS  
MOBILIZED

INDIGENOUS  
CHURCHES 
MOBILIZED

DCC.is/eBooks
Take advantage of free  

Christian ebooks provided weekly, 
and sign up for email reminders.

*According to a six-year study by The American Bible Society and The Barna Group, 2011-16.

How often do Americans report  
reading the Bible outside of a church 
service or event?

27
14

LESS THAN 
ONCE A YEAR

EVERYDAY

ONCE OR  
TWICE A YEAR

%

%

%
%

%%

14
13

98
87

THREE OR FOUR  
TIMES A YEAR

ONCE A WEEK
ONCE A MONTH
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Events&Tours
Join your favorite authors and artists at 
these upcoming events.

Experience Conference  
Worship and songwriting sessions 
with Paul Baloche, AllAboutWorship, 
and Dustin Smith 
Orlando, FL  |  September 5–8 
ExperienceConference.com

C U R R E N T

Jim Warner Wallace 
Conference and speaking dates, summer 2017, ColdCaseChristianity.com for additional dates

Summit Worldview Conference  |  July 5 
Manitou Springs, CO
Impact 360 Student Conference  |  July 13              
Gainesville, GA
Fearless Faith  |  July 14–15   
Moore, OK
Momentum Conference  |  July 19 
Marion, IN

Christ Community Church  |  July 29–30 
St. Charles, IL
Ocean City Tabernacle Church  |  August 6  
Ocean City, NJ
CrossExamined Instructors Academy  |  August 10 
Plano, TX
Summit Worldview Conference  |  August 23 
Manitou Springs, CO

Linda Barrick
Conference and speaking dates, summer 2017

WFX Expo—Worship and teaching with David and Nicole Binion, Covenant Worship, Travis Ryan, and The Worship Society. 
Dallas, TX, October 10–12, wfxevents.com

AllAboutWorship 
Conference
Featuring worship leaders, 
workshop teachers including 
Michael Farren, Jon Egan, and 
Dustin Smith.
Indiana, PA  |  September 20–22 
AllAboutWorshipConference.com

Jim Burns
Speaking dates, summer 2017

Christ Community Church
June 6  |  Leawood, KS
Harborside Christian Church  
August 24  |  Safety Harbor, FL
Fellowship Greenwood 
August 27  |  Greenwood, MO

Dorothy Greco
Speaking dates, summer 2017

Vineyard Crossroads Church 
June 11  |  Wareham, MA
First Baptist Church
June 25   |  Davis, CA
Palo Alto Vineyard 
June 25  |  Palo Alto CA
Littleton Public Library
July 19   |  Littleton MA  

Women’s Conference  |  June 2–4   
San Juan Capistrano, CA 
Staunton Aglow Women’s Event  |  June 15
Staunton, VA
Yellow Branch Baptist Church  |  June 18 
Rustburg, VA               
Calvary Chapel  |  July 30 
Tustin, CA

Revive our Hearts  |  August 29  
South Bend, IN 
Harborside Christian Church  |  August 24 
Safety Harbor, FL
Fellowship Greenwood  |  August 27
Greenwood, MO
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GLOBAL 
INITIATIVES

KENYA 15 

An Application  
from Kenya

OVERFLOWING WITH JOY
On Sunday morning, Cindy and John attended a 

local church service. John described it as “packed,” but 
“overflowing” is more like it.

Around the perimeter of the open-walled sanctuary, 
worshipers stood six and seven deep, perhaps 400 of them 
altogether. Three full floors above the sanctuary the service 
was also broadcast to another large group. 

Up front, the youthful praise band played as lyrics on a 
screen invited worshipers to sing along. Cindy and John 
didn’t recognize the melodies at first, but soon joined in.

“Those kids were singing in the praise band, and the 
sweat was just pouring off of them,” says Cindy. The few 
fans whirring overhead hardly mattered in eighty degree 
tropical temperatures with eighty percent humidity.

But never mind the heat. “The joy was palpable.”

ENGAGING IN DISCIPLESHIP
The pastor preached: How to talk to your neighbor about 

Jesus while you’re in line to get bread. This practical example 
came as a reminder that many Cubans live simply, often with 
less than North American consumers take for granted.

But they’re not the least bit “victim-y,” Cindy says. Living 
frugally is a fact of life, not a distraction from living. “I 
expected to see despair, but we didn’t see that.”

Young people are especially optimistic and eager. She 
compares them to teenagers in America. “They dress the 
same. They look the same. They walk the same with that 
‘I’m cool’ kind of swagger.”

On Saturday, Cindy and John interacted with grade-
school kids and teenagers while helping to distribute The 
Story of Jesus and The Action Study Bible, both in Spanish 
translations. The younger kids snapped up The Story of Jesus 
“like crazy,” John says. The older kids asked for extra Bibles 
to share with their friends.

This generation represents the “amazing window” John 
talks about. According to the Cuban Council of Churches, 
60 percent of kids who attend church in Cuba don’t come 
with family. Church leaders hustle to keep pace with the 
opportunity to engage them in discipleship.

“I’m very, very excited about the prospect,” says John.  
“I don’t think it’s ‘if ’ but ‘when’ for Christianity to just  
explode there.”

WINNING CUBA FOR CHRIST
Back home, Cindy communicates with the pastor by 

email, relying on Google Translate to convert from English 
to Spanish and back again. The pastor wrote recently about 
visiting churches around the island, encouraging their efforts 
and delivering ministry resources.

There’s unity and urgency among Christians regardless of 
denomination. Their goal? Simply to win Cuba for Christ.

“I’m just blown away by the robustness of how alive the 
Cuban people were, particularly in the church,” says John, 
who has traveled extensively for business and a few times for 
mission work. “I have never seen it matched anywhere.”

For well over a decade, John has served on the board for 
the David C Cook nonprofit ministry. The ministry has 
provided Christ-centered resources to Cuba since 1998, 
always through respectful relationships with government 
officials. The visit to Cuba gave John a new appreciation for 
Cook’s mission to equip the local church around the globe.

“I’ve always held David C Cook in high esteem, but I’ve 
never been more proud than I was on our trip to Cuba,”  
he says.

The same goes for Cindy, who grew up with David C 
Cook materials in Sunday school.

“I loved going to Cuba because it made my world smaller,” 
she says. “People are more alike than they are different—and 
the joy!” Ah yes, the joy. 

 

Winning Cuba  
for Christ
On a visit to the island nation, Cindy and John Rote meet a joyful 
generation eager to know Christ and engage in local churches.

 Maybe you grew up hearing fearful news of communism, the Cold War, the Cuban 
missile crisis, and the duck-and-cover drills that sent schoolchildren diving under 
their desks. So did Cindy and John Rote.

CINDY ROTE REMEMBERS 
As with many Americans, Cindy’s views had been framed by the United States 

embargo that declared Cuba off limits to trade and travel. She admitted having some 
concerns as she boarded a plane to Havana this past January.

But now, as she reflects on her six-day visit, she tells a story of pleasant surprises that 
reframed her perspective. She discovered a joy and aliveness among Christians there, 
unlike anything she’s seen in North America.

Cindy and her husband, John, joined a handful of donors who traveled to Cuba with 
David C Cook. They went to experience firsthand the work God is doing as this island 
nation opens to the world. John sees an amazing window to equip Christians there for 
even greater reach and discipleship, particularly among young people.

Jesus said,
I have come that they may have life, and that 
they may have it more abundantly. 
JOHN 10:10 (NKJV)

250,000 additional Spanish-language 
copies of The Story of Jesus booklet 
were recently distributed in Cuba.
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 I was the guest speaker at a teacher training 
meeting in Nairobi, Kenya. About one hundred 
teachers had gathered to learn how to better reach 
their nation’s children.

A Kenyan woman got up to give a short 
devotional before I was to speak. Quite honestly, 
as she started her devotional, I was spending more 
time reviewing what I was about to say than I was 
listening to her. After all, as I’d often quipped, I’d 
been working in Christian education since before 
the Dead Sea got sick. I had heard it all.

But no! Suddenly this woman was making an 
application that I never thought of—something 
new from a familiar story, and yet something so 
very obvious.

She told the story about the seriously ill child 
and Jesus from Mark 5. The child’s father, Jairus, 
begged Jesus to come home with him, lay hands 
on his sick daughter, and heal her. They started 
out, but on the way, Jairus got news that his 
daughter was dead. Jesus must have felt that 
father’s despair. He comforted the father by telling 

him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” They reached 
the home, and Jesus was brought into the dead 
girl’s room. He said to her, “Little girl, get up!” 
and immediately the twelve-year-old stood up. She 
had been dead, and now she was alive.

It was the Kenyan teacher’s application that 
changed forever how I, a teacher, look at this 
miracle. She said, “The little girl was dead. Just 
like this generation of the world’s children. They 
are dead. They are dead without a Savior’s love. 
They are dead without a purpose for their lives. 
They are dead without a future that is guided by a 
Heavenly Father who has only their best in mind.”

They are dead. But are you ready for this? God 
uses us to bring them back to life. We, children’s 
leaders, have the amazing privilege of introducing 
them to Jesus. He uses us, teachers like you, me, 
and the devotional leader in Kenya, to bring a 
generation of children back from the dead. They 
are alive!

Can you think of anything else you would 
rather be doing with your life? 

An Application fromLife on Life
CHILDREN’S DISCIPLESHIP

 
Dear Friends:

As you read in Cindy and John’s story, young people in Cuba are eager to know 
God and His Word. In fact, sixty percent of them who attend church don’t come 
with family. 

Right now, in this crucial moment, the window is open for a new kind of 
children’s ministry to raise up the next generation for Christ in this changing 
country. That’s why pastors in Cuba are eager for ministry resources that 
address the whole child—spiritual growth, character development, and life skills. 
Most children’s ministry resources don’t provide this combination. But Life on 
Life curriculum does, on the solid foundation of God’s Word.

With Life on Life, the interactive learning style lets kids and teachers engage 
each other in relationships. Teachers don’t just deliver a lesson—they see life 
change actually happening and actively encourage it.

Since 2010, churches in twenty-seven countries have been using Life on 
Life lessons with children who are survivors of poverty, civil conflict, natural 
disasters, and disease. And because each country is unique, David C Cook 
collaborates with local church leaders to adapt and translate the curriculum for 
cultural context and language.

Now is the time for Cuba’s next generation.

The groundwork has been laid for Life on Life lessons to be culturally adapted, 
translated, published, and delivered—complete with training to equip 3,000 
Cuban pastors and church leaders. Cuban churches can begin moving forward 
with this ministry as soon as we reach the funding goal of $38,500, which will 
enable the Life on Life program to reach an estimated 100,000 children. 

Thanks to friends like you, this initiative has already received $7,500 in seed 
money. Every additional gift helps us transform children’s lives and the future of 
their country.

Please, will you join us with your gift today? As you give, imagine yourself 
again in the shoes of John and Cindy Rote. Imagine what it will mean for these 
children to receive the Life on Life opportunity to know God and His Word.

Tim MacDonald  
Chief Advancement Officer, David C Cook

G L O B A L  I N I T I AT I V E S

Marlene LeFever spent 2016 developing curriculum for orphans in Russia,  
one-with-one Christian training for a parent to use with a child, and daily Bible 
studies for Community Bible Study International.



 For Darlene Zschech—speaker, author, pastor, and worship leader who has written over one 
hundred  anthems sung by 30 million worshipers around the world—the concept of hope is not 
a concept at all. Hope has hands that serve the poor. Hope trusts even when the diagnosis seems 
grim. Hope says “yes,” before the question is asked. As long as there is hope, there is life. And for 
this mentor of a whole new generation of worship leaders, as long as there is life, there is worship.

“Worship pushes back the noise of life,” explains Darlene, who along with her husband, Mark, 
pastors Hope Unlimited Church in New South Wales, Australia. “In that place, we hear Him speak, 
we’re made more like Him, we’re satisfied in His presence, given the fruits of the Spirit. Over the 
years, I’ve had this sense that maybe this is really about the Great Commission. Once He has our 
hearts, then He has our lives… worship has more to do with what comes from our lives, not just 
our mouths.”

And much has come from this worship-filled life. Bringing hope and the love of Christ to the 
world has long been the calling for Darlene and Mark through their work within the Church and 
through relief agencies such as Hope:Global, an organization they founded to serve the poorest of 
the poor. The Zschechs believe that if our worship is to fulfill God’s purpose, we must be willing to 
say, “Here I am, send me.” 

Here 
I Am, 
Send 
Me! 
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Worship leader, 
songwriter, and 
cancer survivor 
Darlene Zschech 
declares, 

World-renowned worship 
leader, songwriter, and pastor 
Darlene Zschech believes that 
if our worship is to fulfill God’s 
purpose, we must be willing to 
say, “Here I Am, Send Me.”

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

Worship pushes back 
the noise of life. 

Here I Am



“You Will Be Praised,” written with Baloche and Johnson 
on Darlene’s first return to America after cancer treatment, 
unabashedly declares the power of the Holy Spirit living 
among us that makes fearlessness possible in every season and 
circumstance of life. It is, in many ways, Darlene’s testimony.

Though I walk through darkest valleys / There’s no fear 
for You are with me / You have held me through the fire / 
Jesus You are here with me…  Through every storm You will 
remain / In death and in life I’ll not be afraid / In joy or in 
pain You will be praised

“I’m fifty-one, and I never thought I’d be doing this at 
my age,” Darlene confesses. “There’s such a freshness in 
me. In our culture, youth is almost worshiped. But there’s 
something to be said when you’ve watched the faithfulness 
of God again and again and again. There’s something to be 
said of the trust that grows over time.” 

“Beloved,” a modern hymn of surrender co-written by 
Darlene with Leeland Mooring and Casey Moore, takes its 

cues from “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross,” penned 
by seventeenth century hymn writer Isaac Watts. “Leeland 
had put it on his album, and it was beautiful. I wanted to 
record it but strip it back,” says Darlene, who recalls a sweet 
moment during the recording where the church began 
singing spontaneously as the team ended the song. “You 
hear the people start to respond... it’s a really holy moment.” 

The album is full of such moments. But perhaps more 
than any of the aforementioned songs, “Here I Am, Send 
Me” and “Go” encapsulate the heart and passion of this 
worship pioneer and her unequivocal “yes.” 

Here I am, send me / Send me to the nations / Send me 
to my neighbors / Send me with Your love

“Go,” a song of commissioning, closes the album. “It 
can’t be any straighter,” Darlene says with a laugh. “In 
Ephesians, we get that sense of being commissioned into 
the world to share His love. I write about tribes, lands, and 
neighborhoods…  When you get in His presence, when you 
allow Him into the tough places, you rise knowing you must 
go and share it. His love is what is missing in the world.”

Here we come now, Your church / We will go to all the 
world / Every tribe, every land / As Your feet and loving 
hands / To the rich, to the poor / Grace is flowing for us all 
/ Nothing missing, nothing broken / He makes all things 
new / From the ash, from the fire / There is hope, there is 
new life… Tell the world, lift Him high  

Darlene Zschech’s new album 
celebrates God’s greatness and  
the Great Commission.

Resourceful Magazine  |  18  |  DavidCCook.com

It is the answer and response that drives the entire Hope 
Unlimited congregation. And it is the overarching message 
for Darlene’s latest recording, Here I Am, Send Me, a live 
album and her first project following a life-changing cancer 
diagnosis in 2014. 

“The first mention of worship in the Bible is in Genesis 
22,” Darlene says of the impetus behind the title track. 
“God calls Abraham and Abraham says, ‘Yes Lord,’ which 
is translated in Hebrew as ‘hineni,’ meaning ‘Whatever it is 
you’re asking, my answer is yes.’ Even before the ask, before 
anything, my answer is ‘Yes.’”

It’s a scary proposition, this unreserved “yes.” But having 
received the power of the Holy Spirit, His healing and grace, 
there is no other response for this mother, grandmother, and 
spiritual mother to countless others.

“Here I Am, Send Me” begins appropriately with a full-on 
declaration of the greatness of God, written with Martin 
Smith (Delirious?), in response to the most challenging 
season of her life. 

You are great / Greater than the world has ever seen / 
Higher than the heavens over me 

“When I was at my sickest, Martin flew over from 
England to sit with us, sing songs over our church, and walk 
and talk with me and my husband, all the while speaking 
courage into us,” Darlene says, her voice full of emotion, 
recalling the dark days after her diagnosis of breast cancer 
that is now in remission. “It’s week one of treatment, and 
you think you’re going to die, and Martin said, ‘Darls, I 
know you’re going to want to write songs about this season. 
What do you want to say?’ And I said, ‘I want to say, ‘HE IS 
GREAT!’ That’s where it started… In the midst of the fire, it 
doesn’t change who our God is.” 

From there, she says, the album goes on a journey, always 
declaring God’s greatness, love, and call, and our response, 
with ten more songs penned by Darlene, members of her 
church, and guest writers including Paul Baloche and Jenn 
Johnson (Bethel).

I want to say, ‘HE IS GREAT!’ That’s where it started…  
In the midst of the fire, it doesn’t change  
who our God is. 

Darlene and her husband, Mark

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y
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Inspired by a best-selling book, The Action Bible 
Curriculum helps preteens build an active faith.
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Inspired by a best-selling book, The Action Bible Curriculum 
helps preteens build an active faith.

AMHARIC • BAHASA • BAMBARA • CREOLE • ENGLISH • FRENCH • KINYARWANDA 
NEPALESE • RUSSIAN • SPANISH • SWAHILI • TELUGU • TURKISH • HINDI 
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Anglican Church 
of Kenya

Jesus grew in stature and in wisdom and in favour
with God and man – Luke 2:52
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Anglican Church 
of Kenya

Vision Statement 
“A growing, caring Anglican Church boldly proclaiming Christ” 

Mission Statement
 “To equip God’s people to transform the society with the Gospel”
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1 Umwaka wa mbere

Provinsi y’Itorero  
Anglikani mu Rwanda (PEAR)

YESU AKUNDA ABANA: 
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RY’ICYUMWERU

Yesu akomeza kugwiza 
ubwenge, abyiruka ashimwa 

n’Imana n’abantu.  
Luka 2:52

ሕይወት ያለው ክርስቲያናዊ ትምህርት በኢትዮጵያ
ለልጆች መስጠት!
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Twenty-seven Countries

Celebrating 7 Years of  
Life on Life Discipleship

7.3million

23
171,340

75,000
Children engaging in 
relationships to foster 
whole-life discipleship Teachers trained and equipped with Life on Life curriculum

Trainers equipped to teach others 
about Life on Life curriculum

Partner organizations and 
denominations in collaboration 
with David C Cook

*Includes derivative resources using Life on Life content.
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Helping preteens cut through the 
clutter and see God in vivid color.

 Preteens can feel stuck in the middle. They’re not 
quite ready to join the teens in youth group, but they’ve 
outgrown the playtime and sing-alongs of younger 
Sunday school classrooms. At the same time, they’re at 
a critical point in their personal faith journey. Studies 
show that almost half of the people who identify as 
believers in adulthood made their decision by twelve 
years old.*

Encouraging nine- to twelve-year-old kids to grow 
spiritually means cutting through the clutter. They’re 
fluent in “emoticon,” live life at the speed of viral 
videos, and spend their weekends flocking to the latest 
animated blockbuster. With that in mind, how do you 
bring the excitement of God’s redemptive story to life? 
How do you make the most of short preteen attention 
spans? How would kids experience the Bible if they saw 
Jesus the same way they see their favorite superhero?

That’s the big idea behind The Action Bible®. The 
bestselling book bursts with illustrations from acclaimed 
Marvel and DC illustrator Sergio Cariello, taking readers 
on a spiritual journey from Genesis to Revelation. Since 
its 2010 debut, The Action Bible has engaged kids with 
dynamic storytelling and comic book style illustrations. 
Its imagery and action help kids experience the Bible 
and discover God’s redemptive story, and it has inspired 
a collection of spin-off resources, including games, study 
Bibles, and devotionals. 

Now, a brand-new Sunday school curriculum deepens 
the engagement. Like The Action Bible, the curriculum 
encourages preteens to build an active faith that they 
can call their own–story by story, in vivid color, with 
high-energy weekly videos.

Join in. Make connections. Go with God.

The Bible stories and activities in The Action Bible Curriculum help preteens 
explore the Scripture, ask questions, and build a strong relationship with God. 
Weekly lessons are guided by a “God in Action” statement and divided into four 
parts. “Join In” sets the stage and makes preteens feel comfortable. “Investigate” 
starts with an animated video, leading into a Bible study and memory verse. 
“Make Connections” helps preteens draw parallels to their day-to-day lives 
through a variety of activities, and “Go With God” includes a closing blessing. 
Weekly lessons also include a take-home resource of devotional readings to keep 
preteens engaged throughout the week. 

Every resource within The Action Bible Curriculum is geared to preteens. 
Interactive illustrations capture their fast-moving attention spans, while 
thought-provoking conversation-starters connect the Scripture to real life. 
By seeing Bible stories in action, preteens are better able to explore topics, 
absorb new ideas and discoveries about God, and have in-depth discussions 
with each other. Week by week, the curriculum helps preteens discover 
spiritual transformation.

The Action Bible Curriculum has been tested and refined by church 
practitioners throughout the United States and Canada. It fits seamlessly 
into many ministries and settings, and is accessible for both regular 
Sunday school attendees and those tagging along to church for the 
first time. The curriculum is denominationally flexible, and available 
in both print and digital formats. Optional Scripture Memory Cards 
(sold separately) are available in NIV®, ESV, or CSB translations.

Resources for preteens are hard to come by, but The Action Bible 
Curriculum (www.TheActionBible.com) breaks the mold. It’s as big, 
bold, and bright as God’s love for each one of us. And for preteens 
stuck in that awkward space between childhood and adulthood, it’s a 
bridge to building an active faith they can call their own. 

*According to the Barna study from October 2004, which indicates 
that forty-three percent of Americans who accept Jesus Christ as their 
Savior do so before reaching the age of thirteen. 

How would kids experience the Bible  
if they saw Jesus the same way they  
see their favorite superhero?



FEATURES
• Exclusive videos animate the comic-style graphics of The Action Bible® 
• Customizable Bible study sheets
• God in Action theme and Remember It Verse reveal God’s character 
• Lesson-specific PowerPoint slides and reproducibles 
• Custom Bible Dictionary 
• Additional Leader Guides and Student Books sold a la carte 

• Flexible to fit the Bible translation of your choice 
• Scripture Memory Cards are optional and sold separately  
 (NIV®, ESV, or CSB)

Key Program Details
• For preteens ages nine – twelve (grades four through six)
• Flexible format (Classroom or Large Group/Small Group)
• Two-year scope and sequence through the Old and New Testaments 
 – each year is chronological 
• Sixty to ninety minutes per lesson

What’s Included
• Leader Guides
• Student Books
• Lesson Resources on DVD
• Thirteen exclusive videos on DVD
• Available in Print & Digital

THE ACTION BIBLE CURRICULUM 
SCRIPTURE MEMORY CARDS
Memory card packs feature weekly memory 
verses from The Action Bible Curriculum, 
available in the translation of your choice: ESV, 
NIV®, or CSB. Packs include sixty-five cards,  
for each of the thirteen weekly verses, (five 
cards each).  

C O V E R  S T O R Y
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A Scriptural 
Starter Kit

 While serving his congregation at the 
First Baptist Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
Pastor Deron Spoo uncovered an unmet 
need. He saw people curious about the 
Bible, but overwhelmed by the size and 
scope of a cover-to-cover reading.

When he couldn’t find the right 
resource in print, he decided to develop it 
himself—creating a lesson plan that walks 
through forty pivotal chapters of the Old 

and New Testaments. Following each 
chapter, scriptural explorations encourage 
deeper reflection and discussion.

After five years teaching the program 
in small groups, Pastor Spoo’s forty-
chapter journey has turned into The 
Good Book, an eye-opening book, study 
guide, and teaching kit. We talked with 
Pastor Spoo about his inspirationand 
vision for The Good Book.

Ready to take action with preteens?
  Watch video trailers and download complete lesson  
    samples at TheActionBible.com.



C O V E R  S T O R Y
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Pastor Spoo   I came off the platform after a Sunday morning of teaching, 
and I met a young woman in her mid-thirties. It was not only her first time in 
my church, but her first time in church in her entire life. She asked me, “Is there 
a book you Christians read that can tell me what you believe about God?”

Of course, I knew the right answer. The right answer is the Bible. But I 
thought, for her, it might not be the best answer. I could see her reading the 
Bible like any other book, starting at the beginning, one book at a time. And I 
could see her just checking out. 

I thought, there has to be a tool out there to help first-time readers. Where 
do I begin, if I’ve never picked up a Bible before? Or even if I’m a longtime 
reader, but don’t have a feel for the big picture of the Bible?

So I searched for a couple of weeks, trying to find that tool, and when I 
couldn’t find it, I just decided to start writing it. I started by selecting forty 
chapters of the Bible that were must-reads—the greatest hits of the Bible, the 
ones you’ve got to read. Then I wrote a companion devotional piece for each 
one of those chapters. I wasn’t an aspiring author. I was just a desperate pastor 
trying to give the people coming into the church a place to begin.

Sharing the Word, in a new way.

Pastor Spoo  For five years, I’ve authored a small group class based on this 
book. I have people in my church who’ve grown up in the church. But I have 
just as many people who have come to faith as adults, and don’t have any kind 
of scriptural or biblical literacy.

I also discovered that there were a lot of people who have attended church 
for a long, long time, but wanted to ask a question without being embarrassed. 
They’d heard pieces of the stories, but didn’t understand what it really meant—
and they just wanted a safe place to discover the message of the scripture.

Over the years, I had a chance to refine the material and teach it through. 
About once a year, I’ll teach the course in a group setting, and we’ll spend 
eight weeks going through the forty chapters. Teaching the group has served 
me well over the years. They pointed out things that are confusing, and they 
pointed out things that they want to spend more time talking about. They’ve 
helped me as much as I’ve helped them. These people are seeing the scripture 
with fresh eyes. So from their perspective I’m able to say, “What needs to be 
covered here?”

The accompanying curriculum has a ton of resources for pastors, and they 
flowed out of what I’ve been using to teach over the years. As a pastor, I have 
confidence that if a church or small group wants to use this material, it will 
reap the benefits. It will help its members develop a better understanding of 
scripture and a deeper appreciation for the love of God.

Selecting the chapters to shape  
a narrative.

Pastor Spoo  These are not my favorite chapters in the 
Bible. These are some of the most essential chapters. I thought 
of it like a story: If I were telling a story from beginning to 
end, I’d want to capture every major movement. 

So the first five chapters are all about beginnings—the 
beginning of reality as we know it, the beginning of slavery, 
and the beginning of Israel. Then the story continues from 
there. I tried to capture something from every period in the 
narrative arc of scripture. 

Finally, I went back and considered the chapters 
theologically. There are about fifty major concepts that 
form the basis of the Christian faith—like the Trinity, the 
incarnation, the second coming, and eternity. I identified 
those things and made sure I covered each one of those 
things in at least one chapter.

Learning from past lessons.

Pastor Spoo  The way I think about it is, I haven’t been 
writing this just for five years. I’ve been in pastoral ministry 
twenty-two years, teaching and preaching the Scripture 
multiple times a week.

In creating the book, I leveraged that experience and 
used it as a gauge to choose the most important chapters. I 
keep a catalog of my old sermons. So I’d go back and look 
at everything I ever taught on a chapter and select the most 
essential lessons and message. 

In the case of Genesis 1, for example, there’s plenty to 
debate. But I didn’t want to debate anything – I wanted to 
focus on what we know. In the case of Genesis 1, I could put 
it into one sentence: You are more like God than anything 
else God ever created. We ought to celebrate that. We 
ought to let that sink down into our soul, because that will 
transform the way we view ourselves—and the way we view 
other people and the world around us.

Renewing faith in just a few 
minutes a day.

Pastor Spoo  I would encourage individuals to spend 
fifteen minutes a day engaged in the readings and 

They’d heard 
pieces of the 
stories, but didn’t 
understand what 
it really meant–
and they just 
wanted a safe 
place to discover 
the message of 
the Scripture.”

A flash of inspiration.



exploration sections. The book is designed so that the 
chapter is right there in the book, so you can read the 
scripture, read the exploration, and then read that chapter 
again. That’s fifteen minutes a day, five days a week. 
Anybody can set that time aside, and it’s amazing how much 
you will accumulate over a few short weeks.

 
But I also believe that spiritual transformation happens 

best within a community, when we have other people 
around us, holding us accountable, encouraging us, and 
asking questions. So I would encourage small groups to use 
this book. There’s a transformative power in encountering 
God’s Word together, as a group.

A vision for outreach  
and growth.

Pastor Spoo  As I began writing in earnest, I thought 
of a couple of friends and family members who have no 
understanding of scripture whatsoever, and I imagined them 
sitting across the desk from me. I knew I needed to keep the 
language very straightforward and “non-churchy.” And for 
the churched audience, for those who have read the Bible 
before, I wanted to go a little bit deeper than what they’d 
experienced before.

I want people to be surprised. We all tend to approach 
the Bible with preconceived ideas. When you get into and 
read the scripture, you find that God is a God of love and 
patience from the very first page to the very last page. I want 
people to be surprised and see God in a richer way than 
what they thought they would. Most people’s view of the 
Bible and God is pretty shallow and superficial—but taking 
that deeper look can be surprising.

Every Christian can pick up this book and gain something 
from it. And every one of those people knows somebody 
who’s still mystified by what the Bible contains. So in a way, 
it’s an outreach tool as well.

A loving God and a deeper love 
for God.

Pastor Spoo  Romans 8 is probably the one chapter that 
I’ve gotten the most feedback on. It focuses on one idea—that 
God is not mean. So many people in my church grew up with 
the hellfire-and-brimstone pastor, grew up learning that God 
should be feared and not loved; that God’s going to punish 
you if you don’t live life perfectly. There is freedom in the 
words of Romans 8, “There is now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus.” Some people have some real soul 
scars, and that idea has been liberating to a lot of folks.
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The power of global impact.

Pastor Spoo  Christian Arts has published The Good Book 
in South Africa, translating it into Afrikaans. So for about ten 
or twelve days, I visited South Africa and attended a series 
of conferences. That experience really expanded my vision 
of what The Good Book could be, even beyond the book or 
curriculum kit. Here was a part of the world I’d never been in 
contact with before, and they’re going to be using this resource 
in churches. God surprised me in that process. I would never 
have guessed or imagined that would happen.

Taking a scriptural  
journey, together.

Pastor Spoo  My favorite metaphor of the Bible is an 
ocean. The ocean is as deep as Mariana Trench, and very 
few people have been there. But we all go to the ocean and 
stroll along the beach. So the ocean—like this book—is 
still approachable. But the Bible also has great depth. So for 
longtime readers, I want to give a deeper exploration beyond 
the surface of the events.

I think of it like the book Pilgrim’s Progress. We are all 
pilgrims, travelers, on a journey. I am not an expert on the 
Bible. I’m just a fellow traveler. I’m a fellow explorer. All I 
hope is to come alongside people on the same journey. This 
is not about understanding the Bible better, although that’s 
important. This is about falling deeper in love with God, 
who is Himself our home. That’s where we’re going.  

Church Campaign Kit

Before it was a book, The Good Book was a set of 
teaching resources Pastor Spoo used to help his 
church rediscover the Scripture. With The Good Book 
Church Campaign Kit, any church or small group can 
do the same.

Kit includes:

• The Good Book by Pastor Deron Spoo

• The Good Book for Kids by Lisa T. Bergren

•  The Good Book DVD,  
featuring Kyle Idleman and Daron Spoo

• The Good Book Participant’s Guide, for small groups

•  The Good Book Facilitator’s Guide,  
for small group leaders

•  The Good Book Church Implementation Guide,  
for church leaders

•  A copy of the Christian Standard Bible,  
the new translation used in The Good Book
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The Word, made for real life.
The Good Book features chapters from a brand-new 
biblical translation—the Christian Standard Bible 
(CSB). The new CSB translation uses word-for-word 
interpretations whenever possible, while giving some 
messages a more dynamic, readable translation. The 
result is a translation that balances accessibility with 
accuracy—for a scriptural experience everyone can enjoy.
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WORSHIP

Trusting  
Through Trials
In life and on her new album, Jaci Velasquez finds God’s faithfulness 
in the midst of life’s challenges. 

 For more than half her life, multi-platinum-selling, Grammy–nominated artist 
Jaci Velasquez has pursued an entertainer’s dream, recording albums in English and 
Spanish, and performing on stages around the world. From her debut at age sixteen, she 
has leaned full throttle into her God-given gifts, racking up sixteen number-one hits, 
penning three books, acting in seven films, gracing fifty magazine covers, and launching 
a nonprofit clothing line. 
 

But the dream has seen its share of soul-searching questions, loves, and losses, enough 
to bring any young woman to her knees. And just as the lyric of her 2006 hit “On My 
Knees” predicted, she has learned, in laughter or in pain, to survive. Her survival is built 
on trust. “I may not know what to do or what the future holds,” she says, “but I trust 
that God does.” 

Available globally, new album Trust marks several firsts for Jaci, a Dove Award winner 
and Billboard Latin Music Award winner with five Spanish albums to her credit. Not 
only is it her first album in over five years, her first worship album, and her first project 
with Integrity Music, this eighteenth recording is the first simultaneously released in 
both English (Trust) and Spanish (Confío). 

LES MOIR 32 

Letting In the Light

LORD, WE NEED YOU NOW 34  

In Tune

Produced by David Leonard (All Sons & Daughters) 
and Chris Bevins (Salvador, Phillips, Craig & Dean), Trust 
finds Jaci taking a decidedly vertical turn, exploring new 
territory where her faith has been bolstered through seasons of 
uncertainty that led to a place of complete trust. Certainly, it is 
a reflection of how her faith has been shaped and strengthened 
by motherhood with the added challenges of being mom to a 
child with special needs. “We started noticing when Zealand 
was two,” she says, “but the official diagnosis came in second 
grade. When they told us it was autism, I went through a 
time of mourning the death of the dreams I had for him.” It 
took some time, but she began to dream new dreams for her 
son, “harvesting the gifts I could see in him.” Today, at nine, 
Zealand excels in music, in both singing and piano. “His ear is 
even better than mine,” his proud mom says. 

“Everybody has faith in something,” says Jaci, who served 
as the 2013 spokesperson for Autism Speaks’ Tennessee Walk 
Now. “But at the end of the day, if you’re looking to yourself 
to keep everything under control, God isn’t part of the 
equation. That’s where trust comes in, understanding that God 
loves your children even more than you do.”

Trust features ten anthems that sing of God’s faithfulness, a 
modern worship and pop hybrid sure to resonate with anyone 
caught up in the chaotic uncertainty of the everyday.

“I don’t know a lot about worship as a music genre,” Jaci 
freely admits, “but I know how God can use music to move 
people. What we experience in church, in worship, we want 
to have that experience every day… at home, in the car. In 
the middle of the day, God uses it to meet us in the middle 
of our chaos, to move us closer to Him, to remind us of who 
we are and who He is.”  In fact, she really wasn’t convinced 
a worship album was meant to be until she found herself 
comforting her youngest son, Soren, age seven, in the middle 
of the night, after a bad dream. 

“ The rocks are falling, the broken calling to the 
God who moves the mountains 
The earth is shaking, the weary waken to the 
God who moves the mountains”

“When you’re scared and don’t know what to do, I want you 
to remember this,” she told him. Then she played “God Who 
Moves Mountains,” written by David Leonard, Dustin Smith, 
and Richie Fike. Standing in his room, she closed her eyes and, 
as the words washed over mom and boy, she raised her hands. 
When the song was over, they both had tears in their eyes. “Our 
lives were changed in that moment because God met us there in 
a song,” she says. “Music is powerful and healing.” 

“ Slow me down enough to hear your voice / 
Speak your words of mercy over all the noise”

“Rest,” a melodic ballad co-written with her husband, 
Nic Gonzales (Salvador), and Greg Sykes, will undoubtedly 
resonate with mothers and fathers who hit the ground running 
all day, every day. Sitting down at 10 p.m. for her first meal of 
the day, looking at a 4:20 a.m. wake up time for the next day, 
Jaci realized she hadn’t even talked to God all day long. “If I 
don’t rest, I’m just spinning my wheels,” she says of the song’s 
origins the next day. “It’s not going to mean anything unless I 
give it all to Him.” 

A percussion-driven joyride, “The Sound of Your Kingdom,” 
written by indie artist Ryan Corn, is as contagious as a song 
can get. “I fell in love with it, not only for what it says, but 
for how it makes you feel,” Jaci says. “When God sees us, he 
hears what we offer back to Him—our worship, our joy, our 
laughter, our honor, blessing, and praise—that’s the sound of 
His kingdom.” One of her boys’ favorites and a great reminder 
that we’re part of something really big and ongoing, she says. 

From “Praise the King,” a phenomenal Easter-every-day 
celebration, to “Great Are You Lord,” an ethereal anthem/
duet with her husband, to Martin Smith’s “Great Is Your 
Faithfulness,” to “Never As Dark As It Seems,” a powerful 
reminder for tumultuous times written by Michael Farren, 
Mike Grayson, and Seth Moseley—Trust echoes the courage 
that rises from understanding the One we worship.  

“ When my body’s shaking, my faith won’t be  
broken / You lift me up, my heart is wide open /   
I know you are my light, and I trust you”

“Trust You,” which Jaci wrote with Aruna Abrams, James 
Slater, and Bobby Hamrick, encapsulates the heart of the album.

“I remember, before Zealand was diagnosed, sobbing 
in the office of the school,” Jaci recalls. “All I could do was 
cry; my body was shaking in fear. It took a while to lay it 
all down, to trust God with my sons, to trust God with my 
marriage, walking that out as a child of God, as a wife, and 
a mom, trusting Him to make all things possible, to move 
the mountains in our lives.” It’s the underlying theme of this 
record, she says, but more than that, “it’s everything.” 
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Les Moir gives a behind-the-scenes look at how the UK’s burgeoning Christian music scene shook 
off centuries of solemnity, giving new voice to God’s message and new life to believers across the 
pond—and around the world. 

 This is not my story but our story. Over the past fifty years 
God has done an amazing thing in the UK in His church and 
with worship. As the Holy Spirit was poured out, the British 
church moved from formality into freedom.

Worship became restored and creativity released. God put a 
new song in the voice and heart of the church. The teachings, 
themes and prophetic words were carried into songs and helped 
shape and build the church.

Near the end of the 1995 Gospel Music Association 
conference held in Nashville, I was overwhelmed by the high 
quality of recordings, marketing and performance and was 
asking myself, ‘What does the UK have to bring to global 
Christian music?’ On the Sunday morning, before flying home, 
I was invited to New Song Christian Fellowship, who were then 
meeting in a school hall.

Michael and Stormie Omartian were ushers that day  
and greeted me, and I sat in front of Genesis drummer 
Chester Thompson.

The worship started, and to my surprise three of the four 
songs were from the UK. I began to realize that God was 
going to take worship songs from the UK and bless the 
nations of the world.

As a young recording engineer, I moved to Eastbourne in 
1978 to become part of the staff of ICC Studios. My first 
major project was Graham Kendrick’s initial worship album 
Jesus Stand Among Us. I had no way of knowing then what a 

significant recording this was, in terms of the development 
and direction of worship music in the UK. During my time 
at ICC, I was also privileged to record two of the first British 
gospel albums, Free at Last by Maxine and the Majestics and 
Changing by Kainos. I was again honoured to be part of the 
birth of something new. Under the parental care of Helmut 
and Elisabeth Kaufmann, ICC became the recording home of 
Christian/Gospel music in the UK. 

I was soon commissioned by Kingsway chief Geoff Shearn to 
develop the recording of worship albums in the UK. This led 
me to have the privilege of working with many worship and 
movement leaders and close to forty years of producing and 
recording God’s music.

In 1992 John Paculabo was appointed as Managing Director 
for Kingsway Music. He had a dream that the worship songs of 
the UK would leave the island. Over the twenty years before his 
death in 2013, he began to see that dream come true; helped 
by Kingsway’s partnership with EMI Christian Music Group 
(EMICMG) and later Integrity Music, he would see these songs 
propelled around the world.

Despite the international influence and recognition, the 
UK worship community continued to be close and would 
meet together often. The next generation were drawn into the 
gatherings and the fathers, sons and daughters learned from 
each other. Pete Greig, founder of 24-7 Prayer, observed that 
while senior church leaders have struggled to hand on the baton 
to the next generation, the transition between the generations in 
the UK worship community has been seamless.

A tapestry of relationships was being woven across the 
denominations, streams and movements and God blessed the 
unity. David Ruis observes, ‘I think in the UK there is a deep 
passion to find community and that is touching the blessing 
on the worship. The pursuit of community and relationship, 
and finding ways to cooperate together. I think this is a 
significant factor.’

The modern-day Levites of this land care deeply about the 
praise of God and have taken seriously their responsibility of 
this role. 

The UK has such a heritage of hymns. Martin Smith would 
say it’s ‘in the soil’. But the bringing together of majesty and 
intimacy and new sounds has seen the combination of content 
and creativity leading to encounters with God.

In the writing of this book I have interviewed over fifty 
key people who have been involved in, and observers of, 
this movement, and I have stepped into the role of scribe; a 
commentator as well as a collector of quotes. Unless otherwise 
stated, all quotations are taken from these interviews. This is 
the story, from my perspective, of how the jewel of worship was 
restored to the British church and went on to become a light to 
the nations. 

Since my youth, God, you have taught me,
And to this day I declare your marvelous deeds.
Even when I am old and grey,
Do not forsake me, my God,
Till I declare your power to the next generation,
Your mighty acts to all who are to come.

(PSALM 71:17-18)
Excerpted from the introduction of Missing Jewel:  
The Worship Movement That Impacted the Nations, by Les Moir.

This is not my story but our 
story. Over the past fifty years 
God has done an amazing 
thing in the UK in His church 
and with worship. As the Holy 
Spirit was poured out, the 
British church moved from 
formality into freedom.

Letting In the Light
W O R S H I P



PLAYLIST
SMARTURL.it/WorshipWeekly
Our Spotify playlist is updated weekly, 
for streaming in the car, at work, or at an 
upcoming service.
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 All this I have spoken while  
still with you. But the Advocate, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach 
you all things and will remind 
you of everything I have said to 
you. Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not  
let your hearts be troubled and 
do not be afraid.

JOHN 14:25–27

Lord, We  
Need You Now

W O R S H I P
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Discover Worship 
Weekly

PRAYER
Holy Spirit, You are welcome to 
move in every part of my life. I 
acknowledge my need for You. 
I give You permission to have 
Your way in my finances, my 
dreams, my home, and in the 
deepest parts of my heart and 
mind. Come like a flood into 
every corner of me, even the 
places I’ve kept hidden. You 
are my confidence. You are my 
source. Forgive me for looking 
to so many other sources for my 
confidence and security. I look 
to You and You alone. Amen.

Greg Sykes  Life can be really hard, even for followers of Jesus. It’s definitely 
too hard to handle on our own… On my own, I just do not have what it takes. 
I am fickle. I wander. I often doubt. I make mistakes. I fall short. And that’s ok 
because I am not designed to be self-sufficient. 

Our security, peace, and sufficiency can only be found in one place—the 
Lord! In Him, you and I have been given everything we need to confidently face 
whatever today brings. He has given us the Holy Spirit, our Helper. We have 
been given God the Father, where we find our identity, and we have been given 
Jesus Christ, who saves and sets us free by His blood! 

None of these absolute miracles could ever be earned or gained in our own 
strength. In His mercy, the Lord looks on us with loving-kindness and compas-
sion and offers to meet our every need, if we only acknowledge our 
need for Him. 

DCC.is/Reverse
Enjoy a free download  
of Greg Sykes latest  

album, Reverse®.  
Download by July 31, 2017.
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HEART 
& HOME

Written for eight- to twelve-year-olds, The Good Book for Kids is filled 
with stories from around the globe and Bible applications that hit 
close to home. This passage brings to life the inspiring message of 
Acts I through the story of a courageous Iraqi Christian family. 

Lisa T. Bergren   Mosul, Iraq—“They’re coming,” Mama warned, the cell signal waver-
ing. “ISIS. Just miles away. Come home! We must escape!”

“Okay, Mama,” Sara said.
“Fast, baby! As fast as you can!” Mama hadn’t wanted Sara to go to the library; she and 

Papa had been hovering near the radio, wringing their hands, when she slipped out. But 
they’d been immersed in the radio broadcasts for days, and Sara thought if she didn’t get 
even a moment out of the apartment, she might lose her mind.

Now she feared that her choice might cost her life.
She left the library, just three blocks from their apartment in Mosul. She paused outside, 

stunned. The city was already in chaos. A jet screamed overhead, another just behind, lower 
than she’d ever seen. She could hear the distant boom of explosions.

People ran down the street. A family from church ran up to her, already packed and 
on the move. “Sara!” the father called to her. “Get home! We must all get out!”

SIMPLE TRUTHS 39

Testimony or  
Tall Tales

“I am!” she called back, running even faster now, the fear in 
his voice making her heart beat double-time.

People were dragging suitcases and bags to cars, their faces 
drawn and scared. Now Sara could hear the tinny sound of a 
loudspeaker proclaiming that the city of Mosul belonged to 
Islam, not Jesus. Any “infidel dogs”—Christians, like her own 
family—were to convert to Islam or die. 

A stream of Iraqi army jeeps filled with troops roared by Sara 
as she turned the corner.

They’re running away? she thought angrily. Why do they not 
stay and fight?

She heard more bombs, closer now.
She turned another corner, pulled up short, and then peeked 

around. ISIS soldiers, their heads swathed in black, moved into 
a building and dragged people out, screaming at a woman and 
man on their knees in middle of the street, cringing before the 
Islamist fighters. Sara heard the word “Christian” spit out as if 
it were a curse word.

Taking a deep breath, she bolted across the street, hoping 
she’d make it to the other side without attracting any attention. 
Mama and Papa were already on their motorcycle waiting for 
her. Sara jumped on and clung to Mama’s back as Papa revved 
the throttle. Each of them carried nothing but a bag. They 
could barely all fit on the motorbike.

Sara hoped they were free of ISIS as they made their way 
out of the chaotic city. Papa weaved between streams of wildly 
honking cars that were already jamming up the road. But as 
they slowed, they saw what was keeping people from leaving: 
a checkpoint at the edge of the city. They entered the line 
of cars, where people had turned off their engines and were 
pushing their cars forward to conserve gas. They walked the 
motorcycle forward, wincing every time they heard another 
bomb or the peppering of machine-gun fire. It’s close, far too 
close, Sara worried. Smoke billowed from the center of the 
city, and more jets screamed overhead. Mama was silently 
weeping, as were many others in the line. 

As scary as the city behind them was, what faced them ahead 
was far scarier. The checkpoint was close enough for them to 
see the ISIS soldiers heavily armed with massive guns and long, 
gleaming swords. 

Papa leaned closer to Sara. “They will ask us about our faith. 
I know it’s frightening, but we must stand up for Jesus.”

Gulp. They’d talked about this before. A lot. But now it was 
real. “Papa, I’m so scared.” 

“Me too, baby,” he reassured, pulling her and Mama closer. 
“But we’re not alone. Our God is with us. He will see us 
through, or he will see us to heaven. Be brave.”

The closer they got, the more people started their engines 
again. Exhaust filled the air, making Sara’s eyes and lungs burn. 
But she would’ve stayed forever in that cloud if they could’ve 
avoided the terrifying soldiers.

The car in front of them pulled away, and it was their turn 
at last.

Papa stepped forward, and Mama and Sara followed. Mama’s 
tears were dry now, her mouth set in a grim line.

“My family and I are Christians, and now that this is a 
Muslim city, we must leave.”

The soldier stared at Papa coldly. Then the guard turned and 
waved another soldier forward. The two spoke in undertones 
for a moment. A third soldier joined them.

The third guard approached them. “You are Christians?” he 
asked, sounding surprised. Sara guessed that others in the line 
ahead of them had made up some acceptable excuse for fleeing. 
But Papa had always said they were to be truthful about their 
God in good times or bad. 

“Yes, we are,” Papa stated.
“Then you must convert to Islam, or you, your wife, and 

your child will be killed. It is simple, no?”
“I cannot,” Papa replied. “For my Jesus died for me. Saved 

me. How can I turn my back on Him?”
One of the soldiers pulled out his sword, the sound ringing 

in Sara’s ears.
“No, please,” Papa said calmly. He went on to quote passages 

from the Qur’an that allowed Christians to live if they paid 
certain jizya, or taxes.

Another man stalked toward them. He appeared to be in 
charge. “What is the holdup?” he asked irritably. “We must get 
these streets cleared of traffic.”

“This man says he and his family are Christians,” said the 
first soldier, raising the gun barrel to Papa’s throat.

When Faith  
Is Dangerous

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 
                                                              Acts 1:8
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 There’s a crazy thing that happens when you tell stories 
around a campfire that most people never notice because 
they only attend one week of camp per year. But when you 
work at camp, and you’ve sat around hundreds of campfires, 
you start to see trends that might otherwise go undetected. 
For over ten years I worked at a big Christian camp in 
California, and during those summers I sat around hundreds 
of “Victory Circle” type campfires. I looked forward to those 
times on Friday night because they were a great place to hear 
the campers share a brief testimony of what God had done in 
their lives during the previous five days.

And here’s where the fun always begins. At each and 
every Victory Circle I’ve ever attended, I’ve witnessed a 
phenomenon I like to call “Proclamation Escalation.” It starts 
with a cute kid stating something simple and inspirational like, 
“I want to thank God because He’s helped me to overcome my 
fears this week,” and then he sits down. Then the next camper 
feels a slight pressure to top the previous report. So he’ll say 
something like, “I want to thank God because He’s helped me 
overcome terrible fears all year long.”

This is quickly followed by a girl who stands to say, “My 
whole life I’ve been scared of being lost in the forest, but 
this week God helped me overcome it.” Not to be outdone, 
the next camper brings a report of actually being lost in the 
forest. Followed by a kid’s testimony of being hunted in a 
forest by cannibals. Followed by a report of being abducted 
by cannibal aliens. Followed by a report of being involved in 
a clandestine government cover-up of extraterrestrial dietary 
habits. Followed by a tear-filled confession by someone who 
is now so intent on besting the previous testimonial that he 

has to publicly admit that he and his entire family are actually 
from outer space. At which point the camp counselor has to 
interject, and remind the campers that this whole time was 
meant to be a moment of reflection on what God has done in 
our lives, and maybe we’ve gotten a little off track?

In the heat of the moment, I’ve seen kids around campfires 
tell the most outlandish and unbelievable fabrications in an 
effort to impress the crowd with an awesome testimony.  

I believe this happens because our kids feel like the truth 
isn’t flashy or exciting enough. But the reality of what God 
has truly done for us in Christ puts tall tales of cannibals and 
aliens to shame!

These days, I’m doing my best to instill in my son a sense 
of awe and wonder at the reality of what Jesus has done for 
him that will overwhelm any pressure he might feel to have 
to personally perform for his peers. I’m teaching him that his 
identity is rooted in Christ’s opinion of him rather than in 
his own estimation, or the perceptions of others. As it says in 
Jeremiah 9:24, “but let him who boasts boast in this, that he 
understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices 
steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in 
these things I delight, declares the Lord” (ESV). 

In life, there are going to be plenty of opportunities for 
healthy competition. Thankfully, because of the unstoppable 
story of Jesus and His life-giving work on our behalf, 
testimony time around the campfire isn’t one of them! 

 
Darin McWatters is the Pastor of Teaching and Mission at Arbor Road Church in  
Long Beach, California.

Testimony  
or Tall Tales?
Pastor Darin McWatters reminds kids to find  
wonder in the simple truths.

Sara screamed inside. She didn’t want Papa to die. She didn’t want to die. Be 
with us, Jesus, she prayed silently. Save us! We are yours!

“Wait,” commanded the leader, pushing away the soldier’s gun. “I know this 
man.” The man giving orders moved to face Papa, and Papa dared to meet his 
gaze. “You traveled from town to town last year offering help to the widows and 
orphans, yes? Handing out your Bible of lies?”

Papa nodded slowly, as if admitting this might not help them escape. “We did,” 
he said, glancing to Sara’s mother. “Our faith demands that we help those in need, 
that we show Christ’s love to all we meet. Even to you, who might hate us.”

With a growl, the first man raised his gun again, and the second wielded his 
razor-sharp sword.

Sara couldn’t help it; she let out a little cry. Mama pulled her closer. Sara squeezed 
her eyes shut. Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, she prayed.

“Wait,” the leader interrupted. There was something about him that made 
Sara think his heart had grown tired of being a loyal ISIS soldier and he was just 
pretending to be. “You left behind an apartment in the city?”

“We did,” Papa said.
“Do you own it?”
“I do.”
“Do you carry the deed?”
“I do.”
“And you are willing to pay the tax?”
“I am, sir.”
In line, Sara had heard others speak of this money deal. The “tax” would mean 

that ISIS would own the apartment outright. But it didn’t matter if it meant get-
ting away from the city and all those who hated them.

The commander pulled out a cell phone and dialed a number. He turned away 
to have a short conversation as the soldier with the sword continued to circle 
the family like a lion sniffing its prey. 

A minute later the leader returned. “Sign the deed and give it to me. You’re 
being permitted to leave so you can tell your people that we will reign victorious. 
You leave our land now, but soon all will be ours. We won’t stop until the pope 
himself converts to Islam.”

The other two soldiers let out sounds of disgust. One spat on top of Papa’s shoe 
as he passed. Then they turned their attention to the family behind Sara’s.

As Papa handed over the deed, the commander leaned close. “One of the 
women you ministered to was my great-aunt,” he said in a whisper. “My aunt said 
that if it wasn’t for you, she would have died that week. She read your Bible and 
shared it with us. Pray for us who live in secret among your enemies; we do not yet 
have your courage.”

Papa’s eyes widened, but he said nothing. To do so could have endangered the 
man’s life.

And as they rode down the paved highway out of town, Sara looked back and 
prayed for their unlikely angel and Christ’s light, burning like an ember inside this 
compassionate man. 

Excerpt from The Good Book for Kids © 2017 by Lisa T. Bergren

DCC.is/KidMin
For more ideas on engaging  

kids, download the free ebook,  
21 Ways to Love, Learn and Live 

God’s Word by Michele Baird. 

21Ways
LOVE,

LEARN,
LIVE

God’s Word

to

&
IDEAS TO ENGAGE KIDS, FAMILIES & VOLUNTEERS
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Brave Is the New Beautiful 
LEE WOLFE BLUM
In a culture of perfection and surface 
beauty, women are left feeling alone 
and overwhelmed. Blum weaves 
reflections from her own journey with 
inspirational stories from everyday 
women who chose to take off their 
masks, live authentically, and be the 
beloved God knows they are.

Wait and See
WENDY POPE
Every woman struggles with times of 
waiting—for a spouse, a child, a job. To 
help readers transform a difficult season 
of waiting into a sweet season with God, 
Pope draws on the story of King David, 
who was anointed king nearly twenty 
years before he took his throne. Unchained

NOEL JESSE HEIKKINEN
For some Christians, devotion can feel like a prison. 
Unchained explores how to have a robust faith that 
celebrates personal freedom without compromising the 
holiness of spiritual commitment. Heikkinen reveals Christ 
as the path to finding freedom in our daily lives.

Forensic Faith
J. WARNER WALLACE
For many people, faith in God 
is still life’s biggest unsolved 
mystery. Wallace, a real-life cold-
case homicide detective, uses 
true detective stories, fascinating 
strategies, and biblical insights to 
help Christians develop a “forensic 
faith” and become effective 
“Christian Case Makers.”

I Am N 
VOICE OF THE MARTYRS
In a culture dominated by radical Islam, 
Iraqi Christians face persecution and risk 
their lives. Through the personal stories  
and voices of these brave brothers and 
sisters in Christ, believers find inspiration 
and a renewed commitment to walk in  
faith through life’s trials. 

Unsinkable Faith
TRACIE MILES
When daily stress and negative thoughts 
creep in, it can feel like you’re sinking under 
the weight. Miles helps women embrace 
God’s truth, with practical tools and personal 
stories for transforming thoughts, feelings, and 
actions—to rise above life’s circumstances.

Union With Christ
RANKIN WILBOURNE
What does it mean to be in Christ? 
This Christian Book Award-winning title 
explores the challenge of nurturing a union 
with Christ. With practical strategies for 
making Christ the anchor and engine 
for your life, Wilbourne reveals the 
transformational power of living a life 
entwined with Him.

Enlighten. Encourage. Inspire.
 
God never stops speaking. But sometimes His voice gets drowned out by the ones in your head. When your faith jour-
ney takes you to uncharted territory, the insights and perspectives of fellow believers can strengthen your faith and help 
you stay in step with God’s promise. 

DCC.is/ShelfLife
Enjoy a free download of Unchained by Noel Jesse 

Heikkinen. Download by July 31, 2017.

 SUBSCRIBERS ONLY
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LEADERSHIP
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DISCOVERING SPIRITUAL GIFTS
Where do we turn to discover our spiritual gifts? We 

begin in God’s Word, where we find all the essentials of 
DiscipleShaping. Some of the most encouraging chapters are 
those that describe spiritual gifts. 

Look at Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4, and 
1 Peter 4. We see that God gifts each of us for different 
opportunities, such as teaching, leading, serving, giving, 
and showing mercy and hospitality. Other gifts of prophecy, 
miracles, and tongues were evident in the early Church in 
ways that are hard for some Christians to fathom today.

But don’t miss the larger point: God wants each one of 
us to discover and develop the gifts He’s given us. When we 
recognize our spiritual gifts, we can learn to exercise those 
gifts in a way that blesses others and blesses us as God’s 
power works through us.

I first learned about my spiritual gifts through an 
assessment tool offered by my church. I had decided to 
become a church member, and the tool helped me identify 
where I might serve based on my gifts. Brilliant timing. 

The assessment prompted me with a series of questions 
and then provided a results profile that suggested my 
top spiritual gifts. A tool like this can guide prayerful 
consideration of how God has uniquely equipped each of us. 
The results may not surprise us, but they can encourage us to 
develop our gifts to the glory of God.

DEVELOPING SPIRITUAL GIFTS
As time passed and I grew in my leadership 

responsibilities, I didn’t always lean on my spiritual gifts. 

And I didn’t anticipate how God’s gifts might equip me for 
where He was taking me, but they did!

Let’s go back to the winding mountain road and to 
the leadership lesson it taught me. I went from fast and 
confident to slow and foggy. I believe God wanted me to 
become more dependent on Him. He was emptying me 
of me, and filling me up with Him. I learned to trust His 
direction, whether or not I could see the road ahead. 

Later, when I revisited the spiritual gifts assessment tool, 
I saw a measurable indication that my faith had increased. 
Previously, the gift of faith had not been at the top of my 
list. But it became number one. The new results encouraged 
me to lead with even greater faith and confidence in Him.

When we embrace life experience to reinforce the 
DiscipleShaping process, it can help sharpen our spiritual 
gifts. Mentoring, coaching, counseling, and continued study 
of God’s Word can all play a part. 

Developing our spiritual gifts is a matter of stewardship, 
as 1 Peter 4:10 says: “Each of you should use whatever gift 
you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 
God’s grace in its various forms.” As we grow in awareness 
of our gifts and realize they can change over time, we gain 
confidence in God, and in ourselves, to accomplish what He 
calls us to do. 

Resource
If you haven’t discovered your spiritual gifts, or if you 
haven’t considered them recently, take ten or fifteen 
minutes to go through an assessment. Find out if your 
church already has a recommended tool. Or go online to 
SpiritualGiftsTest.com, where you can register, take the 
assessment, and receive personalized results by email to 
help you explore your top gifts.

Cris H. Doornbos  
is the CEO of David C Cook.

Relationship
Invite a friend or family member to do the assessment 
too, so you can talk together about what you’re 
learning. Identify how you might affirm each other to 
develop the gifts God has given you. Explore volunteer 
opportunities through your local church so your gifts can 
benefit the children, teens, or adults in the congregation 
and in the surrounding community.

DiscipleShaping
Experiencing God’s power through spiritual gifts.

 Over a decade ago, I entered a season of leadership in an organization that required 
a turnaround. The organization needed new direction and vision, and I had confidence 
in my ability to do the work I knew would be crucial to success.

Imagine the situation like driving a small, sporty car on a winding mountain road. 
I live in Colorado, so for me, it’s a clear day in the Rockies, and I know where I’m 
going. I put my foot on the gas and take the curves as fast as they come.

But along the way, fog sets in. I can hardly see the road signs. I slow down to a 
crawl. I navigate as best I can. And when I finally emerge from the fog, I realize how 
fatigued I’ve become. 

That’s what happened in my leadership situation. But it meant the journey for 
change slowed considerably. I needed to learn dependence on God to accomplish what 
He had called me to do. Fog and confusion were His way of saying to me, “I know 
you’re trying to be self-sufficient, but I want you to be dependent on me.” 

Looking back on that journey, I was missing out on DiscipleShaping—the learning 
process of living the full life God intends uniquely for each of us. 

The realization led me to explore the spiritual gifts God provides for me and for each 
one of us. Spiritual gifts are abilities given by the Holy Spirit to all believers, beyond 
our natural abilities, to build up the body of Christ and do the work of ministry.

These gifts can be exceptionally affirming and potentially powerful if we discover 
and develop them. Yet many people haven’t opened their spiritual gifts. Or, like me, 
they’ve traveled far on their own confidence and missed an opportunity to experience 
God’s gifts in action.
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Early to Share 
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God wants each one of us to discover 
and develop the gifts He’s given us.
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How to share the gospel with the smallest 
members of your congregation.
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Early to Share 
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 Golden-haired and adorned in her Sunday best, Angel was 
having a hard time living up to her name. She squirmed in 
her pew seat, constantly turning around to peep and wave at 
the friendly faces behind her. She lost her shoes, five times. 
Then she climbed on her mommy’s lap, down again, up 
again—over and over again. Finally, Mom had had enough. 
As the preacher droned on about how we can see God, 
Angel’s ears picked up on that interesting concept.

“See God? Me want to see God!! Mommy, me want to 
see God!” Angel loudly exclaimed. Without missing a beat, 
Mom swooped up her unruly Angel, headed toward the back 
of the auditorium, and said, in a whisper all could easily 
hear, “God is in the nursery. Let’s go see Him now!”

While Angel’s mom wasn’t focused on witnessing to her 
child at that particular moment, she had the right idea all 
the same. God is in the nursery. And He’s in the pre-K 
classroom, and the early elementary groups too. When it 
comes time to share the Gospel with kids in your care, keep 
these six pointers in mind.

1. DON’T UNDERESTIMATE THEM
Sometimes we make the mistake of thinking that very young 
children are too little to be presented with the weighty 
message of the good news. But we expect little ones to 
understand all kinds of heavy and important subjects.  

We talk to them about staying away from fire and open 
windows and other hazards. They learn not to talk to 
strangers, because not all people are nice to children. And 
when loved ones die, we try our best to explain what’s 
happening and why we are sad. We have no problem telling 
our little ones these things because we realize they only 
understand them at a basic level, which is all they need. And 
we keep teaching them, over and over again.

The same should be true for times we share the Gospel 
with kids. We know they will understand it at a basic level, 
but that level is all they need right now. So from the time 
they are able to squeak out, “Jesus loves me, this I know,” we 
need to tell our children how they can know Jesus loves us so 
and what the Bible tells us about that. And we need to keep 
teaching them, over and over again.

2. DON’T MAKE IT HARD
Keep it simple. Use a vocabulary your young child or the 
children in your ministry will understand. Instead of saying, 
“Jesus paid our debt with His blood,” say “Jesus died on the 
cross so our sins could be taken away.” Or instead of saying 
“Jesus conquered death and was resurrected on the third 
day,” try “Jesus died but came to life again on the third day. 
He showed everyone that God is stronger than death and 
that we can all live forever with God.”
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Of all the questions our little 
ones may ask, “Why?” is 
certainly going to come up—
many times! So be ready.

Jesus died on a cross. He died for every person who has ever 
lived or will ever live. He suffered and died for us, so that we don’t 
have to suffer and die for our sins. Jesus takes our sins away and 
gives us forgiveness. And that forgiveness lets us be able to live 
with God forever. If we want to live with God forever, this is what 
we have to do: feel sorry for the wrong things we have done, thank 
Jesus for dying for us, and ask Him to forgive our sins.

Accepting the grace that is freely given to us is one step in the 
path of faith. It’s a big step, but it’s still just one step. We don’t 
have to have the whole path mapped out to be able to take that 
first step.

6. DON’T MISS THE MOMENT
You never know when a child might come to understand what 
Jesus did for him. It might be through the reading of a Bible 
storybook, watching an Easter play, or singing a worship song. Or 
it might be in looking at a nativity scene and realizing that baby in 
the manger was God’s special gift of love to the whole world.

Whenever that moment comes, don’t miss it. If a child comes 
to you and asks how she can know Jesus, stop what you are doing. 
Look the child in the eye and listen to the words. Don’t be too 
busy to miss this important piece of God’s business.

Whenever you can, build into your lives opportunities for those 
moments to happen. Read stories of Jesus’ life. Let kids play a part 
in acting out those stories. Sing songs of praise—lyrics about God’s 
forgiveness and love, and about what Jesus did for us. And allow 
time for children to ask questions.

I don’t know if little Angel ever did get to “see God” that day, 
but I know He was there, in the nursery. And if we spend enough 
time around our little ones, talking about the Gospel over and over 
again, we’ll be sure to see Him in their hearts. 

Laura Derico is an editor of youth curriculum for Standard Publishing, part of the David C Cook family. 
This article was originally published on the Disciplr blog. For more great ministry resources,  
check out www. disciplr.com/blog.

Looking for more KidsMin ideas?
For a single annual subscription, Disciplr.com 
gives you unlimited access to thousands of 
curriculum materials, resources, tips, and tools.

In an effort to soften the story of Jesus’ death on the 
cross, we could actually make the event more confusing to 
children, or even unintentionally change the meaning.  
We might say something like “Some bad leaders were mad 
at Jesus for saying that He was God’s Son and that He was 
a king. They put Jesus in jail and hurt Him until He died. 
But Jesus came to life again and lives forever in our hearts.” 
While there is truth in this telling of the story, there is also 
a change in focus. Instead of it being Jesus’ choice to die for 
us, this story makes it sound as though Jesus had no power 
or will. It could also sound to children like Jesus isn’t really 
alive as a person, but just as a thought or a feeling inside  
of us.

A better explanation might go like this: “Jesus taught 
people about God. He told them God was His Father and 
that God has a special kingdom for us. Some people didn’t 
believe Jesus, and they even wanted to kill Him! But to be 
part of God’s special kingdom, everyone must know Jesus. 
Jesus gave His life for us to show us how much He loves us, 
and how much He wants us all to live with Him in God’s 
kingdom. When we believe in Jesus, He helps us make good 
choices every day.”

3. DON’T MAKE IT WEIRD
Let’s face it. Christian imagery can sometimes be very odd, 
even downright scary. Bleeding lambs, animal sacrifices, 
people nailed on crosses, weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
But just because all of that is in the Bible doesn’t necessarily 
mean that you have to focus on it.

When you share the Gospel with kids, what you don’t 
want to do is lead them into a kind of mental panic room, 
where hellfire burns outside the walls, but inside they can 
be locked up and kept safe and clean, as long as they say the 
sinner’s prayer three times fast.

The Gospel story should be about the good news of God’s 
love for us. Do children need to know about hell and the 
consequences of sin? Yes, of course. But we should be very 
cautious not to manipulate their feelings. If we force kids 
into a spiritual corner, we may indeed come away with a 
confession of some kind—but will it be a true confession of 
faith, or will it rather be a concession made in fear?

4. DON’T BE UNPREPARED
Peter wrote to God’s elect and gave them this advice: “Always 
be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 Peter 3:15, 
NIV). Before we walk into a Sunday school classroom, or 
talk to our own children about the story of Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection, we would do well to figure out exactly how 
we would explain why we have hope in Christ.

Peter also urges his listeners to do this with “gentleness 
and respect.” Those two qualities are especially important 
when speaking with children. Be gentle with the words you 
use, and be careful about the pictures you paint in their 
imaginative minds. But treat them with respect. Get ready 
for their questions with the same care and time that you 
would get ready for a grown-up conversation about your 
faith. Study the Gospel story well, so that you understand 
what happened when, and why. Of all the questions our 
little ones may ask, “Why?” is certainly going to come up—
many times! So be ready.

5. DON’T EXPECT TOO MUCH TOO SOON
The understanding of the Gospel message comes in stages for 
all of us. I don’t know anyone who has had a complete and 
comprehensive understanding of sacrifice, atonement, grace, 
and salvation at the first moment they said yes to following 
Jesus. In fact, I’m pretty sure I still don’t know anyone who 
has a complete understanding of those concepts. Some 
mysteries are revealed to us, but some are puzzles we will 
keep working on and thinking on for the rest of our lives, or 
at least until we reach Heaven.

We should not expect the young minds among us to 
be able to grasp these concepts any more tightly than we 
grown people can. What do they need to understand? They 
need to know that God made us and loves us. They need to 
know that God is perfectly good. And they need to know 
that humans are not perfectly good; everyone does wrong 
things—everyone sins. Our sins separate us from living with 
God’s perfect goodness. But because God loves us so much, 
and wants us to live with Him forever, He made a way for 
our sins to be wiped away. That way is Jesus.

God is in the nursery. And He’s in the pre-K classroom, 
and the early elementary groups too.
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Life on Life: Equipping churches to reach children more effectively

What was the purpose of your recent trip to Africa? 
It was an opportunity to see the Life on Life curriculum in action with our 
denominational partners in East Africa. In Kenya it was the Anglican Church of 
Kenya, and then in Tanzania it was the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania. 

What were the most memorable moments from the trip?
In Kenya we met the archbishop of the Anglican Church of Kenya, who was 
actually a World Vision child himself. He grew up in a Maasai village, and after his 
mom died, his brothers ran him out of the village when he was six or seven. So 
he has a passion for helping youth know who they are in Christ, and live a life of 
fulfillment. And now he has the ear of the current president of Kenya.

We also went to an orphanage in Kenya that was practically self-sustaining. 
They have a well that they use for water, and they bottle water and sell it to 
the community. They also operate a private school for their own kids, but the 
community pays to go there. It was great to see that Life on Life is part of the 
sustainable way they’re changing these kids’ lives.

What was it like to see Life on Life being used?
When David C Cook partners with these groups, all we start with is the bare 
foundation. We seek denominational or ministry partners with the same passion for 
reaching children, and we co-create a unique version of the curriculum with them. 
Our team works with their team through this process, contextualizing the curriculum 
to be culturally appropriate and relevant to their region.

It was exciting to see that process at work. Each country deals with different 
issues, so the curriculum has different flavors. It’s amazing to see how they’ve 
taken ownership of Life on Life. We visited a church in the center of Nairobi, where 
we saw more affluent children using it. Then we saw it in the villages of Kenya, and 
in remote public schools in Tanzania. All across the board, we could see the impact 
on kids’ faith and the knowledge of who they are in God. 

What aspect of your trip made the biggest impact? 
Life on Life is a true partnership. The church leaders in these countries are 
passionate about reaching their children for the future, and it was amazing to see 
them rejoicing over the partnership with David C Cook. They know life is difficult for 
their kids, and they are so thrilled that we’re walking alongside them.

There was a teacher in Tanzania who told me, “I’ve been teaching kids for 
decades, but I’ve always wondered how to reach them. This curriculum, along with 
the training, has given me the tools I’ve wanted for a very long time.” 

I was truly impressed. This is real. This is making such an impact. It was a 
humbling experience, to say the least.  

Michele Baird marketing director,  
children and youth learning resources

Rock-a-Bye Blessings
With God’s Blessings for Baby, author Catherine DeVries shares God’s 
love and encouragement for children and parents alike.

 As a mother to three kids—now nineteen, fourteen and twelve – author and publisher 
Catherine DeVries knows firsthand the big changes that new babies bring. A career in chil-
dren’s ministry publishing also made her realize the lack of titles with new parents in mind. 

“When I first became a mom, it was a huge shift in my life,” says DeVries. “You’re kind of 
staring at this little child, going, ‘Where is the instruction book?’ The best thing I could do 
was involve God and to pray for guidance. So I was led to this idea, because God has so many 
blessings for us in Scripture that can be applied to parenting.”

As she wrote the passages in God’s Blessings for Baby, DeVries thought back to her days as a 
new mom. She knew that for many families, a first baby often comes with a renewed focus on 
faith. But for the first few months and weeks, new parents can be too tired and overwhelmed 
to get out of the house. She hoped the book would bring the spirit of the church sanctuary 
into the comfort of the nursery.

“I wanted something that they could just pull off the shelf, something that brought the 
blessings of the Lord into the home,” DeVries says. “Even if they had to stay at home and stay 
up all night, I wanted to try to create a soothing presence—to remind new parents of God’s 
soothing presence in their life.”

The book includes Bible passages, blessings, and lullabies for each phase of baby’s life. Full 
music can be downloaded online. The illustrations by Laura Logan are as whimsical as they 
are soothing—fitting for a book that children and their parents, grandparents, and favorite 
grownups can share and cherish for years to come.

“It follows parents through a baby’s first year—from the anticipation 
of the arrival, all the way through their first birthday,” says DeVries. “The 
end of the book celebrates how much they’ve grown. And it’s a celebra-
tion of the parents too, because they’ve come through the first year.”  
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Since its release in fall 2016, many 
church leaders have used the 
book as a baptism and baby 
dedication gift.

DCC.is/baby
Enjoy a free download of lullabies 

featured in God’s Blessings for Baby. 
Download by July 31, 2017.
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HOPE IN HER EYES
Seven years ago, a children’s club 

in India marked the beginning of 
a new curriculum for discipleship 

of vulnerable children like this 
girl, providing hope in the face 
of hardship. Now she’s one of 

7.3 million children served in 27 
countries. Learn more on page 20. IT
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