
SPRING 2015

Equipping the Church

W A R R E N  W.  W I E R S B E  •  T H E  B R I L L I A N C E  •  M A R K  &  J A N  F O R E M A N  •  M AT T  C H A N D L E R  •  J E F F  S H I N A B A R G E R

GLOBAL INITIATIVES  16

When the Spirit 
Whispers ‘Sēlah’ 
to our Souls

HEART & HOME  41

The Silver Lining
Behind Anger  
and Conflict

MORE 
THAN MUSIC

PLANETSHAKERS



|  M I S S I O N  |

To equip the Church
with Christ-centered resources for making and teaching disciples

who obediently transform today’s generations.

Books Learning Resources Global InitiativesIntegrity Music



PLANETSHAKERS  28

More Than Music
An audacious band of Aussies engages young people to  
connect with God and answer His call on their lives.

WARREN W. WIERSBE  19

A Legacy Library for Pastors  
in India and Nepal
A tiny digital card delivers an audio library  
of training resources to equip pastors.

23
SERGIO CARIELLO

From Pen to 
Page to  

Personal Life
The illustrator of The Action 

Bible not only draws the 
stories but takes them to heart.

Th
e 

Ac
tio

n 
B

ib
le

 ®



Get resourceful
Subscriptions by mail free of charge  
in the United States and Canada
Tablet edition available online at 
DavidCCook.org/Resourceful

Sample requests and distribution as a courtesy,  
not for sale, through your event, church, organization,  
or Christian retail outlet

Interested? Simply contact us:
Web: DavidCCook.org/Resourceful
Email: Resourceful@DavidCCook.org
Toll Free: 800.426.6596

THANK YOU
Through the stories and songs of authors and artists, 
and with the support of customers and donors, 
and in collaboration with ministry partners, 
all of us engage together in the Great Commission—
which is truly a co-mission—to equip the local church 
on a global scale.

FEATURED CONTRIBUTORS
Pete Greig and Dave Roberts (p. 16, When the Spirit Whispers Selah!) write books about 
prayer and revival. Pete quotes Bon Jovi in his Twitter profile: “Whoah, livin’ on a prayer.” And that he 
does. Dave Roberts is a church planter, focusing in France. 

Warren W. Wiersbe (p. 22, Be Faithful) has written more than 150 books in the past six decades. 
Many call him the “pastor’s pastor” because of his well-known theological commentaries and passion 
for teaching.

D. Ross Campbell (p. 41, Managing Anger Appropriately) was the founder of an established 
counseling center and wrote multiple books about loving children well.

Matt Chandler (p. 42, Fighting Fair) is a self-proclaimed grace addict. As pastor of The Village 
Church, he desires to lead a congregation which walks in compassion, mercy, and grace.
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 WORLDVIEW
The Church is locally rooted and globally connected like never before.

 On a personal level, we can all relate to how 
air travel and Internet access have made the 
world more interconnected. Today, ten times 
the number of passengers travel by jet than in 
1970. And more than three billion people, or 
forty-two percent of the global population, 
have access to the Internet, which didn’t even 
exist then.

Now consider the maps that show how Christianity has 
spread since 1970 from Europe and North America to Latin 
America, Africa, and Asia. In our dynamic world, the Church is 
locally rooted and globally connected like never before. 

Thanks to more convenient travel options, the call of the Great 
Commission can advance more readily through face-to-face 
international partnerships. Thanks to the Internet, a few clicks 
can deliver Christ-centered resources across oceans and through 
closed borders—for example, our curriculum for children 
orphaned by Ebola is already in use at churches in West Africa.

As you read this issue of Resourceful, you’ll discover why we 
are excited about equipping the local church on a global scale. A 
tiny digital memory card delivers a library of training resources 
to pastors in India and Nepal, giving them access to the tre-
mendous legacy of biblical teaching by Dr. Warren Wiersbe. 
And the gospel’s light is shining on a whole new generation in 
Uganda, where churches are implementing a groundbreaking 
new children’s ministry created in collaboration between the 
Anglican Church of Uganda and David C Cook.

The creative arts resonate globally too. The 
cover story highlights how Planetshakers Band, 
one of our Integrity Music artists, helps engage 
young people to encounter God and pursue 
their calling. In a new book release, documen-
tary filmmaker Brian Ivie tells how he came to 
faith in Christ while capturing the incredible 
story of The Drop Box in South Korea. And 

Brazilian-American comic book artist Sergio Cariello expresses 
his love for God’s Word in illustrations for The Action Bible.

Yet in our big view of the world, we are reminded that our far-
thest-reaching influence still begins in our closest relationships. 
An interview with Mark and Jan Foreman, parents of Switchfoot 
brothers Jon and Tim, brings home the importance of spiritual 
formation in family life. And high school sophomore Emma 
Lander’s discovery of Crazy Love ignites a passion for evangelism. 

God’s great redemptive story unfolds in moments of every-
day faithfulness in your local church and in countless places 
around the globe where believers gather in His name. So be 
encouraged. Be bold. Be resourceful for the sake of the gospel.

Transforming lives together,

Cris H. Doornbos
CEO, David C Cook

POPULATION DISPERSION OF THE WORLD’S CHRISTIANS

Data from Operation World

20201970

times the number of passengers 
travel by jet today than in 1970 



Resourceful Magazine  |  7  |  DavidCCook.org

TRAUMA RECOVERY CURRICULUM FOR EBOLA  
ORPHANS ARRIVES IN WEST AFRICA
Writers of David C Cook’s trauma recovery curriculum for children found a new collaborator in  
Dr. Lyn Westman, mental health program consultant for Mercy Ships. By editing the existing 
material and raising funds for a French translation, Dr. Westman helped accelerate efforts already 
underway at David C Cook to deliver curriculum in two languages to churches in West Africa as 
Ebola leaves thousands of children orphaned. With the curriculum, pastors and ministry leaders can 
guide children through the stages of grief and recovery, while providing crucial information to help 
stop the spread of the disease. See the related story on page 18.

Pictured above: Dr. Lyn Westman leads blindfolded children in a group exercise during a 
workshop to assist their healing process after trauma. Exercises like this one are being used with 
the Ebola trauma recovery curriculum in West Africa. 

CURRENT

News
EVENTS & TOURS  11

SNAPSHOTS  12 

BRING MORE BOOKS
When Sadiq, a local pastor in Pakistan, discovered The Story of Jesus,  
he requested copies to distribute at Christian festivals in nearby villages. 
The illustrated Bible story booklet for children has been a hit. Sadiq 
has distributed almost 700 copies in 21 villages. Though he previously 
struggled to bring children and parents to his church, he reports that the 
story books have attracted growing numbers of families and requests to 
“bring more books.” 

Prayer is in fact a laboratory 
of new possibilities, a launch 
pad for the wildest and most 
preposterous of dreams. 
Pete Greig, a founder of the global 24-7 Prayer movement

It takes great faith to say, 
“You are good” when life  
is incredibly hard. But God  
is good and forever worthy  
of our praise. 
Tim Hughes, on why the church needs songs of lament
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Jesus is God’s love language. 
Everything we need to know  
about God’s love, we see in  
a person…. 
Tullian Tchividjian, in an Easter sermon

Album 
Releases
AVAILABLE NOW
Darlene Zschech  
In Jesus’ Name:  
A Legacy of Worship & Faith 
All Sons & Daughters,  
Paul Baloche, Casting Crowns, 
Steven Curtis Chapman,  
Kari Jobe, and Rend Collective 
Songs 4 Worship:  
Hymns of the Ages 
NewSong Faithful
Sidney Mohede The Rescue 
The Brilliance Brother
WorshipMob Carry the Fire 
National Community Church 
You Alone

MUTUAL ADMIRATION: ALL SONS & DAUGHTERS & BRONCOS
Denver Broncos football players Britton Colquitt and Jacob Tamme caught up with All Sons 
& Daughters after their recent concert at the Paramount Theater in Denver. Shown left to right 
are: Britton and his wife Nikki, David Leonard of All Sons & Daughters, Jacob with his wife 
Allison, and Leslie Jordan of All Sons & Daughters.  

WorshipMob Inspires Local Creative 
Communities to Carry the Fire
JAMMING USED TO BE DONE IN GARAGES WITH A FEW FRIENDS. BUT WORSHIPMOB HAD A DIFFERENT IDEA.
WorshipMob began in Colorado Springs, Colorado, in 2011 in the home studio of worship leader Sean 
Mulholland. Its sole purpose was connecting worship leaders, giving them space to encourage one other and 
experience worship together beyond church walls.

“Originally, the idea was to capture as close to a live worship experience as possible,” explains Sean. “I was 
quite jaded at the time, and the worship experience I was part of every week didn’t seem real to me. It felt like a 
musical performance with a few, select people. I wanted to know what it would feel like to get a bunch of people 
like me, mostly singers and musicians of a similar caliber, and go for something more free, to see where the Holy 
Spirit might lead.”

“A year in, it started developing in a way we could not have imagined,” says Garrett Chynoweth, who serves as a lead pastor for WorshipMob. 
“It began to explode … in expression, heart, and spirit … we didn’t try to impose a particular style or sound on it, instead allowing people to find 
their own voice.”

What developed was a new kind of mob culture, both Sean and Garrett agree, a unique community wherein the greater expression is less about 
individual contribution and more about serving the whole. With more than thirty churches and seventy worship leaders involved, there isn’t much 
room for ego. The mob is less about what you bring to the table; more about what God brings to the table. 

This is the emphasis found in the WorshipMob live worship videos—independent and made available online for free to everyone—which have 
already reached around the world with more than nine million views and 54,000 Youtube channel subscribers to date.

Now after four years of amazing worship sessions and hundreds of hours of recording, WorshipMob marks a new musical milestone with its first 
official album, Carry the Fire, released by Integrity Music. Carry the Fire invites even more worshippers to join the mob and inspires local creative 
communities to discover the gift of worship together.



Book Releases
AVAILABLE NOW
The Action Bible Study Bible ESV

Jim Burns and Doug Fields Getting Ready 
For Marriage Workbook

Bruce Peppin The Best Is Yet to Be:  
Moving Mountains in Midlife

MARCH
Brian Ivie The Drop Box

Nancy Pearcey Finding Truth:  
5 Principles for Unmasking Atheism, 
Secularism, and Other God Substitutes

John MacArthur Found: God’s Peace: 
Experience True Freedom from Anxiety  
in Every Circumstance

Amy Sorrells Then Sings My Soul: A Novel

Ben Irwin The Story of King Jesus

David A. Seamands Healing for Damaged 
Emotions

APRIL 
David Jeremiah What to Do When You Don’t 
Know What to Do

Pete Greig and Dave Roberts Red Moon 
Rising

Larry Osborne Thriving in Babylon

MAY
Mark and Jan Foreman Never Say No: 
Raising Big Picture Kids

Dan Lioy David C Cook’s KJV & NIV Bible 
Lesson Commentary
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Knowing who they are  
off-stage is probably what  
I’m most proud of. 
Jan Foreman, speaking of her sons Jon and Tim,  
of the band Switchfoot

INTEGRITY ARTISTS AMONG THE TOP WORSHIP SONGS
According to Worship Leader magazine, the 2014 annual recap of the top 
twenty worship songs included:

“Christ Be All Around Me” by All Sons & Daughters, written by  
David Leonard, Jack Mooring, Leeland Mooring, and Leslie Jordan

“Joy” by Rend Collective

“ You Lift Us Up” recorded by Paul Baloche,  
co-written with Matt Maher

“Made for Worship” by Planetshakers

“ Say the Word” recorded by Beth Croft,  
co-written with Tim Hughes

We recently welcomed Tim MacDonald to the leadership staff of 
David C Cook. He serves in a newly created role of Chief Advancement 
Officer. Just as the title suggests, his priority will be to work together 
with donors and partners to advance our shared mission to equip  
the Church—and through that mission, to advance the gospel 
around the world.

GLOBAL CHURCH FACES  
INCREASED RELIGIOUS HOSTILITY
If you have the freedom to express and live out your faith without fear of 
social harassment or government restriction, you’re in the minority. From 
2007 to 2012, religious hostility due to both social and governmental 
factors has increased around the globe, according to a recent report from 
Pew Research Center based on a study of 198 countries and territories. 

At the same time, be encouraged that Christ-centered resources from 
David C Cook help equip local churches and individuals in 191 countries, 
including 144 served by donor-funded global mission initiatives.

Countries where Christians, 
Muslims, Jews, and others 
have experienced some form of 
harassment or intimidation involving 
religion, up from 152 countries 
counted six years prior.

Global population living in  
85 countries found to have ‘high’ 
or ‘very high’ levels of religious 
hostility; Christ-centered resources 
from David C Cook have a presence 
in 68 of these countries.

Beth Croft
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GROWTH OF CHRISTIANITY  
IN SOUTH KOREA
Percentage of South Koreans 
who claim to be Christians

 1%
29% 
The rapid growth of Christianity in 
South Korea is attributed to the efforts 
of missionaries who recognized the 
opportunity to equip Korean believers  
as church leaders responsible for  
“self-government, self-propagation of 
the faith, and self-support,” according to 
Dr. Timothy Kiho Park. Dr. Park directs 
Korean studies at Fuller Theological 
Seminary. “This encouraged national 
leaders to take care of their own affairs 
without foreign control or funding.”

The Drop Box 
A STORY OF EXTRAORDINARY COMPASSION
An award-winning documentary film by director Brian Ivie, The Drop Box reveals the humble but 
heroic efforts of South Korean pastor Lee Jong-Rak. He lovingly cares for children born with 
physical deformities in a culture that views them with shame. One of the children is his own son, 
joined by nearly three dozen others since 1998, when Lee and his wife essentially converted their 
home into a makeshift orphanage for little ones who are blind, deaf, misshapen, or paralyzed.

In 2009 after finding an abandoned baby outside his home, Lee knew he needed to do even 
more. He attached a box on the side of his home where parents could anonymously bring 
their unwanted babies. A bell would ring when the door of the box opened, alerting Lee to a 
precious life that might otherwise be abandoned. Through Lee’s story and the extraordinary 
family he has embraced, we see a reflection of God’s compassion for the fatherless. 

Watch the trailer at TheDropBoxFilm.com.

HE TRAVELED TO SOUTH KOREA TO FILM  
AN AMAZING RESCUE. HIS OWN.
Brian Ivie was filled with compassion as he read an LA Times article about Pastor Lee’s solution to 
unwanted newborns in South Korea—a baby drop box. Brian traveled halfway around the world to direct 
The Drop Box, a moving documentary film of the rescue. But God had even bigger plans.

Ivie’s experience changed him forever. During the making of the film he committed his life to Christ for 
the very first time. Brian says, “I saw all these kids come through this drop box with deformities and 
disabilities, and eventually—like a ‘heaven flash’—I realized that I was one of those kids too; that I have  
a crooked soul, all this brokenness inside, but God still wanted me.”

Just in time for the March 2015 release of the documentary, Brian’s newly published book traces his 
spiritual rescue and personal transformation from spiritual orphan to son of God. 

The Drop Box: How 500 Abandoned Babies, an Act of Compassion, and a Movie Changed My Life Forever

1900

2010
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Events&Tours
Join your favorite  
authors and artists at 
these upcoming events:

The Brilliance
Lenten Spring Tour, March–April, TheBrilliance.com

Paul Baloche
LeadWorship workshops for church teams,  
March–May, LeadWorship.com

All Sons & Daughters
A Night of Worship Tour, March–April,  
AllSonsAndDaughters.com

Kyle Idleman
Collegiate Summit,  
April 29–May 1, LifeWay.com

Francis Chan and Lincoln Brewster
Thrive Conference, April 30–May 2, ThriveConference.org

Larry Osborne
Exponential East,  
April 27–30, Exponential.org

Eugene Cho
The Justice Conference, June 5–6, 
TheJusticeConference.com 

Michelle Anthony, Brady Boyd, Mike Erre, and Planetshakers
The Gathering family ministry conference, May 6–8 and 13–15, DCCGathering.com
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Events&Tours

Integrity Music gathered sixty songwriters from ten 
countries for three days of creative inspiration.

They came from all over the world for one purpose:  
Praise. Working together, they kindled the fire of creativity, 
writing new songs to transform the church. Worshipping  
and fellowshipping together, they rejuvenated and  
inspired one another for the coming year. 

Snapshots

Some of the artists, songwriters and Integrity Music staff pictured here include: Aaron Boyd 
(Bluetree), Christine D’Clario, Jared Henderson (Desperation Band), Michael Farren,  
Paul Baloche, Greg Sykes, BJ Pridham (Planetshakers), Graham Kendrick, Nikki Fletcher 
(Worship Central), Joel Buckner (National Community Church), Kurtis Parks (National Community 
Church) and Integrity staff members Robert Brenner, Phil Loose, and Chris Lawson Jones.

Desperation Band
Desperation Conference 2015, July 8–10, DesperationOnline.com

Grace is only grace if it goes both ways.  
If you desire to receive it, you have to be willing to extend it.
Kyle Idleman, via Twitter

Christine D’Clario, Sidney Mohede,  
Planetshakers, and Cris Doornbos
Empowered 21 Global Congress, Jerusalem,  
May 20–25, Jerusalem2015.com
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A Light in  
the Darkness
Through ministry to at-risk children in the Church of Uganda,  
the good news of God’s redeeming grace is dawning on a  
whole new generation.  

 The children sat in rows on rough wooden benches, waiting. The sun had faded hours 
ago, but still, they sat. Their feet kicked up dirt as they swung their legs in anticipation. 
They were waiting for a program—for stories and songs about the good news of Christ. 
They had heard someone would be coming who could play the guitar and sing. They 
were waiting to hear about Jesus—although they had yet to learn how knowing Him 
could change their life.

The journey to get ministry resources to this small village in rural Uganda began 
months before. In December 2010, the Church of Uganda—recognizing the effects of 
deep trauma on the entire country—desperately wanted to help children grow in faith 
and character, as well as in their ability to endure the hardships they face daily. Leaders 
prayed for a way to engage every child in each of their 27,000 churches and 5,000 
schools, in both rural and urban settings. They knew how much the country could 
change in a single generation, for better or worse.

So the leaders contacted David C Cook about systematic, multi-year learning resources 
for their children’s ministry. At a meeting to consider the options, they politely listened 
as two types of Sunday School curriculum were outlined in length. Then less than fifteen 
minutes into the explanation of a third curriculum—for at-risk children—they 

GLOBAL 
INITIATIVES

PRAYER  16

When the Spirit 
Whispers ‘Selah’  
to our Souls

EBOLA ORPHANS  18

Answers  
Amidst Suffering



interrupted: “This is the one we want, we don’t need to go any 
further.” The third curriculum, originally developed in India 
for orphans living in group homes, struck a familiar chord.

The Church of Uganda’s own children deal with harrowing 
issues: war, genocide, poverty, abuse, slavery, disease, and even 
ritual child sacrifices. They need an opportunity to address 
trauma and suffering in a delicate yet honest and direct way. As 
one leader explained, “Every child in Uganda is at risk.” But the 
good news of God’s grace and salvation can redeem children in 
such tragic circumstances.

So a collaborative effort was born. Together, Christian leaders 
and educators in Uganda and at David C Cook created a new 
model for children’s ministry. The team edited and reworked 
the third curriculum into a unique Discipleship Programme 
for Children’s Church, specifically for the Anglican Church of 
Uganda, making it culturally relevant to the context of daily 
Ugandan life. It integrates biblical lessons and interactive 
activities, so teachers can engage students with each other in 
developing spiritually, while building character and life skills. 
And to make sure the lessons take root, the Church of Uganda 
established a new national office of children’s ministry and set 
up two training centers in each of its thirty-seven dioceses to 
equip teachers all across the country. 

Reverend Canon Richard Onyang of the Church of Uganda 
said: “This is a very, very crucial curriculum for us. It really 
is an answer to prayer. It is not just a project; it is an entire 
program that fits in very well with the church.” More than a 
Sunday School program, it is a whole-life remedy for a very  
vulnerable generation.

He continued: “The children in Uganda are over half the 
population, and the birth rate is one of the highest in the 
world. With the population now at 36 million, you can expect 
it to double in less than twenty years. And as it doubles, it 
doubles with children in it. The program isn’t something we’ll 
do for one or two years; it is something we will do as long as 
the children are coming to our churches, which they will. This 
work is enormous. We need a big army.”

And the Church of Uganda has been mobilizing and equip-
ping that army with new fervor since 2012. Four times in 2013 
and 2014, David C Cook sent staff to help train ministry lead-
ers who in turn train local teachers. The Church invested in 
those trainings, paying for travel, food, and accommodations 
for children’s ministry leaders who came from all across Uganda. 
The leaders then returned to their villages to train teachers how 
to use the lesson materials and engage with children.

They saw instant reception and heard encouraging stories of 
transformation beginning to happen. The teachers themselves 
experienced life change, as one described:

I was preparing to teach a lesson on forgiveness to my children 
who are in my discipleship class. I was studying when I suddenly 
stopped. Forgiveness! God made me remember a woman who used 
to be my very good friend. We hadn’t talked in a year. But that 
lesson changed everything. How could I teach children about a for-
giving God who forgives them and me when we don’t deserve it? I 
wrote my friend and asked for forgiveness. 

Fourth grader Benon became so angry and depressed that he 
attempted suicide. He used to believe lies about himself before 
he learned to accept God’s love for him:

I could see no good in me. But I learned that I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made by God. How can I believe that I am worthless 
if I am created in God’s image?

Children like Benon have been living in the darkness of a 
country wracked by decades of turmoil.

So too have the children waiting on the benches to hear 
stories and songs of deliverance and hope for the future. As 
they waited that night, they had no idea of the transforming 
power of the good news they were about to receive. But finally 
they heard a slow rattle in the distance and turned their heads 
toward the road. At that moment, the children saw the oncom-
ing headlights of a Jeep. They squealed with excitement and 
jumped down from their seats to greet their guests.

Smiles flashed. The arriving team from the Church of Uganda 
and David C Cook was hours late, yet the young faces showed 
no frustration or weariness. Just simple expressions of joy that 
communicated: Why would we leave? We just knew you would come.

As the Jeep headlights beamed into the night, the children 
gathered in the glow, enraptured as they listened to stories of 
Jesus and sang songs about His love for them. The team forgot 
about the tiring journey to get there, about the intimidating 
dark roads, about their cramped legs. 

All that mattered was how much these children craved the 
Word of the Lord. 
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G L O B A L  I N I T I AT I V E S

More than a Sunday School program, 
it is a whole-life remedy for a very  
vulnerable generation.
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Projected population growth:

the population of Uganda  
is represented by children

2030 70 MILLION2015 36 MILLION

FROM UGANDA TO THE NATIONS NEXT DOOR
God is doing something so amazing among the children of Uganda that even the country’s president sees the potential. He 
said: We could have a different country in two generations.

A different country … from the one where children are bending—and at risk of breaking—under the weight of violence, 
poverty, abuse, disease, and even ritual child sacrifices. A different country … from the one where churches are ill-equipped 
to intervene on behalf of children because they have lacked both the priority and the resources … until now.

With an entire generation at risk of losing faith, the Church of Uganda is making children a priority—and the preceding story of 
Light in the Darkness reflects the early encouraging signs of what project partners and donors hope and pray for. After just two 
years, we are seeing transformation in the lives of 4.5 million children in Uganda. Children are not only growing to know and love 
Jesus Christ; they are beginning to formulate a biblical worldview and the ability to endure the hardships they face daily.

And now, word about this groundbreaking new children’s ministry is spreading. Christian leaders in a dozen other African 
nations have contacted David C Cook and are ready to invest in their churches’ ministry to children. 

We are actively working to confirm partnerships that will serve an additional 2.1 million children annually through this 
children’s ministry initiative in Africa. Beyond the potential for Uganda to become a different country, by God’s grace, the 
good news of the gospel has the power to transform a new generation in these African countries too:

BURKINA  FASO   IVORY COAST   MALI    SENEGAL   
CAMEROON   KENYA    RWANDA    SOUTH SUDAN  
ETHIOPIA   MALAWI    SIERRA LEONE   ZAMBIA

2040 100 MILLION
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When the Spirit Whispers 
‘Sēlah’ to our Souls
The 24-7 global prayer movement chronicled in the book Red Moon Rising has grown virally to reach 
more than half the nations on earth. It has attracted the attention of media from Rolling Stone to 
Reader’s Digest and a specially commissioned Channel 4 television documentary.  

Yet as the authors recount the dynamic work of God around the world, their experience confirms a 
lesson for us all: In the midst of our busyness—no matter how fervent the prayer that fuels our efforts—
we do well to stop and listen.

Pete Greig with Dave Roberts  ‘Nowhere left to turn but 
to prayer ... white-knuckle ride ... all I want is you.’ Many 
of these comments are ironic, almost funny, with hindsight. 
But these were significant moments when God was preparing 
my heart for the adventure that lay ahead. St. Augustine once 
said that God puts salt on our lips that we may thirst for him. 
Sometimes it’s the salt of our tears.

Finding answers during periods of turmoil takes time. First 
we must find and formulate the questions. And before even 
that we must simply face the pain. The godless philosopher 
Nietzsche once wrote, ‘The essential thing in heaven and earth 
is ... that there should be long obedience in the same direction.’

We’re not good, I guess, at this ‘long obedience’ thing. We 
want instant-access everything—and all our questions answered. 
But life is a journey with its own pace. The biblical word sēlah is 
one of the most mysterious and magnificent in all of Scripture. 
No one really knows exactly what it means although it occurs 

seventy-one times in the book of Psalms alone. Our best guess 
is that sēlah is a musical direction to pause, to stop and listen, 
to reflect on what has just happened and prepare for what’s 
coming next. 

Sometimes the Spirit whispers ‘sēlah’ to our souls. Such sea-
sons of waiting rarely feel like a blessing at the time. They may 
even seem like demonic interruptions in the divine trajectory of 
our plans. Life has its own momentum. Four-four rhythm feels 
right, it comes easily, but jazz takes work. We long—we need—
to resolve ambiguity, to find explanations, to extract meaning, 
to roll up our sleeves and get busy. 

The word sēlah was adopted and adapted by German opera 
to instruct singers to be quiet while the orchestra crescendos. 
Sēlah demands that we stop, that we shut up and fall silent 
when God thunders. Sēlah can be one of the most important 
things we never want to do.



How do we know when God is calling us into a season of sēlah? In my own life the 
process of divine disruption often unfolds something like this:

1   NUMB, DUMB HEART

The passage of time brings to every disciple the relentless pounding of pleasure, pain, and 
sin. These conditions can imperceptibly harden our hearts, slow the arteries, and make 
muscles once lithe grow inflexible. We are generally unaware of this ageing process, but 
God sees and cannot look away. He loves us too much and has called us to too much to 
allow us to settle for less than full spiritual health. The writer of Hebrews says that at such 
times God ‘disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness’ (Heb. 12:10).

In order to call our independent minds and self-satisfied souls back to a place of spir-
itual intimacy and dependency, God must make our numb hearts begin to feel again.

Through Scripture, circumstance—perhaps even through this book—he may begin 
to trouble and disturb our soul. Such feelings are not often associated with the Holy 
Spirit. They may be like the tingling ache in your mouth as the anaesthetic wears off 
after dental surgery, or the howling pain of greater loss. But there can be no movement 
in our lives until we are confronted with the reality of our current state. 

This is the first stage, and for me it took the form of sleepless nights troubled by 
something I couldn’t define. This is a lonely time because you are feeling something you 
can’t explain—even to God.

2   WRESTLING

Next comes the wrestling, trying to make sense of this inner turmoil, looking for words 
to describe what you are feeling. You may study Scripture, splurge in your journal, read 
books, write songs, go for walks and try to pray, wondering why you’re weeping or wak-
ing or considering taking some crazy, counter-intuitive step. Of course God is watching 
all this new activity with delight, biding his time.

3   WAITING

When eventually God gives you words for the things that are troubling your heart (and 
I’ll say it again: this may take some time), things become easier. The internal storm calms 
and you can talk at last with clarity to God and to others. The chaos has a pattern now. 
There may be no answers yet but at least you have questions and you will throw these at 
the Almighty again and again. You no longer wrestle with yourself, but like Jacob with 
God. This is the time of waiting and watching and it can last years or mere minutes.

4   BLESSING

Finally God steps in. The one who sowed those atomic seeds in your hard heart in the 
first place, the one who watched you cracking up and breaking down, the one who gen-
tly gave you the questions and waited and watched while you learned to pray, that same 
God now steps in to bless. A heart that was hard is now bruised and bleeding soft. An 
independent adult has become needy, humble and poor in spirit. A self-sufficient child 
has succumbed to a hug. You have learned to need and to heed, to wait and to watch 
once again. Matthew 18:3: ‘And he said: “I tell you the truth, unless you change and 
become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”’ 

G L O B A L  I N I T I AT I V E SToday 75% of evangelicals say they pray 
daily, up from 64% in the 1980s.

FAST FACT 
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 The Ebola crisis in West Africa may have already orphaned an 
estimated 10,000 children, leaving many mission and humani-
tarian organizations feeling almost helpless in its wake. But last 
fall, Dr. Lyn Westman stepped up in collaboration with David 
C Cook to create lessons for Helping Young People Deal With the 
Ebola Crisis. The curriculum guides orphaned children toward 
emotional recovery from trauma.

Though everyone reacts to loss and tragedy in different ways, 
there’s a natural pull into community during periods of grief. 
Hugging, kissing, holding hands—people often look for relief 
and comfort through intimate connection with others.

But Ebola spreads so rapidly and easily that the quickest 
way to prevent more infection is to eliminate physical touch. 
Relationally speaking, Ebola infects family and community 
dynamics even among the living who have survived the dis-
ease or never contracted the virus. “We are made for relation-
ship, but the fear of Ebola separates people. Those who are 
nowhere near Ebola are afraid of it, and it is paralyzing some 
people with fear. For many it is becoming all-consuming,”  
says Dr. Westman, mental health program consultant for 
Mercy Ships.

Ebola also completely disrupts the cultural burial process. In 
Liberia, for example, families typically mourn with the body of 
the loved one they have lost. But because infection is most prob-
able after death, they can’t. She explains: “If you think about 
the psychological complications of not being able to properly 
bury a family member, you realize that it completely interferes 
with the normal grief process. People may be grieving, but at 

the same time some may be feeling guilt associated with not 
caring for family members.” 

These crippling factors—isolation and fear—motivated 
efforts to deliver recovery resources as quickly as possible. 
Writers from David C Cook drew from existing children’s 
curriculum and modified it to create Helping Young People 
Deal With the Ebola Crisis. Dr. Westman advised the process,  
and secured funding through Tributaries International for the  
French translation.

“Due to the way that Ebola is spread, it is so important 
for people to learn about prevention. This curriculum not 
only helps people heal from the trauma and process through 
grief, but is also an educational tool to assist in prevention 
of Ebola spreading. Ebola affects the body, soul, spirit, and 
relationships of people. People tend to draw closer to God 
during crisis. These lessons help them to trust Him to walk 
through it with them, and hopefully some people also find 
Him in the process.”

Though there is much ongoing suffering from Ebola in West 
Africa, there are also answers. 

“What I love about this project is that it isn’t generic—it 
takes a specific problem and gives specific answers. In addition, 
it addresses the spiritual dimension. The lessons are written in 
a gentle way, talking about fear and grief. It leads children and 
communities through grieving processes, helping them under-
stand the disease better but also that they are loved and valued 
by God. Though we can’t promise that nothing bad will happen 
in life, we can promise them that they will never be alone.” 

Helping Young Children  
Deal With the Ebola Crisis
Writers worked as quickly as possible to finish this curriculum 
and deliver it electronically to pastors in West Africa whose 
communities have been directly affected by the Ebola epidemic. 

The curriculum includes six lessons:

• I’m So Scared of Ebola 
• God Listens to My Fears About Ebola 
• Someone I Know Died of Ebola 
• I Know There is Life After Death 
• Christians Practice Good Hygiene 
• My God is Stronger Than Ebola

Helping Young 
People Deal With 

the Ebola 
Crisis

Six Lessons about Our Loving God in 
Today’s Dangerous Times

Aider les Enfants à 
Gérer Ebola

Six Leçons sur Notre Dieu Tendre 
dans les Moments Dangereux 

d’Aujourd’hui

Answers Amidst Suffering
As Ebola courses through West Africa, orphans are searching for hope.

G L O B A L  I N I T I AT I V E S



 

           A Legacy 
            

      for Pastors in   
           India and Nepal

A tiny digital memory card delivers an audio 
library of training resources to pastors in India and 
Nepal, giving them access to the tremendous legacy 
of Warren W. Wiersbe’s biblical teaching and fulfilling 
his missionary dreams in a way he’d never imagined.

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y
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 A traveling evangelist in remote India 
may not know the name of the President 
of the United States, but mention  
Warren Wiersbe and he lights up. 

Pastor Wiersbe trains pastors, evan-
gelists, and lay leaders in nearly every 
country around the globe. But he is not 
your typical missionary. As a writer, 
pastor, and teacher, he reaches out by 
way of the pen. His New Testament and 
Old Testament commentaries and “Be” 
series expository teaching on the Bible 
fill the hearts and minds of generations 
of Christians.

New technology has placed ninety 
hours of Pastor Wiersbe’s teaching on 
a postage stamp-sized secure digital 
(SD) card that fits neatly into nearly 
any mobile phone. Through a donor- 
sponsored initiative of David C Cook, 
SD cards distributed in India and Nepal 
now enable men and women to take the 
Word of God deeper and farther than 
ever before.

AN EARLY LOVER  
OF WORDS
Warren W. Wiersbe was born in 1929 
in East Chicago, five months before 
the crash that brought about the Great 
Depression. One of four children of 
Swedish descent, his father delivered 
milk while his mother stayed at home 
and cared for the family. He writes in 
his book, Be Myself, that he was often 
sick. His mother fed him cod liver oil 
to strengthen him physically. As lover of 
words from early on, he bought a copy 
of Roget’s Thesaurus at Sears Roebuck 
for ninety-nine cents and said that in 
his eyes it was like the Hope Diamond. 
He consumed Sherlock Holmes, detec-
tive books, and crossword puzzles. 

In 1944, at the age of fifteen he trusted 
Jesus as his Savior. That year he also pub-
lished his first work, Action with Cards,  
a book of card tricks that is still in print. 
Wiersbe was known as a teen magician 
performing tricks for friends, at church 
and school, and later at Youth for Christ 
rallies. That training would be instru-
mental in preparing him for a lifetime of 
public speaking. 

MISSIONARY DREAMS
High school led to college, then semi-
nary. He sat next to a girl with the last 
name of Warren in two classes. During 
attendance the professor would call out, 
“Warren!” then “Wiersbe!” “The inev-
itable happened,” says Pastor Wiersbe. 
“We got interested in each other, fell in 
love, and got married. The Lord gave me 
just the right kind of person. Betty is the 
opposite of me. I get lost in a telephone 
booth; I have no sense of direction, I’m a 
big picture guy. She’s a detail person and 
can find her way around in the middle 
of Africa.” 

In seminary the two shared a bur-
den for Japan and attended a prayer 
group for the country and its people. 
They prayed together for their future 
on the mission field. However, the 
Lord had other plans for the couple. “I 
can’t explain how, but He slammed the 
door,” says Pastor Wiersbe. 

“It didn’t take me long to discover I 
was not an evangelist, nor did God want 
me to be overseas,” he continued. “The 
Lord wanted me at home, encouraging 
people. I learned early on in ministry 
that I’m not an obstetrician; I’m a pedi-
atrician. If you deliver the baby I’ll feed 
him, raise him up, and send him out.”

While pastoring, including at The 
Moody Church in Chicago, Wiersbe 
began writing in earnest. He says, “I love 
people, but my joy is to get into my study, 
open a book and my Bible, and write.” 
Wiersbe’s passion and obedience to the 
Lord has strengthened hundreds of thou-
sands, if not millions of believers. His 
mission field is still Japan, but also China, 
Cuba, Vietnam, India, Nepal, South 
America, and the remotest areas of earth.

ON BEING AVAILABLE
David C Cook, in partnership with Trans 
World Radio and Greater Grace Church 
of Kathmandu, has hosted events in 
India and Nepal to distribute SD cards 
with Wiersbe’s material. 

Some men and women travel two or 
three days by foot or motorcycle to get 
a copy—people like Abraham Dahal 
from Nepal. Abraham says, “My family 
and I serve inside a Bhutanese refugee 
camp. We share the gospel with people 
and bring them to the Lord. We have 
started seven churches. I received an SD 
card and learned how to use it with my 
phone. Every morning I listen to the 
commentaries and discuss them with 
other leaders. I thank God for this card. 
It is an answer to prayer.” 

Wiersbe is burdened for fellow pas-
tors like Abraham. “Oh my, they put us 
to shame,” he says. “I’m glad the Lord 
called me into writing because a book 
keeps on talking—and of course the new 
technology we have is phenomenal. I am 
thrilled that people can get this material 
so simply, so easily, and so economically.”

MINISTRY TODAY
At eighty-five years old, Pastor Wiersbe 
has not served in the pulpit for several 
years, yet he still pours into men and 
women. “My ministry is one-on-one,” 
says Wiersbe. “They call and say they’re 
having a problem, they pass through 
town to say ‘hello’ and to receive encour-
agement, or we meet for breakfast. As 
I say, ‘God is building his temple and 
I would rather stand shouting with the 
youths than weeping with the aged.’” 

“I want to keep growing, even though 
the older I get the more difficult it 
becomes. Why? Because there is no growth 
without challenge, and no challenge with-
out change. When I was younger, change 
was a treat; now it’s a threat. But I need 
change—not novelty, but change—the 
kind of experiences that force me to dig 
deeper and lay hold of that kingdom which 
cannot be shaken.” 

 



 

Pastoral Resource Library  
on Digital Memory Cards
SD cards provide Christ-centered resources to equip pastors and ministry  
leaders in India and Nepal where Christianity is spreading so rapidly that 
seminaries and training programs often cannot reach them or keep pace.

•  162 lessons derived from 13 commentaries by Warren W. Wiersbe, 
adding up to 90 hours of audio material

•  Translated into Punjabi, Hindi, and Nepali languages

•  Punjabi cards with 12 songs from Nachoonga, an album by singer-songwriter and worship leader  
Sheldon Bangera, who is the first Integrity Music recording artist from India 

•  13,000 SD cards distributed in India and Nepal, equipping pastors of local churches that serve 
260,000 people

•  Anticipating 4 more language translations in 2015, as donor support enables, to reach 
20,000 pastors and 500,000 congregants

•  More cost-effective ministry reach compared to 118,000 hard-copy libraries distributed in  
India from 2004 to 2011

  There is no growth  
without challenge, 
    and no challenge 
            without  

      change.
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Be Faithful to the Great Commission
Warren W. Wiersbe  Since Jesus Christ 
today has all authority, we may obey 
Him without fear. No matter where He 
leads us, no matter what circumstances 
we face, He is in control. By His death 
and resurrection, Jesus defeated all ene-
mies and won for Himself all authority.

Christianity is a missionary faith. The 
very nature of God demands this, for God 
is love, and God is not willing that any 
should perish (2 Peter 3:9). Our Lord’s 
death on the cross was for the whole 
world. If we are the children of God and 
share His nature, then we will want to tell 
the good news to the lost world. …

The only command in the entire Great 
Commission is “make disciples” (“teach 

all nations”). Jesus said, “While you are 
going, make disciples of all the nations.” 
No matter where we are, we should be 
witnesses for Jesus Christ and seek to win 
others to Him (Acts 11:19–21). …

Jesus is not only “in the midst” when 
His people gather together (Matt. 18:20), 
but He is also present with them as they 
scatter into the world to witness. … As 
the churches follow His leading and obey 
His Word, they fulfill His purposes in the 
world. It will all come to a climax one day; 
meanwhile, we must all be faithful. 
Excerpt from Be Loyal: Following the King of Kings  
© 1980 Warren W. Wiersbe

Please save me.

From that day, I began to worship the true and living God.  
I started to preach the gospel and started new churches  
in different parts of Nepal. 

Christians account for three percent of the population of Nepal, 
but according to reports from Pastor Rajan and other leaders, 
churches are growing rapidly in the country. Even factors such 
as lack of training centers, difficult commutes from rural areas, 
and dwindling support from Hindu or Buddhist family members 
have not suppressed the desire to learn and grow in the Lord. 

Yet the resources to equip emerging Christian leaders— 
who are barely more than new believers—are stretched thin. 
Written materials are helpful in some places, but many of the 
leaders are semi-literate or oral learners. Audio recordings on 
a secure digital (SD) chip provide an ideal solution. Families 
typically own at least one cell phone, and many church leaders 
support themselves with a second job, so the recordings 
let them listen and learn throughout the day and share the 
message with their congregation later.

When the SD cards from David C Cook first arrived in Nepal 
in February 2014, pastors desperate for knowledge came in 
droves—more than 600 of them, easily double the number 
expected. Since then nearly 5,000 Nepali pastors and lay 
leaders have received this resource. 

“Many pastors in Nepal are untrained,” explains Pastor Rajan. 
“But those who got the SD cards are using them to train 
themselves in the Word of God, and it is growing them spiritually. 
They prepare their messages using the cards, and many people 
are being touched and inspired.”

Pastor Rajan Neupane’s conversion to Christianity could have 
landed him in a Nepali prison twenty years ago. But today, 
stories like his reverberate throughout the entire region:

Twenty years ago, one of my friends became ill and after 
some time, he was cured. 

I asked him, “How did you get cured?” 

He answered me, “I read the Bible and Jesus  
changed me.” 

I went home and couldn’t sleep for more than a week. Only 
one sentence was coming to my mind: I read the Bible and 
Jesus changed me. I read the Bible and Jesus changed me.

So I went back to his home and asked for a Bible. He gave 
me the New Testament with Psalms and Proverbs. I started 
to read from it and within sixteen days I completed the whole 
thing. So many verses touched my heart. I learned that all 
men are sinners; they need a Savior. Jesus is the only Savior 
of all humankind so I knelt down and prayed to God:

“All authority in heaven and on earth  
has been given to me. Therefore go  

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you.  

And surely I am with you always,  
to the very end of the age.”  

Matthew 28:18-20



From Pen TO PAGE
TO PERSONAL LIFE
Sergio Cariello, illustrator of  
The Action Bible, not only draws  
the stories but takes them to heart.

F E AT U R E  S T O R Y
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 “When you draw 
Jesus, Peter, Samson … 
you are drawing real 
people, historical fig-
ures, used by God for 
His goodness and for our 
blessings. So instead of 
being escapism as com-
ics, they are actually God 
saying: Don’t escape, come home. I have something for you.”

For Sergio Cariello, that calling to ‘come home’ is personal. 
“When I was sixteen, I was totally rebellious against God and 
the church. It was a year of turmoil and anger,” says the artist 
now known for illustrating dozens of Marvel and DC comic 
books, as well as The Action Bible series.

Sergio has loved comics for about as long as he can remem-
ber. Growing up in Brazil, he attended church with his mother 
and brother from an early age. But the 
youthful chapter of his life reads like 
that of a super-villain. 

“I had been working out, lifting 
weights because I had a problem 
accepting my body. Lifting weights 
made me look better, and my self-es-
teem was better. 

“I had a very bad temper. For exam-
ple, when I was a kid, I would get 
into fights with my brother’s enemies. 
In my kindergarten class, I would 
kick my teacher’s legs if I was upset. 
Eventually, when I was a teenager, I 
got into a fight with my brother and 
broke his jaw with my punch. 

“Then when I was eighteen, I was 
with my girlfriend and her old boy-
friend at a restaurant, and I really lost 
my temper. I was turning over tables, 
making a mess—and it got so bad that 
it took a few Brazilian cops to stop 
my rage. The ex-boyfriend convinced 

the cops to let me go, and he gave them the wrong name and 
address so they couldn’t find me later.”

Yet Sergio could not hide from God. “I felt in my heart that 
God was calling me back.”

A LOVE OF DRAWING
Sergio loved the action-packed graphics that told the stories 
of familiar superheroes. “We had Spiderman, Batman—and 
they were a collection of five issues printed in one book, black 
and white, in Portuguese. I discovered what American comics 
looked like when I went to the local airport and found an inter-
national vendor who sold them.”

Since the age of three, he had been drawing his own cartoon 
figures, even on the bulletin during church services. Although 
he wasn’t always paying attention to the preacher, Sergio grew 
up learning the stories of the Bible. He participated in Word of 
Life camp in Brazil, part of an international Christian ministry 
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The youthful chapter  
of his life reads 
like that of a  

super-villain.

OPENING CHILDREN’S EYES 
TO GOD’S BIG BOOK
Through the years, illustrated Bibles published by David C Cook 
have opened children’s eyes to the truth of God’s Word through 
images and stories they can understand.

SERGIO CARIELLO’S CHILDHOOD BIBLE BOOKLETS
“As a kid, when I saw the pictures, I was so excited to have not only 
more comics to read, but to have the Bible in a comic book format,” 
Sergio recalls. “To me it was so beautiful and so attractive to see 
those stories. Even though they were only black and white, and very 
tiny, I loved those books and I still have them. Samson and Jesus are 
among my favorite characters.”



that also includes evangelistic outreach 
events and a one-year Bible Institute.

Church and drawing both played a 
part in drawing Sergio back to God. “I 
had stopped going to church for a full 
year when I was sixteen, but then my 
pastor asked me to draw something 
for the church. I loved drawing, so I 
agreed to do it. God used that to bring 
me back.” 

Sergio knew he needed God’s help 
to overcome his temper. It’s a weakness 
he willingly talks about. “When we 
share our weaknesses, people can see 
the only difference is grace. And look 
at Jesus: He was loved by the ‘wrong’ 
crowd—the sinners. Like Paul, I am 
the worst of sinners. I had a fear of my 
temper and I wanted God to control 
that, so I rededicated my life and went 
to Word of Life in Brazil to study the 
Bible in 1981.”

“I remember all my notes during 
that one year of Bible Institute. I filled 
them with drawings. People won-
dered if I was really paying attention 
because I was drawing so much. I 
passed, and I did well. And I dreamed 
of drawing for God as much as doing  
regular comics.

“Spiderman, Batman, Tarzan … 
I love them. They’re great. But they 
will pass away. God’s Word will not  
pass away.”

HIS PERSONAL HEROES
Sergio names a handful of the many people who played a part 
in shaping his life as a follower of Jesus and as an award-win-
ning illustrator. They’re the kind of heroes he still holds  

dear today: Frans Schalkwijk, affec-
tionately known as ‘Papa,’ who 
encouraged his development in faith 
and art, and helped him immigrate 
to the United States. George Theis, a 
ministry leader who got him a schol-
arship to continue studies at Word of 
Life Bible Institute in upstate New 
York. Joe Kubert, the illustrator of 
many iconic comics including Tarzan, 
who served as a mentor. 

And a Christian teacher and 
co-worker, Alec Stevens, at the The 
Kubert School where Sergio went on 
to study—and later teach—cartoon-
ing. “He asked me to contribute to 
a book he was working on. So I did 
a drawing of Jesus carrying the cross. 
And that’s the drawing that David 
C Cook saw, which led them to hire 
me. I like when Walt Disney said it 
all started with a mouse. I like to say 
with The Action Bible it all started with 
a cross.”

Creating illustrations of Bible sto-
ries challenged Sergio to grapple with 
the very truth he was seeking to com-
municate. In that sense, the work 
goes beyond developing a discipleship 
resource for children. It’s part of his own  
discipleship too. 

“When I was drawing The Action 
Bible, sometimes I would literally stop 
because of the impact of the story and 
what I was drawing and what it meant 

in my life. I had to stop and just worship, or kneel and talk to 
God about it. It’s not a vague message on thin paper, but it is 
the truth that we are dealing with. God can use that as we are 
working with it. And afterwards, He can continue to use it, 
especially with kids.”
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Sometimes I would 
literally stop because 

of the impact of the story 
and what I was drawing and 

what it meant in my life.

THE PICTURE BIBLE
The Picture Bible was first 
published by David C Cook in 
1978 based on illustrated Sunday 
School materials like Sergio’s that 
were already in use in various 
languages. To this day, children 
enjoy the colorful pictures and 
storyline without having to read 
every word. They can also learn 
God’s truth through the full text 
of 233 stories included along 
with “Did you know?” fact pages, 
maps, and more. 



GOD’S BIG BOOK
Even though the work is very personal, Sergio is quick to 
acknowledge that The Action Bible is collaborative too. “When 
people thank me for what I’m doing for God, I almost feel 
guilty to get any credit. My work is helping, but it’s not some-
thing I’m accomplishing on my own. It’s all teamwork. The 
results are God’s response to our obedience to Him. I wouldn’t 
be doing what I love if it wasn’t for the opportunity God  
gave me.

“We are all characters in God’s big book. We are on a par-
ticular page in His book for a reason. He places us properly at 
the right time, in the right place, with the right people to make 
our contribution.”

Sergio says “it’s a thrill” to hear about letters like the ones 
from teenage boys at a youth home in Michigan who recently 
wrote to David C Cook to request copies of The Action Bible. 
(See the story on page 39.)

Reflecting on the journey since his “teenage turmoil” years, 
he acknowledges how God used many different people to walk 
with him. And as for his temper—it’s been tamed. “My walk 
with Christ really revolutionized my temper. Nobody believes 
that I was so bad when I was a teenager. Now they say I’m so 
calm all the time. I don’t do what I used to do. I’m living the 
fruit of the Spirit in the life-change that Christ has done in me 
through the years.”

However some things haven’t changed. “I’m still a big kid.  
I still love comics the same way.” 
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THE ACTION BIBLE
Released in 2010, The Action Bible presents 215 fast-paced narratives in 
chronological order, making it easier to follow the Bible’s historical flow and 
reinforcing the build-up to its thrilling climax. Though it’s available in more 
than twenty languages, the vivid illustrations by Sergio Cariello need no 
translation to communicate clearly and forcefully to contemporary  
young readers. 

The Action Bible presents emotionally charged characters, appealing to all 
ages. “When you talk about Captain America and Batman, you have fans 
who love those,” says Sergio. “But when you talk about biblical comics,  
you have the kids and the parents and the grandparents who end up liking  
them. Jesus and his stories are way more popular than Batman and  
Captain America.”

In 2012 Sergio traveled to India to meet orphans who received 
The Action Bible as part of a Christian club program.



THE ACTION BIBLE COLLECTION
The illustrated inspiration continues with a series 
of graphic novels starting with The Battle Begins: 
The Story of Creation, as well as The Action Bible 
Devotional, The Action Bible Handbook, and The 
Action Bible Guess-It Game. 

Integrity Music complements the printed resources 
with The Action Bible Remixed, a collection of 
well-known modern worship songs—from Rend 
Collective, Israel Houghton, Planetshakers, Lincoln 
Brewster, Desperation Band, and many more—
reimagined with electronic sounds. 

THE ACTION BIBLE STUDY BIBLE ESV
Designed to foster stronger connection to God, this Bible brings preteens into the 
action through the complete text of the ESV, study notes, and illustrations by Sergio 
Cariello. Readers engage with God’s Word through interactive features that help them 
gain insights to tough questions and apply biblical themes to life in today’s world.

DavidCCook.org/Resourceful
Download a free PDF sampler  

of pages from The Action Bible 
Study Bible ESV.

Let the water teem with living 
creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the 
vault of the sky.

 But know what 
I love more 
than light? 

Life.

God in Action

In the beginning, there was nothing … except God. 
That’s where the story begins. The first book of the Bible tells how God made the 

world—and how we made a mess of it.
God made a garden paradise for the first people, Adam and Eve. But the devil dis-

guised himself as a talking snake and tricked Adam and Eve into breaking God’s one 
rule. That’s when the story took a very dark turn. Evil invaded the world. Adam and Eve 
had to leave the garden. 

 God didn’t turn His back on creation, though. He promised He would defeat the devil 
with a crushing blow (Genesis 3:15; see Romans 16:20). But things would get worse be-
fore they got better. Soon, the world was so evil that God covered everything with a flood. 
He started over with one man, Noah, and his family. Many years later, God chose another 
person, Abraham, and promised to make him into a great nation. God said He would use 
that nation to bless all the other peoples of the earth (Genesis 12:3).

God was there for Abraham’s family every step of the way. He gave Abraham a son, 
Isaac. He watched over his grandson Jacob. He made sure Abraham’s great-grandson 
Joseph was in the right place at the right time to save the rest of the family from star-
vation. 

By the end of Genesis, Abraham’s family was the size of a small nation. God had kept 
His promise. But the growing family wasn’t living in the land that God had promised 
them, the land where they could fully be God’s intended light to the world. That’s where 
the next book, Exodus, picks up. 

 Genesis
author: 

Moses

people in Action

You’ll meet some of the Bible’s most famous 
characters in Genesis: Adam and Eve, Noah, 
Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Ja-
cob, Joseph, and more. They may seem like he-
roes, but they started out as ordinary people. 
They weren’t always brave. They had doubts 
and fears, just like everyone. Sometimes they 
messed up. Genesis is proof that God can do 
amazing things through ordinary people. 
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Genesis covers a longer period of history than the other 65 books of the 
Bible combined!  kn  w

did  you 

The first five books of the Bible are called “the books 
of Moses.” Moses could have written Genesis while the 

people of Israel wandered in the wilderness. 

 

GENESIS 2 

3

2 

GENESIS 1

The Seventh Day, God Rests

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, 

and all the host of them. 2  And on the seventh 

day God finished his work that he had done, and 

he rested on the seventh day from all his work 

that he had done. 3  So God blessed the seventh 

day and made it holy, because on it God rested 

from all his work that he had done in creation.

The Creation of Man and Woman

 4    These are the generations

  of the heavens and the earth when they 

were created,

  in the day that the Lord God made the 

earth and the heavens.

5  When no bush of the field was yet in the land 

and no small plant of the field had yet sprung 

up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain 

on the land, and there was no man to work the 

ground, 6  and a mist was going up from the land 

and was watering the whole face of the ground— 

7  then the Lord God formed the man of dust 

from the ground and breathed into his nostrils 

the breath of life, and the man became a living 

creature. 8  And the Lord God planted a garden 

in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man 

whom he had formed. 9  And out of the ground 

the Lord God made to spring up every tree that 

is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The 

tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10  A river flowed out of Eden to water the gar-

den, and there it divided and became four rivers. 

11  The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one 

that flowed around the whole land of Havilah, 

where there is gold. 12  And the gold of that land 

is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13  The 

name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the 

one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. 

14  And the name of the third river is the Tigris, 

which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river 

is the Euphrates.

15  The Lord God took the man and put him in 

the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16  And 

the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You 

may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17  but 

of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 

you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of 

it you shall surely die.”

18  Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that 

the man should be alone; I will make him a helper 

fit for him.” 19  Now out of the ground the Lord 

God had formed every beast of the field and every 

bird of the heavens and brought them to the man 

to see what he would call them. And whatever 

the man called every living creature, that was its 

name. 20  The man gave names to all livestock and 

the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 

23  And there was evening and there was morning, 

the fifth day.

24  And God said, “Let the earth bring forth 

living creatures according to their kinds—live-

stock and creeping things and beasts of the earth 

according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25  And 

God made the beasts of the earth according to 

their kinds and the livestock according to their 

kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground 

according to its kind. And God saw that it was 

good.
26  Then God said, “Let us make man in our 

image, after our likeness. And let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 

birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 

over all the earth and over every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth.”

27    So God created man in his own image,

  in the image of God he created him;

  male and female he created them.

28  And God blessed them. And God said to 

them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 

and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish 

of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 

over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 

29  And God said, “Behold, I have given you every 

plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the 

earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You 

shall have them for food. 30  And to every beast of 

the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, everything 

that has the breath of life, I have given every 

green plant for food.” And it was so. 31  And God 

saw everything that he had made, and behold, 

it was very good. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the sixth day.

So God created man in his own 

image, in the image of God he 

created him; male and female he 

created them.

Genesis 1:27 

The Creation of the World

1 In the beginning, God created the heavens 

and the earth. 2  The earth was without form 

and void, and darkness was over the face of the 

deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 

the face of the waters.

3  And God said, “Let there be light,” and there 

was light. 4  And God saw that the light was good. 

And God separated the light from the darkness. 

5  God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there 

was morning, the first day.

6  And God said, “Let there be an expanse in 

the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.” 7  And God made the 

expanse and separated the waters that were under 

the expanse from the waters that were above the 

expanse. And it was so. 8  And God called the 

expanse Heaven. And there was evening and 

there was morning, the second day.

9  And God said, “Let the waters under the heav-

ens be gathered together into one place, and let 

the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10  God called 

the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 

gathered together he called Seas. And God saw 

that it was good.

11  And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegeta-

tion, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing 

fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 

kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12  The earth 

brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 

according to their own kinds, and trees bearing 

fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 

kind. And God saw that it was good. 13  And there 

was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14  And God said, “Let there be lights in the 

expanse of the heavens to separate the day from 

the night. And let them be for signs and for sea-

sons, and for days and years, 15  and let them be 

lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light 

upon the earth.” And it was so. 16  And God made 

the two great lights—the greater light to rule the 

day and the lesser light to rule the night—and 

the stars. 17  And God set them in the expanse of 

the heavens to give light on the earth, 18  to rule 

over the day and over the night, and to separate 

the light from the darkness. And God saw that 

it was good. 19  And there was evening and there 

was morning, the fourth day.

20  And God said, “Let the waters swarm with 

swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 

the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21  So 

God created the great sea creatures and every 

living creature that moves, with which the wa-

ters swarm, according to their kinds, and every 

winged bird according to its kind. And God saw 

that it was good. 22  And God blessed them, saying, 

“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in 

WHY D
ID GOD CREATE

 PEOPLE?

Genesis 1:26-27; 2:7

In the beginning, God created a beautiful world full of plants, insects, animals, birds, the 

seas, and more. But He saved His best creation for last. On the last day of creation, God made 

something unique: people. He wanted these first people to be like Him, so He created them in His 

own image (Genesis 1:26). God created Adam first and breathed His breath of life into Adam. 

Then, because God didn’t want Adam to be alone, He created Eve.

 God wanted to have a close relationship with Adam and Eve. That’s why He created them 

in His own image. They were different from anything else He had created. They could think, they 

had emotions, and they could talk to God and worship Him. God planned for these two people to 

have children and fill the earth with more people who would love Him and talk to Him.

 God didn’t need people, but He created us so He could have a relationship with us. We 

were made to worship Him and be close to Him.

What Abo
ut This?
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  Through You 
I can do anything …

The song by Planetshakers Band resonated in her heart 
and in her empty high school classroom early in the 
morning, before students arrived. Rebecca McGrath, 
an English teacher, grieved over the list of harsh real-
ities her students face: poverty, gang activity, drug 
and alcohol abuse, violence, unstable living environ-
ments—and the list goes on.

I can do all things 
For it’s You who gives me strength
Nothing is impossible!

“You can have days when things are really, really hard,” 
she says. “There are violent episodes in the classroom. 
You have young people arriving who are covered in 
bruises, or on drugs. And on those days—the days 
when I would feel like there’s nothing I could do—I’m 
thinking: You know, what point does Shakespeare have 
in the face of this?”

And yet, she says: “Those young people are amazing. 
Their strength and resilience and humor in the face of 
so much is so humbling.”

So, with the music playing, she paused to pray over 
the room and over the lives of her students.

Rebecca McGrath’s 
story reveals how 
Planetshakers 
Church engages 
young people in 
wholehearted 
worship and 
hands-on ministry.



Through You
Blind eyes are opened
Strongholds are broken
I am living by faith
Nothing is impossible!

The worship song she played that day in the classroom is now 
familiar around the world. And it’s not the only Planetshakers 
song to evoke a memory for Rebecca. She recalls her baptism 
too—at Planetshakers Church in Melbourne, Australia, in 
2007 when she was twenty-four—as the words of “Beautiful 
Saviour” were sung:

Jesus
Beautiful Saviour
God of all majesty
Risen King … 
All the heavens shout Your praise
All creation bows to worship You …

“It was a moment where God just absolutely met me, and I 
remember standing there completely connected to God and 
hearing the words of that song. It was the first time I felt that 
I was able to stand one hundred percent upright and pure in 
His presence.”

The grace of that moment becomes more evident as Rebecca 
rewinds her story to five years earlier. 

FROM THE UNDERWORLD,  
A HOMECOMING
Rebecca had left behind her family and faith when she moved 
from New Zealand to Australia on her own at age nineteen. Her 
life was marked by many of the same harsh realities faced by her 
high school students. “I got really caught up in the underworld 
of Melbourne, with a lot of the drugs and alcohol and things 
that go along with that. By the time I gave my life back to God, 
I’d run as far as I could, and there was not a lot left in me.”

Her sister, who attended Hillsong Church in Sydney, led 
her to Christ in what Rebecca calls “more of a homecom-
ing than a first conversion” and recommended she go to 

Planetshakers Church. “The thing that really kept me there was 
one particular person, on that very first day, amongst all of the 
crowd, who came and said ‘hello.’ She took me out to lunch, 
gave me a Bible, and just connected with me. So because of that,  
I came back.”

Soon after, Rebecca applied for the Planetshakers internship 
program. “I made the decision that the only way my past could 
have power over me was if I hid it. So I was brutally honest on 
my application form. When it said things like, What areas do 
you have to work on? I wrote things like, Sex, drugs and alco-
hol. I was brutally honest.”

Co-senior pastor Sam Evans, who sings with the Planetshakers 
Band, was part of Rebecca’s internship interview. “I’ll never for-
get in the interview, when Sam said: Wow, you were very hon-
est. Everything in me was expecting the stereotypical church 
response of: You know, you’re a new Christian. Maybe you should 
walk with God for a while before you come into this internship. 
Those kinds of responses so often happen. And instead, they 
said: You’re a risk but we want you. We want to have the opportu-
nity to grow with you.

“For me, their heart of acceptance and grace and love—it was 
something that from the beginning, it just shocked me, because 
it stood in contradiction to the view of a big church. And that 
really was the first time I’d been shown such grace. It became a 
benchmark for me. I thought: This is what churches need to do 
and need to be.”

In addition to the influence of Pastor Sam, four other women 
“wrapped around” Rebecca as she grew in her faith. Now, a 
decade later, they’re no longer in regular contact, but Rebecca 
mentions their names fondly: Jess, Tiffany, Alex. And the main 
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I take a very strong stance 
of trying to focus on the grace and love of Christ 

rather than rules and regulations.



person, Janine, is the woman who took her to lunch that first day after church. “From 
the very first day, she was there and opened her life to me and walked my journey with 
me.” Janine was part of the church leadership but outside the internship program, which 
Rebecca perceived as an advantage: “I could go to her and wrestle with things, and she 
would support and also give another voice to what I was learning.”

YOUTH MINISTRY CONFIRMS A CALLING
Rebecca describes her Planetshakers internship as intense, amazing, and life-changing. 
As one of about fifty interns that year, she received pastoral care and training, including 
a weekly discipleship group meeting. She also learned how to invest herself in the lives 
of teenagers through the Planetboom youth ministry. The training was, she says: “a 
really excellent foundation, because it was also my first introduction back to study, and 
it helped me fall in love with learning again.… And the other part of it, of course, was 
in the youth group. My involvement with Boom was what stole my heart and changed 
me because of the young people I got to work with.”

She was paired with a ministry leader and began to assist in serving a group of high 
school students who gathered on Friday nights. “I was placed in an area called Sunbury, 
which is a very low socioeconomic area on the outskirts of Melbourne, with a lot of 
single parents, a lot of young people who were abused, suicidal, things like that. 

“We would also run programs in the schools … and because I was in Sunbury, I was 
given the opportunity to lead a group at the Sunbury high school. So we would go in 
once a week, and we were given permission to run a Christian program.” 

The experiences with youth ministry “absolutely became embedded” in Rebecca’s life 
and confirmed her calling as a teacher. “I’d had a prophecy over me when I was young, 
saying that I would be an amazing teacher. However, I kind of just dismissed it. And it 
was during the internship that I realized: This is what I need to do. This is who I need to be. 
I want to give my life to it. So when I eventually left Australia and Planetshakers, it was 
to return to New Zealand to enter teaching and to start that training.”

Planetshakers
Every facet of 
Planetshakers—the 
conference, the 
church, and the band—
contributes to the vision 
of “empowering young 

people to connect with God, take what 
God has spoken into their lives and 
destined them to be, and run with that,” 
says worship leader and co-senior 
pastor Sam Evans. “We strongly feel it 
is part of our mandate to reach young 
people … because if we don’t, we lose 
generations. We want to be part of 
building momentum, bringing young 
people into the church.”

THE CONFERENCE
Since its inception in Adelaide, Australia 
in 1997, Planetshakers’ dynamic youth 
and young adult conference, now called 
Awakening, has also inspired thousands 
in Hong Kong, the United States, 
the United Kingdom, New Zealand, 
Malaysia, Singapore, and South Africa. 
Fresh off the first 2015 conference in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in January, the 
event returns to Melbourne in April.

THE CHURCH
On February 8, 2004, Planetshakers 
Church launched in Melbourne, 
Australia. Under the leadership of 
senior pastors Russell and Sam Evans, 
the church has grown to serve more 
than 10,000 people every Sunday at 
four campuses in Melbourne, plus 
congregations in Cape Town, South 
Africa and Los Angeles, California. 
The church’s Melbourne-based 
internship program, now accredited as 
Planetshakers College, offers one-year 
and two-year diploma programs to 
train future ministry leaders in creative 
arts, media, youth ministry, community 
outreach, and more.

THE BAND
With an ever-growing catalog of 
songs and more than thirty album 
releases, the Dove Award-nominated 
Planetshakers Band leads worship at 
home in Australia and around the world 
at various churches and events. “We 
get to travel the world and steward 
what God has given to us,” says co-
senior pastor Russell Evans. “The 
biggest crowd we ever played to was 
in Indonesia—250,000 people—in the 
largest Muslim nation in the world. It 
was absolutely amazing to hear 250,000 
people singing ‘Nothing Is Impossible.’”



The church is nothing but people.  
If we are to be church, and if we are to empower and change this world, 

then the only way we can do it is through relationships with people.

C O V E R  S T O R Y

Resourceful Magazine  |  32  |  DavidCCook.org

AT THE CUTTING EDGE OF RISK
Fast-forward to 2013. Among 261 applicants, Rebecca is one of 
16 university students selected to participate in the Teach First 
NZ program, which aims to address educational inequality. She 
recalls the “God moment” when a Teach First representative 
talked about “making a difference for young people who are not 
given the same opportunity as everyone else.” Once again, her 
calling was confirmed. This is it. This is what I’m here for.

She describes the program: “Like an apprenticeship, where 
you are teaching and training simultaneously. You are placed 
in low-income communities in hard-to-staff areas with young 
people at the cutting edge of risk. The idea is to bring top grad-
uates who have highly specialized skills and knowledge in their 
field, and lots of passion and excitement.”

Rebecca was assigned to teach at a school in the country’s low-
est socioeconomic bracket. “And I thought the Planetshakers 
internship was intense!” she says. Her teaching experience has 
been more so. But it has been rewarding too, giving her the 
opportunity to live out her faith and calling.

GRACE IN RELATIONSHIPS
Roughly half of New Zealand’s population claims affiliation 
with Christianity, but it’s not an open topic for conversation in 
public schools. When students ask about her faith, Rebecca is 

careful about how to express it. “I openly respond that I am a 
Christian, and through my actions, I take a very strong stance 
of trying to focus on the grace and love of Christ rather than 
rules and regulations.”

She engages holistically with her students: “By being there to 
pastorally care for them, giving them grace, loving them—basi-
cally treating them as I was treated. Unlike some schools where 
you have four or five kids who need that kind of care, when you 
have thirty kids who all need that kind of care, it’s really hard, 
and sometimes you feel like you’re not getting anywhere.”

Rebecca thinks back to the day when she got to class early 
and put on “Nothing Is Impossible” and prayed for her stu-
dents. “I’m not saying it was like a magic thing that suddenly 
happened, but over the course of the year, the belief I had that 
nothing is impossible translated and transferred to my students. 
And by the end they had started to believe that.”

The greatest lesson that guides her teaching is the one she 
learned through her personal experience at Planetshakers: 
“More than anything else: People matter. It’s all about relation-
ships. That is the number one thing. The church is nothing but 
people. If we are to be church, and if we are to empower and 
change this world, then the only way we can do it is through 
relationships with people.” 

This Is Our Time
A new album from Planetshakers brings fresh urgency to the message of God’s grace for this generation.

It is a heart cry of every generation to claim “This Is Our Time” to make a difference in the 
world. That cry has been set to music for this generation and recorded live with an audience 
of 10,000 at the 2014 Awakening conference in Melbourne, Australia—now available as 
a Planetshakers release from Integrity Music that invites worshippers to seize God-given 
opportunities with fresh passion. 

Joth Hunt finds particular meaning in a standout track, “Covered,” which he wrote in 
collaboration with Israel Houghton. “It’s a very empowering song,” says the worship leader, 

guitarist, and producer for the band. “When we understand God’s 
grace, it helps us live out the call of God on our lives with great 
confidence and boldness. It gives people fresh hope that no matter 
what they’ve done or where they’ve been, they are covered by His 
grace. The song keeps me grounded knowing that it’s by the grace 
of God that I’m doing what I am doing today.”

DavidCCook.org/Resourceful
Be encouraged and get a free 

download of “Covered.” 
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Restoring Beauty in 
Unexpected Places
National Community Church engages in worship through service, 
redeeming ramshackle buildings that breathe life and truth into  
their community.

 The crack house on the corner of 2nd and F Streets in Washington DC sat abandoned 
for more than two decades. It was in a prime location: a block from Union Station and 
only five from the Capitol Building. Pastor Mark Batterson from National Community 
Church had walked by the place hundreds of times, not really noticing it for more than 
its external deficiencies. 

Until one day on a prayer walk for his church and city, he was overcome with ideas of 
possibility: This could be a coffeehouse.

THE BUSINESS OF REDEMPTION
Mark and National Community Church had no background in coffee shops, but plenty 
in restoration. The church meets in theaters in the Metro DC area, some of which they 
own and others they rent on the weekends. Their ingenuity and dedication to the local 
community perfectly embodies the church’s three core convictions:

1. The church ought to be the most creative place on the planet.

2. The church belongs in the middle of the marketplace.

3.  God will bless our church in proportion to how we give to missions and care for the 
poor in our city. 

WORSHIP

THE BRILLIANCE  35

Savoring the  
Art of Song

EASTER’S PROMISE  36
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DANCE AGAIN  38

The Story  
Behind the Song
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National Community Church inher-
ited their Miracle Theatre as a church 
building. But they saw the potential in 
it for a metaphor of redemption. They 
restored the building to reflect its her-
itage: an old Vaudeville show house. “I 
think it’s all about redemption. We’re in 
the business of redeeming things. When 
you’re in that business, it’s worship. 
Worship is much broader than music 
and lyrics. It’s about how we live our 
lives, how we relate to others, and how 
we reflect God’s image to those around 
us,” says Heather Zempel, Pastor of 
Discipleship.

She continues: “Anytime we’re 
involved and engaged in activities that 
reflect the image of God, that’s worship. 
Whether that’s restoring old buildings 
for God’s purposes or discovering new 
ways to reach people in our community, 
I think that’s all worship.”

The boldness it takes to transform 
properties has roots in the culture of the 
church. Heather says: “We want to be 
a place that encourages creativity across 
the board. We believe everything is an 
experiment. Churches often aren’t mak-
ing a difference because people aren’t 
doing things that have never been done 
before. We want to take crazy risks and 
try things that haven’t been tried before. 
We want to do it right and do it big.

“A definition I’ve heard about wor-
ship is that it’s bragging about God. We 
are worshipping when we do things with 
excellence and when we do them out of 
our love for Jesus and wanting to make a 
difference in our community.”

EBENEZERS  
COFFEEHOUSE
Mark was right about the crack house. 
It is the perfect spot for a coffeehouse. 
“We believe the only reason we have it is 
because of prayer,” says Heather. There 
were four bids on the property that were 
much higher than the church’s offer. 
But in 2002, they purchased the build-
ing. After four more years of prayer, 
they opened Ebenezers Coffeehouse in 
March 2006. 

Redemption pumps through the veins 
of Ebenezers, from the coffee they sell, 
to the people they employ, to the bands 
that play shows, to what they do with 
their proceeds. For example, a Colombian 
man who attends National Community 
Church was troubled by the acres of 
cocaine grown in his native country. He 
began to convince farmers to grow coffee 
instead. He formed partnerships, started 
a nonprofit aptly named “Redeeming 
Grounds,” and helped restore the land. 
Ebenzers brews this coffee each day as 
well as other fairly traded beans from One 
Village Coffee.

Each year, the coffeehouse employs 
someone from National Community 
Church’s Protégé Program, designed to 
“cultivate care, community, and calling” in 
young leaders. 

Operating under the mantra, “Coffee 
With a Cause,” Ebenezers commits to 
giving 100 percent of its profits to the 
church’s community outreaches locally 
and abroad. These outreaches include HIV 
patients in Ethiopia, women and children 
rescued from sex trafficking in Thailand, 
and transforming an old building in DC 
into the “Dream Center,” a place of refuge 
for their city’s most marginalized. 

Both well-known bands and newcom-
ers alike play shows in the lower level of 
the coffeehouse. It has hosted National 
Community Church’s own worship band 
on multiple occasions, including their 
show this past winter with The Brilliance. 
The concert venue is another way for 
Ebenezers to introduce people to Christ 
in a relevant way.

These elements add up to a massive suc-
cess: In its first year of business, Ebenezers 
was voted the number one coffee shop 
in the DC area. And its popularity hasn’t 
dwindled, explains Heather: “What I love 
about all our spaces is that they are already 
in neighborhoods where foot traffic hap-
pens every day. We’re right in the middle of 
life, and that’s really the story of Ebenezers. 
We wanted to be a place where the com-
munity and the church could cross paths 
that was very organic. We wanted to have 
people that came to Christ, their life pro-
foundly changed because they came in for 
a cup of coffee.” 

Resourceful Magazine  |  34  |  DavidCCook.org

Worshippers,  
Not Spectators
Visit any one of the seven 
locations of National Community 
Church in Washington, DC or 
northern Virginia, and you’ll find 
a vibrant gathering of believers 
joining together in wholehearted 
worship—not only in service,  
but also in song.

What strikes Adrian Thompson, 
vice president of song and artist 
development for Integrity Music, 
is the spirit of participation: “They 
are engaged worshippers, not 
just spectators. The team led by 
Kurtis Parks has the sole aim of 
leading worshippers into deeper 
encounters with God. For us to 
be partnering with a praying, 
worshipping church based in one 
of the most influential decision-
making centers of the world is 
spiritually exciting.”

With the March 31 release of 
a new live album, You Alone, 
worshippers everywhere can 
join their hearts and voices with 
National Community Church  
in celebration 
of God’s grace 
and power  
to restore 
beauty in a 
broken world.



 When David Gungor began leading worship at Trinity Grace 
Church’s Tribeca Parish in New York City, he wanted to write 
original music for his congregation that followed the liturgical 
calendar, so he sent some ideas to John Arndt, who resides in 
Chicago. The request sparked the band’s first project. “Within 
my own church congregation, I have lots of liberty, specifically 
creatively, to dream and do things differently,” David explains. 
“I wanted to have some music to sing within my church, but 
I wanted to reframe it, so I had John write string quartet parts 
for everything.”

Now, as they release their fifth album, Brother, the two still 
live in separate cities, and there’s a continuous stream of cre-
ativity that flows across the miles. “We’re constantly showing 
each other ideas, and there’s a big thing in the edit and critique 
for us that we value a lot,” David says. “We complement each 
other well in that John is so great at producing and writing and 
focusing on music, and I am a dreamer that can dream big and 
come up with ideas in that sense. Plus, he’s an uncle to my kids, 
so it’s great.”

The Brilliance is indeed a family affair, of sorts. David’s 
wife, Kate, plays violin, sings and even contributes to song-
writing efforts. Meanwhile, John’s girlfriend, Rita, plays viola; 
and another good friend of the duo’s plays cello. Inspired by 
neoclassical music, their sound is built on piano and string 
arrangements and rarely follows traditional pop form. David 
describes their goal: “We want to make art that, in a sense, is 
commissioned by my church and is music for the church, but 
that tells a bigger story.”

While all of The Brilliance’s original songs are written from 
a larger faith perspective, not all are meant to be sung corpo-
rately; some are crafted with reflection in mind. “Oftentimes, 
worship music, in particular within the church, has been some-
thing where you tried to get people to be as loud as possible. 

‘Stand up with me; sing as loud as you can’—which is great, 
but I thought about my own life within the context of prayer 
… learning how to listen to God and not always speak,” David 
shares. “I long for moments within a larger group where we can 
be quiet together or we can lean in together.”

Other songs take on a darker tone. “A lot of times, we’re div-
ing into issues like lament and doubt and wrestling,” he adds. 
“It doesn’t have to all be happy-go-lucky music that just puts 
a smile on your face. There’s nothing wrong with that—but 
sometimes it’s good to have another voice.” For example, con-
sider the poignant “Does Your Heart Break?”—a song origi-
nally written for Lent. After recent incidents across the country 
which exposed racial tensions, David revisited the lyrics and 
revised the second verse to reflect the unsettling emotions of his 
congregation, giving them a chance to grieve during Advent.

The Brilliance hopes the stories in their songs provoke 
thought and spark the creativity of listeners, regardless of the 
diverse venues where they perform—from high masses and for-
mal church settings to seminaries, colleges, and clubs. The uni-
versal appeal of their music continues to break down barriers of 
age, ethnicity, and even religion, allowing them to share their 
faith in a thoughtful, artistic light that evokes curiosity from 
believers and nonbelievers alike. 

“For me, the reason I follow the teaching of Jesus Christ is 
because it actually brings life and truth, and it transcends cer-
tain boundaries,” David says. “We love art, and we love the idea 
of making art within the Christian narrative.” 

Savoring the Art of Song
David Gungor and John Arndt—known as liturgical band The Brilliance—craft music with the belief that 
songs are an art form to be savored, experienced, and relished.
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Sample songs by  

The Brilliance, including tracks 
from their new album, Brother, 

released by Integrity Music. 
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PLAYLIST OUR GOD REIGNS
Planetshakers

MAKE A WAY
Desperation Band

RISEN
Covenant Worship

HE’S ALIVE
Dustin Smith

5

6

7

8

VICTOR’S CROWN
Darlene Zschech

VICTORIOUS GOD
Glenn Packiam

HE IS RISEN
Paul Baloche

ALIVE AND FREE
New Life Worship

1

2

3

4

W O R S H I P

1 2

3 4

5 6

7

DavidCCook.org/Resourceful
Stream the playlist of songs—and maybe even select  
a few for upcoming church services.
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REFLECTION
In what way did God first reach you to redeem and restore your life 
in relationship with Him? How do you now see Him making a way 
to reach others in your family, community, or mission field? How are 
you praying specifically for that opportunity?

When I am lifted up from the 
earth, then all of humanity will 
be drawn to Me.”  JOHN 12:32

 God from God, Light from Light, we believe in one Jesus Christ 
breaking through the darkest of nights to save. You alone can save.1

Over seven thousand miles away from home, I sit quietly and 
reverently underneath God’s welcoming canopy of stars. Where 

there is no way, You make a way. Where no one else can reach 
us, You find us. These infectious lyrics stir my heart 

to worship as my feet touch the dirt and my eyes 
adjust to the dim glow of firelight. The half-

moon above offers a hospitable grin, as if 
to say, “Welcome, friends. You know me.  

I shine here, too.”
The Tonga people of the Binga 

Valley have welcomed me and my 
team into their remote village, 
eagerly waiting late into the night 
for our arrival. Our long jour-
ney has taken a heavy toll on 
our bodies. We are worn and 
weary but we are no less excited 
to meet our hosts and share a  
sacramental meal.

We somehow know we are on 
holy ground. We perceive we have 

been led into the Valley of Vision, 
where we “live in the depths but see 

in the heights.”2 In this sacred moment, 
one thing becomes clear: We are not 

bringing God into a neglected space. Quite 
the contrary—God is bringing us here, to 

these precious people, in order to witness and 
experience His powerfully saving presence.

The highlight of my experience in Zimbabwe was 
witnessing a hundred Batonga people hear and see the 

gospel message in their own language as a small battery- 
operated projector played The Jesus Film on the exterior 

wall of a hut. No air conditioning. No chairs. Nothing that 
would appease a crowd. But where there seems to be no way,  
God always makes a way.

Jesus, it’s always been You. Jesus, it always is You. Jesus, it always 
will be You.

Jesus, the eternal Word made flesh, said of Himself, “When I 
am lifted up from the earth, then all of humanity will be drawn 
to Me” (John 12:32, The Voice). He was speaking, of course, 
of the nature of his death. Jesus would be lifted up from the 
earth and crucified upon a cruel cross in order to redeem and 
restore all that was lost in the fall. Where there seemed to be no 
way for us to save ourselves, to experience the true joy of liv-
ing in perfect relationship with our Creator, Jesus made a way. 
His crucifixion and death may have ushered in the darkest of 
nights, but His resurrection signaled the dawning of a new day, 
a brilliant light that cannot be overcome, a life bursting forth in 
glorious victory over the power of sin and death.

One dark night in northwestern Zimbabwe, the narrative of 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection was lifted up on the side of a 
crudely built hut, translated into a language that every person 
from the Binga Valley would understand. 

Especially in this season, may we remember the great  
lengths to which God has gone to reach us. Jesus entered into  
our neglected and isolated reality to win the war for our hearts 
and bring us home. This is more than a good story. It’s the  
truth that sets prisoners free. It is the reality that binds up  
broken hearts and gives hope to the hopeless. It is true: God 
always makes a way.  
Adam Ormord is a pastor of worship and creative arts in Indiana.

1  Song lyrics excerpted from “Make A Way” by Jon Egan and Jason Ingram.  
Copyright © 2014 Integrity Worship Music & Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC, Open Hands Music. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

2  The Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers & Devotions. Edited by Arthur Bennett. 
Copyright 1975. Banner of Truth, Edinburgh. p.xxiv

The Voice Bible Copyright © 2012 Thomas Nelson, Inc. The Voice™ translation  
© 2012 Ecclesia Bible Society.

Easter’s Promise:  
God Makes a Way
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The Story Behind the Song
One woman’s miraculous healing inspires “Dance Again,” a song for the hopeless.

 For nine years, Amanda Varty lived with a promise unful-
filled by God. She knew He was going to heal her. He had 
promised her. But she waited, bed-ridden with myalgic enceph-
alomyelitis, unable to walk, sit, or even feed herself. She and her 
husband would pray fervently each night, picturing themselves 
dancing together. They expected a miracle.

In 2011, they went to Life Church in Yorkshire, England. 
And for the first time in years, Amanda lifted her hands, high 
in praise. But as soon as she left the church, all strength would 
drain from her body and she would return to her bed. For 
eight months, she persevered, going to church each week. On 
April 12, 2012, she received prayer at church and stood up 
out of her wheelchair—and walked. For several more months, 

she used a walker until one day in church when she pushed it 
out of the way and began to dance again.

The song says:
Praise Him when your heart is breaking,  
    when your strength is almost gone. 
Lift up your song and praise Him in the fire and fury,  
    in the dark night of your soul. 
Your God is in control.

As Amanda praised Him with a broken heart and no bodily 
strength, she had faith in God that He would deliver a miracle. 
And He did. 

Fill the Gap with Praise
Many songs written by Life Worship reflect personal experiences within the multi-cultural Life Church family. Amanda’s story 
is no exception: “Dance Again” became the title track of an album that expresses the heart of worshippers pressing deeper 
into God’s promises—whether at Life Church campuses in England, Northern Ireland, and Poland, or at countless other 
churches around the globe that draw inspiration from these Integrity Music artists.

“So many of us live between the promise that God gave us and the realization of that promise,” says Matt Hooper, the 
worship leader and associate pastor who penned the song. “There’s a big gap sometimes for us to live in. But what we do in 
that gap … our reasonable response ought to be praise. He never changes, He’s always faithful. And we have to approach 
the sovereign God with that mindset. When your heart is breaking, praise Him.”

DavidCCook.org/Resourceful
Watch the video:  

Amanda shares the joy  
of her miraculous story.
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Drawing the Double-
Edged Sword
When a teenage boy reaches for The Action Bible, all heaven could 
break loose.

 The first hand-written letter came with a comic-style drawing—a winged heart 
topped with a crown, set off by a sword and flames, and draped with a sash imprinted: 
BIBLE. The letter’s signature, in a distinct cursive script, showed the artistic flourish 
of its fifteen-year-old author and illustrator.

I love your artwork a lot and can do some art work myself, like the cross or trees and other 
things.… I wanted to tell you thank you for The Action Bible. It helps me learn about God 
and his Son who died for me.… The Action Bible I got is the New Testament. I would like 
the big book with the New and Old Testament. Could you send me one?

During the next several weeks, more letters arrived, showing the same return 
address from a residential treatment center in Michigan for boys and girls, ages ten 
to seventeen, referred by state agencies and courts due to substance abuse, sexual 
offenses, or other troubling behavior.

The following letter, like the rest, was addressed “Dear David Cook:” 
A couple weeks ago I decided to read the Bible but I couldn’t because I have trouble read-

ing. I didn’t know who to turn to for help, until another resident … told me to write to you 
because you would know where to lead me to the right path. I hope you don’t let me down. 
Sir, I had many people in my life let me down.… During most of my childhood I had to fight 
for a place to live. I had to fight for food. 
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I just want to tell you I need spiritual help from this person 
you guys call “GOD.” I want to believe but I need your help, sir.  
I would deeply appreciate it if you could send me an Action Bible 
so I can learn and become a true Christian.

Just as David Caleb Cook, the man, was known in 1875 for 
his passion to reach children with the gospel, so is the minis-
try that bears his name today. Along with a personal response 
to each letter, David C Cook staff arranged to send copies  
of The Action Bible and related resources. In the 
process, they learned that two pastors 
have been visiting the youth home 
and witnessing transformation 
in residents’ lives.

That’s the kind of news 
hoped and prayed for 
by those who are  
in partnership with 
The Action Bible—to 
reach kids with God’s 
Word in a vivid way 
that helps them dis-
cover what it means 
to follow Jesus and 
enhances the oppor-
tunity for the Church 
to come alongside. 
Illustrator Sergio Cariello 
sums up the significance 
of presenting the Bible as a 
comic book: “It entertains and 
shows the action, just like a regular 
comic would do, but with eternal value.”

Research shows that eighty percent or 
more of people who are believers came to faith 
between the ages of four and fourteen.  Many residents in 
juvenile treatment centers are past that age and seemingly past 
the reach of typical church ministry. And yet the teenage boys 
who wrote letters to request The Action Bible are hungry for 
God’s Word as they wrestle with their inner villains and look 
for strength to overcome them.

In addition to the Bible, music provides a powerful point 
of spiritual connection as confirmed in a letter from another 
resident in the youth home:

I’m just trying to get closer to the Lord and change my life before 
it’s too late. I grew up listening to Lecrae, a Christian rapper. He is 
the reason why I want to get closer to God.

The popularity of rap and hip-hop music among young 
people prompted Integrity Music—a part of the David C 
Cook family—to release a 2014 album called The Action 
Bible Remixed with a song list that corresponds to specific 
passages of Scripture and stories from The Action Bible. 

While the album’s worship songs are familiar 
to church-goers, the hip-hop style can 

also attract listeners not engaged  
in church to consider the mes-

sage of the lyrics. 
The church and hip-hop 
culture “share common 

ground in more ways 
than one,” writes 
Daniel White Hodge, 
who studied hip-hop 
culture as part of 
his PhD program at 
Fuller Theological 
Seminary and now 
directs the Center 

for Youth Ministry 
Studies at North Park 

University. For example, 
the ideas of suffering and 

community resonate pow-
erfully in both cultures, and 

in the gospel as well as hip-hop 
music, “Jesus is the one who could 

relate to the poor, downtrodden, and folks 
that people set aside.” 

Whether in story or in song—in action-packed graphics or 
backed by electronic beats—the Word of God is “sharper than 
any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul 
and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and atti-
tudes of the heart” (Heb. 4:12).

When a teenage boy reaches for a sword like that, all heaven 
could break loose in the hope of transformation only God 
could author. 

H E A R T  &  H O M E

I just want to tell you I need spiritual help 
from this person you guys call “GOD.”

On a given day 

68,815 
youth are held in juvenile residential 

programs in the United States

14% female  86% male

8 out of 10  
ages 14–17
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Managing Anger 
Appropriately
D. Ross Campbell, M.D.  My son David came into the 
room with a book in his hand, walked up to his mother, and 
said, “Mom, I think I’ll use this book for my book report.”

His mother looked at the book and replied, “No, David, you 
can’t use that book because it’s the same one you used last year.”

David said, “I know, but I can make another book report on 
it and won’t have to read a new book.”

“I’m sorry, David,” his mother replied, “that wouldn’t be 
right. You have to read another book.”

David became angry and answered his mother rudely. “OK, 
I’ll read it. Just help me find another book and I’ll read it. OK, 
I’ll read another book!”

My first reaction was a typical one toward a child who was 
verbally ventilating anger in an unpleasant, loud way—I felt 

the anger rise within me. My first thought was, How dare he 
talk to his mother that way! I’ll show him that he can’t get away 
with being nasty like that.

But I realized David had directed his anger at its source—
his mother. He didn’t take it out on his little brother, kick 
his dog, destroy property, attempt to hurt his mother with 
names or criticism, or use passive-aggressive behavior. He 
didn’t bring up unpleasant subjects or previous grievances. 
He simply stated that he would read another book. Who can 
improve on that? The only thing David did wrong was to 
speak loudly to his mother. Not many people, mature adults 
included, can beat that.

Now what would have happened if I had lit into David and 
punished him? I’ll tell you. Because he was on Rung 3 of the 
Anger Ladder (see next page), the next time he got angry, he 
would have been forced to use a more immature way of express-
ing his anger at a lower level on the Anger Ladder.

Then what should I do? The best thing for me to do at 
that time was to not respond. Not responding does not mean 

The Silver Lining Behind 
Anger and Conflict
There’s a silver lining behind the anger and conflict that inevitably arise in every family and marriage: 
God in His grace will use the circumstances and the relationships in our lives to sharpen us, shape us, 
and make us more and more who He wants us to be. Face the cloudy and stormy days ahead with these 
insights from Dr. Ross Campbell and pastor Matt Chandler.

The best thing for me to do at 
that time was to not respond. 
Not responding does not 
mean condoning.



condoning. By the look on my face and on his mother’s 
face, he knew we didn’t like what he was doing. By not 
responding we were telling David, “We don’t like what you 
are doing, but if you choose to do so, go ahead. It is not bad 
enough to stop, but we don’t like it.”

After we all calmed down, David went to bed. During 
our usual nighttime ritual (here’s a good example where 
nighttime rituals pay off ) and after we had prayed 
together, I said to David, “I was very proud of the way 
you handled your anger tonight. You didn’t take it out 
on your brother or the dog. You didn’t throw anything 
or sulk, or say anything wrong. You spoke directly to 
your mother without trying to hurt her with names 
or criticism. You simply said you would read another 
book. That’s great. The only thing you did wrong was 
to yell at your mother.” The effect was great. David felt 
relieved that I wasn’t angry with him but also felt very 
bad about yelling at his mother. The next day he apol-
ogized to her. 
Excerpt from How to Really Love Your Teen © 2015 D. Ross Campbell, M.D.

Fighting Fair
Matt Chandler  Before I proposed to Lauren and while 
we were still in the courtship stage, we confronted certain 
issues over and over again. Eventually it became a cause for 
concern. I fully admit there were lots of things at that time 
I did not handle well, and in fact, even today I feel pangs 
of regret (and have to preach the gospel to myself!). But at 
the time, I was moved enough by the recurring issues to go 
speak to one of my mentors, David. 

I asked him about these consistent fights that kept com-
ing up, and I told him I didn’t know what to do. I asked 
him, “Should I marry a woman whom I still get in fights 
with? Shouldn’t we be beyond this? We’re not even married 
yet, and already we’re fighting.” 

I’ll never forget what David said to me. “Brother, you are 
going to fight with someone for the rest of your life. Do you 
want it to be Lauren?”

He was telling me that when you get married, conflict isn’t 
going anywhere. I mean, I sort of knew that, but I guess I 
thought it should be easier if you’ve found the right woman. 
That’s exactly where David pressed. “Matt, is Lauren the 
one you want to fight with for the rest of your life? Whoever 

POSITIVE

POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE

PRIMARILY NEGATIVE

NEGATIVE

The Anger Ladder
Handling anger appropriately and maturely is one of 
the most difficult lessons in becoming a mature person. 
The Anger Ladder illustrates the different steps or levels 
of maturity in expressing anger, not suppressing it. 

1 Pleasant behavior

2 Seeking resolution

3 Focusing anger on source only

4 Holding to the primary complaint

5 Thinking logically and constructively

6 Unpleasant and loud behavior

7 Cursing

8 Displacing anger to sources other than the original

9 Expressing unrelated complaints

10 Throwing objects

11 Destroying property

12 Verbal abuse

13 Emotionally destructive behavior

14 Physical abuse

15 Passive-aggressive behavior



you marry, you’re going to fight with. If 
it’s not Lauren, it will be somebody else.”

I could have taken his counsel as some-
what discouraging, to be sure. But I found 
it both encouraging and refreshing. The 
truth is that none of us have “arrived.” 
And this side of heaven, none of us ever 
will. We all are being sanctified, and we 
will always be in the process of sanctifi-
cation until the Lord returns and we are 
caught up into glory. Until then, we may 
have areas of victory in our lives, places we 
make improvements and learn to be bet-
ter at repenting, but the flesh will always 
be there. We will always be somewhat 
broken, and we will never be perfect.

We need to remember every day that 
we are sinners, and to be a sinner means 
to be essentially self-centered, and to be 
essentially self-centered means we are 
destined for conflict in our relationships.

Since the Spirit’s process of sanctifi-
cation is progressive, we will never be 
where we should be, but God in his 
grace will use the circumstances and the 
relationships in our lives to sharpen us, 
shape us, and make us more and more 
who he wants us to be.

One of my favorite books on marriage 
is by Gary Thomas. The title is Sacred 

Marriage, and the tagline for the book 
is this: “What if God designed marriage 
to make us holy more than to make us 
happy?” I literally bought the book because 
of that tagline. It is so gutsy. Some people 
might look at that subtitle and think, So 
it’s supposed to make me holy but miserable? 
Those people probably aren’t thinking, All 
right, let’s give it a shot. An author would 
probably sell more marriage books if he 
promised absolute happiness to readers. 
But I bought the book because I loved the 
honesty and authenticity of it. It’s a great 
book because it does not shy away from 
the real purpose of marriage, which is to 
glorify God, and it’s completely truthful 
about the way God designed marriage to 
give him glory. An integral part of mar-
riage’s design is the sanctifying work that 
takes place between two sinners in close 
proximity, learning to love each other.

The bottom line is this: conflict is 
going to be a part of your relationship. 
It’s going to be a part of even the health-
iest, most romantic, most passionate 
relationships. In fact, I have found that 
the more passion you possess in loving 
oftentimes translates to more passion 
in fighting. Passionate personality types 
tend to do both pretty well.

One of my best friends has an extremely 
passionate personality, very gregarious, 
very excitable. And he married a woman 
who is very similar in that regard. I 
remember when they started dating, I was 
thinking, Oh my gosh. What happens if they 
have children? And sure enough, true to 
form, after over a decade of marriage, and 
several kids later, they still love really well 
and they still fight pretty often.

Maybe you’ll find it oddly comforting 
to know that conflict is a natural part of 
being married. It doesn’t mean conflict is 
always great. It doesn’t mean that a con-
flict-filled marriage is a good thing that 
doesn’t need a lot of work. Just because 
two Christians love Jesus and love each 
other doesn’t mean all of life is going to 
be smooth sailing.

Even redeemed sinners who love each 
other obey God’s Word imperfectly. This 
is one of the things that makes God’s 
grace so amazing—his long-suffering 
patience with us. 
Excerpt from The Mingling of Souls: God’s Design for Love,  
Marriage, Sex & Redemption © 2015 Matt Chandler
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The more passion you possess in loving 
oftentimes translates to more passion in fighting.

In the United States, dads have an 
average of 3 more hours of leisure time 
every week than moms.
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with Mark & Jan Foreman
The parents of Switchfoot brothers Jon and Tim Foreman share lessons learned through the 
experience of raising kids with a big-picture view of God and the world.
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In their lives as musicians, 
it seems like your sons are 
constantly reaching out to 
serve others. What were some 
practical things you did to 
foster an “others-focused” 
mentality in them?
Jan: Our home was very open, and we 
had a lot of relationships that modeled 
a caring, giving community. So I think 
it was something they picked up. 
Because we were pastoring a church, 
we were automatically in the thick of 
serving others. I admire families who 
regularly look for ways to serve and 
who encourage their kids to love on 
people who have different needs.

Mark: A great error among families 
today is that we raise our kids 
somewhat selfishly, with everything they 
want, and then we expect at the age 
of twenty-eight for them to turn into 
completely giving adults. It just doesn’t 
happen that way. They catch the 
importance of giving at a very early age.

There’s a story in our book about 
when we took leadership of a church 
that was way in debt, and the first 

thing we wanted to do was pay off the 
debt. Our kids wanted to help, and 
they found some elevator parts hidden 
in the back of our yard. I tried to tell 
them the parts weren’t valuable, but 
they said, “You just don’t know, Dad.” 
So the boys cleaned the parts, put 
them up for sale in front of our house, 
and people from the church stopped 
by and bought them. Afterwards the 
boys said, “See, Dad!” They were 
three and five years old then.

Did you have any anxiety 
about raising pastor’s kids 
and the stereotypes that come 
with that?
Jan: I was raised in a strict church as 
the choir director’s kid. So I had an 
allergy to any kind of expectation that 
was religious or anything other than 
being a normal kid. But on the positive 
side, being in a great community of 
people, I think our kids had so many 
wonderful examples around them.

Mark: With other pastors’ kids we 
knew, there were two things that may 
have been broken. One was that the 

kids didn’t get enough time with mom 
and dad, so they were starved for 
attention. And the other was being 
so-called “church brats” who were 
over-privileged, doing whatever they 
wanted, and seeing hypocrisy in the 
home. So we were careful about those 
two things. 

We also made church fun and let the 
kids be themselves. For example, Tim 
wanted to wear his soccer uniform 
and cleats to church, and we let him. 
We never let anyone say things like, 
“We’re expecting big things from you 
because you’re the pastor’s son.” 

How did you encourage your 
kids to be themselves?
Jan: I really believe kids tell you who 
they are at an early age. It’s a natural 
thing to pay attention to those clues 
and give them opportunities to thrive 
in those areas. Tim really loved stories 
and writing, and he was always 
dressing up in costumes. We took him 
to plays, and then he acted in a lot of 
plays in school. That was really out of 
the element for either one of us.
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Jon made the high school soccer 
team, but then decided he would 
rather switch to surfing and have 
more free time. That was a bit tough. 
We were thinking, “Well, there’s 
no scholarship attached to that in 
college.” But you follow their passions 
and build relationships. 

Mark: Something that surprised 
me—and I wasn’t quite sure how 
to respond—was when Jon started 
writing music that was accessible 
to both believers and unbelievers. I 
purposefully did not try to corral him or 
take him in any direction. I let him run 
with the way he was creating. I don’t 
know how you can bend that. You just 
have to deal with it and let it go. 

Are either of you musical?
Jan: Laughing … Yeah, but not on 
their level at all. We were both music 
majors in college.

Mark: Jan was trained playing the 
pipe organ, and I used to play the 
keyboard in bands in high school and 
college. We both play guitar as well.

So your children’s musical 
talent was not out of the blue 
for you then?
Mark: It was and it wasn’t. We gave 
them piano lessons. Jon played the 
trumpet. Tim played the saxophone. 
But when they hit junior high and 
wanted to start their Led Zeppelin 
band, I taught them “Stairway to 
Heaven” and they were off to the races. 

In your book, you write: “If we 
enter our child’s world, they’re 
more likely to buy into ours.” 
How did you enter their world?
Jan: The biggest way has always 
been surfing. The beach is our go-to 
place. It’s important for families to find 
something that everybody enjoys—
even taking cues form the kids and 
what they enjoy, it’s amazing what you 
can learn to love just as much.

Mark: When they transitioned into 
rock and roll, they chose Led Zeppelin 
as the band they were going to cover. 
I had played a lot of Led Zeppelin 
in bands when I was in high school 
and college, and those are not good 
memories for me in terms of what I did 
and how I lived. 

So I didn’t know whether or not to put 
my foot down and say: “No, you’re 
not playing that music. Those are bad 
lyrics.” Thankfully, I chose to lean into 
their interest instead. I said: “Okay, 
we’re going to do this together. We’re 
going to study the lyrics together and 
learn what this is all about.” So we 
took a tool that was the world’s tool 
and we made it God’s tool. And it 
bonded us. After that, they began to 
use their own filter for what they would 
play or not play. 

As Switchfoot’s music became 
more popular and your sons 
were in the spotlight more, what 
was going through your minds?
Jan: For me, knowing who they are 
off-stage is probably what I’m most 
proud of. I recognize the opportunity 
they’ve been handed, but I don’t 
separate that. I see the whole picture. 

Mark: I’m thrilled with the platform 
they have because I think they use 
it well for the kingdom. They are so 
generous to every audience, which 
speaks loudly of the character of 
Christ. I’m glad they don’t believe 
the press when it’s good or bad. I 
remember when they recorded their 
first album, Jon said, “The world 
doesn’t need another rock star.” And I 
think they still believe that. 

What have your children 
taught you?
Jan: They have taught me everything. 
They have taught me to be authentic 
in my relationships with them and 
other people. They have taught me 
to take risks that I never would have 
taken otherwise. I think we all push 
each other to keep learning and stay 
curious. I’m constantly inspired by 
how they treat others well.  

Mark: They both have done an 
amazing job of parenting. They and 
their wives are amazing parents to 
watch, so they continue to teach 
me in that regard. They also teach 
me how to surf better! And we have 
some wonderful conversations about 
philosophy and science and the 
bigness of life and wonder. They’re 
both wide-eyed-wonder kids. Every 
part of life is God’s world, and there 
isn’t any secular or sacred division. I 
love the fact that they want to know 
about everything in life. 

The Foremans’ book, Never Say No: Raising Big Picture Kids, 
releases in May 2015.

Every part of life is God’s world, and there isn’t any 
secular or sacred division.
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Becoming the young woman  
   God created you to be.

Go ahead and be smart. 
Be strong. Be kind. 

Be glorious. Be courageous. Be YOU.  
Care for your heart. Care for your body. 
Allow yourself to dream. Ask questions.  

Break barriers. 
Pursue truth. Pursue Jesus.
Excerpt from Free to Be Me: Becoming the Young Woman God Created You to Be © 2014 Stasi Eldredge
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 My cousin let my mom borrow Crazy 
Love when I was in eighth grade, and 
then after my mom was done reading it, 
I read it. I didn’t really know that much 
about it, but when I finally read it for 
myself, I was like, “Wow, this is huge.” I 
read it multiple times actually. 

The biggest thing that Crazy Love 
did for me was totally change my view 
of God. I’ve grown up in church so I 
always had a second-hand faith. I never 
really took it as my own. I knew about 
God, and I knew the rules we were 
supposed to follow but I didn’t really 
understand why. I didn’t see them as 
God’s way of protecting us just because 
He loves us. 

Crazy Love gave me a personal rela-
tionship with God—not a rule-following 
religion, but a real relationship. It made 
me realize the kind of radical life that 
comes with being a Christian. It’s com-
pletely being overtaken by God’s love 
for you and letting that guide and direct 
you, letting that be the reason you decide 
to follow the faith.

A VISION
When I was in middle school—I know 
it sounds cheesy—but I had this dream 
that I would transform my high school 
but I didn’t know how to do it. After I 
read Crazy Love, I thought “Hey—this 
gives people the foundation of who God 
is and what being a Christian is all about 
… and it’s not just a you-have-to-go-to-
church thing.” 

Since I can’t build a relationship with 
everyone, this book is a way that I can 
give them some kind of material to 
access Jesus. They might not even read it, 
but I have to leave it in God’s hands and 
pray that He is going to use it.

PLANS IN PLACE
I used a little of my Christmas money 
and bought copies of the book for my 
basketball team. Since then, they have 
been asking me questions, and two of my 
teammates have been going to church. It’s 
a gradual process, and I’m not expecting 
immediate results. Even a few years down 
the road, if they pick up the book—that 
can be the big change in their life. 

There are two hundred kids in my high 
school. I’ve thought about giving out the 
book grade by grade if that’s all I can 
afford, but I think it would be terrific to 
give books to everyone at once. It would 
create a sort of energy in the school. I’m 
trying to come up with creative ways to 
raise funds. I have way too many clothes 
and shoes so I want to have a yard sale 
to get money that way. I’ve also thought 
about doing odd jobs in town and maybe 
even doing a fundraiser. I’ll have to get 
creative for sure.

I think a lot of teenagers are very hun-
gry for Jesus’ love. They look for it in 
other things: popularity, sports, academ-
ics, whatever they try to fill that void  
with. I want them to know that Jesus’ love 
is the only thing that will ever fill their 
heart completely.  
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Emma Lander has a bold goal: to buy every teenager in her high 
school a copy of Francis Chan’s Crazy Love, a book that radically 
changed her life.

Crazy Love gave me a personal relationship with God—
not a rule-following religion, but a real relationship.



Convictions require courage. They make us uncomfortable when they move us against the grain 
of societal norms. But they exist for that reason—to set believers apart in a world that desperately 
needs to see God’s perfect love and redemptive mission in action. Convictions require a choice too. 
Beyond merely naming them, we can only fulfill them when we make everyday choices to trust 
and obey God’s Word.

Developing the courage to live out your convictions through everyday choices.
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The Drop Box 
BRIAN IVIE
Sometimes watching someone else live out 
their true convictions is enough to spur us to 
find our own—as in this spiritual memoir from 
the filmmaker who captured the story of a 
Korean pastor’s effort to save  
abandoned babies. 

Getting Ready for Marriage
JIM BURNS AND DOUG FIELDS
Marriage is a complicated human relationship 
and often the most important one. It can be 
overwhelming, joyful, difficult, and deeply 
satisfying. Preparing for your marriage is the 
best gift you can give to your spouse.

Tongue Pierced: How the Words 
You Speak Transform the Life 
You Live
NELSON SEARCY
The moment between forming a thought and 
speaking it is unbelievably significant. The 
words we choose to speak can transform our 
lives and the community around us. Learning 
to choose wisely is one of life’s greatest gifts.

Praying for Your Elephant: 
Boldly Approaching Jesus with 
Radical and Audacious Prayer
ADAM STADTMILLER
We all have elephants—issues in our lives and 
worlds that seem like mountains to climb. But 
through prayer and petition, we can begin to 
overcome them.

Becoming a Spiritually  
Healthy Family
MICHELLE ANTHONY
The world can be a loud place, vying for our 
attention and time. It’s easy for parents to be 
distracted by this noise, but there are many 
practical ways to keep Jesus at the center of 
your family.

The Best Is Yet to Be:  
Moving Mountains in Midlife
BRUCE PEPPIN
Halfway through life, we can begin to question 
God and His promises to us. But midlife marks 
the beginning of our greatest years, a time 
when we choose to invest in our time in the 
things and people we love, creating a legacy 
of God’s promises fulfilled in our lives.

The Mingling of Souls:  
God’s Design for Love, Marriage, 
Sex, and Redemption
MATT CHANDLER
In our culture, the foundations of attraction, 
love, marriage, and sex are rapidly eroding. 
Married or single, we all need an eternal, 
counter-intuitive perspective from the biblical 
book Song of Solomon.
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DiscipleShaping
Taking God at His Word.

 At twenty-four years old, I was in the midst of a major spiritual battle and needing 
to make major life decisions about getting married, buying a home, and choosing a 
career—and I could not get clarity on what to do. Even though I had grown up in 
church and graduated from a Christian college, I was still lacking the wisdom I needed 
—the very wisdom God promises. I wanted to take God at His Word and do what 
He said, and eventually it became clear that I really didn’t yet know God’s Word well 
enough. The spiritual battle was heating to a boiling point. 

Thankfully—through a friend of a friend of a friend—a man named Hugh Johnson 
called me. He began to ask a few questions about the spiritual forces that were at war 
within me, and he shared some insights. I remember thinking to myself, Wow, finally 
someone who understands what I’m experiencing. I was hungry for the wisdom I heard in 
Hugh’s voice and eager to discover how he had found all this in God’s Word.

As I reflect on that conversation so many years ago, I can see that Hugh was a cham-
pion for what I’ve come to call DiscipleShaping: the lifelong learning process of liv-
ing the full life God intends for each of us. Hugh’s approach demonstrated a simple 
but powerful combination of developing relationships and utilizing resources to produce 
lasting spiritual transformation. The relationship and resource build on each other to 
accomplish more than either one could alone.
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FEEDING  
SPIRITUAL HUNGER
Hugh had made it his mission to help 
other people work through their own 
spiritual messes—to lead them to a place 
where God was trying to get them, and 
the Enemy was trying to keep them 
from. He began by inviting me to lunch. 
As we met together, we worked through 
a series of Bible study books that dug 
deep into all the major sections of God’s 
Word: the Pentateuch, the prophets, the 
gospels, the letters of Paul—everything. 
We ended up meeting every Friday for 
over twenty months. 

In between our meetings, I was read-
ing commentaries on the Old and New 
Testaments. You might be thinking: Who 
does that?! But it wasn’t because Hugh 
told me to; rather the Spirit of God 
had created a hunger to know what the 
Word of God says and to understand 
how it speaks to the longings and chal-
lenges we all have in life. As a mentor, 
Hugh took notice of my spiritual hunger 
and encouraged me to keep learning to  
feed myself. 

This points to an important insight 
for the DiscipleShaping process, espe-
cially as I now invest in others the way 

Hugh invested in me. When someone is 
curious, pressing for answers, and eager 
for the next time to get together, then 
you know something is stirring in their 
soul. The Holy Spirit is at work so stick  
with it.

DIGGING DEEP
As Hugh and I would read and discuss 
Scripture, God used the combination 
of our relationship and a Bible study 
resource to help me dig deep into His 
Word and reach new levels of under-
standing. The process began renewing 
my mind. Our Bible study of James in 
particular hit me like a ton of bricks. 
This book has so much to say about 
being formed in the likeness of Christ—
how we deal with trials and temptations, 
handle anger, tame the tongue, and  
seek wisdom.

These days a number of people ask to 
meet with me because something is trou-
bling them. The “because” is often some 
kind of 911 emergency, so first thing  
I do is take them to the book of James. I 
invite them to consider what God’s Word 
says and then I ask: Are you listening?  
Do you know what it says? Are you ready 
and willing to do what it says?

A spiritual practice called Lectio 
Divina (Latin for “divine reading”) fos-
ters both listening and doing. You might 
try it with James 1:19–20. Start by read-
ing the passage out loud several times 
and paying attention to words or phrases 
that jump out at you. Then spend time 
in listening prayer to hear God’s voice 
through those words. Lastly, in a time 
of reflective journaling, write down what 
God is saying to you and let it lead you 
to a course of action.

For me, James 1:25 sums it up: “But 
whoever looks intently into the perfect 
law that gives freedom, and continues in 
it—not forgetting what they have heard, 
but doing it—they will be blessed in what 
they do.” At the end of the day, if you’re 
continually looking into the Word of 
God and living accordingly, you will be 
blessed in what you do. At twenty-four, 
I took that last phrase as a promise and I 
stood on it. And I’ve been standing on the 
DiscipleShaping process ever since. 

Resource
As you engage in the DiscipleShaping process with 
others, the BE Series by Warren W. Wiersbe offers a 
great selection of Bible study resources. The series 
includes Be Mature: Growing Up in Christ, both as a 
commentary and a companion study guide for the book 
of James. You can lean into the insights and questions 
provided by Dr. Wiersbe, a trusted pastor and seasoned 
Bible teacher whose writing style is easy to understand 
and explore in discussion.

But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, 
and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard,  
but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. JAMES 1:25

Cris H. Doornbos  
is the CEO of David C Cook.

Relationship
Pray that God would open your eyes to see someone 
around you who is searching for wisdom—perhaps in 
your family, school, church, or neighborhood. As God 
leads you, take a step of faith and obedience to engage 
in a deeper relationship. Maybe you’ll start with lunch, 
whether you go for a quick burger or take a brown-bag 
lunch to the park. Look for signs of spiritual hunger, 
and be open to investing in the life-on-life ministry of a 
DiscipleShaping relationship. 
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L E A D E R S H I P

Jeff Shinabarger  My friend noticed a hole in the street in 
front of his house. He was waiting on the city to patch the 
street, but in the meantime, there was this hole about four feet 
in diameter. One day, my friend and I looked down into the 
hole to discover a bewildering array of pipes. 

Bob Goff taught me that there are many “pipes” of people 
under my skin, but there is one pipe that supersedes and is 
larger than all the others: family. When we lose focus on which 
pipe ought to receive the greatest priority, everything falls out of 
place. As a husband and father, I make decisions every day that 
affect my wife and two children. My personal choices of char-
acter, priorities, and calling directly affect my family’s future. I 
make numerous choices every day that determine who is most 
important in my life. The greatest tensions in my life seem to 
consistently fall in the space between my family and my work. 

Here is my disclaimer: I love to remember the moments 
when I have succeeded in prioritizing my family; unfortunately, 

it feels like I have more memories of my failures. I am still 
a young dad and will continue to make positive and negative 
choices that will shape their lives. On a daily basis, my selfish-
ness or ignorance makes choices that negatively shape my fam-
ily, but I also daily make strong choices that match my heart 
and my actions. I want to prioritize my family more every day. 

One way I can ensure that I will make more decisions in line 
with my desires is to stop and create a set of values that help me 
make decisions. Holding a decision up next to an overarching 
series of decision-making premises often simplifies choices. The 
priorities and values you and your family have will be different 
from those of even your closest friends. What’s important is 
to find your values. Here are a few values my wife Andre and 
I have agreed upon as a framework for how we make family 
decisions. Even if you don’t currently have a family, they will 
give you a glimpse of what a set of values might look like in 
your life.

Finding Work/Life Balance as a Leader
How to succeed without sacrificing those you love most.

We will choose to raise children  
who are world changers.
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COMMUNICATE AND  
ADJUST EXPECTATIONS 
The moment comes in the lives of most husbands, fairly early 
on in marriage, when they realize they have not married their 
moms. While this may seem obvious for some of you, the rest 
of us may be a little slower. The only marriage most of us have 
seen up close and personal is our parents’. Without realizing it, 
we use this to form nearly unconscious expectations of what 
roles and responsibilities a wife or husband ought to perform. 
Couple that with the romantic notion of two people “made” 
for each other, and the expectations grow to epic proportions.

Best marriage advice: Prepare to adjust your expectations. 
Your wife will not do the same things your mom did. She is 
a completely different person with a whole new and wonder-
ful set of strengths and abilities. And the fact of the 
matter is that marriage is two imperfect people 
coming together. One of the false ideas of 
the “made” for each other premise is that 
somehow our individual strengths will 
complete one another, magically form-
ing one perfect marriage. I do believe 
Andre has made me a greater person, 
and I think she would say the same 
about me, but it has not come easily. 
Two imperfect people coming together 
do not make things more perfect; they 
make things more complicated. Our indi-
vidual imperfections become amplified and 
cause countless moments of tension. 

I believe one of the primary problems in marriage is 
uncommunicated and/or unmet expectations. We expect our 
partners to make decisions that will benefit us. We are forever 
disappointed when (gasp!) they are as selfish as we are. We 
expect that something that happened without discussion in our 
growing-up families will automatically happen in our new fam-
ilies. We are horrified when our partners don’t seem to know 
the drill. We expect that our partners will anticipate our needs 
and desires at the end of a long workday. We are disillusioned 
when they choose to meet their own needs in their own way at 
the end of their equally long workday. 

The only way to tackle this problem is to communicate 
expectations and adjust them. It is not enough simply to com-
municate an expectation and assume that the other person will 
naturally live up to it. Expectations often need to be thrown 

out, or at the very least they need to be adjusted to take into 
account individual abilities, needs, desires, and preferences. 
This is the work of two imperfect people choosing to make a 
new life together.

IF I CHANGE THE WORLD  
AND LOSE MY FAMILY, I FAIL 
Over the last two years, I have worked with over eighty social 
enterprises in the Atlanta area, advising on business planning 
and sustainability. These people are giving their lives to helping 
others. The number one tension I hear from these leaders has 
nothing to do with the strategy, finances, passion, or teamwork 
within the organization. The number one tension is balancing 
work and life. Once you commit to doing something that has 

not been done before, it is easy to give all your time, 
money, and energy to that project. This leads to 

a sacrifice greater than anticipated. Often it 
is your family and close friends who get 

left behind. Working harder and longer 
starts to consume entrepreneurs, occu-
pying the mental top shelf at all times. 

As I have thought about this work/
life issue, I have had a difficult time 
finding a historical example of a per-

son who succeeded both in changing 
the world and in raising a family. This 

lack of balanced heroes has caused me to 
think long and hard about whether it is possi-

ble both to make a huge societal difference in my 
lifetime and to be a dedicated and involved parent and 

partner. I still don’t have an answer to that question. 
My wife and I have determined together that if we have to 

make a choice, we will choose to raise children who are world 
changers. We will not sacrifice our family for anything else. We 
know it is a commitment that must be made at the front end 
because the needs and excitement all around us will constantly 
force us in another direction. 

One indication that you may be choosing work above family 
is if every conversation with every group of people (including 
your partner) centers on what you are doing and how you are 
achieving it. If this happens, be concerned. You have lost touch 
with the needs of others and are starting to find fulfillment 
in your own self-interest. Don’t lose the pulse of the people 
who matter most to you, or they will be gone. If your family 

Denmark is the top country ranked for work/life balance, according 
to international research on well-being and living conditions.

Canada, United Kingdom, and United States rank at 10, 14 and 16 
respectively.

FAST FACT 
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is important to you, make time for them, prioritize them. You 
may not realize it, but they are the people who usually give you 
energy to keep going, and you need them. Make a conscious 
decision to make others more important than your project. 
Don’t get married to your solution. Instead, stay committed to 
your partner.

 BUSY SEASONS END ONLY BY CHOICE 
There is always more work to be done. Don’t just read that and 
move on. Stop and think about the truth of it for a minute. In 
any worthwhile endeavor, there is always more work than any 
one person can ever accomplish in a finite amount of time. I 
used to think that the more hours I worked, the more successful 
I would become. The problem lies in determining how many 
hours are enough. It starts with just a few hours, then just a few 
more hours, and then a whole lot of hours. Don’t think that if 
you just work a few additional hours it will change the trajec-
tory of your work. It won’t. Work hard while you are at work, 
and then go home and be home. 

One thing that helps my family is to look forward three to 
six months and plan a stopping time. Since much of my work is 
project or event driven, this works well for us. When I know an 
event is coming up that will take a lot of my time and energy, 
we plan a vacation or time away immediately after. We reg-
ularly do this. It keeps our spirits up, knowing a break and 
significant family time is coming. A plan also assures my family 
that I am planning for them. They are just as important as my 
events, and they get their share of me too. 

If you don’t take scheduled time away with those you love, 
busy seasons will run into busy seasons, and you will just be 
living a busy life. Demands on decision makers are infinite, but 
your time is finite. Plan to stop.

FEAR IS NOT AN OPTION 
We love adventure. We want to be people of courage who raise 
children of courage. We want our children to understand the 
world is broken and God has called us to restore this place, 
relying on Him who is greater than us for their safety and secu-
rity. Fear creates limits. Fear limits opportunities by stopping 
us before we even start. Fears are usually rooted in things like 
money, control, and limitations. 

It’s easy to get in a rut of making decisions based on stay-
ing safe or comfortable. I am always surprised by how many 
families we meet who have chosen safety as their number one 

priority in raising children. Instead of living intentionally, fam-
ilies choose schools, neighborhoods, and playgrounds based on 
which option will have the greatest safety. It’s also easy as a 
family to build a life around financial dependency rather than 
on goals you truly want to achieve. Many of us become tied 
to choices based on those financial fears, which then drive all 
other decisions. Dreams are rooted in courage and have the 
potential of adventure, possibility, and life. Dreams can be 
scary, but they also make life interesting and fun. Andre and I 
have chosen to say yes to courage and no to fears. Fear will not 
make decisions for our family.

COMMUNITY COMPLETES US 
Over the years, Andre and I have had amazing communities of 
people surrounding us. When we are not intimately connected 
to a community, we struggle deeply. A funny thing we have 
noticed, though, is that we all think that when times are tough 
we need to step back and focus on ourselves. Andre and I don’t 
believe this is true. The only way to make it through tough 
times is with others. We need each other to see our problems, 
walk through our tensions, and contribute to the solutions. 

Andre and I have seen this in community numerous times. 
When couples start retreating from our community, we know 
they are having relationship problems. We have had these same 
temptations. We feel that when we are having difficulties we 
need to limit the time we spend with others and refocus on 
ourselves. Most often the opposite is true. Those closest to you 
often have the insight to see what the two of you cannot. When 
you take away these loving and wise voices, you can miss what 
you most need to hear. 

The reverse is true as well. If you see people you care about 
retreating, engage them. They need you. They need your care, 
your listening ear, and your perspective to help them through 
whatever has them stuck. We were made for each other. Don’t 
abandon that gift when you or someone else most needs it.  
Excerpt from Yes or No: How Your Everyday Decisions Will Forever Shape Your Life  
© 2014 Jeff Shinabarger 

DavidCCook.org/Resourceful
As you consider when to say ‘yes’ or  
‘no’ to keep work and life in balance,  
find out your decision-making style  
by taking a free assessment online.
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Demands on decision makers are infinite,  
but your time is finite. Plan to stop.



1

BE CLEAR WHY THE FUTURE 
WILL BE BETTER.
One of the most important aspects of leadership is casting a 
clear and compelling vision for the future. Every leader should 
know where he/she is taking their team, how they will get there, 
and why it will be better than the current reality. If the leader 
is fuzzy or unclear why a change is being made, the team they 
lead will only be confused and disillusioned. Before you plan 
your next big ministry move, be sure you can clearly say why. 
The more effective you are with vision clarity, the easier the rest 
of the transition will be.

3

VIEW CHANGE AS A TRANSITION.
Give your people the necessary time to adjust to changes so they 
don’t feel too sudden or abrupt.  None of us like the feeling of 
being excluded from a change process only to experience it before 
hearing about it. Use time as an ally that allows your team to let go 
of an old model and begin to experience the new in a healthy way.

Realize that making changes in ministry is what leaders are required 
to do. The mark of a great leader is helping their people move 
through change with unity and confidence. Leaders, keep this in 
mind too. Change is often very hard, but the reality of waking up one 
day to an irrelevant ministry is even harder. Think about that.

2

COMMUNICATE CHANGE IN DIFFERENT WAYS 
FOR A VARIETY OF PEOPLE.
Some of your people will be on board with a change just  
because you stated it verbally. Others may want to see a transition 
plan and timeline, depending on the complexity involved. Others 
may need to meet with you face-to-face, while others on your 
team just need an e-mail or phone call from you. Understanding 
the differences in people and what they need will help your team 
through difficult seasons of changes.

4

REALIZE THAT PEOPLE ACCEPT 
CHANGE IDEAS AT DIFFERENT PACES.
Some of the people on your team will accept your ideas right away, 
while others will need more time to process the implications. A few 
of the people you lead won’t want to make any changes at all and 
are content with the present model or practice. Expect this contrast 
when you speak about any change worth making. The job of the 
leader then becomes meeting with each person, at their pace, and 
helping them process their concerns or questions. Great leaders 
make themselves available to walk people through transitions. 

Gary Webb, TruMinistry.com

 Chances are high that if you are an ambitious leader who follows the promptings of the Holy Spirit, you create change in your 
ministry on a fairly regular basis. True leaders are rarely content with ministry practices, and are seemingly always looking for 
ways to improve outcomes. Great leaders are constantly scanning the ministry landscape looking for evidence that their efforts are 
producing good fruit. If they don’t see spiritual fruit, or enough of it, changes are imminent.

One of the many challenges leaders face is to help people they lead navigate through changes. Few of us really like change, and 
the more comfortable we are with current practices and outcomes the harder it is to change. Every leader will face difficulties cre-
ating momentum for change and getting everyone on board with the process. It’s a part of leadership that goes with the territory. 
Not easy, but necessary.

As you lead people through the hard seasons of change, keeping these few principles in mind may help reduce team stress and 
make the process less traumatic.

Four Ways to Help  
People Process Change
Casting a clear vision and building momentum around positive change.
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Tools To Help Every Child Engage
Ideas to capture even the most fidgety kids’ hearts and minds.

  A few weeks ago I was sharing a Bible story when I noticed a child being particularly disruptive to the other children. Instead of 
ignoring it or asking another leader to come alongside this child, I addressed the issue from the stage. Not cool, and not something 
I recommend any storyteller to do. 

Afterwards, one of the leaders in our children’s ministry approached me and told me that there was a better way of dealing with 
the issue, and I fully agreed. She continued to let me know that her opinion was that this was not a discipline issue but it was 
a special needs issue. Sure enough, she hit the nail on the head, and thus began a complete revamp of everything we do in our 
children’s ministry.
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No matter how entertaining or dra-
matic you are while sharing the Bible 
story, you might notice some children 
fidgeting and possibly being disruptive. 
Here’s some diagnostic questions we’ve 
used to help us assess and respond to  
our kids:

• Is it hard to sit still?
•  Does your body have a mind of  

its own?
•  Do you feel the need to keep your 

hands busy?

You might get a wide-eyed child saying 
“yes” to each of those questions. If that 
is the case, it is important to know that 
there are tools and ideas that will improve 
the child’s experience on Sundays.

The same leader who approached me 
after service got to work on equipping 
the ministry with tools and ideas that 
will help these children. She put together 
“Fidget Fixer” kits that we could make 
available to children who have special 
needs. These “Fidget Fixer” kits had 

random items such as squeeze balls, 
brushes, Lego men, sponges, pipe clean-
ers with beads, and more.

You see, this leader knew exactly what 
to place in these kits because she is a 
mother of a child with special needs. So 
when our leaders notice a child exhibit-
ing signs of uncontrollable or repetitive, 
disruptive behavior, we invite the chil-
dren to take an item from the “Fidget 
Fixer” kit. Instead of disciplining or iso-
lating a child, we provide tools that help 
engage the child in the service. When a 
child has these items we share these rules:

• The item stays on our laps.
• We do not throw these items.
•  We practice small movements with 

the item.
• There is no trading.
•  If you do not need the item any-

more, place it next to you.

It is important to understand that these 
children are not choosing to interrupt 
the class. It is out of their control. Their 

minds are overloaded with conflicting 
signals coming in all different directions 
to the point that these children cannot 
make sense of anything. They are looking 
for help with their issues but they don’t 
know how to ask. In order to identify 
these children we, as leaders and pas-
tors, must pay attention and not assume 
everything is a behavior issue.

Now to follow up with the child that 
I dealt with from the stage. After my 
leader identified the child as having a 
learning disability, she gave him a small 
Lego man to take apart and put together 
again. Through this repetitive action, his 
hands remained busy and for the remain-
der of the service, he listened to the  
Bible story.

As children’s and family ministry lead-
ers, it’s our job to equip kids with the 
tools they need to engage in the best way 
possible. What tools are you using? 
Trevor Lee, TruMinistry.com

Planting Spiritual Seeds
In this season of planting, consider the following ideas as seeds that can  
be scattered and shared with families and volunteers in your ministry. 

A FAMILY-FRIENDLY EASTER CRAFT
Although Easter traditions like egg hunts and chocolate bunnies aren’t 
necessarily “bad,” it’s most important to remember Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection—the foundations of our faith. This month, capture 
the season by making crosses to help keep your focus on the sacrifice 
Jesus made. Remind your children that Jesus didn’t stay on that cross. 
He rose again and lives today! 

Complete instructions can be found in the April issue of HomeFront:  
A Spiritual Parenting Resource, available as a free online digital 
magazine or as a print subscription at HomeFrontMag.com. 

A STORY OF REDEMPTION AND FRIENDSHIP
The third book in a series, the 2015 release of Cottonmouth and the End by C. S. Fritz engages 
young readers as ten-year-old Freddie’s new best friend—a beast named Tug—gave his life for him. 
Freddie finds himself alone again. Until Tug came back to life and gave him three gifts: a string, a 
book, and a hummingbird named Yellowthroat. Thus begins a new adventure as Freddie discovers 
how these gifts work together.
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Instead of disciplining or isolating a child we provide 
tools that help engage the child in the service.

DISCIPLR: MAKING 
CURRICULUM SIMPLR
Curriculum plays a central role in the 
church, but it requires a lot of time: 
selecting, ordering, and preparation.  
The church needs a process that is easier, 
something that helps them select and 
purchase the right curriculum, coordinate 
and communicate with teachers. A 
solution that offers choice and instant 
delivery. Disciplr is that solution. For more 
information, check out Disciplr.com.



TRAVELOGUE
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FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR
• 7,000 exhibitors 
• 286,000 visitors
• 100 countries represented

Once a year, Frankfurt, Germany becomes a 
global city of ideas as the world’s largest book 
fair draws international visitors and becomes a 
trading place for diverse content, from novels 
and children’s books to non-fiction and  
scholarly works. 

Publishing professionals meet with their creative 
counterparts from various industries, such as 
film and games, as well as partners from the 
technology sector—all seeking opportunities for 
collaboration that will ultimately engage readers 
of all ages in markets around the world.

Ingrid Beck is the editorial director for 
David C Cook.

Second photo © Frankfurt Book Fair / Burnd Hartung

Connecting in Germany with publishers from all over the globe.

What was the reason for your recent trip?
Each fall David C Cook attends the Frankfurt Book Fair, the largest book fair in 
the world. We have a small booth where we meet with publishers from around 
the globe. My primary role is to present new book products coming out in the 
next six to nine months. Over the last few years, we’ve continued to build good 
relationships with a lot of the same publishers and also meet new people who 
have interest in Christian content to publish in their own country.

What was the most valuable experience you had there?
I had conversations with publishers from Syria and Lebanon. I was 
overwhelmed by the challenges they face—whether societal challenges, 
refugees, or spiritual darkness over there. There are a lot of Muslim publishers 
who have endless supplies of money and are giving away resources for really 
cheap or for free. Though we certainly have challenges here, they don’t feel 
as big. It reminds me that we are not the only ones with a heart for ministry. 
There are so many people engaged in similar ways, trying to get out biblical, 
Christ-centered resources. 

Where does David C Cook fit into that global market?
I think we have a variety of roles, and we look for opportunities to provide 
resources where they aren’t already. I love that we partner with local ministries 
and churches that are the experts on what their communities need. It’s so 
valuable to be able to listen to the stories of those who have the same goal of 
seeing lives transformed. We don’t have a corner on the truth. God is speaking 
to people all around the world. And we get to help bring their books to a market 
they might not be able to reach otherwise.

What has God taught you on your trips to Germany?
The first year I went, it was in the midst of the digital revolution. Many feared 
that print publishing was no longer going to be viable. Digital was going to 
completely swallow up the printed book that so many of us love. So it was 
encouraging to see millions of us invested in this thing called publishing. It’s 
still a vibrant industry—and there are a lot of us who believe in the ministry 
of creating products that are full of God’s truth, based in Scripture, and really 
intended to transform lives. 

Travel is always enlightening and a good way to get a different perspective. 
Whether it’s how we run our publishing company or find our books, it’s always 
valuable to talk to others who are either doing it differently or the same. 
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The Art of  
Transformation
Nick Lee brings The Story of King Jesus alive with vivid drawings in 
his first-ever illustrated children’s book.

A designer by trade, Nick found inspiration in a more personal place while he drew each 
section: Both he and the author, Ben Irwin, have young children. 

“The genesis of this idea came from Ben when he asked, ‘How am I going to try to 
explain faith to my kids?’ I went on a similar journey as I made this book. I’m picturing 
sitting down and going through it with my kids, time and time again. I had a lot of 
thoughts about how I wanted to introduce them to faith.”

One of those pivotal moments that parents need to explain is the crucifixion. And 
it happens to be Nick’s favorite drawing in the whole book. “I saved it for last because 
how do you illustrate the crucifixion, the pivotal moment for all humankind? I thought, 
I have to draw it somehow. I was really nervous. That one felt the most inspired. I don’t 
know how that one turned out as well as it did because I certainly didn’t do it.”
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A PASTOR’S LIBRARY  
AT HIS FINGERTIPS

A pastor in Nepal inserts a tiny digital 
memory card into his mobile phone. Barely 

the size of his fingertip, the card provides 
a ninety-hour audio library of Bible studies 

and commentaries. During the past year, 
nearly 5,000 pastors and lay leaders in 

Nepal have received this resource, as well 
as 8,000 in India. See the story on page 19.
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