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REDEEMING THE “GOOD NEWS”

Finding the Father I Never Knew 
Along a journey shaped by the search for his biological father, 
Steve Carter emphasizes the art of relationships—especially 
the gift of being invited into the lives of others and, in turn, 

inviting them into life with God.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 21

KidMin Moments that Make 
Us Who We Are
We asked a mother and her daughter to describe 
those unmistakable moments that made a spiritual 
imprint. Who taught them. What they learned. 
How it formed them. Where they’ve taken it.

POETS & SAINTS 16

This My Inheritance
Two seemingly distant endeavors reach across 
continents and centuries. Both bring modern 
urgency to the reality of suffering and the 
promise of salvation.
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Steve Carter (p. 26, Finding the Father I Never Knew) is a teaching pastor at Willow Creek 
Community Church. In college, he was arrested for inciting a riot over God’s unconditional love.  

Kurtis Parks (p. 30, Sound Check Your Attitude) ranked among the top fifty contestants of 
American Idol season four and now serves as worship director at National Community Church.

Warren W. Wiersbe (p. 34, Approaching the Throne of Grace) has written more than 150 
books in the past six decades. Many call him the “pastor’s pastor” because of his well-known 
theological commentaries and passion for teaching. 

Hettie Brittz (p. 36, Discovering Your Own Kind of Natural) is a parenting expert, leadership 
coach, and rape survivor from South Africa. She helps moms discover how, like trees, God created 
them to grow and flourish.

Cris H. Doornbos (p. 46, DiscipleShaping) serves as the CEO of David C Cook. He is a 
certified scuba diver and enjoys hiking the mountains of Colorado.

Chris Hill (p. 48, Patience in Preparation) has traveled the world, sharing the gospel with  
people of all races, colors, religions, and creeds. He now serves as pastor of The Potter’s House 
near Denver, Colorado.
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 WORLDVIEW
Loving and relating to people who are not like us.

 Scripture teaches us to love our neighbor and our enemy. 
What happens when they’re the same person? Or when they’re 
so different from us that we struggle with how to love, even 
though we want to?

International headlines reveal wide gaps in relationships 
between nations and people groups. In research data illustrated 
above, we see some of those gaps expressed in human terms. 
While the data about Westerners isn’t specific to Christians, the 
numbers include those of us who follow Jesus. 

Closer to home, we cluster in “communities that act like 
us, look like us, believe like us, and vote like us,” writes Steve 
Carter, one of the authors featured in this issue of Resourceful. 
Yet if we take God at his Word in the commandment to love—
which requires action—then we must take a hard look at how 
we treat the “others” and “enemies” in our lives. 

The cover story calls us to unite in worship with Integrity 
Music artists All Sons & Daughters. It also prompts us to pray 
for the persecuted, as well as those who persecute the Church. 
In a related update from a ministry partner in Turkey, we 
witness the work of Christians seeking to show God’s love to 
Muslim refugees.

Steve Carter, in Finding the Father I Never Knew, challenges 
us to an invitational life that risks engaging in the lives of others 
for the sake of the gospel, regardless of years, circumstances, or 
preferences that separate us. Our feature on KidMin Moments 
celebrates what can happen when such a risky invitation is 

accepted: It opens the door to a lifetime of spiritual influence 
that continues from one generation to the next.

In a word, the articles in this issue are about relationships. 
As another example, we’ve reached a seven-year milestone in 
our Life on Life curriculum that nurtures children from trauma 
to transformation. Hettie Brittz affirms so-called “unnatural” 
motherhood to set women free to be themselves with their kids. 

Stories from several local churches provide relationship-build-
ing ideas to enrich yours. Go Big and Go Home presents a 
home-based approach to VBS that creates lasting community  
connections. In Come Hug Jesus, the tenderhearted faith 
of adults with intellectual disabilities shows how to engage 
an easily overlooked minority. And my passion for the 
DiscipleShaping process works together with the opportunity 
of marriage mentoring.

After you’ve enjoyed this copy of Resourceful, please pass it 
along to a friend or pastor who shares our passion for equipping 
the Church. 

Transforming lives together,

Cris H. Doornbos
CEO, David C Cook

CHARACTERISTICS ASSOCIATED WITH WESTERNERS AND MUSLIMS

Muslim–Western  
Tensions Persist

JULY 2011 
PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Traits associated with Westerners among Muslims 
in predominantly Muslim Countries

Traits associated with Muslims among non-muslims  
in the U.S., Russia and W. Europe
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29

41



Tonight I heard 
the Lord say 
some things  
I needed to hear. 
His presence is 
my favorite place.
Kari Jobe via Twitter
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CURRENT

News
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN:  
INTRODUCING CHINESE CHILDREN TO JESUS

The vast nation of China is still largely unreached by the gospel. And 
yet the Chinese Church is growing so fast that there aren’t enough 
Bibles to go around. So we’re thrilled to announce the release of a new 
Chinese Gospel of John especially for young readers. 

Why the Gospel of John? Well, among the writers of the four Gospels, 
John uniquely presents the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

Adapted from The Action Bible Study Bible ESV, this forty-page booklet incorporates 
the full twenty-one chapters of biblical text with colorful illustrations and interactive study 
notes. The triple combination—Scripture, illustrations, and study—helps seekers and 
believers more readily absorb the message. 

EVENTS & TOURS  10

A NEW GLOBAL INITIATIVE INSTILLS 
GOD’S WORD IN THE HEARTS OF 
YOUNG READERS IN CHINA.

4.5m500k400k60m100m1.4b

Copies of  
the Gospel 

of John 
distributed

Copies of the 
Gospel of John 
awaiting funds 
for printing and 

distribution

New baptized 
believers 
annually

Bibles 
available

Christians, 
estimated 

conservatively

Population of 
China
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C U R R E N T

Album 
Releases
AVAILABLE NOW
All About Worship My Pursuit

Kari Jobe Gateway Worship Voices: 
Kari Jobe

Kids Worship: Ultimate Collection

Life Worship Wide Open Space

Seth & Nirva Never Alone

Travis Ryan Until My Voice Is Gone

Paul Wilbur Forever Good

SEPTEMBER
All Sons & Daughters  
Poets & Saints

Planetshakers Overflow

Prestonwood Worship  
Songs of the People

OCTOBER
Paul Baloche Your Mercy

Various Artists  
Majesty in a Manger

If you’re concerned that enthusiasm for 
evangelism is waning in America, you’re right 
overall. But there’s good news that bucks the 
trend. Faith-sharing practices among Millennials 
increased from 56% in 2010 to 65% in 2013, 
according to research by Barna Group.

Want to fan the flame? Check out what teaching 
pastor Steve Carter has to say on page 26 and 
in his new book, This Invitational Life.

MILLENNIALS RECLAIMING EVANGELISM

Christians Arrested 
and Religious Freedom 
Limited as the Gospel 
Spreads in Nepal
In June, seven Nepali Christians were 
arrested for spreading the gospel. Their 
crime? Distributing The Story of Jesus, a 
booklet adapted and translated from The 
Action Bible. They will likely spend three to 
six years in prison.

A new constitution in 2007 officially 
declared Nepal a secular state, seemingly 
with greater freedom of religion. But it 
remains illegal to convert a person of one 
religion to another in the predominantly 
Hindu-Buddhist nation.

Regardless, for the past decade, 
Christianity has been on the rise in Nepal. 
In the aftermath of the 2015 earthquake 
that struck near Kathmandu, many 
families are rebuilding their lives and are  
even more open to the message of Jesus.

The June arrests serve as a reminder to pray for  
fellow Christians who are boldly spreading the good news.

Passivity reveals 
that we’ve chosen 
something or 
someone over God. 
Kyle Idelman via Twitter

56%

65%
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Book Releases
AVAILABLE NOW
Hettie Brittz (un)Natural Mom:  
Why You Are the Perfect Mom for Your Kids

Steve Carter This Invitational Life:  
Risking Yourself to Align with God’s 
Heartbeat for Humanity

Chris Hill Walking to Jerusalem: 
Discovering Your Divine Life Purpose

Jeff Myers Understanding the Faith:  
A Survey of Christian Apologetics

Matt Redman with Craig Borlase  
10,000 Reasons: Stories of Faith,  
Hope and Thankfulness Inspired  
by the Worship Anthem

Rankin Wilbourne Union with Christ:  
The Transformational Power of Christ in You

SEPTEMBER
Caleb Anderson Favor with Kings: God’s 
Purpose, Your Passion, and the Process of 
Doing Great Things

Brady Boyd Speak Life: Restoring Healthy 
Communication in How You Think, Talk, 
and Pray

Catherine DeVries & Laura Logan 
God’s Blessings for Baby

Jamie George, Leslie Jordan &  
David Leonard Poets and Saints:  
Eternal Insight, Extravagant Love,  
Ordinary People

Poets and Saints: A Community 
Experience Kit

OCTOBER
Wendy Pope Wait and See:  
Finding Peace in God’s Pauses and Plans

J. Warner Wallace  
Cold Case Christianity for Kids: Investigate 
Jesus with a Real Detective

Imagine a student we’ll call 
Dalton. Dalton grows up in a 
strongly authoritarian church 
and is so accustomed to being 
told “Because I said so” that 
he stops questioning it. His 
problem isn’t unanswered 
questions but rather 
unquestioned answers. 
Dr. Jeff Myers

TOP 8 THINGS  
TO CONSIDER  
WHEN VOTING

Start with God not cable news

 Check the Bible—it says a lot about money, 
poverty, refugees and government

Think long term—like what counts in heaven 
not just this November

Be civil whether you agree or disagree

 Don’t believe everything you read on the 
Internet or hear on TV

 Pray a lot—ask God who to vote for

 Never forget that God is sovereign,  
not government or politicians

Trust God whether you win or lose  
in an election

Leith Anderson, President of the National Association of Evangelicals

DCC.is/eBooks
Take advantage of free  

Christian ebooks provided weekly, 
and sign up for email reminders.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

http://www.dccebooks.com/
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Events&Tours
Join your favorite  
authors and artists at 
these upcoming events.

All Sons & Daughters
Poets & Saints Fall Tour, September, AllSonsAndDaughters.com

Kelly Minter
Cultivate: A Women’s Gathering Around the Word, 
September–November, KellyMinter.com

The City Harmonic
Tour, September–November, TheCityHarmonic.com

Brady Boyd
New Life Conference, September 27–29, NewLifeConference.com

Kari Jobe
Propel Women 2016, October–December, PropelWomen.org

Matt Chandler
Exponential West, October 3–6, Exponential.org

Paul Baloche
LeadWorship Workshops,  
September 30–October 1 & November 11–12, LeadWorship.com
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Ben Cantelon
National Worship Leader Conference, October 5–6, 
NWLconf.com

Larry Osborne
Sticky Teams, October 17-18,  
NorthCoastTraining.org/sticky-teams

J. Warner Wallace
Thrive Apologetics Conference, October 7–8,  
ThriveConference.org/apologetics

Eugene Cho
National Youth Workers Conference, November 17–20, 
YouthSpecialties.com/nywc

Gwen Smith
Girlfriends in God, October 22, gig.girlfriendsevents.com

Preston Sprinkle
Christ Hold Fast DFW, October 29, ChristHoldFast.org/dallas

C U R R E N T

SAY HELLO
Look for David C Cook representatives at these upcoming conferences.

D6 Conference
September 21–23, d6family.com

Legacy Grandparenting Summit
November 15–17, LegacyGrandparentingSummit.com
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GLOBAL 
INITIATIVES

LIFE ON LIFE 15 

From Trauma to 
Transformation

Q&A: The Refugee 
Reality in Turkey
Gokhan Talas, a Christian publisher in Turkey, is distributing a newly 
translated Turkish edition of Helping Communities Heal: Refugees, 
a David C Cook resource. The curriculum will equip relief workers 
serving refugee children in camps near the Syrian border—most of 
them Muslim. 

When North Americans hear reports of more than 2.7 million Syrian 
refugees in Turkey, it’s hard to imagine what that looks like. How would 
you describe the daily life of refugees in your community?
There is a big mess! Most of the time people think there are camps and proper facilities for 
refugees in the country, but that is not totally true. These people are living in streets, parks, 
and unfinished buildings. Unattended refugee kids beg for food and money. Some of them 
work for Turkish companies in slavery conditions. Women are at greater risk. Families are 
selling young girls as child brides, and widows are in danger because of prostitution gangs. 

Many Turkish churches are trying to help refugees. Some churches have started 
education and feeding projects in big cities. The Turkish Protestant Churches Union is 
working with local authorities in eastern Turkey to provide daily medical and aid services. 

Another problem is settlement. Turkey is a temporary location for refugees. What they 
really want is to go to Europe or other Western countries. They are very eager for 



a new beginning, but they are stuck 
while Europe and Turkey work out a 
new agreement. The political dilemma 
is blocking their plans for settlement 
because they cannot go to the West or 
build a stable life in Turkey. 

How did you learn about the 
refugee curriculum available 
through David C Cook?
In 2015, I attended a conference in 
Singapore and met with staff from 
David C Cook. Afterward I received a 
suggestion to translate the curriculum. 
When I read it, I believed this book would 
be a great resource for Turkish ministries 
who provide refugee services. This is the 
only curriculum available in the Turkish 
language for this kind of ministry.

Who will be involved in using the 
curriculum for refugee ministry? 
We have a strong relationship with 
Turkish ministries through the publishing 
ministry of our magazine, Miras. I served 
as an evangelist in eastern Turkey, so 
I already have connections with some 
of the refugee ministries in that region. 
I visited refugee camps at the Syrian 
border. They trust our resources to use 
for their ministries. The curriculum will be 
sent to about ten ministry organizations 
and twenty-five churches in different parts 
of Anatolia (the majority of the nation of 
Turkey, located in Asia). 

Secular aid organizations are also 
providing refugee services. But 
Christians are trying to give people 
a real hope built by our Lord Jesus. 
Refugees need more than food or 
counseling. They need something that 
speaks to their souls. We are especially 
concerned for children who have lost 
one or both parents.

Tell us about Miras. What are 
your hopes for how God will 
continue to use this magazine in 
the lives of its readers?
There is darkness over our country, 
and our desire is to fight against it. 
We do that by publishing theological, 
evangelistic, pop-culture, and historical 

articles from a Christian perspective. Our 
design is very reader-friendly and looks 
like a modern, youthful magazine. 

We have two major targets: reach 
people and train them. Miras is reaching 
some of the most unreachable places 
in the country. A magazine can be 
more effective than a book or a website 
because it is easy to carry, hide, and 
share. One copy can be read by three or 
four people. 

We print 2,000 copies bi-monthly and 
send them to twenty-two cities in five 
countries. We have already reached 
almost 50,000 people in four years. We 
are growing very fast because there is 
no other magazine like Miras. 

How did you become a Christian?
I grew up in the Alevi faith, a sect of Islam, 
and I had a socialist ideology. At the age 
of eighteen, just before I went to do my 
military service, I was introduced to the 
New Testament for the first time through 
a Bible correspondence course. Before 
knowing the New Testament, I believed 
what I had encountered in the Alevi faith: 
God is present but cannot be completely 
or personally known by man. I especially 
thought that God was interested in life and 
the world’s political system. 

According to these beliefs, I thought 
I needed to react politically. However, 
because of my activities in the socialist 
party, I was arrested and exposed to 
physical violence. This physical violence 
was a rather harsh consequence of my 
actions, but it led to a positive ending. My 
perspective on life changed. 

During this process I felt quite alone and 
began to think more about God. For two 
or three years I studied many religions. I 
found the New Testament through an ad 
on the Internet. I liked it but had no idea 
what it was talking about. 

A short time after I began my military 
service, my interest in religions 
increased. Researching Islam was 
easy. But I was not satisfied with the 
emptiness in my life, so I began to study 
the New Testament again.

After reading many Christian articles and 
texts on the Internet, I accepted Jesus 
Christ as my Lord and Savior. Learning 
about Christ as a close, personal, and 
self-sacrificing father affected me. 
I realized that the New Testament’s 
message—calling everyone to peace-
loving and truth—could not be matched. 

How can Christians in North 
America pray for you, your 
family, and your ministry?
Two churches have been attacked since 
the coup attempt and we are hearing 
more voices against us. Yet we praise 
God that the coup attempt failed. We 
believe democracy is best for our country. 

We need encouragement and mostly 
feel alone here. We have a very small 
community—only about 5,000 evangelical 
Christians within a population of 81 
million. Some areas are very closed to the 
gospel. Please pray for an awakening. 

We have security concerns for our 
families. I survived the Malatya massacre 
in 2007 and have been threatened a 
few times by legal action. For reasons of 
safety, I send my son to private school 
and frequently monitor the security 
procedures. Our life is not easy here. 

Our ministry is a local Christian 
organization and needs financial 
supporters. We have to depend on 
donations because of market issues  
in Turkey.

Please pray for all refugees who take 
shelter in Turkey. They need help and 
hope. They are our guests and may 
become our citizens in the near future.
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From Trauma to Transformation:  
Celebrating 7 Years  
of Life on Life Ministry
When Sunday school lessons combine with trauma-informed resources, the result creates an 
opportunity for Life on Life transformation in the lives of 7.3 million children—and counting.

 Seven years ago, a conversation with pastors in India raised 
questions about equipping the church for children’s ministry. 
What do pastors need? Where is the gap?

The pastors requested discipleship materials, but not your 
average Sunday school variety. They wanted lessons to speak to 
the hearts of orphans and other children at risk. And so began 
a children’s club program hosted by ministry partners in India 
and supported by David C Cook. 

In December 2010, the first clubs formed and met three 
times per week. Through the life-on-life influence of caring 
teachers, children engaged with one another in spiritual for-
mation, character development, and life skills. Their lessons 
addressed trauma that we in North America mostly see in news 
headlines, but which they faced daily—violence, disease, aban-
donment, and extreme poverty. As children came to know the 
Father who would never leave them, healing began to trans-
form their lives—and their teachers’ lives too.

The following year, the Anglican Church of Uganda invited 
David C Cook to present curriculum options for Sunday school 
in its 27,000 congregations across the country. When church 
leaders saw what had been developed in India, they said: “Stop! 
That is the curriculum for us. All the children in Uganda are 
vulnerable and at-risk in some way.” 

Their interest sparked collaboration to revise the curricu-
lum: one lesson per week for a span of three years, focused on 

children ages eight to eleven. And a new name, Life on Life, 
was chosen to represent not only the curriculum, but also a 
relational model of ministry, as caring adults and vulnerable 
children engage in learning together. Life on Life is trauma-in-
formed and includes resource articles written by experts from 
around the world. Training is focused on ministry leaders who, 
in turn, train teachers and parents.

As a global initiative, Life on Life is attracting a growing num-
ber of ministry organizations and denominations in many coun-
tries. Together with them, David C Cook adapts the curriculum 
to meet the culture and needs of the children they serve. 

“We want them to have a hand in the creation of what they 
will use in their own country,” says Greg Baird, David C Cook’s 
vice president of global resources. “While we can offer solid and 
meaningful content, we want them to make it their own: the 
language, the context, the name of the curriculum, the photo 
on the cover, and the way it’s presented.”

A special adaptation, Helping Communities Heal, has been 
created for children’s ministry among refugees in the Middle 
East and earthquake survivors in Nepal. 

Over the past seven years, hundreds of donors have sup-
ported the expanding reach of this work. While celebrating 
how far we’ve come, we’re looking ahead to a new generation of 
transformation in the lives of children. 
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7.3million

23
171,340

75,000

Children engaging in 
relationships to foster 
whole-life discipleship

Teachers trained and equipped with Life on Life curriculum

Trainers equipped to teach others 
about Life on Life curriculum

Partner organizations and 
denominations in collaboration 
with David C Cook
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Vision Statement 
“A growing, caring Anglican Church boldly proclaiming Christ” 
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 “To equip God’s people to transform the society with the Gospel”
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1 Umwaka wa mbere

Provinsi y’Itorero  
Anglikani mu Rwanda (PEAR)

YESU AKUNDA ABANA: 
IMFASHANYIGISHO 
Y’UMWALIMU W’ISHURI 
RY’ICYUMWERU

Yesu akomeza kugwiza 
ubwenge, abyiruka ashimwa 

n’Imana n’abantu.  
Luka 2:52

ሕይወት ያለው ክርስቲያናዊ ትምህርት በኢትዮጵያ
ለልጆች መስጠት!

ተስፋ ስጠኝ የልጆች
ደቀመዝሙርነት ስርዓተ ትምህርት

አክትስ 8 ሚኒስትሪ
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 THISMY  
 INHERIT- 
 ANCE

SUFFERING AND SALVATION THROUGH 
THE PERSPECTIVE OF POETS & SAINTS

This my inheritance will never spoil or fade 
Until he comes, my salvation in heaven kept by faith

All praise, all praise, all praise be to God 
Always, always and forever

The lyrics of a new hymn by All Sons & Daughters come 
from the biblical context of the apostle Peter’s letter to 
Christians who fled persecution under the Roman Emperor 
Nero. Chapter one of I Peter begins:

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,  
to God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of  
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia …

Take a moment to notice those odd, old names. 
Now they’re part of the nation of Turkey—a place known lately 

by international headlines about refugees and an attempted mil-
itary coup this past summer. A place where today’s tiny minority 

of Turkish Christians don’t flee persecution—they live in  
the face of it.

Hold those headlines in your mind as Peter continues:

Grace and peace be yours in abundance.  
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into 
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. 

This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith 
are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation 
that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

Peter described this inheritance from a vantage point two 
thousand years ago and half a world away. Yet its promise 
remains very present.

Two seemingly distant endeavors reach across continents and centuries. Both 
bring modern urgency to the reality of suffering and the promise of salvation. Both 
take hold of the spiritual inheritance described by the apostle Peter two thousand 
years ago. And both invite us to enter new songs and ancient stories through the 
perspective of Poets & Saints.
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AN ANCIENT WAKE-UP CALL
This my inheritance, God’s power be its shield 
Through Jesus Christ, the only light by which  
it is revealed

“We believe that God is transcendent in his nature, and so he 
takes something that is ancient and he plants it in the present 
to wake us up,” says Leslie Jordan of All Sons & Daughters. 
She and David Leonard recorded “This My Inheritance” for 
their fourth full-length album of worship songs called Poets 
& Saints. 

The words of Peter, with a long list of others—including 
C.S. Lewis, George MacDonald, Saint Augustine, and Saint 
Thérèse of Lisieux—became inspiration for songs that con-
nect past and present.

All of these figures from Church history were critiqued, per-
secuted, or martyred for expressing their faith. In the crucible 
of suffering, they gave voice to hope in Christ. 

“They chose to feel through their suffering, and that takes a 
lot of courage,” says pastor Jamie George, who wrote a com-
panion book titled Poets & Saints: Eternal Insight, Extravagant 
Love, Ordinary People. 

That’s why, years later, we call them poets and saints. Their 
Protestant and Catholic differences are evident, but so are their 
shared beliefs. They have “inspired us with their books, their 
poems, their songs, the way they loved, and the way they lived.”

Poets & Saints—the album, the book, DVD curriculum, and 
a participant’s guide—emerged after a tour of European cities 
where Leslie, David, Jamie, and a handful of family and friends 
explored lesser-known stories behind well-known names. 

“Whether it’s hymns or poetry or books that inspired us, we 
look at these people and put them on pedestals,” David says. 
The tour brought them down to eye level. 

“We see that they had struggles, they had pain, they had 
doubt. They had all these things that I carry on a day-to-day 
basis. And God used them to do incredible things.” 

This is the rich inheritance of the poor in spirit.

A MODERN-DAY INHERITANCE
This my inheritance through suffering and trial 
More worth than gold, our only hope, in faith our  
song will rise

Miras means inheritance. It’s the name of a Turkish magazine 
to encourage readers in their relationship with God. For the 
estimated 5,000 evangelical believers in Turkey, the magazine 
provides a Christian perspective on current issues in a majority 
Muslim nation of more than 81 million. 

Gokhan Talas, founder and designer of Miras, invites readers 
to understand the inheritance of faith lived out on the very soil 
of the land they call home. Theirs too is the legacy of Christian 
poets and saints once scattered throughout the ancient prov-
inces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.

“If there was a Bible belt over 1,500 years ago, it was in 
Turkey,” wrote a popular US blogger.1 Following the perse-
cution of Peter’s day, the Church flourished in that region. 
Christianity became a cultural influence, including expressions 
of art and architecture still visible in the ruins of ancient cities 
such as Ephesus. 

The birth of the prophet Muhammad in 570 and the 
subsequent rise of Islam changed all that. In Istanbul, the 
Hagia Sophia symbolizes the nation’s faith history. Built as 
a Christian cathedral in the year 532, it was converted to a 
mosque in 1453 and then to a museum in 1935. In 2016, for 
the first time in 80 years, it served as a mosque again during 
the month of Ramadan.

Throughout these centuries in Turkey, Christians experi-
enced suffering and death that forges faith of “greater worth 
than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire” (I Pet. 
1:7). Present-day Christians are often labeled as conspirators 
who seek to divide the modern Turkish Republic. 

“We need encouragement and mostly feel alone here,” says 
Gokhan. He survived a 2007 massacre of three of his coworkers 
at a Bible publishing house. The trauma of the incident still 
haunts him and his wife. They send their son to private school 
and closely monitor its security procedures.

All Sons & Daughters Jamie George Gokhan Talas with his wife and son
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IN THEIR WORDS …
Gifts of the past to the present, these words have stood the test of time and inspired  
some of the songs and stories of Poets & Saints.

… AND YOURS
Through worship, reading, film, and discussion, these 
resources from Integrity Music and David C Cook invite you 
and your church to explore vulnerable questions of suffering 
and salvation.

Album • Book • DVD Curriculum • Participant’s Guide

If I find in myself a desire, which no experience in this world  
can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made  
for another world. C.S. LEWIS

You made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it finds  
its place of rest in you. SAINT AUGUSTINE

To love. How perfectly our hearts are made for this.  
No other word so well expresses the vibrations of our soul.  
SAINT THÉRÈSE OF LISIEUX

It is not the cares of today, but the cares of tomorrow, that weigh  
a man down. For the needs of today we have corresponding strength 
given. For the morrow we are told to trust. It is not ours yet. It is 
when tomorrow’s burden is added to the burden of today that the 
weight is more than a man can bear. GEORGE MACDONALD

I know for certain that before I was humbled I was like a stone lying 
in deep mire, and he that is mighty came and in his mercy raised me 
up and, indeed, lifted me high up and placed me on top of the wall. 
SAINT PATRICK



And yet, Gokhan continues to spread the promise of an inheri-
tance that can never perish, spoil, or fade. He shares the gospel in 
Miras magazine, on the Internet, through a Bible correspondence 
course, and in Christian programming on a Turkish TV channel. 
He personally visits people in nearby cities who express interest in 
learning about Christ.

For the past year, he has been developing a new ministry oppor-
tunity. In collaboration with David C Cook, he is publishing 
and distributing a newly translated Turkish edition of Helping 
Communities Heal: Refugees. This biblical resource will equip 
Christian relief workers in twenty-five churches and ten organi-
zations. They’re working with refugee children in camps near the 
Syrian border—most of them Muslim. (Learn more about this 
global initiative on page 12).

“Christians are trying to give people a real hope built by our 
Lord Jesus,” Gokhan says. “Refugees need more than food or coun-
seling. They need something that speaks to their souls.” We all do.

A STORY STILL UNFOLDING
Across continents and centuries, the words of I Peter speak hope 
to brokenness and suffering. “This My Inheritance” captures those 
words and expresses the common thread heard often in all ten tracks 
of Poets & Saints.

When All Sons & Daughters began their creative journey into 
the past, they wondered: “Would we find that the faith and the 
pursuit of God was the same then as it is today?” 

We hear the answer in new songs and stories still coming to 
life—including the long arc of a story unfolding in Turkey since 
two thousand years ago.

This my inheritance that none can take away 
Not even death—with my last breath I’ll see my Savior’s face

All praise, all praise, all praise be to God 
Always, always and forever 

1.  Stetzer, Ed. “What to Know and How to Pray.” Christianity Today (7 June 2013). http://www.christiani-
tytoday.com/edstetzer/2013/june/turkey-what-to-know-and-how-to-pray.html (27 July 2016).

Hagia Sophia in Istanbul

Boats on the shoreline near Izmir

Inscription on ruins in Ephesus

A view over Istanbul

A bustling street near Taksim Square, Istanbul



Rachel
DISCOVERING THAT PAULINE LETTERS ARE NOT ROMANTIC POETRY
I was 19 years old and attending Cal State Northridge, studying sociology. I was looking for an easy class. When 
I saw Pauline Letters, I thought: Oh, that sounds like a girl reading romantic poetry. I’ll sign up for that. When I 
got to class, they were talking about the Bible. I quickly realized, Oh no, I’m in the wrong class. 

I liked the professor but explained to him that I would not be coming back. He asked, “Why is that?” 
“The Bible has no relevance to my life, so this class is not going to help me in my future. I’ve never even seen 

a Bible, let alone cared about reading one.”
His eyes lit up like any good teacher’s would. “Really? Well, I think this could be a very good class for you.”
He pulled out a three-by-five card and wrote on it: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. “Start reading John,” he said.
Around the same time, I began dating a really cute guy. He invited me to church, and I liked the service. I 

had never heard the gospel before. I started attending on a regular basis. 
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In the weekly bustle of children’s ministry, you don’t always get to see the lasting life 
transformation that comes from God’s Word instilled in young hearts and minds.

So we asked a mother and her daughter, Rachel Key and Lisa Pham, to describe those 
unmistakable moments that made a spiritual imprint. Who taught them. What they learned. 
How it formed them. Where they’ve taken it.

In these short stories, we see glimpses of KidMin moments that make us who we are. And 
we hear reasons to stay passionate about the faith we’re passing on to today’s generations.

KidMin Moments that 
Make Us Who We Are



STACKING KIDS DEEP AND WIDE IN A ’66 CHEVY
I was lost and learning about Jesus. I’m the oldest of nine kids, and I wanted my family—my sisters and 
brothers and their friends to know about Jesus too. So I invited them to church. I lived on the worst street in 
the entire San Fernando Valley in Los Angeles. Every kid I invited said yes.

I had a ’66 Chevy with big, deep, wide seats. We didn’t worry about seat belts back in the day. I loaded so 
many kids into my car every Sunday that they were sitting on each other’s laps. 

LEARNING THE BIBLE BY TEACHING IT
A few Sundays after I started bringing kids to church, the Sunday school teacher said to me, “Rachel, if you can 
bring them, you can teach them. You’ll start next week.” 

When she gave me the teacher’s book, she put it right on top of my Bible. The edges of my Bible pages were 
completely gold—that’s how new it was. I didn’t know the front from the back. 

It’s pretty unusual to have someone teaching Sunday school who is so new to the Bible. But every week, I 
learned one lesson ahead of my class. At first it was David C Cook curriculum. Three years later, new pastors 
came to our church and introduced me to Gospel Light curriculum. That’s how I learned the Bible. 

SAYING YES TO THE HOLY SPIRIT’S INVITATION
One Sunday night, a country western band came to play at the church. I don’t like country western music, 
but I went and sat with the young people in the back row. I had been going to church for about six months—
faithfully, every week, learning about God and asking lots of questions. I had been teaching Sunday school for 
three months. 

At the end of the service a gal gave an altar call. She approached each person in the sanctuary, one by one. 
There were only about twenty people in the whole church. 

Everybody else knew that I was the only one there who was not a believer. The Holy Spirit said in my heart: 
She’s going to ask everybody but I’m sending her for you. What’s your answer? I had already answered the Lord in my 
heart, Yes, I believe in you. When she came to me, I went forward with her, and she prayed with me. 



Lisa
HEARING THE VOICE OF GOD
My mom has taught Sunday school for as long as I can remember. One Sunday when I was about four years 
old, she taught about Samuel hearing God’s voice. She told our class, “You can hear God’s voice too, but not 
out loud. It’s a quiet voice.”

I remember thinking, Wow, I want to have that relationship, where I can hear God talk to me.
I can picture myself in my car seat, and praying, God, I want to hear you. Then I was really quiet. The only 

thing I heard was my three-year-old brother rustling around. I told him, “Be quiet, I’m trying to listen to God 
over here.” He kind of froze. Then the only thing I could hear was myself breathing. So I held my breath for a 
little bit.

Eventually, quietly in my heart, I heard the same phrase over and over again. It was almost like God was 
smiling and laughing a little and saying: Lisa, you are my special little girl. I started breathing again, and my 
brother started moving around again. And I could still hear it: Lisa, you are my special little girl.

BEING KIND TO A BULLY
In second grade, there was a bully in my class at school. He wasn’t bothering me, but I told my mom all the 
bad words he said to another kid. My mom responded, “Oh, really? I know where he lives. Let’s get in the car 
right now.”

He lived about a half mile from us. Mom said, “I’m going to wait in the car while you go to the door and 
invite him to church this Sunday.” 

“Do I have to?” I didn’t want to.
But I went up to the door and knocked. Before I even finished asking him to church, he answered, “I would 

love to go with you.”
So we picked him up on our way to church, and he gave his heart to the Lord that Sunday.

 
TEACHING MOM A THING OR TWO
In Sunday school, I started to assist my mom in classes when I was about ten years old. I would attend my class, 
then we would stay for the second service hour, and I would help out in her kindergarten class.

As we were driving home one Sunday, I said to her: “Mom, you did a good job. But what if you had told the 
lesson this way?” I explained how she could have done it a little bit differently. 

And she said, “You know what, Lisa? I think you should teach the lesson next week.”
I studied the lesson several times during the week. The next Sunday, I got to sit in the teacher’s chair. I was 

pretty nervous with all these 5-year-olds staring at me. Of course, my mom was there. After I taught the lesson, 
I thought, This is something I’m supposed to keep doing.
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Be quiet, I’m trying to  
listen to God over here.

DCC.is/GospelLight
Get information and samples  
of Gospel Light curriculum for  

nursery through preteen.

https://www.gospellight.com/
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SHOWING LAUNDRY LOVE
When I was growing up, my mom would look for opportunities for us to serve people. Now I do the same with 
my kids.

Our church encourages what we call ‘laundry love.’ We take quarters to the Laundromat and pay for 
everyone’s laundry. The kids love putting quarters in the machines. People are always shocked. Some of them 
will come visit our church.

Last week a man said, “Is it true you’re paying for our laundry? Tonight, I was going to choose between doing 
laundry or going grocery shopping. Now I can go buy groceries for my family.”

Rachel
HAVING WHAT IT TAKES TO TEACH KIDS
I’ve been teaching Sunday school for forty-some years now. What prepared me was a compassionate heart toward kids. 

I’ve always told ministry leaders, you may not have skilled teachers at your disposal, but look around the 
church. Who gets down on their knees to talk to kids? Who gives high fives when kids walk by? That’s a person 
with a compassionate heart. You can equip them to teach, but only the Holy Spirit can give them that kind of 
heart. So they’re the ones you look for.

TEST DRIVING DIGITAL CURRICULUM
This year, I started using Gospel Light’s digital curriculum from Disciplr. At first I really didn’t like it at all. I 
missed the comfort of the book.

Disciplr didn’t have some of the things I was used to. But the layout is simpler, and everything you need is 
there in a click, instead of having so many separate resources. It’s less for me to manage in class, so I have more 
freedom to build relationships with the kids and make sure they’re tracking with me. It took a month for me to 
get to where I really appreciate the simplicity of it.

I also like that I can email the lesson and assign a specific part to each teaching assistant. It’s more efficient 
and affordable than getting books for everyone.

GETTING KIDS EXCITED TO OPEN GOD’S WORD
I tell teachers, if you have kids who are bringing their phones, they’re bringing their Bibles. Help them 
download the app. Do it in class time.

Some churches make kids put their phones into a basket when they come into class. That sends a message:  
I don’t trust you. You need to trust the kids and teach them to use the tools that are going to be at their disposal 
for their whole life. 

It’s a little disconcerting for teachers who aren’t used to it. But give it a try, and you’ll see kids excited to open 
God’s Word.



Lisa
PURSUING BEYOND THE SHADOW OF A DOUBT
In my first role as a children’s pastor, I wrote children’s curriculum to go along with a special series that our 
whole church was doing together. During that time, I felt a tug in my heart to pursue writing curriculum for 
Gospel Light, so I applied for the job. The pastors at my church gave their blessing but there was a mix-up 
during my reference checks. One pastor thought he was marking positives and accidentally marked negatives 
instead. I didn’t get hired.

Beyond the shadow of a doubt, I knew I was supposed to be there. So I contacted Gospel Light again and 
asked, “What other positions do you have?”

I took a sales job because I wanted in the door. Eventually, two more job openings came up—one in district 
sales and another in editorial. Around that time, my mom wanted to make a career change that fit her calling. I 
said, “Hey mom, how about I take editorial and you take sales?” And we did.

Recently, I helped to adapt Gospel Light curriculum for digital delivery through Disciplr.

HELPING A FRIGHTENED BOY FIND COURAGE
Now I’m the children’s pastor of a new church plant in Los Angeles, near downtown. The community includes 
two extremes—a lot of hipsters and also a lot of gang activity.

Last year I had boy in my class who was 10 years old. He usually had a huge smile on his face—a happy kid, 
super-excited to be at church. But on one particular Sunday, he was really quiet and shaken up a bit.

His grandpa came by at the end of class and explained that there had been a drive-by shooting outside the 
barbershop, just after the boy had gotten a haircut. A bullet barely missed him.

The lesson that Sunday was about Joshua, with the verse about being strong and courageous. It made a real 
connection with the boy. Scary stuff happens, but God is with always us. 

SEEING A KID GET THE MESSAGE
I love the moment when you can see that the kids have really caught it. They start putting what you’ve been 
teaching them about God into their own words. I live for that.

Not long ago, I was teaching a lesson, and we had done an opening activity. Then we had snack and played  
a game before the Bible story. Everything followed with a central theme we were teaching that day. 

Suddenly, one kid put both hands up in the air, smacked his head in a funny way, and called out: “I get it. 
Everything goes together!” 

If you have kids who are bringing their  
phones, they’re bringing their Bibles.

DCC.is/Disciplr
Check out 10 questions to define  

success in your kids’ ministry.

https://disciplr.com/10-questions-to-define-success-in-your-kids-ministry/


In his book, This Invitational Life, teaching pastor Steve Carter emphasizes the art of relationships—
especially the gift of being invited into the lives of others and, in turn, inviting them into life with God. 

Steve offers that gift to the reader with an invitation into his personal story, while making a case to 
redeem how we talk about the “good news.” The result is a pastoral memoir shaped by his journey 
to find the biological father he never knew and introduce as many people as possible to the heavenly 
Father whose heart beats with unconditional love for humanity. 
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 “I don’t remember or really know much about Chuck beyond 
a few pictures that could easily have earned him a spot in the 
Mustache Hall of Fame,” writes Steve Carter.

Steve was only two years old when Chuck, his biological 
father, walked into his room, kissed him on the forehead, and 
never came back. Steve never saw him again—never got to say 
goodbye until he was standing in a cemetery, reading the name 
engraved in granite.

A number of years later, Steve received an email from Chuck’s 
widow. She wrote: “I came across one of your teachings. When 
I saw your picture and heard your voice, you looked and 
sounded just like your dad, and I had to get in touch with you.”

That began an email exchange and provided an opportunity 
for Steve to ask questions he’d been carrying for years. One ques-
tion revealed Steve’s longing for a relationship with the father he’d 
never known. Another expressed the hope that some way, some-
how, Chuck might have come to know the Father in Heaven 
whose unconditional love had radically transformed Steve’s life. 

DID HE EVER THINK ABOUT ME,  
EVER TALK ABOUT ME?
“I had a box with some pictures of Chuck, little knick knacks of 
his, and a couple cards he sent me,” Steve says. He had always 
wanted to know more, but he thought, If I look for Chuck, how 
will my stepdad take that?

In junior high school, Steve played basketball, thinking, 
Somehow maybe he’ll see me and want to be in a relationship with 
me. That didn’t happen.

But in seventh grade, something life-changing did happen. 
Two high school juniors who were the superstars of the school 
asked, “Hey, Carter, do you want to learn how to dominate life?”

And so began Steve’s first encounter with he calls “this invi-
tational life.” 

“Over the next few years, these two guys took me under their 
wings. They took a genuine interest in me, asking me questions 
and teaching me how to live. They invited me to play basketball 
and were the first to ever invite me to church.”

Within a few months, Steve became a follower of Christ. But 
he struggled in his relationship with God the Father. 

“Anytime you have an experience of abandonment or neglect 
by a parental figure, especially a father, it raises some really big 
questions when you start hearing about a God who is a Father. 
I had to really wrestle with that. Do I trust that this God is with 
me and for me?”

Finding the Father  
I Never Knew



Steve just couldn’t make sense of a God who would want to 
be close to him without requiring some kind of achievement 
to attract attention and love. “I thought it was contingent on 
me, not on the power of God’s love, the power of his grace, the 
power of his pursuit.” 

The quest to know God led Steve to ask Chuck’s widow 
another very important question.

DID HE HAVE ANY FAITH  
STORY AT ALL? 
Shortly after Steve got married, he hired a private investigator 
to find Chuck. Steve and his wife planned a trip across the 
country to visit the address that had been found. But a few 
days before departure, they got the news: Chuck had died of a 
massive heart attack two years earlier. “Talk about a kick to the 
gut. I didn’t see that coming.”

They made the trip anyway. Steve showed up at the house 
and knocked on the door, but nobody answered. So he headed 
to the cemetery. When he found the headstone at Chuck’s 
grave, he got out a video camera and recorded the conversation 
he’d always wanted to have with his father. 

“That moment felt profoundly holy. I don’t ever remember 
seeing this guy or talking to him, but there I was, having a 
conversation with him about forgiveness and about who I am. 
I began surrendering all of the identity stuff I had spent my life 
trying to work out.” 

Making that video at the gravesite was “unlocking,” Steve 
says. He began to “see the sacred beauty of how much grace 
covers.” He began to believe: God is with me and for me.

But he still didn’t know whether or not his dad had any faith 
story. Did he ever find God? The question points to the truth 
that there are Chucks all around us, Steve writes in his book. 
Every one of them is “just one prayer away from joining God’s 
radically all-inclusive community.” If only someone would 
invite them.

“I never feel closer to God than when I’m hearing the prompt-
ing of the Holy Spirit and having to take that step—risking and 
watching how God is stirring the redemptive potential.” 

Steve is grateful for the two guys who took that risk for him. 
And the question about Chuck’s faith story lingers in the appeal 
Steve makes to the church today: “Will we live, show up, relate, 
and risk it all?” 

The answer is waiting to be discovered and lived through This 
Invitational Life. 

Finding the Father  
I Never Knew

Do I trust that 
      this God is with 
  me and for me?
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THIS INVITATIONAL LIFE
Will you risk yourself to align with God’s 
heartbeat for humanity?

Steve Carter  This Invitational Life is my attempt 
to redeem the least sexy word in all of Christendom: 
evangelism. It’s a word that has been hijacked, 
misunderstood, and misused. In the wake of the 
breakdown, there are generations of people who have 
silenced their redemption stories. We have stayed long 
enough at this mountain.

Your entire life is about loving people well. Relationships 
that practice God’s love with one another are the only 
thing you can bring with you into the next life. So you’ll 
either risk all you have to align yourself with God’s 
heartbeat for humanity or stay put, building a city miles 
away from the land of promise. It’s your choice.

But before you choose, let’s have an honest conversation 
about evangelism. What once meant “good news” now 
has been corrupted to be more about judging others 
than anything else. One of the primary ways evangelism 
is understood is in eschatological terms, which is just a 
fancy way of unpacking how things will end. When we 
understand evangelism in this way, it puts the emphasis 
on what happens when we die. It leads us to ask people 
we’ve never met before and with whom we have no 
relationship questions like, “If your life were to come to an 
end today, do you know where you would go?”

The foundation of eschatological evangelism looks like this:

• Sin 
• Death 
• Cross 
• Fact 
• Black and white 

• Arrival in heaven 
• Avoidance of the negative 
• Dodging hell 
• Fear 
• Holy Bible

Good-hearted, well-intentioned Christ followers know that 
life on Earth is fleeting and fragile and will end. The urgent 
focus becomes helping people surrender their sins to the 
cross before that day comes. It’s pretty black and white. 
You’re either in or out. The motivation for introducing 
people to Jesus is to save them from an eternity spent 
burning in hell. This version of evangelism is entirely 

will we live, 
 show up,  
     relate and  
  risk it all?
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focused on “saving” as many souls as possible by 
creating a fear of hell and offering Jesus as the ticket out.

At best, this is the beginning step to growing into a 
relationship with Christ. At worst, it’s simply fire insurance.

The problem is that people started going to low-income 
neighborhoods to evangelize by setting up a stage, 
playing a few worship songs, and sharing a message 
about sin, fire and brimstone, and the need for a savior. 
People would raise their hands, the pastor would say 
a dramatic prayer, and then the team would pack up, 
leaving these new followers of Jesus to figure things out 
on their own while the evangelists drove home fired up by 
their good work.

It isn’t hard to see why this approach to evangelism would 
make some begin to feel burned out, since relationship 
wasn’t part of the equation. Has there ever been a time 
when you’ve encountered this kind of outreach? Or 
perhaps at some point in your history, you’ve been the one 
pointing out someone’s brokenness without consistently 
walking alongside as that person heals. What would it look 
like to do things differently now?

People began questioning whether this strategy of pushing 
into a community, announcing what was wrong, offering 
Jesus as the solution, and then packing up and leaving 
was actually helping. Sure, eternal salvation was crucial, 
but did that mean that life before death was meaningless? 
In this life, there were kids who needed mentors and 
parents who needed help developing job skills. There were 
disadvantages and a lack of consistent advocacy.

So the conversation of evangelism began to move from 
eschatology to ethics. A brand-new generation rose up 
determined to fix things. End poverty. End sex trafficking. 
End anything that was wrong, broken, or unjust. It was 
beautiful. Underneath this desire to evangelize through 
ethics was a plethora of presuppositions built upon

• Life 
• Grace 
• Resurrection 
• Story 
• Affirming the positive 

•  Living the kingdom  
of heaven

• Love 
• The Holy Spirit

Good-hearted, well-intentioned Christ followers know 
that we’ll all die and that we must work against any form 
of oppression or injustice that interrupts God’s original 
good intent. The message of ethical evangelism is based 
primarily on love and grace. Those advocating this 
approach affirm the positive in others, telling them they 
were meant for so much more and inviting them to live 
out the kingdom of heaven empowered by the Holy Spirit.

One side is all about proclaiming. The other is all about 
demonstrating. The proclaimers focus primarily on fall 
and redemption while the demonstrators focus primarily 
on creation and restoration.

The proclaimers think the demonstrators who want to 
end the evils in this world are afraid to talk about sin. The 
demonstrators think the proclaimers who want to know 
where people will go when they die don’t understand that 
we’re called to live the gospel rather than just preach it.

So the proclaimers get louder. 

And the demonstrators get quieter. 

But the truth is, both are only half stories.1

We need a return to telling and living the entire 
story of ...

CREATION.  
FALL.  
STRUGGLE.  
REDEMPTION.  
RESTORATION.
We need to find a better way to tell the whole story—a 
story that shows we’re not afraid to talk about sin, the 
cross, grace, and resurrection. It’s time to redeem the 
way we talk about the good news. 

Excerpt from This Invitational Life: Risking Yourself to Align with God’s Heartbeat for Humanity 
© 2016 by Stephen Carter

1.  Gabe Lyons, The Next Christians: How a New Generation Is Restoring the Faith (New York: 
Doubleday, 2010), 51–54. 



Resourceful Magazine  |  30  |  DavidCCook.org

WORSHIP

Sound Check  
Your Attitude
Kurtis Parks understands the realities of leading worship.  
And it’s not about us. It’s about the Body of Christ. 

Kurtis Parks  One thing I consistently hear in my conversations with other worship 
leaders is that a disconnect exists in their relationship with their lead pastor. Many wor-
ship leaders have been in situations where they experience constant fear that their pastor 
is disapproving and always second-guessing their leadership. I know I’ve battled not 
having the complete approval and affirmation of a pastor or two throughout the years. 
I also am willing to admit that I’ve had moments when I thought my ideas were way 
better than those of the lead pastor. 

Whatever struggles you may have with your leadership, you have to realize that they 
are your leaders and God has placed you in that situation with that leader because He 
believes it’s the right combination. I love the saying “Wherever you are, that’s where 
God has you!” He doesn’t make mistakes, and He doesn’t put us in the wrong places 
with the wrong people. 

As worship leaders, we need to have the ability to be led as much as having the ability 
to lead others. We all must submit to our lead pastors’ leadership, just as the lead pastors 
are submitting to Christ’s leadership. 

I’m incredibly grateful to serve under the leadership at National Community 
Church. I get to carry out the unique vision for worship that God has placed in my 

SONGS WE LOVE 32 

Hosanna’s  
Harvest of Praise

THE THRONE OF GRACE 34  

In Tune



heart, but always in tandem with the overall vision at NCC. 
We have a group of core values that our worship team always 
falls in line with. 

One of the most disarming questions Pastor Mark 
Batterson first asked me in my initial job interview was 
“How can NCC play a part in what God has called you to?” 
Most of my interactions with other leaders have been the 
exact opposite: “How can you play a part in what we are 
doing?” I knew in that moment in my interview that NCC 
was a church I wanted to be a part of and that Pastor Mark 
was a leader I wanted to follow. 

These days, I have a monthly touch point with Pastor Mark. 
We chat about what’s going right and what needs to change. 
We celebrate victories and discuss growth opportunities. He 
challenges me to be a better leader, and according to him, I 
challenge him to be a better worshipper. I love what Proverbs 
27:17 says: “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens 
another.” I know that the pastors at NCC and our worship 
leaders are all on the same side, and we actually have the same 
goal for worship every weekend—to see people encounter the 
presence of God. 

BE ASSURED OF YOUR WORTH
One way the enemy can distort our perception is when our 
hunger for affirmation goes unfed. Sometimes, there are weeks 
that go by when I don’t have the chance to meet with my pas-
tor, and I can quickly start to question my role and my worth. 
I start to think, Why didn’t he come up and say how awesome 
worship was this morning? Why didn’t I get a text telling me how 
great the new song we wrote went over? 

We always assume the worst, don’t we? At our last City 
Fathers Conference, I heard Dr. David Anderson, a pastor from 
Baltimore, use the phrase “Distance demonizes.” You see, we 
always fill the gaps of time and space with the worst thoughts—
about others and about ourselves—instead of assuming the 
best. Insecurity settles in, and we allow the lies of the enemy 
to be the loudest voice in the room and in our heads. I’ve seen 
countless worship leaders, myself at the top of the list, strug-
gle with identity crisis. In those moments of questioning my 
worth, my wife reminds me, “Babe, if our pastor didn’t believe 
in you, he wouldn’t have you as the worship leader.” 

Self-doubt sucks. Seriously, it can suck the life right out of 
you. There were many years when I found my identity in my 
gift rather than in the Giver, and consequently, I had to fight 
through those years of seeking endless affirmation. The fact is, 

I had it all along. I love what my worship brother Chris Kim 
told me during a coffee meeting we had a while back: “We lead 
from acceptance, not for acceptance.” 

BE ASSURED OF YOUR ROLE
Get on the same page as your pastors. Don’t seek affirmation 
from them, but find it in God. That will allow you to serve your 
church in the best way. Look for ways to honor your pastors, 
and always lead from humility. If there’s a problem, deal with 
it. Don’t let it simmer. I often find that worship leaders and pas-
tors are under the biggest attack from Satan. They’re also under 
the biggest microscope. That’s because the worship leader and 
lead pastor are the ones in front of the congregation, and on the 
platform, every weekend. They are the two most visible roles in 
99 percent of churches. 

We carry targets on our backs, don’t we? If the enemy can 
take out a pastor or a worship leader, then he has a chance to 
take out the church. We can’t afford an ounce of division in our 
relationships with our pastors. 

At the end of the day, if we can’t be led, we can’t be used. 
Our team motto is “Only Servants” this year, rooted in 1 
Corinthians 4:1. The term “servant” refers to the under-row-
ers in the hull of a ship. Think about if those oarsmen didn’t 
take leadership from their captain and everyone just rowed 
in whatever direction and at whatever pace they felt like. The 
ship would go in circles! It’s much like if a band of musicians 
were all playing off whatever chord chart they felt like bring-
ing to a rehearsal—the result would be awful. But when we 
allow ourselves to be led, and we all work for the same goal, 
the ship can move and the music will be a “sweet sound” to 
God’s ear. Think of your lead pastor as a captain and Jesus as 
the general. Never forget that the church is not your audience 
but His bride! 
Excerpt from Sound Check: How Worship Teams Can Pursue Authenticity, Excellence, and Purpose 
© 2016 by Kurtis Parks

Scripture quotation marked ESV is taken from ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Insecurity settles in, and we allow the lies 
of the enemy to be the loudest voice in 
the room and in our heads.



W O R S H I P

 How can we harvest today’s worship songs and share them 
with people around the globe?

The visionaries who asked that question also answered it by 
creating live recordings in local churches and delivering them 
directly to worshippers. Not through a retail store, and not on 
the Internet—because this was 1985. That year, the Hosanna! 
Music Club was born as a bi-monthly mail-order subscription 
service. Initially, recordings were issued on cassette tapes, then 
eventually CDs. 

Cofounder Ed Lindquist recalled an early concern that the 
club would run out of songs. That never happened because 

“there were songwriters all over the country and all over the 
world, but there was no outlet for them.” 

“We just started to share with people and try to minister 
to them about praise and worship,” said another cofounder 
Mike Coleman, reflecting on the history of Hosanna! “We 
believe that Psalm 22 is true, that God inhabits the praises of 
his people.”

Today, three decades later, the original vision still inspires 
Ryan Dunham, president of Integrity Music. “The big take-
away for me is that it started out of a vision for people to expe-
rience the manifest presence of God. Not out of a business 

Songs We Love:  
Hosanna’s Harvest of Praise
Looking back over the course of thirty years, Integrity Music celebrates songs we love to sing, thanks to 
the legacy of Hosanna! Music. 
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1989
Integrity releases the album Shine Jesus 
Shine, with worship leader Graham 
Kendrick, introducing the title song to 
churches around the globe.

1970s
On-the-go music options increased as cassette players 
became common in cars. Sony introduces the Walkman, 
a personal stereo cassette tape deck. Boom boxes 
become popular, especially in hip-hop music culture. 

1960s
Compact cassettes and players make 
music recordings conveniently portable 
for the first time. New Ford car models 
featured 8-track tape players.

1980s
Compact discs and players 
hit the market. Album sales 
on compact cassettes exceed 
vinyl records, and before the 
end of the decade, so do CDs. 
With the rise of computers, the 
MP3 format is born.

1985
The Hosanna! Music continuity club begins 
in its earliest phase under the auspices of a 
non-denominational magazine.

1986
The seminal, platinum-selling 
Hosanna! album Give Thanks 
releases, featuring worship 
leader Don Moen.

1987
Integrity Music officially launches as a 
recording and publishing label home for 
the Hosanna! Music imprint. 

1990s
Portable CD players gain popularity 
because of anti-skip technology. 
Personal MP3 players hit the 
market. Samsung introduces the 
first built-in MP3 player in a mobile 
phone. Napster launched online 
peer-to-peer music sharing.

1992
Integrity releases the landmark album, 
Lift Him Up, with worship leader Ron 
Kenoly, featuring the classic title track 
and “Ancient of Days.” 



model. Not as a record company. Not as a song publisher. It 
began with a handful of people who were extremely passionate 
about capturing and sharing live worship music.”

Hosanna! songs caught on as advances in audio technology 
made music more accessible, portable, and personal than ever 
before. And, as has often been said, that which is most personal 
is most universal. 

The Hosanna! Music label and publishing imprint would grow 
to become a worldwide ministry and the cornerstone of Integrity 
Music, releasing more than 200 live and studio recordings.

Of course, a lot has changed since 1985. But the most 
important thing remains the same. The founders’ original ques-
tion still drives the vision to help people worldwide experience 
the manifest presence of God through an ever-new, ever-grow-
ing collection of worship resources. 
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1999
Integrity releases the album Above All 
with worship leader Lenny LeBlanc. The 
title track, written by Lenny and Paul 
Baloche, was later recorded by Michael 
W. Smith and won a Dove Award for 
Inspirational Recorded Song of the Year.

2006
Integrity releases the album 
Living For You with Gateway 
Church, featuring the Dove 
Award-winning “Revelation 
Song” penned by Jennie Lee 
Riddle and sung by Kari Jobe.  

2015
After 30 years, the 
legacy of Hosanna! 
Music remains a 
strong influence in 
church worship today.

1996
Integrity releases Shout to the Lord 
with worship leader Darlene Zschech 
from Sydney, Australia’s Hillsong 
Church—a groundbreaking project for 
the label’s first female worship leader.

1998
Integrity releases First Love  
with worship leader Paul Baloche, 
who continues recording with  
the label for nearly 30 years  
and counting. 

2000s
Apple introduces the iPod with the 
promise of “1,000 songs in your 
pocket” and opens the iTunes music 
store. Online music streaming emerges 
with services such as Pandora Radio 
and Spotify. SoundCloud becomes the 
first social network for musicians.

2001
Integrity introduces the genre-bending 
sound of Israel and New Breed with the 
Hosanna! Music album New Season.

2012
Integrity Music celebrates its  
25th anniversary by releasing  
25 Songs That Changed the Way 
We Worship, a box set featuring 
Hosanna! favorites, and re-releasing 
several top Hosanna albums.2007

Integrity receives its first GRAMMY 
Award for the Hosanna! Music album 
Alive in South Africa featuring Israel 
and New Breed.

2008
Integrity releases New Life Worship’s 
album Counting On God, featuring 
songs such as the title track, “Yahweh,” 
“Overcome” and “Glorified” that go on to 
become worship standards.



PLAYLIST ON THE THRONE
Desperation Band

WIDE OPEN SPACE
Life Worship

SHOULD HAVE BEEN MINE
Seth & Nirva

4

5

6

HOLY
Life Worship 

YOU HOLD IT ALL
Travis Ryan

LIFT MY EYES
All About Worship featuring Alisa Turner

1

2

3

DCC.is/InTune
Stream the playlist of songs—and maybe even select a 
few for upcoming church services.

DCC.is/Worship
Enjoy a free download of “Lift My Eyes” from All About 
Worship featuring Alisa Turner.  SUBSCRIBERS ONLY
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http://davidccook.com/resourceful/
https://open.spotify.com/user/integrity_music/playlist/3zvKQu71JUuuBwWFro4rQU


REFLECTION
What are some needs you are lifting up to God in prayer right now? 
Describe how you feel about approaching God’s throne of grace. 
How do you experience God’s love through your prayers to Him?

Let us then with confidence  
draw near to the throne of grace,  

that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. 

HEBREWS 4:16

Warren W. Wiersbe  When we pray, we come to a “throne 
of grace” (Heb. 4:16), so let’s consider the significance of this 
familiar image.

A throne speaks of authority, and grace speaks of 
generosity. On the throne is a King before 
whom we bow, but because He is a 
gracious King, we can speak freely 
to Him and reach out our 
hands of faith to receive His 
gifts. A throne represents 
law and truth, and our 
God knows all about 
us and could judge us. 
But grace speaks of 
God’s love, and that 
love never changes. 
In His grace, God 
gives us what we 
could never deserve, 
and in His mercy 
God doesn’t give us 
what we do deserve. 
What a throne!

Authority and generosity; 
law and grace; grace and truth; 
mercy and truth. Is this concept a 
paradox, an oxymoron, an impossible 
contradiction?

Yes and no, and because of this seeming contra-
diction, our coming to the throne of grace is a challenge to 
our faith and our feelings. When we pray, we must balance in 
our hearts the awesomeness of God’s divine authority and the 
blessedness of His bountiful grace. “Serve the LORD with fear 
and celebrate his rule with trembling” (Ps. 2:11). Ponder that.

There are, however, no contradictions at the throne of grace. 
Why? Because on that throne, grace is reigning through righ-
teousness (Rom. 5:21). The sacrificial death of Jesus on the 

cross has satisfied the just demands of God’s holy 
law. Sin and death are still reigning in this 

world (Rom. 5:14, 17, 21), but God’s 
grace is also reigning from the 

throne, and we can “reign in 
life” through Christ (Rom. 

5:17). “For the law was 
given through Moses; 

grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ” 
(John 1:17).

When we pray 
in the Spirit, we 
are actively sharing 
“the throne rights” 
of the Savior. We 

come in His name, 
which means with His 

authority, asking what 
He would ask. Because of 

this privilege, we can come 
with boldness and freedom of 

speech, speaking to the Father just 
as Jesus spoke to Him when He was min-

istering on earth.
That is why the apparent paradox works. We “celebrate his 

rule with trembling” because we tremble before the throne and 
yet rejoice at God’s grace. 
Excerpt by Warren W. Wiersbe from Prayer 101: Experiencing the Heart of God © 2006, 2016.

Approaching the  
Throne of Grace

W O R S H I P
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HEART 
& HOME

Discovering Your Own 
Kind of Natural as a Mom
What if we moms are just like trees: 100 percent natural and yet 
diverse in our beauty?

Hettie Brittz  Motherhood has a way of bringing us to our knees, doesn’t it? When 
we’re desperate, we run to God. We all become more natural when we have God’s help, 
but He doesn’t seem to give us all the same guidance about our children. Why not?

To begin with, we don’t ask the same questions. The places where her makeup melts 
and she can’t pretend she’s coping are unique to every mom. One mom might hear God 
say she should stop doing the very thing He told me to start doing! We both hear God. 
He seems to have more than one parenting book at hand to meet the needs of more 
than one kind of parent. If we are to give godly advice to fellow mothers, we may want 
to remember how God does it and put away our “One Way” guides.

Consider a few great mothers I know. One had her first baby at twenty and feels 
she could have started even earlier; another had her first baby at thirty-four and is 
still coming to terms with the loss of her youth. The third mom has four children and 
would easily raise seven, while the fourth feels that her household crossed the line 
from home to zoo once baby number three arrived. These moms are different in every 
other way: hair color, type of intelligence, favorite comfort food, amount of makeup 
applied when camping. How could they possibly be expected to embrace the same 
mothering style? 

My fellow mothers, lined up in my mind like this, are similar to the trees planted 
in my backyard. They are each beautiful in their own right. They bloom differently. 

NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH 39

Go Big and  
Go Home



Some are stronger on the foliage side than on the flowering 
side. Some are fruit bearing, and others are fairly bare for most 
of the year. My family planted each one for a different reason: 
some for shade, some to be a barrier between us and the neigh-
bors, some to be colorful in spring and others to brighten up 
fall. If we were to remove any one of them, there would be a 
gaping hole in a really well-balanced garden. 

Could God be gardening in the same way? What if we moms 
are just like trees: 100 percent natural and yet diverse in our 
beauty? I have believed this to be true for a long time, and I 
have studied these differences. The day after the honest ther-
apist confronted me with the truth about the clash between 
my nature and my daughter’s, I started reading stacks of books 
about personality styles and temperament. The uncomfortable 
feeling of being labeled could not outweigh the relief I felt to 
learn something new about myself. I was not the only one who 
did things this way, cried about those things, and found cer-
tain activities utterly unfulfilling. I was normal! But the labels 
used to describe my personality type in these books irked me. I 
didn’t want to be named after bodily fluids or animals. But then 
again, these books do accurately point out that my type tends 
to be easily offended and critical. 

The word temperament literally means “mixture.” We are 
blends of traits and genes. Our blood types are fixed, and so 
are our genetic makeups. The complexity of the human genetic 
code is such a miraculous design that it has turned atheists into 
believers. Our DNA, when assigned notes, plays music so beau-
tiful that Beethoven and Bach would stand to applaud.

Scientists now know for a fact that there are chemical dif-
ferences between those who exhibit contrasting temperament 
types, and some have proved it by predicting temperament 
based on the delicate relationships of neurotransmitters such as 
norepinephrine, serotonin, dopamine, and histamine. Perhaps 
one day blood tests will be more accurate than personality pro-
files! Physical design plays into and affects one’s soul as well. 
If our bodies, which turn to dust after just a few years, are 
designed with such care, how can we doubt that our eternal 
souls were made with the full creative force of our Creator?

In Psalm 139, David sings about both body and soul. His 
bones and woven flesh are not the only things God made mar-
velously well. God also paid attention to his thoughts, words, 
and will—the three things animals don’t have, the elements 
that make a human soul. He ends with the reason for God’s 
attention to these details: that He has David’s life planned out. 

What’s Your Parenting Profile?
In (un)Natural Mom, a new book by Hettie Britz, you’ll find out how to 
determine your parenting temperament so you can fully embrace God’s 
design for you as a mom. 

The Tall Trees Parenting Profile (T2P2) is a free and private online tool 
created just for this purpose. Your profile test will identify your unique 
tree type and show you the result of your three-dimensional mothering 
style (your Nurture Profile, Discipline Profile, and Mentor Profile). The 
T2P2 is also suited to dads, grandparents, and caregivers.

DCC.is/HeartHome
Take the Tall Trees 

Parenting Profile by 
clicking the (un)Natural 

Mom menu tab.

My fellow mothers, lined up in my mind like this,  
are similar to the trees planted in my backyard.

http://www.talltreestraining.com


Our diverse temperaments 
sing different songs to Him. 

God has done the same for us.

You know exactly how I was made, bit by bit,  
how I was sculpted from nothing into something. 
Like an open book, you watched me grow from conception to birth;  
all the stages of my life were spread out before you,  
The days of my life all prepared before I’d even lived one day. (vv. 15–16)

In the first chapter of his letter to the Ephesians, Paul talks in language reflective of 
two life arenas: architecture and family. Before God laid the earth’s foundations, He 
had blueprints mapped out. He took great joy in all this planning because He had 
glory to reveal and wanted to do it through mere people like you and me. And He 
wanted to reveal it in the context of family: Father and beloved Son; Father and count-
less adopted children. His plans included a strategy for our wholeness and holiness. He 
would make us by design, save us though the death of His Son, and give us an identity 
in Christ, which would come to its full meaning in a family.

It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we 
first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for 
glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything and everyone.

It’s in Christ that you, once you heard the truth and believed it (this Message 
of your salvation), found yourselves home free—signed, sealed, and delivered by 
the Holy Spirit. This signet from God is the first installment on what’s coming, a 
reminder that we’ll get everything God has planned for us, a praising and glorious 
life. (Eph. 1:11–14)

Each of us is made to praise God and to bring Him glory. Our diverse tempera-
ments sing different songs to Him. Our lives—and our mothering styles—show dif-
ferent aspects of His glory. What needs to be worked out of us is effectively worked 
out by the dynamics and challenges of family life and by the work of God’s Spirit.

I can’t be like you; you can’t be like me. Nor should we try to be. We must embrace 
our temperament along with every other gift God has given us and invite Christ to 
use it all toward a “praising and glorious life.” 
Excerpt from (un)Natural Mom: Why You Are the Perfect Mom for Your Kids © 2016 by Hettie Brittz

Scripture quotations are taken from THE MESSAGE. Copyright © by Eugene H. Peterson 1993, 2002. Used by permission of NavPress. 
All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.
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God’s Blessings for Baby
Looking for a gift to encourage a new mom and 
dad? This beautifully illustrated book of God’s 
blessings and accompanying music CD offers 
inspiration—milestone by milestone—through their 
baby’s first year. 



H E A R T  &  H O M E

 I could hardly believe it when I opened the door to find a 
familiar face: a beagle named Miles. He stood there with Gwen 
and her two kids on the front porch. 

Miles was supposed to be inside with us, but he had escaped 
from the chaos of neighbor kids gathered in the backyard of the 
host family. He ran straight for Gwen’s house a few blocks away. 
You could say that Gwen was bringing the dog back where he 
belonged. Or maybe Miles was a missionary to bring Gwen and 
her kids to us. 

God had put it on my heart to invite them to our neighbor-
hood version of VBS. But I let the busyness of planning, and 
my own apprehension, keep me from reaching out.

Now she was on the doorstep. As I invited Gwen and her 
kids inside, we struck up a conversation. She told me and the 
host mom how she was going through a difficult time. Later 

I understood that she would be unlikely to walk through the 
door of a church. But a neighbor’s home? She felt comfortable 
enough to come in. 

And I realized that this moment is exactly why I’m so pas-
sionate about Backyard Bible Camp as an alternative to tradi-
tional VBS programs at church.  

INSIDE, LOOKING OUT
I always thought of VBS as an opportunity for kids who don’t 
normally go to church to find out who God is and build rela-
tionships with Christians. So when I became a children’s minis-
try director, I couldn’t wait to start planning for VBS. 

Like most churches, we hosted VBS in our building. As the 
week approached, we had so many kids signed up that we had 

Go
Big

Almost anyone who grew up in church has memories of Vacation Bible School. Maybe 
about the crafts, songs, or snacks. Or about spending the week with childhood friends.

Well, what if all that could happen in your own backyard? And what if it could reach 
neighbors who aren’t ready or willing to set foot in a church? 

Laura Haas, a children’s ministry director in California, tells how her church began 
building year-round relationships with neighbor families, starting with home-style VBS.

& Go
Home

Backyard Bible Campers in 
Newark, California



They discovered that the story wasn’t just 
for the people who went to services in the 
building down the street on Sundays.

to create a waiting list. I was thrilled to think of all of the chil-
dren who might meet Jesus for the very first time.

But by the end of the first day of VBS, I noticed who was 
really attending—church kids. Many went to three or four dif-
ferent VBS programs over the summer. 

My heart sank. I knew how important it was for every child 
to hear the gospel, including those who went to church every 
Sunday. But something inside me longed for our VBS to reach 
outside the walls of our church. I wondered, What about the 
kids who haven’t heard about Jesus? Who’s going to tell them?

BACKYARD BIBLE CAMPS
The next year, I attended a conference 
along with some of my children’s min-
istry staff and volunteers. A repre-
sentative from David C Cook pre-
sented a new VBS curriculum, 
Go Big. He shared the idea of 
Backyard Bible Camps—a 
neighborhood version of 
VBS, hosted in homes instead 
of at the church.

I’ll never forget what he said 
to us: I’m not telling all of you to 
close your church doors and go out 
into the community. Well, maybe I 
am. He smiled. It was as if he knew 
all of my anxious thoughts over the past 
year’s VBS.

I left the conference inspired to take the Word 
of God to the kids who most needed to hear it. As a staff, 
we decided to take the plunge, and we started planning what we 
called Go Big and Go Home.

LOVING OUR NEIGHBORS
We had a lot to learn about planning a VBS program that 
would work in backyards, parks, and living rooms. Thankfully, 
the Go Big VBS curriculum made it easy. I’ve used many kinds 
of curriculum where I’ve needed to come up with a lot of my 
own plans to supplement the lessons. But Go Big came with 
great ideas for activities and lessons. We didn’t need to add or 
subtract anything.

I was nervous about recruiting volunteers and hosts. I thought 
these camps would require more volunteers and that no one 

would be willing to open their home to up to twenty kids for 
a week. But God was faithful in bringing me wonderful part-
ners who were gracious enough to offer up their homes and their 
time. And it turned out that we didn’t need any more volunteers 
than traditional VBS at the church. The kid-to-adult ratio was 
the same either way.

After weeks of planning and praying, we were ready. We 
asked families in the church to invite friends and neighbors and 
post signs and flyers. And guess what happened? We attracted 
kids we had never seen before. Almost all of them came because 
of a personal invitation by a Christian child or parent.

My heart burst with joy as I watched VBS leaders 
share God’s story with these kids. I watched 

the kids blossom in their understanding 
of God and his love for them. They 

learned that God’s story is real 
and alive, and they are part of it. 

Right there in their everyday 
life God’s story collided with 
theirs. And it wasn’t just for 
the people who went to ser-
vices in the building down 
the street on Sundays.

SMALL GROUPS, 
BIG CHANGES

As kids arrived at camp, we dedi-
cated a few volunteers to greeting par-

ents and getting to know them. We saw this 
as a tremendous opportunity for family outreach, 

building relationships with the parents who brought their 
kids every day.

With the kids, we still enjoyed some of the fun activities of a 
traditional week of VBS. For example, we had story time, games, 
and even theme days like Crazy Hair Day. 

One of the best parts of the Backyard Bible Camps was the 
small groups. From the ten to twenty kids who attended each 
camp, we created small groups of no more than six. This gave 
each child the chance to share and get to know other kids and 
VBS leaders. 

I heard so many stories of transformation—stories of kids 
who were painfully shy on Monday but volunteering to read 
verses by Friday. It was something I didn’t see nearly as much 
when we had a hundred kids together at the church—because 
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when groups were larger, anxiety levels were higher. In host 
homes, kids discovered a sense of safety and comfort that 
opened the door for God to work in their hearts.

YEAR-ROUND RELATIONSHIPS
When you take VBS out of the building, it doesn’t happen with-
out people asking why. Why would you not want to have it at the 
church? Why does having VBS in a home make any difference?

When people heard the why—the potential for year-round 
relationships—it didn’t just change their perspective of VBS, it 
changed how they lived their lives.

We encourage each host to continue building relationships 
with neighborhood kids and families after the camp—praying 
for them, reaching out to them, and continuing to do life with 
them. It’s the body of Christ at work. 

We’re not just inviting these kids to our homes for an event. 
Now we’re the friendly people next door or across the street. 
We have the opportunity to ask them how things are going at 
school, to pray for them, and to remind them of Scriptures we 
studied at camp.

A lot of families in our 
area don’t attend church or 
have been “de-churched.” 
Many parents tell me they 
want their children to know 
about God, but they don’t 
feel comfortable bringing 
them to a church building. 
These camps have provided 
non-threatening, inviting 
environments where parents can bring their children to hear 
the gospel. Many of them have begun to attend church.

Even after our third summer of Backyard Bible Camps, we’re 
still explaining the why. But we’ve seen a shift in our church. 
There is less apprehension and more excitement for what God 
is doing in the neighborhoods around us. People realize this 
can’t be done within the church walls. 

That’s what I learned very quickly that first summer—
thanks to a dog we call Missionary Miles. 

Laura Haas is the children’s ministry director at Neighborhood Church in Newark, California.
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How to Host VBS at Home

Team up with someone 
in your neighborhood—
another Christian you 

know or a friend from your 
local church. Then pick a 
host house and the dates. 

Also, you can contact 
your local church and ask 
them if they would like to 

partner with you.

Write down names of 
twelve to fifteen kids or 
families that God has 
strategically placed 

in each of your lives. 
They may live in the 

neighborhood. Or they 
may be families you 

know from local schools, 
sports activities, or your 

workplace. Invite them to 
your Backyard  
Bible Camp.

Round up your supplies 
and your team. Middle 
school and high school 

students who love Jesus 
and kids are fabulous 

team members. You can 
adapt any VBS curriculum 

for home use. GoBig 
VBS curriculum includes 

everything you need.

 Pray and believe that God 
is going to do amazing 

things in the lives of 
the families that accept 
your invitation. Focus 

on forming relationships 
that will outlast the 

VBS experience. Many 
times, even those who 
don’t accept the camp 

invitation will still seek out 
a relationship and friendly 

talks about faith. 

AND REMEMBER, WE ARE ALL A PART OF GOD’S BIG STORY. HE HAS AN AMAZING PLAN FOR YOU IN THIS TOO!
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Come Hug Jesus
When the Amigos and their friends get together every month to study The Action Bible, they embrace 
Jesus on their own terms.

 “My mind is a hundred places at once,” says Pastor Becky 
Goodman as she describes her typical Sunday to-do list. “But 
I look over, and the Amigos are there. Just present. Totally 
focused on exactly where God is taking them in their hearts.”

Their perspective changes hers in an instant.
Pastor Becky can hardly imagine the church without the 

Amigos, although finding a fit for them takes intentional effort. 
“Everybody needs to fit somewhere,” she affirms.

They’re a joyful group of men—“brothers of the heart” who 
each have Down syndrome or other intellectual disabilities. She 
met several of their friends last year when she visited the glad 
class, a community Bible study they attend at an adult family 
home nearby.

Glad stands for Growing, Loving, And Doing. It’s not just 
the name of the class, but also a description of how the Amigos 
have found their place at Leavenworth Church of the Nazarene 
in Leavenworth, Washington. 

That’s where Pastor Becky leads ministry to children and 
families. She says there’s no designated ministry for those with 
special needs like the Amigos. Instead, the church encourages 
inclusive opportunities. “Sometimes ministry isn’t really a pro-
gram, it’s the heart—how you show Jesus to others.” 

The Amigos dress up as shepherds for the annual Living 
Nativity re-enactment and set up chairs for lunchtime at the 

Christian school. Every Sunday morning, they sit together with 
a few of their glad classmates in the front row of the service, 
all smiles.

It’s no surprise that the Amigos came to mind when Pastor 
Becky was giving children copies of The Action Bible from a 
whole box of them that had been donated to the church in 
2015. “I thought, This is how you guys learn. You love movies 
and comic books.” 

A BIBLE THEY CAN UNDERSTAND
The Action Bible was such a hit with the Amigos that additional 
copies were given to their friends at the glad class. Altogether, 
the class includes eight men and two women. Anna Jean 
McDaniel and Kathy Bangsund, mothers of two of the men, 
hatched the idea and name for the class in 2011. Anna Jean 
teaches the lessons, relying on pictures and simple words. The 
Action Bible integrates easily.

Brian Owens, a caregiver for the Amigos, attends the glad 
class with them and can see why The Action Bible connects. 
“When I take them to the library, they’ll get Power Rangers or 
Batman or the latest Marvel comics. So The Action Bible is a 
format they’re very comfortable with.” 

Glad members who can read will take turns voicing parts, 
almost role-playing the characters in the Bible story. In a recent 
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GLAD class, clockwise from left: Matt, Joseph, Anna Jean, Nora, Eric, Micah, Christopher, Jennifer, Charles, Chris, and Brian.  
Class members live at adult family homes, The Dwelling Place and Cornerstone Community, in Leavenworth, Washington.



lesson on Esther, Anna Jean says, “I had two young men who 
are the best readers do the parts of King Xerxes and Haman, 
and I read the rest to carry it along.” When Haman got his 
comeuppance, the guys “whooped.”  

The ‘aha’ moment wasn’t lost on Brian: “With kids, the dif-
ference is they can grow up and read an adult Bible someday. 
But these guys and gals won’t.” The Action Bible meets them on 
their level, he says.

“I’ve been in other churches with people with disabilities. 
They’re just a part of the adult church. And I wonder, how do 
they understand? A Bible like this—whether they read on their 
own or through a class—it’s a great opportunity.”

SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN
“For a long time, my husband has felt that the church takes 
people with intellectual disabilities and gives them a pass into 
heaven,” says Anna Jean. “But they can learn, and they can 
accept Jesus, and they can participate in learning how to live 
according to what the Bible says.” 

This conviction proves true in the McDaniel family. Their son 
Micah was born with Down syndrome. Anna Jean says life “took 
a new trajectory, including teaching our little son about Jesus.”

She wrote a simple set of lessons to teach thirteen-year-old 
Micah about salvation and baptism. That was in 1996—a mile-
stone in Micah’s embrace of Jesus as savior and friend. 

Twenty years later, as part of the glad class, Micah still 
connects deeply to a literal understanding of friendship with 

Jesus—so much that pictures of the cross can bring tears to his 
eyes. It pains him to think of his friend’s suffering. Compassion 
is fully present in Micah, just like the joy Pastor Becky sees in 
the Amigos.

The same understanding of friendship draws Micah to 
pictures of Jesus with little children. Such is the kingdom of 
heaven. Anna Jean recalls one Sunday on the way home from 
Easter service when Micah said, “I want to go to heaven right 
now. Jesus will say, Micah, come hug Jesus.” 

The very thought makes his mother’s heart glad. 
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The Mystery Box of Bibles
Sometime in 2015, a box of Bibles showed up at Leavenworth Church of the Nazarene. 
They were a special kind: The Action Bible illustrated by Marvel comics artist Sergio 
Cariello. Without much attention to where the box came from, the Bibles were 
distributed to eager readers.

Recently, Pastor Becky Goodman tracked down the source of the box. The donor is an 
unassuming man who works at a machine shop not far from where he attended high 
school. He first encountered The Action Bible when it was brand new in 2010. Seeing 
the colorful illustrations and simple language, he knew this Bible would engage readers unfamiliar with God’s Word. 

Eventually, the donor began buying dozens of The Action Bible. He gives them to groups so they can study the stories 
together. When he delivers donations of The Action Bible, he drops them off and quietly slips away. To date, he has 
distributed about 800 copies of The Action Bible and several thousand booklets of The Story of Jesus excerpted from it.

Sometimes ministry isn’t really a program,  
it’s the heart—how you show Jesus to others.

Living Nativity shepherds: 
Alex and Matt.
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Never Say No  
MARK AND JAN FOREMAN 
Parents and children need to find their identity 
in Christ before they can begin healthy 
relationships. From there, parents can explore 
practical ways to encourage holistic learning 
while cultivating specific gifts, nurturing 
creativity in a media-saturated culture, and 
balancing structure with individual choice.

Speak Life
BRADY BOYD
From the example of Jesus, we learn that the 
health of a conversation is only as vibrant as the 
health of our interactions with God. Learn how 
to avoid conversational crashes by listening 
for the loving voice of God. In doing so, you’ll 
restore healthy communication in how you 
think, talk, and pray.

(un)Natural Mom
HETTIE BRITTZ
Do you feel out of place as a mom?  
As Hettie Brittz writes, “I seem to have skipped 
the moment when I was supposed to be 
endowed with mothering instincts.” But the 
mom who feels like an unnatural mother can 
discover her God-given mothering strengths 
and find joy in motherhood.

Life-giving Relationships

What is life but relationships? The way we relate to God and to others can create bonding or division, connection or 
competition. When we take redemptive risks, our relationships can reach across experiences and generations to bring 
our beliefs to life. Let these books challenge and equip you for life-giving relationships.

DCC.is/ShelfLife
Enjoy a free download of Never Say No  

by Mark and Jan Foreman. Download before 
October 31, 2016.

 SUBSCRIBERS ONLY

http://davidccook.com/resourceful/
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Union with Christ
RANKIN WILBOURNE
For the church in general as well as 
individual believers—we need to recover 
the transforming power of union with Christ. 
Nothing else holds the power to completely 
free us and transform us. Because of all the 
benefits God provides in the gospel, the 
greatest is communion with him.

This Invitational Life
STEVE CARTER
Inviting others to faith requires leaning in to your own story, 
overcoming fear, and stepping out. But the good news is 
for everyone, always. And you can help keep it going. Using 
Scripture and story, Steve Carter casts a vision for non-
threatening conversations that point people to Christ. 

Walking to Jerusalem
CHRIS HILL
Walking to Jerusalem reminds us that 
where we start does not determine where 
we end up. Each step we take is a part 
of who we will become. So travel with 
David from his Bethlehem beginnings, 
and discover with this shepherd boy that 
destiny is never just a destination. God 
uses our journey and relationships to 
shape who he has called us to be.

Understanding the Faith
JEFF MYERS
Spend just a few minutes discussing 
politics or religion and you’ll hear 
responses like, “There is no truth!” or 
“That may be true for you, but not for me.” 
Understanding the Faith prepares you to 
engage in relationships that openly explore 
hard questions about God, the Bible, good 
and evil, suffering, and more.
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LEADERSHIP

DiscipleShaping
Mentoring to strengthen marriages after the honeymoon is over.

 When my daughter announced her engagement, she asked me to serve as the pastor at 
her wedding. I was honored. Then I thought: How am I going to walk her down the aisle 
and perform the ceremony too? 

Still, I had a bigger concern. As I was preparing for the wedding ceremony, I was 
reminded of the greater need they had to prepare for marriage itself. The more import-
ant question on my mind was: When a man and woman vow to love each other faith-
fully through the joys and trials of life, how are they equipped to fulfill their promises 
to each other?

Many young couples tie the knot without knowing what they’re really getting into. 
They don’t understand God’s design for marriage. They have no clue that holiness, not 
just happiness, is one of the goals of marriage—that it’s part of the DiscipleShaping 
process toward living the full life God intends for each of us.

They’re a lot like me when I was twenty-four years old, facing big decisions about life. 
Marriage is a big one for sure—and despite being raised in the church, I really didn’t 
understand the spiritual meaning of marriage. My wife Trudy and I are grateful for men-
tors who came alongside us several years later and showed us, through God’s Word and 
by example, what our marriage could become. But who’s doing that for couples today?

THE STATE OF THE UNION
According to current research, married couples face the greatest risk of divorce during 
their first ten years of marriage. Premarital counseling is good, but it’s not enough. 

CALLING 48

Patience in  
Preparation
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So how can the Church—meaning people like you and me—
strengthen marriages after the honeymoon is over? 

Let me share a personal story that offers a few practical ideas.
During our early years of marriage, Trudy and I participated 

in a small group with other couples. We all had young kids, and 
we were as hopeful and confused as anybody in our stage of life. 
We did the best we could.

By comparison with our group, Trudy and I thought we were 
doing pretty well. But we weren’t really living the full life God 
intended for us. Because, for all the good times we enjoyed with 
our group, none of us could share the wisdom that comes with 
having already lived through this season of life. 

It wasn’t until Trudy and I found mentors older than us, 
whose kids were raised and out of the nest, that we received wise 
counsel. I wish we’d gotten in it sooner. Speaking for myself, I 
was missing an awful lot about how to be a good husband and 
father, and I didn’t even know it. 

When it comes to DiscipleShaping, groups and mentors play 
different roles. Peer groups are valuable for relationships and 
spiritual growth. But marriage mentors with more experience 
are uniquely equipped to help a young couple learn what it 
takes to make it to the ten-year mark and beyond. 

THE COMMITMENT OF A LIFETIME
Having been blessed by the counsel of others, my relationship 
with Trudy deepened and matured. We began serving as mar-
riage mentors to engaged and newly married couples. We wanted 
them to understand the spiritual significance of marriage and 
opportunity it provides to grow in Christlike character. 

As our springboard for marriage mentoring, our local church 
provided training, along with tools such as personality pro-
files and discussion questions. Trudy and I would try to model 
what we had learned over the years as we took God at his Word 

and applied it to our lives. We never claimed to have all the 
answers. We simply lived out the DiscipleShaping process in 
our relationship.

As mentors, we frequently referenced several passages of 
Scripture, which included Ephesians 5:21–33. We observed 
how both men and women got hung up on the word submit. 
Men would read verse 22 and think it’s right, while women felt 
diminished by it. The vast majority of men and women hadn’t 
even considered Ephesians 5:21: “Submit to one another out 
of reverence for Christ.” This verse sets the tone for the whole 
passage. It starts with submitting to one another out of reverence 
for Christ.

The rest of Ephesians 5 goes on to talk about wives sub-
mitting to their husbands as to the Lord, and husbands loving 
their wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her. 
When couples move past misinterpretations and stereotypes, 
they discover the underlying principle that the husband and 
wife, individually and together, are to love and respect each 
other out of reverence for Jesus Christ. 

Every marriage in Christ is a spiritual union. Yet without 
a spiritual perspective, husbands and wives may pursue the 
trappings of marriage and miss its greater potential and last-
ing purpose.

For my daughter and son-in-law, and for the generation of 
newlyweds just beginning their first ten-year stretch, the inten-
tional process of DiscipleShaping through marriage mentoring 
can make the difference of a lifetime. How could you offer such 
mentoring to newly married couples in your church? 

Resource
In his book, The Mingling of Souls, pastor Matt Chandler 
writes: “God’s plan is for a man and a woman in the 
bond of the marriage covenant to have their souls—not 
just their bodies— become one.” The book can provide 
a springboard for conversation with your spouse and 
within a marriage mentoring relationship.

Cris H. Doornbos  
is the CEO of David C Cook.

Relationship
How can you and your local church support couples 
during the first crucial decade of marriage? Whether 
through a ministry program or informal relationships, 
look for opportunities to initiate marriage mentoring 
options that allow young  and newly married couples to 
learn from those who are further along in married life.

Married couples face the greatest risk of divorce 
during their first ten years of marriage.



Patience  
in Preparation
Drawing on his own life story and the biblical journeys of David in Walking to Jerusalem, Dr. Chris Hill 
offers perspective for emerging leaders: Every step we take is a part of who we will become.

Chris Hill  As a boy, David was summoned to the capital city. 
However, he was not invited to Gibeah to fulfill his calling: 
stepping into his anointed position as king. It was not his gift 
of prophecy but rather his gift of service that brought him into 
the royal court. 

King Saul had become a demonized king. The spirit of the 
Lord had departed from him, and he was plagued by another. 
Saul was desperate for an anointed minstrel to sing and play 
until this evil spirit that had come to torment him went away. 
“And so it was, whenever the spirit from God was upon Saul, 
that David would take a harp and play it with his hand. Then 
Saul would become refreshed and well, and the distressing 
spirit would depart from him” (1 Sam. 16:23 NKJV). 

Saul’s problem created an opportunity for David to be 
exposed to royalty to learn more about his purpose. Exposure 
is important because it shows us that the impossible is pos-
sible. David was young, but he could see that someone like 
Saul—someone from a much smaller, more troubled, and less 
respected family line in Israel—could become king. He also 

was able to see that it was possible to redeem a cursed city for 
a greater purpose. David would go on to do these same things 
when he became king. Through exposure to Saul, David was 
being developed as a great leader; he was being prepared for 
assuming the role God had anointed him to have. And it was 
important that he spend this time in Gibeah learning lessons he 
would need later on. 

LEARNING WHAT TO DO 
In his time with Saul, David learned that even when one’s fam-
ily has some skeletons in its closet—an issue that would follow 
David throughout his life—an individual can be chosen to be 
royalty and serve his or her people and God well. Saul showed 
David the spiritual importance and the power of music to dis-
pel the demonic. This would be a key lesson for David, as he 
later wrote psalms to express his love for God, to praise Him, 
and to purge his heart of all that troubled him. He also erected 
a tent for the ark of the covenant in his own royal city and com-
missioned musicians to sing in this tabernacle day and night. 



David might have felt impatient about having to bide 
his time playing and singing for Saul when he knew he was 
anointed as the next king. It was probably difficult to be in 
Saul’s court and keep quiet about his destiny, but David was 
learning while he waited. 

LEARNING THROUGH SERVICE 
In the fall of 1987, the church I belonged to in Boston brought 
me on staff as the new assistant youth pastor. The position came 
with no salary, but I was honored to serve in that role. The 
church had yet to purchase or build a sanctuary and was leas-
ing an old theater to hold Sunday morning services. It was my 
job to pull out and arrange the chairs for the youth group, so 
I would arrive early enough to carry the folding chairs up the 
stairs to the balcony hallway before the teenagers arrived. After 
the service, I promptly packed up and carried the chairs back 
down the stairs before the adult service was dismissed. 

I took attendance and called the youth throughout the week. 
I typically was asked to speak one Sunday a month, but more 
often if the lead youth pastor was out of town speaking. I 
was the chief administrator and ground organizer. I oversaw 
the volunteers and administrated our little department. I had 
a job outside the church that paid well for my young age, so 
I often underwrote our activities from my own checkbook. 
Responsible for making sure the youth pastor’s vision came to 
fruition, I was dutiful and dogmatic in that regard. I taught 
our class of sixty-five teenagers perhaps a dozen times a year, 
but I understood I had not been brought to that position to 
teach, nor to cast vision; I was brought to that position because 
I could organize, strategize, recruit volunteers, and run teams. 

I had recognized my calling to preach and teach since I was 
a small boy, but I knew that for this role, my other gifts were 
more important. I just served in the role I had been assigned 
and waited for my opportunity. I learned through that experi-
ence the importance of never announcing yourself until you are 
ready to fight a giant. As it turned out, the development of my 
gifts during that time opened the door to future opportunities. 

Eventually, the youth pastor recognized that I was anointed 
to fill that post. He moved into more of an evangelistic role in 
our church, making room for me in the unpaid position as lead 
youth pastor after I had been serving faithfully as his assistant 
for a number of years. Even with the promotion, however, I still 
set up and took down chairs. I still called teenagers throughout 
the week, kept attendance, and organized volunteers. Those 
gifts got me into the room, so I did not want to stop doing the 
things that brought me into the circle of my destiny. 

Sometimes we are so preoccupied with looking for per-
fect doors that we miss our moment. God often uses imper-
fect-looking openings; yet the door that is unlocked is the best 
door, even if it is just made of pine while the others are gold. 
As I look back on my life, I see that in many cases the situa-
tions that brought me the most advancement in my life were 
not glamorous or appealing. In fact, they were complicated and 
unattractive. But the difficulty created a need for my skills and 
gifts that would not have existed had the situation been ideal 
or perfect. 

People miss opportunities to be exposed to a preview of 
their own destinies because the invitation seldom arrives in an 
embossed envelope. Exposure usually comes with no trumpet-
ers and is housed in a role so far from the expected position that 
it can easily be missed. Exposure most often comes wrapped up 
in service. Work is not a curse; it is the opportunity to learn and 
see new things. Being willing to serve gives access and insight 
many people are secretly craving. 

David learned in his time with Saul what is possible when 
God has anointed a person or a situation. Possibly the most 
important lesson he learned was to wait on God’s timing and 
trust that he was exactly where he needed to be to prepare for 
his future. He might have been anointed, but it wasn’t time for 
him to step into that role. He wasn’t ready.  
Excerpt from Walking to Jerusalem: Discovering Your Divine Life Purpose © 2016 by Chris Hill

Scripture quotations marked NKJV are taken from the New King James Version®.  
Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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God often uses imperfect-looking openings;  
yet the door that is unlocked is the best door.



TRAVELOGUE
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Encouraging and equipping churches to serve Muslim refugees

What was the reason for your recent trip to Turkey and Jordan?
In follow-up to the recent release of I Am N, I traveled to Turkey and Jordan with a 
representative of Voice of the Martyrs. We were in the airport in Istanbul just a few 
weeks before the terrorist attack in June. We walked through the exact area where 
the attack took place. I have great memories of the trip, and at the same time, I’m 
mindful of horrific things happening there.

The purpose of the trip was to encourage fellow believers in the countries we 
visited. Some of those I met are local pastors. Others are refugees—for example,  
a man and his family who left Iran to avoid imprisonment. 

How are Christians in that part of the world serving Muslim refugees?
Serving them can mean, for example, providing breakfast during Ramadan, when 
Muslims fast throughout the day and only eat meals before dawn and after sunset. 
So members of the church go out in the street during rush hour to hand out water 
and simply say, “We’re here to serve you.” And they’re getting incredible feedback 
like, “You’re the church, and you’re serving us?”

One pastor told me that their community—a small neighborhood—has swollen 
to more than 35,000 refugees over the past two years. And the church has taken 
on the opportunity to serve these families. Many times, the refugees come with 
nothing, so they need blankets, clothes, food, and household supplies. In addition 
to meeting those practical needs, the church also offers resources like books and 
comic books. 

As the pastor told me this, he reached into a box and pulled out a copy of The 
Action Bible New Testament in Arabic. I said, “No way, really?”—because I was 
being discreet about my travel, so the pastor wasn’t aware of my role with David C 
Cook. I told him that we publish The Action Bible. He said, “The kids love this, and 
then they give it to their parents.” I snapped a photo of him with the Bible (at left).

How is David C Cook involved in equipping churches there?
Some of what we do is in support of organizations like Voice of the Martyrs. But 
we’re also developing support for Cook projects. We’re providing resources to 
churches that are really making a difference on the ground with their community. 
Depending on the project, the work often involves translation, production, and 
distribution of materials. Our partners employ local Christians in this work, who 
receive income while helping to accomplish ministry goals we have in common.

Tim MacDonald is Chief Advancement 
Officer for David C Cook.

The Action Bible in Arabic
Translated into Arabic in 2012, The  
Action Bible is distributed throughout  
the Middle East.
According to the United Nations, 280 million 
people worldwide speak an Arabic language. 
Illustrations in The Action Bible appeal to 
children and adults regardless of language.

This pastor wears a shirt embroidered with 
the letter nun, or noon, equivalent to n in 
our alphabet. ISIS militants mark this letter 
on the homes of “Nazarenes” who follow 
Jesus rather than Islam. When people ask 
this pastor about his shirt, he uses the 
opportunity to talk to them about Jesus.
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The Art of Transformation
J. Warner Wallace awakens kids’ inquisitive spirits with his
illustrated book, Cold Case Christianity for Kids.

 As a former detective, Jim Wallace knows what it takes to build a convincing case. And as 
a Christian, he asserts the importance of not only believing that the story of Jesus is true, but 
knowing why it is true—especially at a young age.

Jim has spent years teaching the Bible to students in preschool through college. But the 
statistics related to young people leaving the church during their high school and college 
years kept him up at night. He knew it was up to the church and leaders like him to equip 
them with not only the truth, but also the knowledge of why the Bible is true.

Cold Case Christianity for Kids gives kids the investigative skills and tools to fully under-
stand the truth about Jesus. In it,  Jim uses illustration as a teaching tool.

Before becoming a detective, Jim studied graphic design and architecture. He then used 
those skills during his law enforcement career as he saw how powerful visuals can be when 
building a case for something. 

“When it came writing this book—and even making cases in front of a jury or a youth 
group—I knew there was no way I could make the point without communicating visually. 
For me, the illustration makes it clear. The illustration is the language, not just the words.”

Through his book—which is also accompanied an online program called The Academy—
Jim hopes to provide an experience for kids. Where their investigation into the life of Jesus 
can become a part of their identity as Christians. 

DCC.is/Christianity
Kids can download 

activity pages and join The 
Academy to learn how to 

become a detective. 

http://dcc.is/christianity


HOPE IN HER EYES
Seven years ago, a children’s club 

in India marked the beginning of 
a new curriculum for discipleship 

of vulnerable children like this 
girl, providing hope in the face 
of hardship. Now she’s one of 

7.3 million children served in 27 
countries. Learn more on page 14. 

4050 Lee Vance View
Colorado Springs, CO 80918
DavidCCook.org/Resourceful

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit 3280
Denver, CO

IT
EM

 #
13

76
31


