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 WORLDVIEW
In an enterprising nonprofit model, business and ministry create a co-mission.

 If this were only a business, the map could simply show the 
market distribution of David C Cook and Integrity Music. 
And it would provide an overview of ministry accomplished 
through Christ-centered books, curriculum, and music.

If this were only a nonprofit organization, the map might 
focus on global initiatives to equip the Church in hard places. 
And it would call us to solidarity with Christians who face hos-
tility, endure hardship, and make disciples among the unreached.

But the map shows both. Because as a whole, an enterprising 
nonprofit model includes both. 

It’s truly a co-mission that unites the efforts of many—
authors and artists, churches and ministries, sponsors and part-
ners, customers and donors. Most of us find ourselves in more 
than one of those descriptions.

This co-mission enables us to take proceeds from the sale 
of products and combine them with 100 percent of charitable 
contributions. The combined investment supports collabora-
tion to do more than a stand-alone business or nonprofit could 
do on their own—to do more than one congregation or indi-
vidual could do on their own. 

The power of co-mission echoes throughout this issue of 
Resourceful. It enables the development of resources such as 
Helping Communities Heal, a trauma recovery curriculum 
integrated with biblical truth. This resource equips churches 
in Nepal to serve their neighbors in the aftermath of the  
recent earthquake.

Here in North America, co-mission describes how small 
churches in Hamilton, Ontario, unite for the greater good of 
their city. Their collective spirit inspires the name and music of 
The City Harmonic. 

In a more intimate story, co-authors Kara Tippetts and Jill 
Lynn Buteyn discover how the bond of friendship flourishes 
despite pain and loss. In music, Integrity songwriters add to 
the lyrics and melodies of treasured carols and Fanny Crosby 
hymns that cross the span of time to co-create fresh expressions 
of worship for today.

And in all our relationships—husbands, wives, parents, 
pastors, leaders, mentors—we serve alongside one another in 
co-dedication to the opportunities God has entrusted to us.

As the Apostle Paul writes, “In all my prayers for all of  
you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the 
gospel….” Thank you for joining in this co-mission. As you 
read the stories on these pages, be encouraged that you have 
helped to bring them to life.

Transforming lives together,

Cris H. Doornbos
CEO, David C Cook

Global InitiativesBooks, Curriculum, and Music Distribution Both Distribution and Initiatives
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CHRISTIANITY RAPIDLY SPREADING IN INDIA
Do you remember how you felt just after accepting Christ? Was your mind racing with questions? 
Were you scared or excited or both? Were you eager to tell the good news to anyone who  
would listen?

Now imagine multiplying those feelings by a million. 

Because a million new Christians have been baptized among the Bhojpuri people of northern 
India as part of a church-planting movement that began in 1989. Their joy and excitement is 
contagious. Christianity is exploding in a spiritual uprising that can only be attributed to God. 

Some new Christians are immediately called to be pastors who bring the good news to their 
communities. But most grew up in Hindu religious traditions and have little knowledge of the 
Bible. The new leaders are desperate for pastoral training resources in their language.

So in partnership with our Indian field partner, David C Cook is creating pastoral libraries on 
secure digital (SD) cards, translated into the pastors’ regional language. Each card features 
90 hours of audio recordings that deliver 162 lessons from 13 commentaries by Dr. Warren W. 
Wiersbe, a long-time pastor and respected theologian. 

For each pastor who receives an SD card, the ministry multiplies. Some pastors lead house 
churches while others teach congregations up to two hundred people. As new churches are 
established and new pastors are trained, they reach new converts and raise up new leaders.

CURRENT

News
SNAPSHOTS 10

EVENTS & TOURS  11 

These are days of great outpourings of God’s spirit, days where our 
understanding of the grace and kindness of God is increasing, and 
days where even though darkness tries to prevail, the glory of the Lord 
is rising upon us all.
Darlene Zschech via her blog
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When believers are angry  
at culture, they are the poorest  
at revealing Jesus. 
Dr. Mark Rutland, via his blog

STEPPING INTO THE UNKNOWN WITH A POCKETFUL OF FAITH
After almost a decade of leading worship in London and spearheading the Worship Central 
movement, Integrity artist and pastor Tim Hughes has set his sights on a new challenge: 
planting a church in the center of Birmingham, England. Tim’s new focus will be to reach out 
to local students and young adults as part of the wider ministry of the Church of England. 

It is no wonder his new album release, Pocketful of Faith, reflects on obedience and hearing 
God’s call, chronicling Tim’s step of faith and the life changes for his family. “On this journey 
I’ve been thinking a lot about obedience and how often we don’t like to embrace it. It can be 
so easy to get caught up in building a successful career, thinking about how we can become 
safe, secure, comfortable and happy. But Jesus’ call on our lives is to follow … we need to 
seek the Lord and step out obediently in following him whatever the cost … trusting and 
believing that God will come through.”

God’s Crazy Love in a Congo Prison
Vano Kalembe Kiboko, an evangelist and former congressman in the Democratic Republic of Congo, was arrested by the 
country’s secret service on December 29, 2014. He was charged and imprisoned after making a public statement that Congo’s 
constitution does not allow President Joseph Kabila to run for a third consecutive term. 

Many Congolese political and religious leaders, activists, students, and others have spoken out against proposed changes to 
the constitution that would allow Kabila the opportunity to remain in power. 

Dear David C Cook,

Just wanted to share a story about the book Crazy Love by Francis Chan and the Makala Prison in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo…. Vano Kiboko has been held in the Makala prison because he spoke out against President 
Kabila. The prison was built to hold 2,000 prisoners, but currently holds over 7,000 prisoners. 

Vano has seized this mission opportunity to preach the gospel to everyone. Since his arrival, over 400 people have been baptized within 
the prison. He hosts Agape Meals every Sunday. His wife brings food for 100+ people and they all sit down and eat together. He is using 
the book Crazy Love to start small group discussions all around the prison. He’s arranged for prisoners to buy copies of the book for ten 
cents. For many of them, it’s the only item they own. I just wanted the publisher and the author to know how lives are being changed in a 
Congolese prison. 

Please be praying for Vano. He needs medical treatments for his back and is in constant pain. Pray for strength and healing, and for 
encouragement in the ministry. 

Kim, Iowa

Album 
Releases
SEPTEMBER
Christine D’Clario  
Eterno Live (live Spanish album)
The City Harmonic We Are
Noel Robinson Outrageous Love 
Planetshakers #LetsGo
New Life Worship  
Soak (instrumental album)

OCTOBER
Various Artists  
Blessed Assurance:  
The New Hymns of Fanny Crosby
All Souls Orchestra and Special 
Guests Love Excelling
Paul Baloche  
Christmas Worship – Volume 2
Various Artists  
Ultimate Worship 2016



By the Numbers
A STUDY BY THE PEW RESEARCH CENTER SAYS THE 
RISE AND FALL OF CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM HINGES  
ON CHINA.
The world’s population is expected to grow thirty-five percent in the 
next thirty-five years. And a large portion of the growth will happen  
in China. Christians’ efforts to share the good news in these critical 
years could dramatically affect the global percentage of Christians in 
the world.
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Book Releases
AVAILABLE NOW
Jim Burns and Jeremy Lee  
Pass It On: Building a Legacy of Faith for  
Your Children Through Practical and 
Memorable Experiences

Catherine DeVries  
Let’s Learn About the Lord’s Prayer

Jimmy Dodd Survive or Thrive:  
6 Relationships Every Pastor Needs

Dr. Jeff Myers Understanding the Times:  
A Survey of Competing Worldviews

Lisa Pennington Mama Needs a Do-Over: 
Simple Steps to Turning a Hard Day Around

OCTOBER
Brian Cosby Uncensored: Daring to  
Embrace the Entire Bible

Kyle Idleman The End of Me: Where Real Life 
in the Upside-Down Ways of Jesus Begins

Dr. Chris Thurman The Lies Couples Believe

Kara Tippetts and Jill Lynn Buteyn 
Just Show Up: The Dance of Walking  
Through Suffering Together

NOVEMBER
Dr. Warren Wiersbe  
1 Kings: Being Good Stewards of God’s Gifts

2 Kings and 2 Chronicles:  
Standing Firmly Against the World’s Tides

Discovering TruIdentity
The newest addition to Tru curriculum, TruIdentity empowers 
middle school students to own their faith as they seek and respond 
to God, and find their identity in Him.

The teenage years are some of the most crucial for spiritual 
formation, when God can feel far away. So TruIdentity refocuses on 
God as the main character throughout Scripture—and in students’ 
own lives.

To enjoy a reflection on what to do when God feels far away, turn to 
Lament: A Sacrifice of Worship Through Suffering on page 36.

Christians 31.4%

Muslims 23.2%

Unaffiliated 16.4% 

Hindus 15.0% 

Buddhists 7.1%

Folk and Other  
Religions 6.7%

Jews 0.2%

Christians 31.4%

Muslims 29.7%

Unaffiliated 13.2%

Hindus 14.9% 

Buddhists 5.2%

Folk and Other  
Religions 5.5%
Jews 0.2%

PERCENT OF GLOBAL POPULATION  
BY RELIGION IN 2010 AND 2050

2010 2050
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HELPFUL TOOLS FOR SCRIPTURE MEMORY

A Book for the Kids: Let’s Learn About The 
Lord’s Prayer by Catherine DeVries, illustrated 
by Ryan Jackson, is an excellent resource 
for aiding children in scripture memorization. 
Geared toward preschoolers, the book teaches 
Scripture through songs and stories, helping 
parents build a sturdy foundation of faith.

An App for You: Fighter Verses pulls together 
curated lists of Bible verses to commit 
to memory. And it’s not just for one-off 
memorization—this app comes preloaded with 
two five-year memory plans.

OCTOBER  
CLERGY APPRECIATION MONTH
FOR PASTORS
As we take time to thank you for another year serving our 
congregations and communities, we pray you find rest in Christ and 
refreshment for your souls. Your fellow pastor, Jimmy Dodd, shares on 

page 48 about the six vital relationships to help you go 
the distance in ministry.

FOR CONGREGATIONS
As you find creative ways to thank your pastor  

this fall, know that your efforts are crucial to  
the health and well-being of your church body.  
While encouragement is always appreciated, 
your support matters most when the going  
gets tough.

4,000 People Attended Opening Event at Empowered 21 
David C Cook and Integrity Music were represented among more than 4,000 pilgrims who traveled to Jerusalem in 
May to attend Empowered 21, a celebration of Pentecost. Scholars, ministry leaders, and young adults gathered 
to worship and pray for a spirit-filled movement in the next generation. After exploring the historic sites, some 
attendees were baptized in the Jordan River. 

Snapshots

Traditional Korean dance team Baptism at the Jordan River Paul Wilbur and Sidney Mohede 
leading worship

Student outreach ministry 
in Jerusalem

Every time we want to grasp the Divine, clamp God down to a 
simple dogma, God evades our grasp. God represents everything 
that we cannot possibly understand. That’s the story in the 
scriptures over and over. 
John Arndt, in an interview about bringing art back to worship music
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Events&Tours
Join your favorite  
authors and artists at 
these upcoming events

Francis Chan
Urbana, December 27–31, June 18, Urbana.org

Kelly Minter
SpringHill Camps Women’s Retreat 
October 2–4, SpringHillCamps.com

Paul Baloche
Leadworship Workshop, September 18–19, 
Leadworship.com

The City Harmonic
Tour, September–October, TheCityHarmonic.com

Larry Osborne
Sticky Teams, October 19–20, 
NorthCoastTraining.org

Israel Houghton & New Breed
Tour, September–December, 
NewBreedMusic.com

The Brilliance, Israel Houghton
National Worship Leader Conference,  
September 30–October 2, NWLConf.com
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Disciplr
Now there’s a one-stop shop for 
children’s ministry resources by a 
variety of publishers, including  
David C Cook.

Disciplr.com allows leaders to browse 
curriculum by brand, age level, and 
teaching style—just to name a few ways 
to quickly find curriculum to meet any 
ministry’s needs. Leaders can also try  
free sample lessons, coordinate lesson 
plans with their teachers, and browse  
the blog for ministry ideas and insight.  
Four brands are already available on 
Disciplr with more on the way this fall.

A GOD-SIZED COLLABORATION
The Assemblies of God has grown to become the largest Pentecostal 
denomination in the world, serving some 67 million members worldwide. 

Now working together with David C Cook, it seeks to cultivate a healthy 
church in every community across the United States.

“I don’t mean a healthy church in terms of size,” says Steve Blunt, chief publishing 
officer at Assemblies of God, “but like what you would find in Acts, where the 
body of believers would gather together. If every community in the United States 
had a church like in Acts, what would that do?”

The denomination’s ambitious goal is multilayered and integrated, bridging 
everything from children ministry to marriage support, from small country 
churches and large urban ones. 

Senior Directors Mark Etzinger and Roger Gibson had this vision in mind when 
they discovered Tru curriculum. “Tru already covered most of what we wanted,” 
says Mark Etzinger. “The Holy Spirit is the primary discipler, and the primary place 
of ministry is the home.” 

So together with David C Cook, they created TruFire, a custom version of Tru 
curriculum. Mark says, “It speaks the language we speak and integrates with our 
other resources.”

The Assemblies of God began using the curriculum in August and will share it 
with other Spirit-filled congregations. “We want to resource every church,” says 
Steve. “Together, we are stronger. TruFire is just a part of the vision. It is one of the 
layers to support Christ-centered marriages and strong families, and to revitalize 
existing churches and plant new ones around the world.”

http://www.Disciplr.com
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GLOBAL 
INITIATIVES

The Command to 
Make Disciples
Imagine your reaction if someone came back from the dead to speak 
to you. Seriously, try to imagine that right now. What would you feel? 
How intensely would you listen? How seriously would you take his or 
her words?

Francis Chan  Think about what this must have been like for the disciples. They were 
working their everyday jobs when a mysterious teacher asked them to follow Him. As 
they followed, they saw Him challenge religious leaders, embrace sinners, heal the sick, 
and even raise the dead. They knew that He was not an ordinary man. 

The disciples watched as the blind were given sight. They heard Jesus forgive the 
hopelessly unrighteous and restore the lives of the broken. They helped pass out bread 
and fish as Jesus miraculously fed huge crowds. The disciples seem to have been more 
aware of Jesus’s true identity at some points than at others, but they followed Him until 
the end, believing that He was the one who would restore the fortunes of God’s people. 

And then He died. Just like that. It was over. It seemed that Jesus could do absolutely 
anything, that He had power over sickness, death, every person, and every thing. By 
this power, Jesus was bringing the healing and redemption that the world so desper-
ately needed. But the disciples’ hopes of a better world died as Jesus was nailed to a 
Roman cross. And so the disciples spent three days in confusion and disillusionment. 
Everything they had hoped for was gone. Perhaps they had wasted their time following 
this mysterious person for three years. 

KENYA  15 

Investing in Kids 
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Then it happened. He came back from the dead! When Jesus 
reappeared on the third day, all of their hope came rushing 
back! Now there could be no doubt! Now that Jesus had con-
quered even sin and death, He would certainly fix this broken 
world. Jesus would accomplish what everyone was longing to 
see. There could be no stopping Him. 

Once again, He surprised everyone. Instead of telling them 
that He would immediately transform the earth, Jesus gave His 
disciples one final command and ascended into heaven. He 
told them it was their job to finish what He started. They were 
to take the message that Jesus declared and exemplified in and 
around Jerusalem and spread that message to the very ends of 
the earth: 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28:18–20)

THE GREAT COMMISSION  
AND THE CHURCH 
So what comes to your mind when you think about Jesus’s 
command to make disciples of all nations? Many read these 
words as if they were meant to inspire pastors or missionaries on 
their way out to the mission field. But have you ever considered 
that maybe Jesus’s command is meant for you? 

Why is it that we see so little disciple making taking place in 
the church today? Do we really believe that Jesus told His early 
followers to make disciples but wants the twenty-first-century 
church to do something different? None of us would claim to 
believe this, but somehow we have created a church culture 
where the paid ministers do the “ministry,” and the rest of 
us show up, put some money in the plate, and leave feeling 
inspired or “fed.” We have moved so far away from Jesus’s com-
mand that many Christians don’t have a frame of reference for 
what disciple making looks like.

EQUIPPED TO DO THE  
 WORK OF MINISTRY
Unfortunately, disciple making has become the exclusive domain 
of pastors (and missionaries). While it’s true that the pastors, 
elders, and apostles in the New Testament made disciples, we can’t 
overlook the fact that discipleship was everyone’s job. The mem-
bers of the early church took their responsibility to make disciples  
very seriously. 

Paul explained the function of the church in Ephesians 
4:11–16:

He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds 
and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for build-
ing up the body of Christ … we are to grow up in every way into 
him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 

when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love.

Paul saw the church as a community of redeemed people in 
which each person is actively involved in doing the work of 
ministry. The pastor is not the minister—at least not in the way 
we typically think of a minister. The pastor is the equipper, and 
every member of the church is a minister. 

The implications are huge. Paul said that your job is to do 
the work of ministry! Jesus commanded you to make disciples! 
Most Christians can give a number of reasons why they can-
not or should not disciple other people: “I don’t feel called to 
minister.” “I just have too much on my plate right now; I don’t 
have time to invest in other people.” “I don’t know enough.” “I 
have too many issues of my own. I’ll start once I get my life in 
order.” As convincing as these excuses may seem to us, Jesus’ 
commands don’t come with exception clauses. He doesn’t tell 
us to follow unless we’re busy. He doesn’t call us to love our 
neighbors unless we don’t feel prepared. God made you the way 
you are; He has provided and will continue to provide you with 
everything you need to accomplish the task. 

TAKING THE FIRST STEP
Being a disciple maker means that you will begin to look at 
the people in your life differently. Every person in your life is 
created in the image of God, and Jesus commands every one of 
them to follow Him. Following Jesus means that you will be 
teaching other people to follow Jesus. God has placed you where 
you are, and the people around you are not there by accident. 
Keep in mind that the Great Commission calls us to every type 
of person, to those inside of the church as well as to those out-
side, to those who are like us and those who are very different. 
Everyone needs to understand who Jesus is and what it means to  
follow Him.

WORKING TOGETHER  
TO MAKE DISCIPLES
God wants you to view the other Christians in your life as part-
ners in ministry. God has not called you to make disciples in 
isolation; he has placed you in the context of a church body 
so that you can be encouraged and challenged by the people 
around you. 

As you begin this focus on discipleship, think about how you 
will proceed. Are there Christians in your life you can study 
with? Are there mature believers you can approach with the 
questions that will inevitably arise? The goal is for you to think 
through this process and let the truths of what it means to be a 
disciple saturate your mind, heart, and lifestyle. But you’ll get 
a lot more out of this process if you have other people to talk 
with, be challenged by, and work together with. Human beings 
are simply not designed to function in isolation. 
Excerpt from Multiply: Disciples Making Disciples (C) 2012 Francis Chan and David Platt



Investing in Kids
Children are often the ones holding the front door open, inviting Christ into their hearts, homes,  
and families.

 William’s heart for children in Kenyan slums is rooted in his own childhood. He grew up in Korogocho, a slum outside Nairobi. 
Today, he works with David C Cook’s ministry partner, Go Ye Africa. And when he discovered Life on Life curriculum, he knew 

the hands-on lessons were just what his community needed.
Every Saturday, he sat down with the kids to share the lessons in spiritual development and character formation. At first, only a 

handful of children joined in, but the group soon swelled to 150 children.
Many in the community started to notice a transformation in their kids. Williams was surprised when parents starting coming 

to see what was changing their children for the better. One mother told William that her son used to steal but now he was leading 
devotions in their home and fervently praying for others.

William sensed the opportunity to minister to these parents and started a church in his small slum apartment. Before long, 
William had to pitch a tent in front of his apartment building to hold everyone. 

Today, the tent has been replaced by a modest structure with a corrugated tin roof for the 140 who attend every Sunday. 
Through the church, he also started a community fund for families to start microenterprises and help break the cycle of poverty.

When asked about his work in Korogocho, William says, “the greatest investment you can make is in the kids.” He has seen 
transformation not just in individual lives, but in the community as a whole. 
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Life on Life
A WHOLE-LIFE DISCIPLESHIP PROGRAM
Children who grow up in a context of poverty, disease, genocide, or civil conflict can carry 
the burden of emotional trauma long after the hardship. 

Such grief exposes a deeper need for Christ’s comfort and hope, as well as practical life 
skills to flourish in the face of challenging circumstances.

To meet the unique needs of children like these, Life on Life lessons combine spiritual 
formation, character development, and life skills to strengthen the whole child. Taught by 
a caring Christian adult—like a children’s minister or schoolteacher—the children and their 
families also thrive in relationship with a local church.

Today, Life on Life is translated into fourteen languages, and is flexible enough to adapt to 
the unique needs of any community. 



AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE IN NEPAL:
HELPING COMMUNITIES HEAL

When a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck Nepal in April, buildings crumbled. 
Thousands died. And thousands more still suffer. 

But another more peaceful movement has been happening in Nepal since 2007, 
when Christians there gained new freedoms. They have been growing in number 
and in faith. Now, in the face of traumatic loss, they are sharing the hope of the gospel 
and helping communities heal.
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AFTER THE EARTHQUAKE IN NEPAL:
HELPING COMMUNITIES HEAL

 Madan felt the car begin to shake 
as his driver pulled over. A flat tire, 
he assumed. But when he looked 
out the window, he saw people run-
ning, tears streaming down their 
faces. He got out of the car and 
realized the ground was shaking. 
Within minutes, houses had col-
lapsed, telephone poles lay on the 
ground, and pavement on the road 
had cracked. Madan felt dizzy. He 
pulled out his phone to call his fam-
ily. But the networks were down. 

It was Saturday, April 25, and 
people all over Nepal were expe-
riencing this and much worse. 
Horrifying photos and videos of the 
devastation spread quickly around 
the world. The news story you likely 
didn’t read was that Christians meet 
on Saturdays in Nepal. Many were 
inside church buildings that col-
lapsed when the earthquake struck. 
More than five hundred of them 
died while worshipping that day. 
And hundreds of churches were 
destroyed in the quake.

On the side of the road, Madan 
began to feel the weight of the 
disaster. In the coming days and 
weeks, families would grieve their 
lost loved ones. Cities and villages 
would face the monumental task 
of recovery and rebuilding. And a 
question among Nepal’s growing 
number of Christians, including 
Madan, would become: What can 
we do to help our communities heal?
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BEFORE THE EARTHQUAKE
For thousands of years, a majority of Nepalis have identified as Hindu. 
Yet in practice, they also embrace Buddhist traditions that have become 
culturally entwined, almost inseparable from day-to-day life. Society per-
petuates a widespread caste system, the worship of many gods and strong 
beliefs in reincarnation. 

Before Nepal became a secular state in 2007, Christians lived at the 
margins of society, often subject to religious hostility and even imprison-
ment. Today they represent about two percent of the population, perhaps 
three—it’s hard to tell as their numbers are growing quickly. Madan became 
a Christian ten years ago and has served as a missionary within his home 
country ever since. 

He sees a shift as Christians gain greater freedom of expression, including 
the celebration of Christmas. Nepal now protects observance of the holiday. 
“Christmas is the only opportunity for us to share the gospel because our 
government has given us a national holiday on Christmas Day,” Madan 
says. “Our prayer and desire is to take this opportunity and share the mes-
sage of Jesus’ birth among children all over Nepal.” 

To take full advantage of the holiday season, in 2009 Madan initiated a 
Christmas program for children. He invites them to come to their schools 
all over Nepal on Christmas Day to hear about the birth of Jesus. Madan 
distributes The Story of Jesus booklets as he presents the gospel to thousands 
of children. 

The Story of Jesus then finds its way into the homes of Buddhist, Hindu, 
and Muslim families. It’s common for children to be the only members of 
their family who can read, so they are encouraged—and excited—to share 
the story with their parents and siblings. Each copy of The Story of Jesus 
presents the gospel to at least two or three people. A contact card is included 
in the booklet to connect families with a church in their community where 
they can grow in Christian faith and teaching. 

In 2014, more than 120,000 Nepalis received The Story of Jesus through 
Christmas programs at 420 schools. Madan anticipates even greater oppor-
tunities ahead. “God has given us vision, passion, and heart for the children. 
We believe that without reaching children, we cannot reach our nation. 
Today’s children are the future leaders of our nation and the church. We are 
praying and planning in 2015 to reach five hundred thousand students in 
one thousand schools all over Nepal.”  

NEPAL  
BY THE NUMBERS

APRIL 25, 2015
An earthquake struck Nepal with a force of 7.8 

magnitude—16 times more powerful than the 2010 
disaster in Haiti.

31,000,000
People live in Nepal.

18,000
People survived the earthquake with injuries; 8,000 died.

1,000,000
Christians live in Nepal.

5,000
Pastors received audio libraries in 2014, containing 162 

lessons from Bible studies and commentaries.

450,000
Children and families received The Story of Jesus through 
school Christmas and other outreach programs since 2009.

25,000
Copies of Helping Communities Heal: After the 
Earthquake will equip Nepali churches to serve  

their neighbors.

NO ONE INVOLVED IN THE AUDIO LIBRARY PROJECT COULD HAVE 

KNOWN HOW TIMELY THIS RESOURCE WOULD BE, HELPING PASTORS AND 

CONGREGATIONS GROW IN THEIR FAITH BEFORE IT WOULD BE TESTED.



A TIMELY RESOURCE 
FOR PASTORS
Now that Christians are able to 
worship more freely in Nepal, they 
are hungry for the Word of God, 
eager to understand and share their 
faith. Churches form as new con-
verts gather in their communities. 
Often those who become pastors 
and leaders are new believers them-
selves. Yet seminaries and formal 
training are nearly nonexistent in 
most of the country. 

But in 2014, Madan and five 
thousand other Christian leaders in 
Nepal received pastoral audio librar-
ies on digital cards that easily plug 
into cell phones. Each card contains 
162 lessons from Bible studies and 
commentaries. The lessons were 
translated, voiced, and packaged in 
collaboration with Greater Grace 
Church in Kathmandu, so that 
Nepali pastors can listen and learn 
as they go about their day. Or the 
lessons can be played aloud in a  
group setting.

No one involved in the audio 
library project could have known 
how timely this resource would be, 
helping pastors and congregations 
grow in their faith before it would 
be tested. Now the tragedy of the 
earthquake and the magnitude of 
the suffering calls Nepali churches 
to respond in the love of Christ. 
And Madan is encouraged by what 

MINISTRY PARTNER PROFILE: MADAN SHAH
Madan begins his conversion story with a confession. “I am Madan Shah, also known 
as ‘Prince.’ I was born from a high royal caste. I was a spoiled brat and became very 
ambitious and selfish. I wanted to be rich because I thought that money could bring me 
love, happiness, success, and social prestige.”

That was before his conversion to Christianity ten years ago and the total turnaround 
he has been living since. He not only committed his life to Christ, but also to advancing 
gospel movements throughout Nepal. 

In 2004, Madan was traveling through the Philippines on the way to the United States. 
He ran out of money and didn’t have a visa to get to the States. “We were held  
like prisoners in the hotel. Our passports, plane tickets, and other documents  
were confiscated.” 

The Nepali embassy in the Philippines referred Madan to a Nepali man who was willing 
to help. Although Madan didn’t know it at the time, that man was a Christian who 
attended Christ’s Commission Fellowship in Manila. The man not only helped Madan 
contact his family, but also gave him a temporary place to live and showed concern for 
his predicament. 

“In March 2005, he shared with me the gospel of Jesus Christ. I realized that I was a 
sinner and I needed forgiveness from God. I prayed to Jesus Christ and asked Him to 
forgive my sins and I invited Him to come into my life. After that, I felt a different peace 
and joy in my heart. This was the first time in my life that I felt peace in the midst  
of crisis.” 

Madan became a new man. “God started to work in my heart and changed my 
character. Bad habits and worries started to disappear.” He stayed in the Philippines, 
attended Christ’s Commission Fellowship, and eventually became a Sunday  
school teacher. 

It was almost two years before Madan decided to return to Nepal. “I went back 
because God burdened me to bring the gospel to my family and countrymen. The Lord 
changed my vision and priority, so I decided to serve Him rather than going to the USA. 
Initially, the reunion with my family was a happy encounter for they saw the changes  
in me. I was a fighter, a gangster, a gambler, and a drug user but Jesus Christ  
changed everything.”

But eventually, Madan’s family had a difficult time with his conversion. They wanted him 
to be Hindu, but he wouldn’t compromise his faith in Jesus. So they kicked him out of 
their house. 

At that time, he met his wife. His heart grew for the unreached people of Nepal in 
the most undeveloped parts of the country. Today, as a missionary sent by Christ’s 
Commission Fellowship, Madan leads a Christmas outreach program in schools and a 
global outreach day that mobilizes churches to share the gospel. As a result, thousands 
of Christian home groups have been started. Now, those believers are eager to help 
communities heal after the earthquake.

Testimony quoted from ccf.org.ph/testimonies/madan-bringing-the-gospel-to-my-people
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he sees. He is impressed by the response of Christians and feels 
even more confident that the conversions he has seen in the last 
decade are authentic. 

Amid their own losses, churches across the country immedi-
ately began helping others in need after the earthquake. “It is 
amazing to see all the churches and Christian believers who are 
mobilizing their people and resources to help affected people. I 
think next to our government, the Christian community is the 
largest group really serving these affected people.” 

Madan sees Christians meeting the most pressing needs with 
every means available, including relief supplies delivered to 
Nepal from around the world. But they lack a crucial resource to 
help communities heal spiritually when a different kind of suffer-
ing sets in—the trauma the afflicts survivors weeks and months 
after the tragedy. Counselors say children are particularly vul-
nerable because they often don’t have the ability to process what 
has happened.  Many have seen parents, siblings, and friends 
die. And they don’t know what to do with the pain and heartache  
they feel.

That’s why David C Cook developed the 71-page book-
let entitled Helping Communities Heal: After the Earthquake. 
Madan hopes to distribute five thousand copies through-
out Nepal in the coming weeks and provide training to use  
the curriculum.

COLLABORATION BENEFITS 
COMMUNITIES ACROSS BORDERS

The principles of Helping Communities Heal were first devel-
oped and applied in India and Africa. Churches there worked 
with writers from David C Cook to create group lessons for 
children who have endured trauma of various kinds, including 
widespread disease, poverty, loss of parents, and civil conflict. 
Now, in the aftermath of the earthquake, the collaboration of 
the global Church crosses another border to benefit children  
in Nepal. 

No matter the cause of the trauma, fear becomes a constant 
companion. It compounds the suffering long afterwards. “There 
are lots of challenges we face after this earthquake,” Madan says. 
“We cannot sleep peacefully because we always think another 
will come. Children are also suffering a lot. People don’t want to 
sleep inside their houses even after they are proven safe, so they 
are still living in camp or outside of their house.” 

He is eager to share the lessons of Helping Communities Heal. 
“I’m hoping and praying that this booklet will also help us 

to heal our people in this difficult situation. If God provides 
funds, I want to organize training for school teachers, Sunday 
school teachers, parents, and community leaders so they can 
teach children in their communities.” 

Three interwoven strands of learning—spiritual formation, 
character development, and life skills—guide children to cope 
with fear and loss, and introduce them to the hope of the gospel. 
And the lessons create another opportunity for Nepali children 
to bring the name of Jesus into their households, just like The 
Story of Jesus.

Experience shows that the teachers also benefit from Helping 
Communities Heal. Through training and preparation, God uses 
the simple truths of the lessons to bring healing in their lives too.

PROVIDENCE AT THE EPICENTER
The day after the earthquake, Madan heard from a pas-

tor friend in Gorkha, the district at the epicenter. The pastor’s 
entire village had collapsed. People huddled in one place with no 
food, no water, and no way to rescue those who had been bur-
ied. Madan could not sleep that night as God reminded him of  
this community. 

He woke the next morning still burdened. His family sensed 
the urgency.

“While I was sharing and praying about these friends, my sons 
gave me their piggy bank to help these victims. My wife also felt 
that we needed to help them. I praise God for my family and that 
they decided to send me there to help them.” He left home with 
just pennies in hand to serve hundreds of people. But he trusted 
the Lord to provide funds to help the village, so began to drive 
to Gorkha. Along the way, someone donated money for his relief 
work. He bought food and tents—enough for three hundred 
people—and delivered them.

That wasn’t the last time the Lord would provide. Madan saw 
more funds come each week to help with relief efforts. Within two 
months after the earthquake, he and his church had served more 
than three thousand people with food, shelter, clothing, and med-
ical care—trying to help as many as possible before the summer  
monsoon season. 

As Nepalis seek hope and comfort, Madan sees the practical 
power of the gospel at work through churches equipped to help 
communities heal. 
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THE LESSONS CREATE ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY 

FOR NEPALI CHILDREN TO BRING THE NAME OF JESUS 

INTO THEIR HOUSEHOLDS.
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Big 
Love 
Against Life’s Hard

Nobody really talks about how to 
cultivate a friendship in the crucible of  
suffering. So Jill Lynn Buteyn chose 
to just show up when her friend and 
fellow writer Kara Tippetts began to 
battle terminal cancer. In what would 
be her last days, Kara put words to the 
opposites that collided—big love against 
life’s hard. Jill found her voice too. And 
together, they discovered how friendship 
flourishes despite pain and loss, perhaps 

more deeply graced because of  it.



F E AT U R E  S T O R Y

ill remembers meeting Kara on a winter day 
at their children’s school. Their daughters 
were in the same class and Kara’s family had 
just moved to Colorado to plant a church. 
“It’s not like we were instant friends,” Jill 
recalls. “Sure, we liked each other and we 
shared a sense of humor. She was sarcastic in 
a good way. But there wasn’t any real rush to 
form a great friendship.” 

And why would there be? Kara was new to town and getting 
her family settled and Jill, a self-proclaimed introvert, was never 
one to rush into community. They went to church together, 
scheduled play dates for their same-age girls, and connected on 
the school playground, where the moms would often stay after 
school to let the kids play. But just six months into their slowly 
developing relationship, Kara got news that presented Jill with 
a choice. 

On July 23, 2014, Kara was diagnosed with breast cancer. 
She and her husband Jason absorbed the words slowly: 

Aggressive. 
Mastectomy. 
Chemo. 
Bald.

Jill remembers thinking: Am I in or out? 
“I’ve always been the person who when I just didn’t know 

what to say, I wouldn’t say anything. But I chose Kara and told 
myself: Okay, we’re going to be friends through this hard time. 
I’m going to be there anyway, even when I don’t know what to 
say. I believe that is a decision we all can make.”

Jill dove in with a new sense of urgency, committed to walk-
ing with Kara wherever the journey took them. At that point, 
they didn’t know Kara’s cancer was terminal, but Jill was pre-
pared to be uncomfortable. She was signing up for bouts of 
sickness, visits to the doctor, helping with kids, and repeat-
edly receiving difficult news. What she wasn’t expecting was 
the richness of community and the fullness of love that Kara 
breathed into her friends’ lives as she battled for her own.

Showing up at Kara’s house or simply being a support through 
text messaging revived Jill’s faith. And Kara put words to trials 
that made sense. She referred to hard as a noun—a thing you 
suffer against. “When I had my own hard in life, it caused me 
to doubt. But when I saw Kara deal with her hard, she clung 
to her faith. It’s just unusual in our world. We instantly want 
to blame God when something isn’t good, but He really is the 
author of good. It changed me watching her with something 
so incredibly hard. It felt like she was giving me permission 
to say, ‘That’s the God I believe in. That’s the God I remem-
ber from my childhood, with an innocent childlike faith.’ She 

really clung to that and it absolutely changed me. I think it 
softened me too. It made me more willing to step into people’s 
lives,” Jill explains.

Kara gave her new friends permission to embrace the awk-
wardness of her situation. She encouraged direct conversation 
and difficult questions. She continued to develop deep and 
time-intensive friendships throughout the final months of her 
life, when her time was most precious. Many people’s gut reac-
tion would be to spend as much time as possible with their 
closest loved ones. But Kara invited new people in, and even 
poured herself into them. 

“I remember at one point, Kara mentioned that she didn’t 
want to be excluded from things. She was so sick that she 
couldn’t get out of bed most days. We weren’t thinking at all 
that she would be feeling excluded—we assumed that she 
wouldn’t want people at her house when she was that sick. But 
that wasn’t Kara. She wanted people there, and she was hosting 
people for coffee until her last days.”

Their now fast-growing friendship included their shared 
love of writing. Jill wrote in secret for a long time, too afraid 
to surrender her words to the public. But Kara was her big-
gest encourager and they began to text about writing a book 
together. They tossed around a lot of different ideas, but kept 
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Showing up for her alongside 
other people made me realize 
that it is a dance and you 
just have to keep doing it.

The Small things  

Matter
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returning to what was right in front of them: walking through 
suffering alongside a friend. 

As Kara was getting sicker each week, the idea of writing  
a book seemed unrealistic to Jill. Yet Kara showed no signs  
of slowing.

Jill remembers saying, “‘We don’t have to do this. You don’t 
have to do this. We can’t do this.’ But it was totally Kara to do 
something like this. She loved to write. It made her happy. And 
Jason knew that. In his love for her, he gave her that freedom up 
until her last days and moments. It was what we all loved about 
her—she always seized life.”

One day that fall, Jill received a text from Kara: I’m pitching 
our book today.

She laughed at her phone and responded: Sweet, sounds 
great. What are we writing about?

Kara sent her a list of chapter headings and that was that, Jill 
explains. “We were offered a contract right after Thanksgiving, 
right when Kara went into the hospital for the first time. I 
began to doubt that it would happen, but I was okay with that. 
Both of us were very open-handed about it, knowing that the 
book was the Lord’s.”

But the book began to take shape. Jill talked to many of 
their mutual friends about what was hard and about friendship 
amidst suffering. She learned their struggles, heard their experi-
ences, and wrote through it as she processed her own friendship 
with Kara. “I learned a lot from seeing other people show up 
for Kara. I learned that there is never going to be a direct or 
easy answer. There isn’t something that always, always works. 
Showing up for her, alongside other people, made me realize 
that it is a dance and you just have to keep doing it. The small 
things matter.”

For Kara, this book would be the culmination of how she 
lived her life. She spent a lot of her life writing and talking 
about big love—the kind that pushes you outside your comfort 
zone and into people’s lives. It’s about community in its truest 
form: fellowship through all seasons of life. 

Jill witnessed Kara’s big love. “She made it so easy for us to 
write about it because she was a living example of it. There are 

so many lonely people in the world, especially women. And 
Kara was a gatherer of people. She thrived on it.” 

Kara wanted to write this book until the end. Her physical 
limitations wouldn’t allow that and Jill remembers their last 
conversation about the book being one of letting go. “I remem-
ber being confident that God had shaped the book into exactly 
what it was supposed to be. Finished is a hard word, because 
there were still edits to do. We discussed the book being ready 
and that it was time to let go.”

“I didn’t feel qualified to tell this story. But isn’t that the 
whole point of this book? That we aren’t qualified and God 
qualifies us?”

Jill got the first round of edits for the book this summer. “I 
wasn’t expecting it to be that hard. I’ve read it so many times. 
But when I opened it, it was instantly tears. I realized that I 
hadn’t been letting myself grieve. I do think there was some-
thing therapeutic about it. There is something really beautiful 
in grieving and remembering what we all went through and 
who she was and how she impacted people.

“I just miss her. I don’t know how else to say it. She was wise, 
but she was funny and easy. There are all these moments that 
you have to remind yourself that she’s not there. I want to hear 
her voice, telling me to chill out. She really got people for who 
they were, including me.”

On her blog, Mundane Faithfulness, Kara wrote often about 
the long good-bye—about how it loomed, making it partly eas-
ier and infinitely more difficult to leave this earth. The book 
project with Jill is a massive benefit of the long good-bye. 
Through it, Kara’s words and the spirit of how she lived will 
be forever present, encouraging big love within all who read it. 

“Her blog readers often said that they felt like they knew her. 
And people joked that everyone thought they were Kara’s best 
friend. It was so important for her to love others. She wanted 
this book to happen because she had such a heart for this and 
for community. I’m so grateful for the opportunity to write 
with her.” 
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Kara Tippetts 
July 14, 1976 – March 22, 2015

I don’t want this to end. The book, and my life. I’m not afraid of dying, it’s just that I don’t want to go. But 
just like I’ve tried to show up for life, I’ll show up for death. I am ready.

If there is one constant in our world, it’s pain and suffering. Just look around. It might be a woman dying of 
cancer. It might be a neighbor dying inside of loneliness. We have to be careful not to put a grade on pain, 
like hers is greater than his. Pain is pain, and suffering is suffering. What this means though is that each and 
every day of our lives is filled with opportunities to just show up in someone’s life. We can set aside a little 
of ourselves, step into someone else’s story, and see how Jesus shows up. And my dear friends, Jesus 
always shows up. Always.

I use the word community a lot. I do that intentionally. It is a very important word to me. But I have to tell 
you that you could go back through everything I’ve said or written and every time you come across the 
word community you could substitute the word friend. That’s what Jill and I are talking about. Friends show 
up for each other. It may be some of the best work we do in our lives, being a friend. 

It’s kinda tough to write the last sentence of a book. I still want to say so much. My little body has grown 
tired of battle, and treatment is no longer helping. But what I see, what I know, what I have is Jesus. He 
has still given me breath, and with it I pray I would live well and fade well. By degrees doing both, living and 
dying, as I have moments left to live. I get to draw my people close, kiss them and tenderly speak love over 
their lives. I get to pray into eternity my hopes and fears for the moments of my loves. I get to laugh and cry 
and wonder over Heaven. I do not feel like I have the courage for this journey, but I have Jesus—and He will 
provide. He has given me so much to be grateful for, and that gratitude, that wondering over His love, will 
cover us all. And it will carry us—carry us in ways we cannot comprehend.

Excerpt from Just Show Up © 2015 Kara Tippetts and Jill Buteyn
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In this city, the gospel shows grit and grace. 
A collective of small churches works 
together for the greater good. And a 
difference is something people strive 
to make, not a reason to divide.

Welcome to Hamilton, 
Ontario, where The City 
Harmonic formed and 
found its calling to 
unite Christians 
in worship and 
mission.

THE CITY HARMONIC 

IN WORSHIP AND 

MISSION

T O G E T H E R

C O V E R  S T O R Y



 Another button drops into the jar on the café counter. Tap! 
A cardboard box receives its fill of toys and treats for Christmas delivery. Chiff … whump … flumppf.
The roll-up rear door of a moving truck opens to become a portable prayer station. Clack-clack-clack-clack-clack….

Perhaps you smiled a bit as you imagined those sounds. Good. Because they’re the joyful noises of churches working in 
concert for the good of their city—many of them energized by a collective known as TrueCity. 

They happen to be in Hamilton, Ontario. But they could be just about anywhere as a spirit of justice-minded collab-
oration finds expression through Christians in their communities. That’s the hope of a band of worship leaders called 
The City Harmonic, born of and commissioned by TrueCity to create music and inspire vision for what churches 
can do—together.

“Our band is the fruit of the collective small,” says Elias Dummer, the frontman. “We’re from a blue-collar 
city, where a bunch of small churches no one’s ever heard of are slowly making a difference in a community, 
for Jesus.”

MISSION-MINDED COLLABORATION
TrueCity began in 2004 as an informal network of pastors who sensed a common call: to help revi-
talize Hamilton after changing global markets crippled the city’s long-standing industrial giants, 
especially steel production. Thousands of workers lost steady jobs as mills and factories vacated the 
lower city along the harborfront of Lake Ontario. 

Nearby neighborhoods plummeted into poverty. In fact, Hamilton’s poverty rate is dou-
ble that of Canada overall. One in five live in poverty in the city on average—more than 
half in some wards—compared to one in ten nationwide. Hamilton is also the country’s 
third most likely destination for international immigrants and refugees, after Toronto 
and Vancouver. And you can guess where newcomers find cheap rent—in those  
same neighborhoods.

City churches found themselves surrounded by all the social ills that accompany 
such a decline. They responded to changing needs as best they could. When Dave 
Witt noticed pastors with a similar passion attempting to do similar things, he 
started making introductions that led to discussions. What difference should 
the gospel be making? What do we want to see happen? 

Dave saw an emerging potential for collaboration. He serves as a part-
nership developer with International Teams Canada, a mission agency 
that serves the physical and spiritual needs of the poor in partner-
ship with churches, businesses, and grassroots networks. As joint 
initiatives of churches in Hamilton gained traction, International 
Teams came alongside to provide infrastructure and staff sup-
port for the newly formed and loosely organized TrueCity.

“Churches shouldn’t be trying to replace social service 
agencies. That’s not their calling,” says Dave. “But we’re 
great at being the people who take some of this expertise 
and actually live it out on the ground, life-on-life with 
people in our neighborhood.”

Dwayne Cline, pastor of Hughson Street Baptist 
Church in Hamilton’s North End—and one of 
the founding voices of TrueCity—agrees about 
the relational advantage churches provide. 
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“We can also walk alongside the city to help them understand some of the 
needs that marginalized people have,” he says. “The city often doesn’t have 
the opportunity to be part of their lives on a day-to-day basis—and we do.”

SEEKING SHALOM
Another TrueCity pioneer, Lane Fusilier, serves as pastor of Philpott 
Memorial Church. His son, Eric, plays bass for The City Harmonic. 
And their involvement in TrueCity in many ways echoes the history of 
the Philpott congregation, named for an underemployed blacksmith 
and construction worker who became a pastor to Hamilton’s work-
ing class during the 1890s. The church still occupies the downtown 
property purchased by its members in 1901.

Today Philpott Memorial Church is one of sixteen congre-
gations that form the core of TrueCity and partner with eight 
faith-based nonprofits. The number swells to nearly a hun-
dred churches represented at TrueCity’s annual conference. 
They come from many denominations—Baptist, Reformed, 
Anglican, Pentecostal, and Associated Gospel Churches, just 
to name a few. 

The churches unite around the story told in Jeremiah 
29. In that chapter, God speaks through the prophet to 
Israelites living as captives in Babylon after Jerusalem has 
come under siege. Lane paraphrases the story to describe 
the heart of TrueCity. “You have false prophets, and 
they’re telling you, ‘Fight Babylon. Revolt. Run back 
to Jerusalem.’ And God’s message to Israel in spite of 
that was: ‘Don’t do that. You’re here for a time. I’ve 
measured the days. And while you’re here, you seek 
the good, the peace, the shalom of the city.’”

Eric repeats the same story: “God tells them, 
‘Settle in, plant crops, build into this place. As you 
see the prosperity of this city, you’ll see yourself 
also flourish.’”

In Jeremiah’s message, both men hear a com-
pelling call for Christians today to take an 
active role in society. “We are not going to 
be on this earth forever … but we can’t live 
as if this is a short-term thing,” Lane says. 
“God’s call for us as Christians living in the 
city is to make sure that we are loving the 
city. That we are investing in the city. And 
through our lives and our prayers and 
our hard work, that we are blessing the 
city. Churches together for the good of 
the city.”



Resourceful Magazine  |  29  |  DavidCCook.org

C O V E R  S T O R Y

In Hamilton, this perspective—brought to life by many congregations—has gotten the attention of municipal leaders. Because 
it’s not only Christians who want to see their city flourish, according to Lane. “The city fathers know who we are, and they give 
us their ear when it has to do with matters of justice.” Civic leaders have invited pastors to participate in a poverty roundtable 
and in city council meetings.

DOING THE CITY JUSTICE
It’s impossible to know how many people are engaged in their neighborhoods as a result of TrueCity initiatives. And 
nobody in Hamilton seems too concerned about taking credit. They’ve got better things to do. 

Better things like creating Micah House, a residence for refugees. Forming friendships that provide SisterCare to 
women working in the sex trade. Packing school supplies into backpacks for students who would otherwise go without. 
Advocating to city council for bike lanes and mixed housing options in developing neighborhoods. Hosting art events 
to creatively confront questions of justice and community. 

Oh … and those sounds that first made you smile? The button jar serves as a pay-it-forward piggy bank by the 
register at 541 Eatery & Exchange. A customer with a dollar to spare can deposit a button, and then another cus-
tomer who comes up short can make a withdrawal to pay for a cup of coffee or a nutritious meal. 

Those cardboard boxes contain food and gifts provided by congregations through a Christmas program for 
families in need. Church volunteers pack the items and deliver them in person. So beyond the holiday tradition 
of giving and receiving, neighbors make connections that open doors for relationships.

And the prayer truck parks on a city street for a month every summer, with a sidewalk sign: Need prayer? 
Volunteers fulfill the invitation as passersby drop in. The truck, a project of the Greater Ontario House of 
Prayer, is one of many expressions of the international 24-7 prayer movement that resonates with TrueCity.

UNITING WORSHIP
Prayer and worship anchor the spiritual intent of TrueCity’s social justice. Another joint project, 
CrossCulture, engages young adults in service days each spring and fall alongside local mission 
organizations. The days begin and end with worship led by musicians from various local churches. 
Eric Fusilier, Elias Dummer, and Aaron Powell first played together at a CrossCulture event in 
2007. A few years later, Josh Vanderlaan joined them, rounding out the roster to become The  
City Harmonic.

The diversity of the band mirrors that of TrueCity. “Because the members of The City 
Harmonic are from different denominations and different churches, there are things we have to 
wrestle through sometimes, especially when it comes to writing lyrics and thinking about what 
we want to say together,” Josh explains. He goes on to list all the points of difference—ideas, 
thoughts, doctrines, personalities, backgrounds—the very things that give unity its messy 
beauty and meaningful power. 

The City Harmonic set out to write and record songs that would draw diverse believ-
ers together in the worship and mission of God. For example, the band’s 2011 anthem 
“Manifesto” captured common creeds and quickly became a rallying cry. Their spring 
2015 single, “We Are One,” swept across Canada, preceding a new album release  
in September. 

In concert, the band not only calls worshippers to unity, they seek to demonstrate 
it, Aaron says. “From the stage, that’s one of the things we want people to go home 
with. Look at us, we are four different guys from different stories, different denom-
inations, and we’re making this work.”

H E  G O E S  O N  T O  L I S T  A L L  T H E  P O I N T S  O F  D I F F E R E N C E —
I D E A S ,  T H O U G H T S ,  D O C T R I N E S ,  P E R S O N A L I T I E S , 
B A C K G R O U N D S — T H E  V E R Y  T H I N G S  T H A T  G I V E  U N I T Y  
I T S  M E S S Y  B E A U T Y  A N D  M E A N I N G F U L  P O W E R .



ERIC FUSILIER
DIVERSITY

The city is very diverse. 
There are these two worlds 
that exist—the green world 
that’s lush and beautiful and 
incredible, and the old steel 
world that’s broken down and 
rusting out. But they are both 
beautiful in their own way. I love 
the city desperately. I see so much 
potential for it as a place where art 
and beauty and inspiration have 
begun to take root.

As a band, we come from four very 
different backgrounds. The churches 
we grew up in are very different. 
But despite that, we actually 
come together and make 
this music we feel called to 
give to the Church.  

JOSH VANDERLAAN
COLLABORATION

I realized that churches in our own city 
were starting to reach beyond their 
denominational lines to work together in 
practical ways. And that’s just so cool. 

As we travel around the United States, 
Canada, and elsewhere, it’s interesting 
to see how receptive people are to 
the idea of what’s happening here. 
People want to start discussions 
that have to do with our beliefs and 
assumptions, our theology and 
doctrines. I think it’s a great thing if 
we can learn to talk about things in 
a civilized manner and have open 
conversation about them. These 
things are very important to talk 
about and filled with such  
rich history.

ELIAS DUMMER
WORSHIP

I believe worship to be a discipleship act. Of course, for us, in 
terms of our spiritual practice, it is for God. But I believe on some 
level that from God’s perspective it’s also for us. It’s a means by 
which we rightly align ourselves to the world and to our Maker.

There’s a peace to ritual and habit that our chaotic world has 
forgotten. And there’s a myth that the only thing real in 
our culture is momentary—but it’s counter-intuitive 
to how humans work. We create rituals out of 
everything in our lives. And all of these rituals 
shape us and form us. So discipleship 
and worship constantly rewire us. 
It’s an amazing thing that God 
designed, and worship 
leaders ought to take it 
seriously.

AARON POWELL 
TRANSFORMATION

I have this memory of my father, and he 
worked down at the harbor, down by the 

water, as a mechanic for his whole life. 
I remember when I was a teenager he 
would sometimes find me work, so I 

would join him. And the closer we 
got down there, the more rough the 

neighborhood got.

I like TrueCity because it says that 
churches working together actually 

make a difference. The common 
thread for cities that survive 
and cities that thrive is people 

investing in the city—people 
staying and working together 
to see the city change. 

And the church coming 
together and praying and 
doing tangible things. It’s 

not just an idea. We’ve 
seen it work.

WE ARE
As a reflection of the music  
they create together, members of  
The City Harmonic speak about 
the ideas and experiences that 
inform who they are. 

DCC.is/WeAreOne 
The band’s new album, We Are, releases in September through Integrity Music.  
Watch the video for the single, “We Are One.”

http://DCC.is/WeAreOne
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SMALL CHURCHES, BIG DIFFERENCE
TrueCity demonstrates how small congregations working together can make a big difference, 
especially in Canada, where society generally expects religious practice to be discreet. “The 
culture here is very post-Christian,” says Eric. “It’s all about tolerance … and it’s very unpop-
ular to be religious or particularly Christian. It’s a very culturally liberal place to be.”

But where outspoken zeal is suspect, the authentic pairing of word and deed gives 
undeniable witness to the gospel. “I have a friend I grew up with who is a staunch athe-
ist,” says Elias. “And it’s interesting to see this atheist who went from Christians are 
terrible, to The truth is, I’m a social activist, and I don’t know where Hamilton would be 
without the Church. To have an atheist go from one position to the other—because 
he’s seeing the body of Christ at work—is an incredible thing.”

As neighbors experience the gospel in action, many churches that participate 
in TrueCity have seen their congregations grow in number—in some cases 
double or more. Yet none of them are megachurches. 

Some of the churches are recently planted, such as Eucharist, a con-
gregation affiliated with the Canadian Baptists of Ontario and Quebec. 
Kevin Makin, pastor of Eucharist, met Leanne Friesen, pastor of Mount 
Hamilton Baptist Church, through TrueCity. Mount Hamilton 
extended its accounting services and nonprofit status for three years 
to help Eucharist get started. The link between the two congrega-
tions reflects a mindset that Leanne says has become her church’s 
new default: “Who can we do this with?”

The link stands out for another reason. Mount Hamilton 
Baptist Church is up on the “mountain” as locals call it, while 
Eucharist meets in the lower urban core. Upper and lower 
Hamilton are separated by a rocky escarpment—the same 
line of cliffs that creates Niagara Falls an hour’s drive 
east. The escarpment symbolizes the divide between 
the city’s prosperous and poor neighborhoods.

TrueCity spans the gap because of its focus on 
the gospel. Kevin sums it up: “This isn’t about 
one congregation or one group of Christians. 
This is about the kingdom. This is about every 
person that is following Jesus serving their 
city together. And so a victory for another 
church is a victory for our church. If they 
win, we win. Because it’s not about each 
of us individually, it’s about what God 
is doing in all of us.” 

T R U E C I T Y 
D E M O N S T R A T E S  H O W 

S M A L L  C O N G R E G A T I O N S 
W O R K I N G  T O G E T H E R  C A N 

M A K E  A  B I G  D I F F E R E N C E .

C O V E R  S T O R Y
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Beyond Blessed 
Assurance
Fanny Crosby’s lyrics of a lifetime still resonate in modern worship.

 Poet. Composer. Mission worker. That’s the short story on Fanny Crosby. She wrote 
the long version herself in thousands of lyrics penned over the course of her lifetime. 
The fact that she was blind since infancy did nothing to limit a different sense of vision: 
her profound imagination and gift of writing. Sometimes she wrote as many as seven 
hymns daily. 

Fanny composed her first poem in 1828, at the age of eight. But not until her forties 
did she begin to write hymns that would reveal her Christian belief and missionary zeal. 
Her lyrics flowed out of deep faith in her Savior, decades of Scripture memorization, and 
dedication to serving the poor.

A century after her death, she remains the most prolific gospel songwriter in American 
history. Now, her incomparable gift to the Church shines anew as worship leaders of our 
day invite us to join in singing a selection of never-before-published hymns.

HER MUSIC AND MISSION
In 1864, another renowned hymn writer, William Bradbury, asked Fanny to write a 
hymn. It took her just three days. She came back to him with three verses and a simple 
refrain for “We Are Going to a Home Beyond the Skies.” Bradbury wrote the music.
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For Fanny, the collaboration opened the way to fifty years of 
hymn writing. Her passion garnered attention from well-known 
preachers and composers who came to her for inspiration or lyrics. 
She wrote the words of “Blessed Assurance,” to a melody composed 
by her friend Phoebe Palmer Knapp.

Yet Fanny Crosby considered songwriting secondary to her call-
ing as an urban mission worker. Many of her songs reflected her 
dedication to serving immigrants, prisoners, and the poor in New 
York City’s rescue missions. 

On a hot summer night in the Bowery neighborhood—the turf 
of street gangs, brothels, and flophouses during the late 1800s—
Fanny addressed a group of men at a rescue mission service. When 
she pleaded for them to receive salvation, an eighteen-year-old 
came forward. She prayed with him then and there. Before she 
could sleep that night, she wrote “Rescue the Perishing.” 

A PRICELESS TREASURE
Because Fanny couldn’t see, she entered into spiritual realms unfet-
tered by the world around her. Her blindness unlocked patience 
and stillness that gave her room to hear the Lord and write words 
people longed to sing in praise to Him. 

Although thousands of her songs have been beloved by gener-
ations around the world, some two thousand remained unpub-
lished, and in some cases, unfinished. A vault at Wheaton College 
holds the archives. For years, no one knew quite what to do with 
such a treasure.

But come 2015—one hundred years after Fanny Crosby’s 
death—an idea had developed and found a home at Integrity 
Music: to gather a select group of worship leaders and songwriters 
who could shine a modern light on her legacy. They searched the 
archives for hidden gems. Then they respectfully crafted music to 
bring a new collection of Fanny’s lyrics to life for congregations 
today. The result is a new album, Blessed Assurance: The New Hymns 
of Fanny Crosby. It resonates with timeless truth set to music for a 
new time and a new generation:

I have found a priceless treasure 
And it soothes my troubled mind 
Only He can still the tempest 
And my broken spirit bind

“When you start looking at her legacy, you begin to understand 
how this remarkable woman was the forerunner of what we know 
today as a worship leader,” says Adrian Thompson, vice president 
of artists and repertoire for Integrity Music. 

“There are a lot of churches that prefer hymns. And there’s a 
new generation discovering the liturgy for the first time, seeking 
deeper roots within a fresh, modern context. With these two con-
nections in mind, we’ve tried to engage songwriters and leaders 
who can help usher the richness of Fanny Crosby’s lyrics into the 
modern era.” 

Blessed Assurance:  
The New Hymns  
of Fanny Crosby
The project features unfinished and never-
before-published Crosby hymns respectfully 
crafted with help from: Paul Baloche, Darlene 
Zschech, Michael Farren, All Sons & Daughters, 
Jon Egan (New Life, Desperation Band), Bart 
Millard (MercyMe), Stu G (Delirious? & One Sonic 
Society), Krissy Nordhoff (“Your Great Name”), 
and many others. 

Complete with vocal performances from Baloche, 
Egan, All Sons & Daughters, Blind Boys of 
Alabama, Ricky Skaggs & The Whites and 
Ernie Haase & Signature Sound, among others, 
Blessed Assurance: The New Hymns Of Fanny 
Crosby stands as an original, new-heritage 
collection from the mother of all hymn writers.



The Story Behind the Song
As worshippers sing For Unto us a Child is Born in combination with Open The Eyes of My Heart,  
they experience a fresh anticipation and understanding of Christmas.

Paul Baloche  ““For unto us a Child is born”… Those words 
resonate with all of us who have ever heard Handel’s “Messiah.” 
My producer, Michael Rossback, and I took that phrase, which 
is originally from the book of Isaiah, and tried to write a fresh, 
celebratory announcement song, a proclamation!

For unto us a child is born, 
A Son is given, a Son is given 
For unto us a child is born, 
A Son is given, a Son is given 
The Messiah, Oh to see Him 
To see Him high and lifted up

Preceding “Open The Eyes of My Heart” with a fresh take 
on “Messiah” puts the song in a new context. Now, through-
out the Christmas season, we’re calling on God to open the 

eyes of our heart to His purpose and meaning in coming to 
earth and revealing Himself in the way that He did. So there is  
a longing…

…the Messiah, Oh to see Him 
To see Him high and lifted up 
Shining in the light of Your glory…

That last line mirrors how the shepherds and wise men looked 
up and saw the star shining. There is very much the metaphor 
for us lifting our eyes during this time of year and seeing Christ 
and understanding Christmas in a whole new way. This is one 
of my favorite examples of joining a classic chorus with a mod-
ern hymn to help keep congregational worship alive during the 
advent season. 

Christmas Worship
Most traditional carols speak about the birth of Christ, but don’t necessarily create a conversational experience that many of 
us appreciate in other worship songs throughout the year. So on his new album, Christmas Worship Vol. 2, worship leader 
Paul Baloche takes the opportunity to combine classic carols with modern worship choruses. The resulting tracks encourage 
a singing-your-prayers approach to worship during the Christmas season. 

While some tracks take a classic hymn or carol and combine it with a familiar worship chorus, others revise familiar choruses 
with lyrics to reflect the Christmas season. And Paul also offers brand new, original songs for Christmas worship.

DCC.is/SongStory
Enjoy a free download of  

“For Unto Us a Child Is Born.” 
Download before November 5, 2015.

 SUBSCRIBERS ONLY
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Forgery or Authenticity?
In leading worship—and in all of life—God values the ‘real deal’ and knows when we’re faking it.

Kurtis Parks  Okay, I have a confession to make. There are 
only two types of TV that I watch—sports and reality TV. One 
reality TV show is one of the dumbest concepts out there, but 
I can’t get enough of it. It’s a show based in a pawn shop, and it 
follows four family members as they run the shop and buy/sell 
random items of memorabilia. 

Every now and then, an item comes in that’s been signed by 
a famous actor, sports star, or musician. Without fail, the head 
honcho always calls up one of his trusted friends to come and 
authenticate the signature. It’s amazing how many forged signa-
tures exist out there. If the autographed items are the real deal, 
they receive a certificate of authenticity and they can become 
quite valuable. However, if the “John Hancock” turns out to be 
a fake, the item is not worth much at all. In fact, if an item has 
a fake signature on it, it actually loses value.

I think you can see where this is heading …
I wonder how many forged copies of true worship exist 

out there? Are we just imitating others, and skating by on the 
faith and passion of those we admire, or are we pushing our-
selves to the limits of our own faith, and seeking God with our  
whole hearts? 

Sometimes, as worship leaders, just as in any other occu-
pation, it can be easy to hit “auto-pilot” and cruise through 
weeks—even months—without anyone outside of ourselves 
knowing the difference! We can pick the right songs, play the 
right transitions, and even say the right words in a worship 
setting (of course, you might have to switch to your “prayer 
voice”—you know what I’m talkin’ about). 

It’s sad, but in most forged worship settings, most people 
would rarely notice that something is off. But the good news 
is, that’s when the Authenticator comes in. As in the TV show 
I described, the authenticator puts the signatures under the 
microscope. They study every curve and nuance of an auto-
graph to tell if it’s real or fake. Nothing escapes the authenti-
cator’s eyes.

In Luke 8:17 we see a picture of the Great Authenticator: 
“For nothing is hidden that will not become evident, nor 
anything secret that will not be known and come to light.” 
God sees all, knows all, and deserves all. Who we are in the 
unseen places of our lives will say more about us than any-
thing seen on a stage. 

If you want to live an authentic life, you have to be who 
you are, wherever you are. If I can only love people and lead 
them to Christ with a microphone in front of me, I’m living 
a lie. I’d be committing forgery in my walk with Jesus. I had a 
conversation with one of our worship leaders about this, and 
he said he was striving to lead worship two hours at home, 
for every hour he was on stage. I’m sure his wife is loving the 
at-home concerts!

When we live a life of worship when no one is watching, it 
becomes pretty natural when everyone is watching. I encour-
age you to worship when no one is around. Sing in your car, 
pray in the mornings, and see a life of authenticity naturally 
begin to manifest. God values the real deal, and sees when we 
are faking it. As in the TV show, forgeries are worthless. 

Who we are in the 
unseen places of our 
lives will say more about 
us than anything seen 
on a stage.
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Lament: A Sacrifice of 
Worship Through Suffering
How can we worship when our experience doesn’t align with God’s promises? A lesson in TruIdentity 
offers an answer that doesn’t come easy: We offer our lament as a sacrifice of worship.
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 My friend loves to tell stories—professionally, I mean. One 
of his deep passions is to illuminate the biblical text through the 
art of storytelling. Several years ago, I had the privilege of hear-
ing his adaptation of a story called “Rachel Arraigns with God,” 
originally written by an Austrian Jew named Stefan Zweig. 

In this fictional story, Rachel—matriarch of Israel, wife of 
Jacob—storms into the throne room of God to beg for mercy 
on behalf of His idolatrous people. She stands boldly before an 
angry God and tells her story of love, deception, betrayal, and 
forgiveness (see Genesis 29). 

In her tale, she tells how she was able to find compassion in 
her heart for her sister Leah—even at great personal cost. Jacob 
was also able to forgive Rachel and her family for their decep-
tion. And at the end of her story, Rachel challenges God to do 
the same: to remember His compassion, forgive His people’s 
rebellion, and relent from His fierce judgment. In response, 
God remains silent. So Rachel, emboldened by anger, launches 
into a fierce diatribe:

Have You not heard me, Omnipresent? Have You not under-
stood, Omniscient? Does Your servant need to speak more clearly to 
get the meaning across? Learn, then (hard of hearing as You are), 
that I was jealous because Jacob had given to my sister what was 
meant for me, just as You are jealous because my children have sac-
rificed to other gods…. But You, Almighty, Creator of the universe, 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, You who have an 
ocean where we have only drops, can you not also show compassion?

Her tirade ends, in my friend’s version, with her telling God: 
If you refuse to have compassion on and forgive your children, 
then You are no better than I am, You are no better than Jacob, 
You are no better than my father, Laban, and you are not a God 
worthy of my worship.

I vividly remember the feeling when my friend spoke those 
last words. In the story, all the angels in heaven waited for the 
fire to fall, the lightning to strike. But God’s response surprised 
us all: He smiled. The radiance of His glory shined on Rachel’s 
face, bathing her in a tender light that refracted through her 
tears and sent an iridescent rainbow cascading across the 

sky—the ultimate symbol of mercy and covenant faithfulness.
When the story was finished, my friend challenged us to trust 

God enough to have those kinds of conversations with Him. 
You see, this story was written by someone who understands the 
worship of argument, complaint, anger, pain, lament. Precious 
few Christians share this understanding. We’ve forfeited, in the 
name of reverence, the right to approach God with our negative 
emotions and in doing so have effectively excluded God from 
large swaths of our lives. 

On this side of eternity, we’ll experience things that cause 
pain, sorrow, and anger. If we cannot approach God with these 
things, we’ll find ourselves frequently alienated from God by 
our own choosing. 

The book of Psalms provides us with a foundation for holis-
tic worship, which necessarily involves lament. In fact, of the 
150 psalms in the Psalter, nearly half of them express what we 
would deem to be “negative” emotions—sorrow, anger, ven-
geance, fear, frustration, desperation, and so on. This tells us 
something significant about our God: He is not only worthy of 
our worship through our jubilation but also through our pain. 

It is not mistrust that leads us to God in lament but rather a 
deep, abiding confidence that He who has been faithful, able, 
and good is still and always will be. Then, out of that place of 
deep confidence, we worship with our pain. 

When every circumstance has come and gone, when every 
storm has calmed, when every other light has faded, He will 
remain. By grounding ourselves in that reality, we are free to 
express our sorrow, regret, frustration, apathy, and pain with 
boldness and authenticity, while trusting that God sees, knows, 
and cares. And, finally, with confidence that God is “close to 
the broken-hearted,” we, like the psalmists, can—whether in 
the moment or down the road—end in a place of confident 
praise: “Praise be to the LORD for ever! Amen and Amen” 
(Psalm 89:52). 

Excerpt from Psalm Lesson 5: Lament Teacher’s Commentary by Josh Harrison. 

Respond to God
Read Psalm 89. Where does the psalmist start as he comes to God in the midst of Israel’s suffering?  
What can we learn from this psalmist’s response?

God invites His people to bring their laments to Him. What does this say about who God is?  
What kind of God invites His people to come to Him when their experience doesn’t match up with His Word?

What is difficult in your life right now? Honestly bring it to the Lord, trusting that He not only listens, but cares.  
Write your own psalm of lament. Or, if you don’t feel the need to lament, reflect on instances of God’s faithfulness.
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When Mama 
Needs a Do-Over
Every family’s story is made up of memories and relationships—and, 
if we’re honest, plenty of messes too. Be encouraged by these simple 
steps when you need to turn a hard day around.

Lisa Pennington  On the second kitchen makeover, I made the regretful decision to 
paint some of my cabinets white. They looked so pretty for the first year or so. Then 
the slow deterioration began, and now they look like they were in a war zone: nicks and 
scratches and places around all of the knobs where the paint has completely worn off.

And yet … I love them so.
They make me happy. Those scratches were made by my kids as they learned to cook 

and did science projects. The worn-off paint is the result of little hands opening and 
closing the cabinets for years and years.

The little flaws tell the story of a family that eats together and works together and 
built a life together.

And that’s what makes me happy. It isn’t the perfect holiday meal or a methodically 
organized pantry that make life complete. It’s the lessons we learn as we try to achieve 
those things. There’s nothing wrong with wanting an organized pantry. In fact, I’m 
pretty compulsive about mine. But it becomes wrong when I have a tantrum because 
it gets messy or when I feel like it’s a reflection of my entire life. It’s just a pantry. You 
straighten it, they mess it up, you straighten it. Lather, rinse, repeat. 
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So why not enjoy the whole process? Why not embrace the continued efforts to work together and build a life? Why not laugh 
about it?

I’m not giving up on neatness and organization. I do think it’s possible, even with a van full of little ones, to be on time to your 
planned activities most of the time. Embracing the hard times is not an excuse to let go of your efforts to improve. This is a way 
to not fall apart when things don’t work out. You can still get things done and accomplish a LOT! I’m a get ’er done girl and I do 
pretty well. But there will always be glitches and obstacles. Always.

Reminders
1

KNOW WHO YOU ARE. 
You are just the way God made you, and 
you have an amazing set of abilities that 
are unique to you. Don’t be afraid to say 
what you are good at. It’s wonderful to 
be around a person who knows what 
she is good at and uses those talents!

2
REMEMBER  
YOUR DREAMS.
You are allowed to have dreams even 
though your life is already set on a path. 
You might change some things about 
your life, but more often you will alter 
your dreams to fit your life. But it’s 
something so many of us lose sight of as 
we venture into the hard years of mar-
riage and motherhood. Having our lives 
attached to other people can feel like a 
weight. But God tells us He created us 
beautifully and wonderfully, and He 
wants us to have a personal vision as 
well as a group one. Remind yourself 
of those dreams and unpack them into 
something you can still accomplish!

3
IDENTIFY YOUR  
PROBLEMS. 
It sounds so easy, but the truth is we 
need to dig deeper and see how we are 
contributing to our problems. Write 
them down, pull them apart, and think 
of one thing you can change about 
yourself, even if nothing else changes. If 
you can pinpoint where you are causing 
your own problems with poor attitudes 
or actions, then you can take the bull by 
the horns and achieve victory.

4
CONNECT THE DOTS. 
How can you use what God gave you 
to make your life better? Every talent 
comes with a multitude of opportuni-
ties. Soccer requires energy, precision, 
stamina, and sportsmanship. Those 
qualities can all be useful in problem 
solving! If you make quilts then you 
are likely great at design, coordination, 
detail work, patience, following pat-
terns, and using your hands and feet at 
the same time. Wow! That’s a lot of skill 
you’ve got there.

4
MAKE A PLAN.
You know who you are and who your 
Maker is. You have a good idea of what 
your problems are and what skills you 
have to help solve them. Now make a 
solid plan. Write down what you think 
you might try, even if it feels silly. You 
can tear it up if it doesn’t work and try 
something else. Tweak, adjust, but plan. 
Equip yourself with confidence!

5
MAKE CHANGES.
Don’t be afraid to make changes in your 
life. We all need a do-over sometimes, 
and it’s almost always up to us to make 
that happen. Instead of wishing for a 
winning lottery ticket to fall from the 
sky, start making small changes in the 
way you spend and how you think of 
money. Look to your talents to gener-
ate even a small amount of income and 
understand what you need to change to 
make an impact on your troubles. It’s 
scary. It’s not easy, but it’s the road to 
the life you really want.

Embracing the hard times is not an excuse  
to let go of your efforts to improve.
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6
FIND YOUR JOY! 
This is essential to getting that do-over 
we all so desperately need. It sounds so 
simple—just three little letters— but 
it is not. Look to the Father of joy and 
He will pour it into you. Let Him wash 
away your fears and pain and insecu-
rities and fill you with an everlasting, 
unexplainable joy that will permeate 
everything you do.

7
PRACTICE.
It’s time to put our money where our 
mouth is. In the words of Yoda, “Do or 
do not. There is no try.” (Wise words 
from a Jedi Master.) You must walk 
out your new plan and practice chang-
ing your responses to hard situations. 
Follow the five-step plan for getting 
started, and do it over and over again. 
You’ll mess up sometimes, you’ll learn, 
and you’ll do better next time. Just do it. 

8
ENJOY MOTHERHOOD.
This is the challenge of all challenges. 
But don’t be fooled; it is also the most 
rewarding and is what God uses to make 
us more like Him. The trick here is to 
change your focus from perfection to 
enjoyment. It’s time to add humor to 
your reactions. Yes, work on your tasks. 

Yes, build your dreams. Definitely build 
an arsenal of ways to inspire yourself. 
And, yes, let it all go when it doesn’t 
happen exactly how you want.

9
BREAK IT DOWN.
Take all you have learned and the cour-
age you have built, and start adding 
humor. Be silly. Be flexible. Dance. 
Clap. Fall down laughing. Make your-
self a list of ways to respond when days 
get hard so you are ready to solve your 
problems one moment at a time. Do it 
on a napkin at Starbucks if you have to! 

Life isn’t about being at the end; it’s 
about getting there. And that means 
constant changes and shifts and moving 
ahead. Your problems today won’t be the 
same ones you have in ten years (hope-
fully!), but your talents will be the same 
and you will be even better at them!

As for me, one thing I will do is 
repaint my kitchen cabinets pretty soon. 
Then they can tell a new story of a family 
that is working together to make home 
improvements and keep a clean house. 
There’s always a story to be told. There’s 
always a blessing to be seen.

Going through life with a purpose 
to enjoy yourself right where you are 
is a beautiful gift—to yourself, to your 
family, to the lady behind you in line at 
the grocery store. Write it in your heart, 
practice it with confidence, and share it 
with others.

Go get that do-over, Mama!  
Excerpt from Mama Needs a Do-Over: Simple Steps to Turning 
a Hard Day Around © 2015 Lisa Pennington
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IMPRINT
A PK herself, and now a pastor’s wife, Katie Larsen found freedom in Barnabas Piper’s book,  
The Pastor’s Kid. It’s changed the way she responds to the expectations others place on her  
and her children.

 My husband and I were on a plane to Mexico this year without the kids. I brought some light reading for our trip. You know, 
books like: The Well-Behaved Child: Discipline that REALLY Works! and The Pastor’s Kid: Finding Your Own Faith and Identity. I 
settled in, ordered my drink, and began to read The Pastor’s Kid. 

GROWING UP AS A PK 
I grew up in Fairbanks, Alaska. My grandfather was the senior pastor of our little military church. My dad was the assistant pastor, 
and my uncle was the church evangelist. All of my aunts, uncles, and cousins were involved in running the church and private 
school. We all lived side by side in what our friends affectionately called the compound. I was told growing up, “You can’t … 
(insert whatever—wear pants, go to movies, go on dates without a chaperone, wear that outfit, etc.) because it might offend some-
one.” I’m a rule-follower so that was a good enough reason for me. I went to a college with pretty much the same forms of legalism. 

My upbringing drew me to The Pastor’s Kid. Little did I know that the feelings I had experienced my whole life, but could never 
verbalize, would be articulated in the pages of this book. Barely into the first chapter, I found myself sobbing right there on the plane! 
My husband leaned over and asked, “Are you sure this is the book you should be reading during vacation?” I nodded. “The Pressure 
Cooker” pretty much summed it up:

 The ministry creates a pressure of expectation that is unlike any other. If all the other kids are cooking at 212 degrees (rather a challenge 
all its own), we are cooking at a scalding 250 pressurized degrees, and we are reaching our ‘done’ point much faster. 

That’s what I could never verbalize. That’s what my friends didn’t understand: the pressure cooker. The pressure to not mess up, to 
make sure you always respond the right way, to make sure you don’t sound nasally when you sing in church because it will offend 
someone (true story). I just learned to live with it. It was my normal. 



LIFE IN A PRESSURE COOKER
But the pressure followed me into my new role as a pastor’s wife. I felt it just as deeply there as I did growing up. I resonated with 
Piper’s words: “The wife of a pastor is just as called to the ministry as the pastor himself and in many circumstances she bears the 
greater burden.” I found myself thinking, “Do I want to be in a pressure cooker forever? Do I want to bring my kids into this?” 

And then I read … “The call of the father is not the call of the child, but the ministry of the father creates an anvil-like weight on 
the child. And it is this pressure, in part, that drives so many PK’s to break.” I sobbed, again. I had felt pressure my whole life and now 
I was putting it on my five beautiful kids. 

But he provided hope, too: “… PK’s must remember every church frustrates. Churches are groups of sinful people who believe 
the same thing and are trying to go in the same direction. Such a venture is fraught with mistakes, hurts, stupidity, and frustration 
… There simply isn’t a perfect church out there. But this is not a reason to give up on the church. Because, despite it’s ugliness and 
brokenness, the church is the place where healing happens. The church is our family, it’s the family that God gave us, so don’t give up 
on it. There isn’t a better place out there in which to be restored.”

FINDING PEACE AND FREEDOM
Barnabas Piper’s words not only articulated my struggle, but also affirmed for me that God can clearly lead me where He wants 
me to serve, teach me how He wants me to parent, and give me wisdom and discernment. I can be okay with the fact that I will 
not have time for everyone. This book made me aware that I need to re-evaluate my expectations for my kids. “Why am I making 
them do ______? Is it because of others or is it because my husband and I believe this is best for them?” 

Since reading this book, I feel a freedom in saying no to things and being okay if others are disappointed in me. I feel free to listen 
to the Holy Spirit and ask Him to lead me where He wants me to serve rather than serving because others expect it of me. 
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What PKs Need From Church Members
Barnabas Piper

Everyone in church notices the pastor’s kids. People don’t think about noticing them, it just happens. I grew up as a 
PK, the son of John Piper, and even I notice PKs. It’s almost impossible to avoid. They’re like the first children of the 
church. But you can help them. You can encourage PKs. Here are three ways.

LET PKS BE THEMSELVES.
For better and worse, let PKs be themselves. One of the hardest parts 
of being a PK is being what others expect you to be without ever 
being able to find out who you are. Remember how you came to faith? 
Remember how you’ve grown in faith? I bet it was through struggles, 
through mistakes, through seeing the profound grace of God when 
you needed it most. I bet it came when you connected with Jesus 
in the deeply personal way instead of trying to be perfect or live up 
to someone else’s expectations. That’s exactly what PKs need—the 
room to connect with Jesus like that. And it might be a winding road 
with mistakes along the way, in fact it probably will be. But that’s OK.

DON’T ASK ANYTHING OF A PK YOU WOULDN’T ASK OF 
ANYONE ELSE.
One of the hardest things about being a PK is being known of by so 
many people you don’t know. It’s compounded when you interact as 
if you’re friends even though they can’t even remember your name. 
When you delve into their personal life, it doesn’t feel like friends 
talking; it feels like an invasion of privacy. Even more so when you 
demand that they act a certain way. When seven boys are sprinting 

around the church lobby, why stop the PK? When all the high school 
girls are dressing a certain way, why call out the PK? Step back and 
realize that you might be unwittingly piling expectations and scrutiny 
on them even though your motives are pure.   

BEFRIEND THEM AS A FRIEND, NOT AS A NOVELTY.
PKs need friends they can trust, friends who care nothing about their 
last name and everything about their personhood. They need friends 
who will love them for who they are not because of their daddy’s 
position in the church. They need friends who will help them, push 
them, listen to them and not judge them. These kinds of friends are 
the ones around whom PKs can begin to figure out who they really 
are, who God really is, and what it means to love Jesus in a personal 
way, not just a way that meets expectations.

Excerpt courtesy of Barnabas Piper



Kyle Idleman  Dear Me, I’ve known you for as long as I can remember. 
I once heard there is “a friend who sticks closer than a brother,” and yes, that’s us, though 
I doubt it’s what the proverb was talking about. I’ve been close to a lot of people, but you 
and me? We have quite an attachment.

Looking back, it’s fair to say I’ve treated you pretty well. As a matter of fact, more 
times than I can count, I’ve put you ahead of anything and everything else. Agreed?

As we were growing up, I tried to make sure you were always at the front of the line. 
I saw to it that you got the biggest cookie on the plate; the best parking spot; the most 
comfortable chair in any room we entered.

In school, I noticed the little things you liked, and I went after them. You always 
loved attention, so I did everything in my power to see that you got it. You still like the 
spotlight, so I’ve maneuvered to keep you in its glare. Now that we have the Internet, 
I have more tools. I post only the pictures that show you at your very best. Anybody 
would think you’re living the dream. Have you seen the comments people write about 
you? When you have struggled or had a hard time I’ve done my best to keep that our 
little secret. I’ve tried to make you happy.

Sure, it was a little easier to keep you happy when we were a cute little tyke. A simple 
temper tantrum got the job done. Then, as we grew older, we had to be a little more dis-
creet. You wanted to keep winning and getting your way—all the while looking humble 
and unassuming. That gets tricky! Not to mention tiring. 

Take marriage, for example. I promised to love and honor my wife and to put her 
needs ahead of my own; but you constantly insist on being first. Sometimes there’s a 
little voice in my head, in the middle of the night, saying, “Pssst, get up and take care of 
the baby, dude. Let the lady sleep.” I know it’s not your voice; you hate struggling out of 
bed at three o’clock in the morning. You speak up and say, “Pretend you’re still asleep,” 
and, more often than not, I comply and put you before her. 

Me, I know how you can get defensive, but you have had a tendency not to give me 
all the information. Walking through the sporting goods store? Not your finest hour. I 
love to see you excited, but we should have taken a look at the budget first. 

Matter of fact, you never seem to care about dull stuff like bills and consequences and 
what happens tomorrow. I said more than a few harsh words on your behalf to certain 
people, and you never warned me about the mess. You never told me I couldn’t un-say 
what I’d said. 

I love you, Me. But I can’t keep living for you. You always insisted that if I’d just keep 
you happy, then I’d be happy—that it was as simple as that. But you know what? It’s not 
as simple as that. It never has been.

Me, I’ve let you be in control and sit in the driver’s seat, but it’s clear you can’t be 
trusted. You keep insisting that you know the way we should go, but it always seems 
to be a dead end. I’ve looked into some other options, and I have decided to begin a 
journey down a different path. It’s narrow and difficult and not many choose it, but it 
leads to real and abundant life. However, and there is no easy way to say this, I can’t take 
this path if I bring you along. 

So, Me, this is the end of you. 
Excerpt from The End of Me © 2015 Kyle Idleman

The End of Me
A new book reveals one of the most powerful paradoxes of our faith—
that reaching the end of ourselves is the true beginning to living the 
inside-out ways of Jesus.
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Leaning into God and community through all 
seasons of life.

Relationships are a beautifully messy part of life. 
Parenting, friendship, marriage, and Christian 
discipleship require effort. They are full of meaningful, 
life-giving words and acts of kindness, but also 
necessitate difficult conversations. In those times of 
difficulty, it’s easy to step back from community to 
avoid hurt. But through the pain and the people comes 
deeper connection and worthy solutions.
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A Friend in Me
PAMELA HAVEY LAU
An entire generation of women, distracted by their lives, are 
not aware of the pain younger women suffer in their personal 
and professional lives. But they are deeply aware of some kind 
of disconnect. These women can foster grace in themselves in 
order to avoid falling into judgment, becoming a safe place in 
which other women—particularly younger women—can confide. 

How to Really Love Your Child
DR. ROSS CAMPBELL
Meeting the emotional needs of your children can feel like a 
big task. But practical skills like eye contact, affirmation, and 
spiritual nurturing can give children the love and support they 
need. These qualities can foster love that will be received and 
returned over and over again.

Just Show Up
KARA TIPPETTS AND JILL LYNN BUTEYN
Do you look for Jesus when your story is not what you expected 
it to be? In the tension and pain of daily living, where is Jesus? 
And what if your life isn’t what you expected, can peace and 
grace live in that place? Many times we’re timid to enter into 
community with one another when we’re suffering. But there is 
beauty in that entrance and in carrying one another’s burdens.

Never Say No
MARK AND JAN FOREMAN
Parents and children need to find their identity in Christ before 
they can begin healthy relationships. From there, parents can 
explore practical ways to encourage holistic learning while 
cultivating specific gifts, nurturing creativity in a media-saturated 
culture, and balancing structure with individual choice.

Pass It On
JIM BURNS AND JEREMY LEE
The church is looking today for the most effective ways for 
parents to develop faith conversations and experiences with 
their kids. The natural flow of a child’s life, through birthdays 
and holidays and school years, can become markers for 
significant interactions and activities surrounding faith.

Rich in Love
IRENE GARCIA AND LISSA HALLS JOHNSON
We are capable of loving in a huge way when we say yes to God 
and His desire for us to care for others. We can find richness by 
allowing Him to be the hero, the provider, and our strength. 

The Lies Couples Believe
DR. CHRIS THURMAN
If you are experiencing conflict, anger, or hurt in your marriage, 
you don’t need positive thinking or an escape clause—you need 
to replace the lies you have believed with God’s transforming 
truths for your relationship to become all that it was meant to be. 

The Truest Thing about You
DAVID LOMAS
We are all bundles of competing desires and half-true labels. We 
carry them around like scars, we carry them around like badges. 
They tell us we are no more than a job description, relationship 
status, or appearance. But the most important and truest identity 
of every Christian is they are loved, accepted, and created in the 
image of God.
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LEADERSHIP

DiscipleShaping
Making the investment of time as a mentor.

 If you think money can’t buy happiness, you might be spending it on the wrong things. 
That’s the gist of a TED Talk I heard recently. It got me thinking about mentoring and 
about the process I call DiscipleShaping. 

The talk, by a Harvard Business professor, presented research about whether money 
can indeed buy happiness. He conducted experiments in which he gave people a few 
dollars to spend. Half the individuals were instructed to spend the money on them-
selves, while half were told to spend it on others.

And guess what? Those who spent money on themselves were generally no more 
happy, and sometimes less, than before. But those who spent money on others—perhaps 
just a simple gift, a cup of coffee, or a donation to charity—reported feeling happier. 

When we hear something like this, it resonates. We know it could be true. But I 
wonder how many of us have actually experienced this kind of happiness. Maybe on 
Christmas morning. Or at a birthday party. But what about day in, day out?

THE TIME OF OUR LIVES
The happiness experiments about how people spend money got me thinking about how 
we spend time as well. I know for myself that time spent with other people, helping and 
mentoring them, leaves me with the feeling of a satisfied, full life. What a wonderful 
thing, to find fullness of life in helping others navigate their lives. 

When you or I make an intentional investment of time, one-on-one with another 
person, it brings a double blessing. Both individuals benefit. I don’t say this to encourage 

PASTOR BURNOUT  48

Q&A with  
Jimmy Dodd
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selfish motives, but to emphasize how God forms and fulfills 
us through relationships. We can have the time of our lives by 
giving a portion of our own life to others.

But time is the most precious commodity. Time can be hard 
to give away, perhaps even harder than giving money. We guard 
our time because we struggle with the busyness of life, which 
is a poor substitute for fullness. When we learn the difference 
between busyness and fullness, we begin to appreciate the life-
long learning process of living the full life God intends for us. 
That’s DiscipleShaping—and it relies significantly on investing 
time to develop relationships.

OPPORTUNITY IN DISGUISE
Just as you learn from others in the stream of life, it’s important 
to keep your eyes open for those who need the kind of counsel 
and wisdom God could give them through you. You might call 
it mentoring, coaching, or simply friendship. The label doesn’t 
matter. It’s about intentionality. 

When you make a point to engage in DiscipleShaping, you’ll 
notice that opportunities often appear in disguise. Instead of ask-
ing questions about biblical truth, someone might say …

I’m in a new role and I want to grow. How can I do this?
 My marriage isn’t going well, and I’m probably part of the  
problem. What should I do?
I just got released from my job. Now what?

An expressed need opens the door to a relationship and to 
the exploration of biblical truth as it applies to real life. When 
I encounter conversations like these—or if I’m asked more 
directly for time to meet—I make myself available. I might meet 
with someone over several weeks or months, or even years, as  
God leads.

SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE
A number of years ago, I crossed paths with a young man who 
was serving as a youth pastor. He was out to beat the band, 

as they say—living at a frantic pace. He was not doing well  
and not finding much potential in his role. Some people may 
have thought he wasn’t worth mentoring. But I’m passionate 
about DiscipleShaping.

As he and I began to meet regularly, we developed a relation-
ship of trust and began to talk about unhealthy behavior patterns 
that could change for the better. Over the weeks and months, we 
would talk about the same issues over and over again. It was all 
talk, no action. The DiscipleShaping process faced a test. 

You’ll likely face the same test when you invest time in men-
toring. When an agreed-upon change fails to happen, you could 
be tempted to let it go and not meet anymore, which avoids the 
issue. Or you could take a hard line of accountability, which 
demands legalistic obedience. But because you have invested 
time together building relationship capital, you have the oppor-
tunity to make a withdrawal from the relational bank account: 
speak the truth in love.

I reached a point with the young man when I simply had to 
say, with honesty and respect: “It seems like we’re having the 
same conversation, time and time again, and we seem to agree 
on the best course of action. But it never happens. Why is that?” 

That conversation began to get at the roots of what he needed 
to choose for himself to experience fullness of life. His behav-
ior  did change as we continued to meet over the course of three 
years. And I was reminded why investing in the life of another 
person is one of the most meaningful and rewarding things I do. 

In various mentoring relationships over the years, I’ve never 
been in a situation where that kind of honesty didn’t create 
change over time. It’s incredible to see how God works when we 
invest in DiscipleShaping relationships. 

Resource
Take ten minutes to watch the TED Talk, How to 
Buy Happiness, by Michael Norton, as you consider 
your investment of time in the lives of others. Francis 
Chan wrote a book entitled Multiply: Disciples Making 
Disciples, which provides a practical guide to mentoring 
conversations that delve into spiritual questions. Each of 
the twenty-four sessions in the book corresponds with 
an online video at MultiplyMovement.com.

Cris H. Doornbos  
is the CEO of David C Cook.

Relationship
Ask God to open your eyes to mentoring opportunities 
in disguise. Listen for expressed needs and questions 
about life that can open doors to exploring and applying 
biblical truth. You might encounter them in home, at 
work, at school, at church, or just about anywhere. 
Then make yourself available to the investment of time, 
and see what God will do.
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A seasoned pastor advocates that often those who  
need ministry the most are pastors themselves. 

How did you identify the need for a ministry  
to pastors?
It is a story of absolute grace. I was a pastor for many years, 
serving in Chicago, Boston, South Carolina, and Kansas 
City. I served thriving churches with congregations that loved 
me and cared for my family. In Kansas City I hosted a radio 
show, sat on several ministry boards, and was involved in 
catalyzing a church planting movement. 

But in spite of the appearance that everything was going 
well, I was terrified inside. I believed: If you really knew me, 
you wouldn’t like me. If you knew when you put me up in 
front of the church all the sin that is in my life, you wouldn’t 
see a great guy and a great church. You would see a broken 
man, and you wouldn’t want me to lead.

So, for several years I detached and couldn’t be honest with 
anyone. When the pain of isolation became too intense, I 
turned to a few other pastors I knew for help. These wise 
friends spoke the gospel into my life, and I knew that is 
exactly what other pastors needed too.

We hear a lot about stress in all sorts of 
professions. Can you describe the unique 
pressures that pastors are facing?
Too often pastors don’t have anyone to turn to in times 
of crisis. Sometimes there may be a board, bishop, or 
presbyter in place, and they are expected to go to them with 

any problems. But that person in authority can also be in the 
position to fire them! 

Pastors commonly have no safe person to go to when they 
hit bottom. Their fear of rejection is not ill founded. There 
are countless stories where pastors have been forced from 
ministry because they have dared to be vulnerable. So they 
try to go it alone and protect themselves by pretending 
everything is okay. It hurts their marriages, families, and 
ultimately their churches.

That isolation was the key to identifying six key relationships 
every pastor needs to survive in ministry. I’ve worked with 
thousands of pastors in crisis and always ask them: Who 
do you have in your life right now? Over the years, it has 
become very clear that every pastor needs six relationships: 
a boss, a coach, a trainer, a mentor, a counselor, and a 
friend to carry them through the challenges of ministry.

You mentioned that pastors’ struggles affect 
their families.
Yes. It is a lot to ask of the spouse or children of a pastor to 
develop trusting relationships with their church if the pastor 
is being beaten to a pulp in the ministry.

I remember a conversation with a pastor who led a large 
church. He was writing books, speaking at conferences and 
regularly being lifted up by his peers. But his children often 

with Jimmy Dodd
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felt his stress and anger. For their sake, he ultimately decided 
he wanted to relinquish some responsibilities and pastor a 
smaller church.

What leads to pastor burnout? Why do  
pastors quit?
Pastors are not adequately prepared for the onslaught 
they face in ministry. Bible colleges and seminaries do an 
excellent job preparing pastors for preaching, with wonderful 
professors teaching Hebrew, Greek, and biblical exegesis. 
But these schools’ pastoral training is lacking. Seminarians 
regularly graduate not knowing how to train leaders, manage 
a church budget, or handle conflict. They want to care for 
people, but don’t even know where to start when it comes to 
comforting a mom who lost her child to suicide.

80 percent of those who graduate from seminary don’t even 
make it five years as a pastor. Untrained, unappreciated, and 
underpaid, they quit. There is a massive gap between their 
expectations and reality. 

If pastors can persevere, does it get easier over 
the years? 
If pastors can make it past those first five years, it does get 
easier. Especially if they can build supportive relationships 
to carry them through the thick and thin of ministry, they will 
eventually mature in their role and develop those essential 
skills that they didn’t receive in seminary. And yet, until  
their last day of pastoral ministry, the need for the six  
relationships remains. 

So what is the number one skill you find 
pastors need to succeed in ministry?
On the top of my list is conflict management. Conflict is in 
every church, and—to keep up the illusion that everything 
is okay—pastors are tempted to not rock the boat. But for 
the sake of their churches, pastors have to address conflict 
and “wage peace.” They need to know how to break down 
destructive dynamics, mend broken relationships, and  
reach resolution.

Jimmy Dodd is president of PastorServe and the author of Survive or Thrive: 6 Relationships Every 
Pastor Needs.

These wise friends spoke the gospel into my life, and I knew that 
is exactly what other pastors needed too.

80%

80%

50%

70%

55%

of pastors and 84% of their spouses 
feel unqualified and discouraged in 
their roles

of pastors’ wives feel left out  
and unappreciated by the  
church members

of pastors are discouraged  
in their roles and consider leaving  
the ministry

of pastors struggle with depression

of pastors feel lonely
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Soaking up passion for family ministry in the Dominican Republic.

L E A D E R S H I P

What was the purpose of your recent trip to the  
Dominican Republic?
I went to speak at The Gathering, a David C Cook Family Ministry conference 
to inspire, equip, and support ministry leaders. This is the first time we’ve taken 
the event overseas and it was incredible.

Holistic family ministry is a brand new concept for these Caribbean pastors, 
and they soaked it up. Our ministry partner in Santo Domingo received a lot of 
positive feedback as well.

Was this your first time to travel there?
I have been to the Dominican Republic over thirty times to train Caribbean 
pastors and meet with David C Cook’s ministry partner, El Circulo Juvenil in 
Santo Domingo. We have been friends with Fausto, the senior pastor, for a long 
time. I began mentoring him when he started out as a youth pastor fifteen  
years ago. 

Today, Fausto works closely with David C Cook to translate its Tru curriculum 
into Spanish. He uses Tru at El Circulo. That made his church the perfect place 
to have the first international Gathering. And now we have invitations to bring 
The Gathering to Brazil, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.

How was The Gathering in the Dominican Republic different 
from one we might attend in the US or Canada?
There was definitely a level of culturalization. Most churches in the Dominican 
Republic don’t have a paid pastor besides their senior pastor. All of the other 
ministry leaders are unpaid volunteers. A church might have a part-time children’s 
leader, but that’s it. So the expectations you can place on these leaders are vastly 
different than a paid pastor, and the training must be adjusted accordingly. 

But these volunteers are so eager for information. In the Caribbean, resources are 
scarce, so they soak up any books, curriculum, or seminars you can offer them. In 
North America, we have a gluttony of ministry resources and take these things  
for granted. 

What made a lasting impression on you?
I have taught in seminaries and Christian universities since 1984. After a good 
class I thought, “That went well today” and nothing more of it.

But most rural pastors in the Dominican Republic are bivocational or volunteers, 
so they don’t have the time or means to go to seminary. They traveled for hours 
by bus to attend The Gathering. And at the end of the conference, it was fulfilling. 
I thought, “This is the reason why I got my training.”Dr. Michael Anthony is a keynote 

speaker at The Gathering and president of 
Calibrate Global Consulting.

FAITH AND FAMILY
Throughout Latin America, the Christian 
landscape is changing quickly. Forty-eight 
percent of Protestant Dominicans say they 
were raised by Catholics.

While the Dominican Republic is on the rise, 
more than half of country’s children live under 
the poverty line.

Dominicans place high value on family life. 
Extended families often live together in the 
Dominican Republic, including relatives such 
as cousins and grandparents.



DCC.is/EdsStory
Ed talks about how difficult it is to find 
hope in suffering in “It’s Not Over.” 

The complete series of Ed’s Story will be 
available on DVD October 2015.

The Art of  
Transformation
The best way to tell a true story is without elaboration. And in the real 
life of Ed Dobson, the beauty comes from honesty and simplicity.

 Ed’s Story is a seven-part film series about Ed Dobson, a pastor who was diagnosed 
with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease) in 2001. The films take place in Ed’s actual home and 
in his actual daily surroundings. No extra lights. No make-up. The set and his words? 
All unscripted and authentic. 

Even Ed’s speaking voice—sometimes difficult to understand—is unedited. Executive 
Producer Steve Carr from Flannel Productions explains: “When you’re with him, you 
have to lean into it and listen, and we wanted people to experience that in the final two 
films. We could have made it sound fine or given subtitles, but we wanted viewers to 
get the real version of Ed.” 

Steve and the production team did the careful dance of showing real life with this 
disease, while being careful not to exploit it. “We wanted Ed’s Story to be honest and 
gritty and just true to who Ed is and his experience. It’s pure Ed. It’s a story of hope and 
Ed embodies it. It’s an amazing thing to witness in real life.” 
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Let Us Know  
What You Think

AS YOU READ THIS ISSUE OF RESOURCEFUL MAGAZINE, LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT IT. 

Please take our short survey online at DCC.is/Survey by October 18, 2015. When you do, you will:
• Receive a free e-book: The End of Me by Kyle Idleman. 
•  Be entered in a drawing to win a resource pack including 10 ebooks from David C Cook  

and 10 worship CDs from Integrity Music.

We value your feedback to help us make this a truly resourceful tool for you.

Full contest rules can be found at DCC.Is/Survey. DCC.is/Survey
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